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FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. XIL 

The Htjlory of the Medes, 


SECT. I. 

I 

The Defcription of Media, 

T H E country before us, once the feat of a potent j 
empire derives its name from Madai, the third fon tuatm, 
ofJaphet(A), It was boun(V^^"«Cprding to P'to- 
lemy, on the north by part of 
fouth by Perfis, Sufiana, and 
thia and Hyrcania ; and on the M^dafAhiKllfa 

» D.in. V. zg. Ibid. vl« S. i», 15. .Ibiu. viil. Eftbu ii i4« 
iS, 19. Ibid, X. 2. : 

(A) Among profane authdTs, ccwntry Wrowet^itaVame (i). 
fome derive the name of Me- S ex tu b Rufufi tells us, that in 
dia, from one Medus, the fon his time it was liiown by the 
of Medea and Jafon j others, nattieofMedena (2) ; and from 
from a city here called Media, others wc learn that it was -alfo 
whence, fay they, the whole called Aria* 


(i) Vide Strab. lib. xi, p, 526, 
voccm, Media, 

\ 


VoL. IV, 


(2) Ortel, Thef. Geogr. ai 

w^as, 


B. 
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was, In anc6it times, divided into feveral provincr?, 
namely Trop;itcne, Charomithrene, Darltes, Marciaiie, 
Amariace, an^ Syro-Media, All thefe were, by a later 
divifion, reduced to two only, the one called Media Mag- 
lu, the other Media Atropatia, or fimply Atropa'tanc-5.: / 
Atropatcne was that part which lay be'twecn IV^aunt 
I'aurus and the Cafpiaii Sea, and is fuppofed to have been 
fo called from one AtropatuS, who, being governor of this 
province in the tim& of Darius, the laft Ferfian monarch, 
oppofcd Alexander the Great; and, itpoii the deftruftion of 
the Perfian monarchy, feized on this part of Media, and 
tranfmltted it to his pofterity, who held it as fovcreigns 
to Strabo’s time This was a cold, barren, and inhofpit- 
ablc country, and on that account allotted by Shalma- 
nezer for the refidcnce of many captive Ifraelites, after 
the conqueft of that kingdom. 

Cities of note, on this part of Media, were Gaza, or 
Gazae, the metropolis of the province, ITtuated, 'according 
to Plitiy, in a fpacious plain, between Ecbatan and Ar- 
taxata, and equally diftant from both. Sanina, fituated 
between the Araxes and the Cambyfes ; Fazina, between 
the Cambyfes and the Cyrus; and Cyropolis, between 
the Cyrus and the Amardus. This- traft was mhabited 
by the Cadufians and Cafpians, a barbarous and inhuman 
race, originally fprung from the Scythians 

Media Magna was bounded by rerfis, Parthia, Hyrca- 
nia, the Hyrcanian Sea, and Atropatenvs^ The moft re- 
markable cities in it were Ecbatan, Laodicea, Apamea, 
Regeia, and Arfacia. Ecbatan, the metropolis of all Me- 
dia, and the feat both of the Median and Perfian mo- 
iiarchs, was built by Dejoces, called in the book of Judith 
Arphaxad, the firft that reigned in Media, after the in- 
habitants had fliaken off the Affyrian yoke. The walls of 
this cityr.re much celebrated by the ancients, and minutely 
deferibed by Herodotus. They were feven in number, all 
of a circular form, and gradually rifing above each other 
by the height of the battlements of each wall. The fi- 
tuation of the ground, rifing by an eafy afeent, was very 
favourable to the defign of building them, and perhaps 
Hrlt fuggeKed it. The royal palace and treafury were 
within the innermoft circle of the feven. In the book of 
Judith we read, that the walls of this ftately metropolis 
were feventy cubits high, and fifty cubits broad ; that the 
towers on the gates were a hundred cubits in height, the 

Strabo, lib. xi. p. 523. ' Plin. lib. vi. cap. 13. ^ 

breadth 
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The Hijlory of the Medes. 

breadth in the foundation cubits, and the walls built 
of hewn and polifhed ftone, each ftonc being fix cubits in 
length, and three in breadth. This city is, by the anci- 
ents/ called Ecbatan of Media, to diftinguifh it from an- 
otfrAfTiT Syria bearing the fame name, where the unfor- 
tunafl^ Cambyfes died, as we read in Herodotus (B). 

Laodicea, of which appellation there were many towns, 
fo called either from the mother of Nicator, or the wife 
of Antiochus, is counted by Strabo among the cities of 
Media, and placed by Pliny near the confines of Pcrfia. 
Apamea is, by Strabo, fometlmes adjudged to Media, and 
fometimes toParthia. Raga, Rageia, or Ragea, is called, 
by Ifidorus, the greateft city of Media. It was repaired 
by Nicator, who called it Europus, and by that name it 
M^as known to Ptolemy ; but in the book of Tobit it is 
called Rages, and placed in the neighbourhood of Ecbatan 
In procefs of time it became the feat of the Parthian 
kings, who gave it the name of Arfacia, or Arface, as we 
Ihall fee in the hiftory of that people. Other cities of 
Media are mentioned by Pliny, Stephanus, Ammianus 
Marcellinus, and Ifidorus, viz. Zombis, Patigran, Gazaca, 
Margafis, &c. but thefe were all built in after-ages by the 
Macedonians, and are therefore called by Strabo ^ Greek 
cities. This part of Media was inhabited by the Car- 
duchians, Marandaeans, Gelians, Syro-Medians, Marga- 
fians, See, 

The mountains of this country, fuch as may be proper 
to take notice of, are, according to Ptolemy and Strabo, 
Choatra, parting Media from AfTyria, and branching out 
from the Gordyean mountains on the confines of AlTyria 
and Armenia ; Xagrus, dividing it from the fame AlTyria 
on the eaft, a mountain, according to Polybius, one hun- 


d Herodot. lib. iii. cap. 66. 

Jib, vi. p. 361. 

(B) There are now no monu- 
ments remaining of the fuperb 
palace, where the monarchs 
of Afia generally pafled their 
fummer ; nay, there is a great 
dHagreement among our mo- 
dern travellers about the place 
where that llately metropolis 
fio( d. The opinion of Molet, 

(2) Chardin. Voy. 


^ Ch. V. Sc feq, pair, f Strab. 

who tranflated and wrote a 
commentary upon Ptolemy, 
feems to Sir John Chardin the 
molt probable, viz. that Tauris 
is the ancient and famous Ec- 
batan (2) ; and this opinion is 
confirmed by Orrelius, Gol- 
nitz, Teizera, Andrea della 
Valle, See, 

en Perf. tom- i. 
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Hijlory of the Mc^es, 

tired cabils high Parachoatra, placed by Pfcolemy on th^ 
bnrd era towards Perfia, and by Strabo on the confines of 
Media, Hyrcania, and Parthia. Thefe are the bpundaries' 
between Media and the adjacent regions, and theryore 
may be faid as properly to belong to the 
former; but the Orontes, the Jafonius, and the Coiimus, 
are in the ftridleft fenfe moMntains of Media, as arinng in 
the very heart of the country. The rivers of note are, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, the Straton, the Amardus, the Cy-» 
rus, and the Cambyfes. But thefe rivers being repre- 
sented to difembogue themfelves into the molt fouthern 
part of the Cafpian Sea, mufl, by their pofition, have be- 
longed to the provinces of Ghelan and Mazandaran, as 
tin; 7 are now railed, and conrequently could not belong 
to McLiia Pioper, us deferibed by the ancients. 

'idle northern parts of Media, lying between the Caf- 
plaii mountains and the fea, are very cold and barren : the 
prefent inhabitants make their bread of dried almonds, and 
their Llrink of the juice of certain h<crbs. Here the fnow 
lies on the mountains for nine months in tire year, But 
the foutheiu parts are produtSlive of all forts of grain and 
neccflarics for life, and fo pleafant, that the country ad-- 
joining toTauris, probably the ancient Eebataii, is called 
the Garden of PciTia. 1 here are here large plains, among 
which that of Ny!;\ is famous for the numerous lluds of 
borfes that were kept in it for the ufc of the Pcrfian mo- 
iiiirchs, and are often mentioned and celebrated by the an- 
cients. Where this plain of Nyfa was fituatcd, is no eafy 
matter to determine. 

I'he climate of Media is very unequal ; that part w^hlcl^ 
lies between the mountains and the fea, is exceeding cold,, 
and the earth fwampy, and full of marfhes, where innu- 
merable fv/arms of venomous infedfs are bred (C), which, 
together with the vapours rifing from the Cafpian Se'a, 
render that part very unhealthy. The provinces more re- 
mote from the fea enjoy a very w^holefome air, though 
liable to heavy rains, and violent ftorms, efpecially in the. 


f Polyb. lib. V. cap. 44. 

(C) ^Elian tells us (3), that 
thefe parts of Media were 
gir.itly infefted byfeorpions; 
and that while the king of Per- 
iia was on his progrefs into 


g Strabo, lib. vi. p. 363. 

Media, the inhabitants were 
employed for three days before 
his arrival on the confines, in 
clearing the country of ihefc 
venomous infedls. 






(3) iElian de Animalibus, lib. Xi cap. 16. 
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ipring and autumn. Befides the cattle and game of all 
forts, which the inland provinces abound with, fome of 
them have been for many ages remarkable on account of 
the/various forts of excellent wines they produce, efpe- 
cKL'^.T'^h^’^eighbourhood of Tauris, where no lefs than 
fixtj^ different 'kinds of grapes, all of an exquifite flavour, 
were found by a late celebratc'd traveller^. 

We cannot ilifmifs diis f«bje£t without fome obferva- 
tions on the Cafpian Sea, which is the northern boundary Cafiian 
of Media. This large body of waters was, by the ancients, fea. 
called indifferently the Cafpian and Hyrcanian Scj, from 
the Cafpians and hlyrcanians, whofe fhores it wafhed. 
However, Tliny makes fome ditfcrence between thefe two 
appellations, telling us, that on tl)e Cafpian coafts it bears 
the former denomination, and on thofe uf Jlyrcanla the 
latter. The ancient, and likewile the inoclerji geogra- 
phers, had but a very imperfect knowlege of the true fi- 
tuation, extent, coafts, and bays of this fea, before the 
difeoveries made lately by a very able navigator and geo- 
grapher (D); and therefore what has been laid by others, 
is only to be relied on fo far as it agrees with the accounts 
he has given us. Ptolemy and even Herodotus knew that 
the Cafpian was furrounded on all fidcs by land, without 
-any communication with other feas, or vifible efflux 5 
whence fome thought that it ought to be called a lake, 
rather than a fea. Hpwever, Strabo *, Pliny Pomponius 
Mela', and Arrian*”, wrote, that it was joined either to 
the Indian or Northern Ocean ; but we are well alfured 
by experience that they were miftaken. Ptolemy, though 
not guilty of this error, was greatly miftaken as to its ex- 
tent from eaft to weft ; for he reckons it to have been 
about twenty three degrees and a half, whereas it does 
not exceed, where wideft, three degrees forty-two mi* 
nutes; and where narroweft, one degree twenty-two mi- 
nutes. He likewife places it three degrees more to the 
north than it really is. Thefe miftakes were obferved, 

h Chardin, vol i. p. i?5. i Strab. lib. x. p. 83. ttPlin. 

3ib. VI. cap. 13. 1 Pompon. Meh lib. iii. cap. 5. ^ Lib. 

vii. p. 477- 

(D) Mr. Vanverden, who fervations, together with Mr, 
by orders of the late czar, Vanverden’s new chart, were, 
formed a very exaift chart of by order of the czar, commu- 
the Cafpian, from obfervations nicated to the Royal Academy 
made by him on the fpot, in of Sciences at Varig. 

J720, 1721, 1722, Thefeob- 
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^he Hlftory of the Medes, 

and in fomc degree redrcfled by Abu’lfeda, an Arabian 
prince, and able geographer, who in 1320 difcovered the 
true fituation of the Calpian, and abridged its extent by a 
third of what Ptolemy had allowed it. By this altera^n 
its length was no more in longitude, as Ptolem) hii 
it, but in latitude, as it truly is. Abu’lfeda's obfervafions 
were greatly improved by Bourrous, Olearius, and Jenkins 
fon ; but the true dimenfions of this fea were not afeer- 
tained till the late obfervations above mentioned 5 by 
which we are aflured that it lies between the 37th and 
48th degrees of north latitude, and does not exceed three 
degrees forty-two minutes in its greateft longitude, which 
gives it a quite different figure from what it is reprefented 
to have in the maps of Ptolemy, and in the writings of 
the other ancient geographers. 

The Perfians call this fea Kulfum, or the fea of Aftra- 
can i the Ruffians, the fea of Gualenfkoi ; the Georgians, 
Sowa 5 the Armenians, Soof. It receives the river Wolga, 
which itfelf is like a fea, and near two hundred others, into 
its bofom j and yet is never decreafed nor diminifhed, nor 
obferved to ebb or flow. This conftant plenitude has given 
rife to many fpeculations ; and fome have imagined, that 
it nuifh neceilarily have fome fubterraneous communica- 
tion either with the Black Sea, though a hundred leagues 
diftant, or with the Perfian Gulf, which is near two hun- 
dred leagues diftant from it. Father AvriJ, a modern tra- 
veller, feems to favour the latter opinion, and alleges this 
proof to confirm it, viz. that over-againft the province of 
Xilan, in Perfia, there are two immenfe whirlpools, which, 
with an incredible rapidity, and frightful noife, fuck in 
and fwallow whatever comes near them, and arc confe- 
quently caufed by fome great cavity in the earth. He 
adds, that every year, about the latter end of autumn, 
a great quantity of willow-leaves are obferved floating on 
the water by thofe who inhabit the coafts of the Perfian 
Gulf ; and as this tree is no where to be found near the 
Perfian Gulf, and on the other hand, the coafts of the 
Cafpian, towards the province of Xilan, are covered with 
them, he concludes, that there muft be fome fubter- 
raneous intercourfe between thefe two feas. This ob- 
fervation, if true, is a ftrong proof of fome fecret com- 
munication between thefe two bodies of water, the leaves 
being conveyed through fubterraneous fiflures from the 
one to the other. The water of this fea is fait, like that 
of other feas, notwithftanding the opinion of the ancients 
ro the contrary; and its freflmefs in fome parts near the 

ftiore, 
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ftiote, is only owing to the rivers that difeharge them- 
felves into it. It is neither of a different colour from 
other feas, nor without various forts of fifli, as Okarius, 
an tye-witnefs, affures us, and thereby difproves the opinion 
o5,lh«-^w^nts, who believed it to be of a blackifh co- 
loui^ and to “have but one kind of fifti, and that of a 
monllrous form. We fhall conclude this feftion with ob- 
ferving, that the ignorance of the ancients, with relation 
to this fea, or lake, as fome affeft to call it, may be 
urged as an argument of the imperfect knowlegc they had 
of thefe northern parts of the Perfian empire, and at the 
fame time warn us not to depend on their accounts, unlefs 
vouched by the teftimonies of modern travellers, who 
have with far greater care, and better fuccefs, furveyed 
thefe remote regions. 

SECT. II. 

Of the Antiquity, Government, Laws, Religion, Cuf- 
ioms, Arts, Learning, and Trade of the Medes> 

W E have already derived the Medes from Madai, 
the third fon of Japhet, and thereby put them 
upon the level with the moft ancient nations. In procefs 
cf time feveral colonies from the adjacent countries fettled 
among them, being invited thither by tlie fruitfulnefs of 
the foil, which gave rife to the various tribes into which 
that people were anciently divided. 

Their government was originally monarchical, and they 
feem to have had kings of their own in the earlieft times. 
Laflantius mentions one Hydafpes, who, according to 
him, reigned long before the Medes were conquered by 
the AlTyrians. And Diodorus tells us, that Pharnus, 
king of the Medes, was with his feven fons defeated and 
taken prifoner by Ninus, in tbe very beginning of the Af- 
fyrian empire But his accounts of thofe early times are 
no ways to be relied on, and as we have taken the Scrip- 
ture for our guide, it follows that the Affyrian empire did 
not begin until the days of Pul, as it has been already 
fully fliewn ; whereas Ctefias, and his copyift Diodorus, 
have made this empire as old as the flood; and given us 
the names of all the Affyrian kings from BeJus, and his 
feigned fon Ninus, to Sardanapulus. According to the 
Cucceffion of the Affyrian kings, as ftated by them, that 

* Diodor, Sicul. lib. v, cap. 5. 
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empire continued about thirteen hupdred and fixty years*, 
whereas Herodotus tells us that it laucd only five hundred 
years, and even his numbers are all too long. They were 
firft brought under the Afl'yrian yoke by Pul, accordinata 
US, the founder of that monarchy, or by his 
ceffbr Tiglath-Pilefer. Till that time they were probftly 
governed by their own kings, as were, according to noly 
writ the neighbouring nations. In the reign of Sennacherib 
they fhook off the AlTyrian yoke, and fell into anarchy, 
which Jafted until the reign of Dejoces, as we fliall fee in 
the following feftions. Their kings, after the revolt, were 
quite abfolute, and controuled by no law, 

JiJlAnners Medes were once a very warlike race, but in pro- 

and cuf- cefs of time became one of the moft effeminate nations of 

toms, Afia. They ufed the fame armour as the Perfians, whom 

they are faid to have taught the art of war, efpecially to 
handle with dexterity the bow; and likewife to have been 
the firft that introduced luxury into Pcrfia, which at length 
occafioned the downfal of that empire ^ Polygamy was 
fo far from being difreputable among them, that they were 
bound by law to maintain at leaft feven wives, and thofe 
women were looked upon with contempt, who maintain- 
ed fewer than five hufbandsP. In war they fmeared their 
arrows with a bituminous liquor called naphta, whereof 
there was great plenty in Media, Pcrfia, and AffyrU. 
The arrou's being fet un fire, and fliot from a Hack bow, 
burnt the flcfli with fuch violence, that water rather en- 
creafed than extinguifiicd the Flame. Daft alone could 
put a flop to it, and in fome degree allay the unfpeakable 
pain it occafioned. They arc likewife faid to have bred a 
number of large dogs, to whom they ufed to throw the 
bodies of their friends, parents, and relations, vi'hcn at 
the point of death, looking upon it as diQ’ionourable to 
die in their beds, or be laid in the ground 'J. 

Some writers charge the Medes wich being the firft au- 
thors of making euiiuclis ; but others impute this exc^ 
crable pracliee to the Perfians. The cuftom of confirming 
alliances with the blood of the contradling parties, which 
obtained among all the eaftern nations, even in the Roman 
times, was originally peculiar to the Medes- When they 
were to ftrike alliances, they ufed to tie together, with an 
hard bandage, the thumbs of their right hands, until the 

® Strabo, lib, xi. Xenophon. Cyropsd. lib. i. p. 7. P Strabo^ 
lib. XL p. 556, q Bardefan ap. Eufeb. Prsepar, Evang. lib. 

vi. cap, ^ Atbenicus. lib. xii, 
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blood ftartlng to the extremities, was, by a flight cutf 
difcharged. This they mutually fucked ; and a league 
thus confirmed, was efteemed molt awful, as myfterioufly 
folimmized with the blood of the parties 

• iws and religion of the Medes were much the 
fam^ with thofe of the Perfians ; wherefore we fhall defer 
what may be faid of them, until we come to the hiftory of 
the Perfians, from the oriental writers. We lhall only 
obferve, that, when a law was once enadted, it was not 
in the king's power to repeal it, or to reverfe a decree he 
had once made ; whence the laws of the Medes are, in 
holy writ, called unchangeable ^ 

They paid their kings the greateft refpeft imaginable, 
raifingthem to a level even with their gods, and honour- 
ed their fovereign with the haughty title of freat king, or 
king of kings. When they appeared in public, which fel- 
dom happened, they were always attended by mufic, and 
numerous guards, confifting of the prime nobility; their 
wives, children, and concubines, being part of their re- 
tinue, even when they headed their armies in the field. 

As to their arts, learning, and trade, we are quite iit 
the dark Their country abounded with many excellent 
produdfions, as well for the ufe of the inhabitants 
as for foreign exportation ; but whether they ever ap- 
plied themlelves to trade is what we find no where re- 
corded. During the Ihort time of their monarchy, they 
feem to have applied their thoughts only to warlike cxer- 
cifes, namely, to horfemanftiip and archery, in which 
they furpafled all other nations; the Median horfe being no 
lefs celebrated by the ancients, than were in after-ages 
the Perfian infantry ^ 

SECT. III. 

^he Chronology of the Medes^ to the Tranjlatlon of their 
Empire to the Perfians, 

have formerly fhewn how Ctefias and his follow, 
ers have darkened the chronology of the Ally- 
rians, Babylonians, and Medes with fuch enormous ana- 
chronifms, that it is difficult to afeertain the rife or fall 
of thofe potent monarchies. To proceed with all the 

• Tacit. Annal, xii. t Dan, vi, 8, “ Xenoph, Cyropscil. 

lib, i, cap. 7 i 
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clcarnefs and perfpicuity fo perplexed a fubjecl will allow, 
we {hall diftinguifh, in the chronology of the Medes, 
three remarkable occurrences, which will give birth to as 
many different reras, viz, the recovery of their liberty after 
they had been fubdued by the Affyrians 5 the rife^ raf^hcit 
kingdom, after fomc yeans of anarchy ; and fhe beginr/ing 
of their empire, which, it is agreed on all hands, rofe on 
the ruins of the Affyrian monarchy. The firit king of 
the Affyrians, who brought the Medes under fubje(flion, 
was either Pul, the founder of the Affyrian empire, or 
his immediate fucceffor Tiglath-Pilefer ; for this prince 
having, at the requeft of Ahaz, king of Judah, made war 
upon Kezin king of Damafcus, and reduced that capital, 
tranfplanted its inhabitants to Kir and Media j whence it 
is plain that the Medes were then fubjeft to the Affyri- 
ans ; and confequently, that they muft have been fub- 
dued cither in the reign of Pul, or foon after the acceflion 
of Tiglath-Pilefer to the crown. Pul makes his firft ap- 
pearance in Scripture during the reign of Menahem, king 
of Ifrael, in the year of the flood 1577, before Chrift 
771. Tiglath-Pilefer, who is fuppofed to have been his 
fon, fucceeded him in the year of the flood 1608, before 
Chrill 740. That there was no Affyrian empire before 
the days of Pul, appears, both from the Scripture, and 
from the particular hiftories of each kingdom; fo that the 
Medes eould not be fubdued by them before the rime we 
have mentioned. From the time of Pul or Tiglath-Pile- 
fer, they continued in fubjedtion to the Affyrians until 
the reign of Sennacherib, which began about the year of 
the flood 1635, before Chriff 713. They took advantage, 
it is likely, of his long and diflant abfence, or of the fud- 
den {laughter of his army near Egypt, and fliaking off the 
yoke, defended their liberty, by dint of arms, again ff the 
power of the Affyrians, which was now in its decline. 
Thefe are the troubles which prevented Toliit from going 
into Media, according to his cuflom ^ ; and they muft 
have happened about ihe latter end of Sennacherib’s reign, 
that is about the year of the flood 1638, before Chrift 
7 10. The Medes, having thus refeued their country from 
the Affyrian bondage, fell into a kind of anarchy, as He- 
rodotus informs us, which gave Efar-Haddon, or Afl’ar- 
Hadon, who fucceeded Sennacherib, and was a va- 
lorous and fortunate prince, an opportunity of bringing 
great part of Media, if not the whole country, anew un- 
der 


V 2 King? xvi* 7, 9. 
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tier fubjeftlon. How long the anarchy may have lafted is 
niot eafy to determine. Some include the years of the anar- 
chy in the fifty-three, which Dejoces, their firft king, is 
faid to have reigned. If we fuppofe the Medes to have 
fevol^-^d-m the year before Chrift 710, and allow fifty- 
thrt;e years tt> the reign of Dejoces, the anarchy cannot 
have lafled above one year: for Dejoces, who in the book 
of Judith, is called Arphaxad, was killed by Saofduchi- 
nus, or Nebuchadonofor, in the year 6 ^ 6 , which was the 
twelfth of Saofduchinus’s reign, who came to the crown in 
the year 668 before the Chriflian sera. But the reign of 
Dejoces, who, as we read in Herodotus had fome time 
cxercifed the office of judge, before he was chofen king, 
is evidently too long *, and we may fafely abridge it of fif- 
teen or twenty years, adding them to the anarchy. From 
the beginning of the reign of Dejoces, to the deftruiSl:ion 
of Nineveh, which happened in the ninth year of the 
reign of Jeholakim, that is, in the year of the flood 
1747, before Chrilt 601, Media may be properly ftylcd a 
kingdom. From the deflruftion of Nineveh, we may 
date the rife of the empire of the Medes 5 for the con- 
querors, that is, Nebuchadnezzar and Cyaxares, having 
fliared the AfTyrian empire, they both became very power- 
ful, and reduced mod of the neighbouring nations. Their 
empire lafted till the taking of Babylon ; for Xenophon 
tells us that after the redu£lion of that city, Cyrus went 
to the king of the Medes at Ecbatan, and fucceeded him 
in the kingdom. Babylon was taken fixty-three years 
after the deftrudJtion of Nineveh, to which we may add 
the two years that Darius the Mede reigned over that city ; 
fo that the empire of the Medes lafted fixty-five years, at 
the period of which the Perfian empire took rife in Cyrus. 
That Darius the Mede reigned over Babylon is unqueftion- 
able \ for he is faid, in Scripture to have introduced there 
the immutable laws of the Medes and Perfians. In his 
reign, the Medes are ever placed before the Perfians as 
the Perfians, in the reign of Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, arc 
before theMedes^. 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the Medes, we fhall 
exhibit the feries of their kings, according to feveral au- 
thors. 

y Lib. i. cap. 96. z Cyrop. lib. viii, * Dan. vi. 

II, 15. ^ Dan. ubi fiipra, 6 c y. iB. viii. zo, > £(lh. i. 

3, 14, iS, 19. Dan. X, 1, 20. 6c xi» a. 
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A Table of the Kingt of the' Medes^ according to Herodotus^ 
Diodorus Siculus^ Eufebius^ and SynccHus, 


Acc. to Herodot, 


Acc. to Died. 


Acc. to Eafeb. 


Aci ;^to 5 y n 




• « « • « 


1 Dejoces 
£ Phraortea 
Cyaxards 
Aftyages 


• • I Aibaces i Arbacea 

• • 2 Mandauces 50 % Sofarmus 

• * 3 Sofarmus 30 % Medidus 

• ♦ 4 Articas 50 4 Cardiccaa 

• * 5 Arbacines 2a * • * * *^ * 

* 6 Artaeus 40 ***** • 

• * 7 Artynes az 5 Dejoces 

53 S Anttbarnes4o 6 Phraortes 

aa 9 Aftibares *• 7 Cy^xarei 

40 10 Apandaa or S Af^yas 
35 Attyages 


%% 1. Arbaces ^ aS 
30 a Mandiucesao 
40 3 Sofarmus 30 
13 4 Articas 30 


54 5 D'lceces 54 
24 6 Aphraartes5t 
3z i Cyaxares 3^ 
3^ g Attyages\ ^ 
orDaiius J 


Total 150 259 iSj 


This tabic contains ^hat may be called two original ca-. 
talogues, thofc of Herodotus and Diodorus, as this laft 
has Dorrowed it from Ctefias. The other two arc com-p 
pounded of both, with an equal deference to each as far 
Bs they go. By what we have laid down above, it appears 
that Herodotus is not greatly miftaken in his numbers, 
Ctefias enumerates ten kings of Media, whofe names are 
different from thofe mentioned by Herodotus, except the 
laft, whom he calls Aftyages, and Diodorus denominatea 
Apandas. The reigns of the eight firft amount to two 
hundred and eighty-two years, and thofe of the two laft: 
are omitted; but, if they are fupplied from Herodotus, 
they will come very near Juftin’s account; who fuppofes 
the kings of Media to have reigned three hundred and 
fifty years. Eufebius and Syncellus differ as widely from 
Ctefias as from each other, except in the name and 
reign of the firft king Arbaces ; and bcficles, omit two 
of his ten. They pay a greater refpeft to Herodotus, 
whom they copy more exactly, at leaft with regard to 
h\s names, though they vary fometimes very materially 
from him in tlie lengths of the reigns. As for the va- 
riations between thole writers, it would be a fruitlefs talk; 
to enquire into them ; efpecially as it muft appear, from 
Vv^hat we have faid already, that they are both grofsly 
miftaken. 


SECT/. 
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SECT. IV. 

Hiftory of the MedeSm 


E ftiair begin with what wc may call the fabulous 
hiftory of the Medes, excra£led from Ctefias, his 
tranfcriber Ditxlorus, and their followers. According to 
thefe, the Medes were governed by kings of their own> 
before the early days of Ninus, the pretended founder of 
the Aftyrian monarchy \ for, when Ninus invaded this 
country it was ruled by one Pharnus, who being defeated 
by that mighty warrior, was taken prifoner, and cruci- 
fied with his wife and feven children Thus Media was 


reduced to a province of the Aflyrian empire, and re- 
mained fubjedl to the fuccelTors of Ninus until the time 
of Sardanapalus. However, they made fomc attempts 
towards the recovery of their liberty during the regency 
of Semiramis, and minority of her fon Ninyas ; for fhe is 
faid to have invaded Media with a mighty army, and en-* 
camping near a mountain called Bagiftan, to have mada 
a pleafant garden twelve furlongs in compafs, Ihe 
mountain was dedicated to Jupiter, and had on one fide 
craggy rocks, feventeen furlongs high, which fhe afeended 
on the packs and loads carried by the beafts of burden that 
followed her army. In the lower part of this rock, fhe 
caufed her ftatue to be hewn out, and a hundred of her 
guards attending her. From hence Ihe marched to Chaon, 
a city of Media, where, on the top of a very lofty rock, 
ftie formed another pleafant garden, with ftately edifices, 
whence fhe might behold the beauties of the fpot, and 
her whole army encamped in the plain. From Chaoix 
file advanced towards Ecbatan, and, on her march, level- 
led mount Zarcacum, which was many furlongs in extent, 
filled up valleys, and in fpite of nature, opened a plain 
and eal'v way to Ecbatan, which to our author’s time was 
called Semiramis’s road ^ Thefe extraordinary works, 
as they were lafting monuments of her conquefts, not on- 
ly over the rebellious Medes, but nature itfclf, kept that 
nation in a Tervile fubje<[dion and dependency to the reign 
of Sardanapalus, that is for the fpace of near fourteen hun- 
dred years, when Arbaces, governor of Media, and Bele- 
fis, governor of Babylon, put an end to the AlTyrian em- 
pire, in the manner related in the Hiftory of Aflyria. 
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Arbaces, firft king of the Medes, after their revolt, ia 
reprefented as a prince of great generofity and gratitude. 
He fubdued all Afia, and reigned twenty-eight years. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Mandauces, who reigned 
fifty years : being a prince of a peaceable difpoltrion, ^ni 
his uibje£ls dcfirous of fome refpite after the violent 
ftruggles for liberty and empire in the laft reign, we find no 
mention of any military tranfaftions duriiighisgovernment. 

Sofarmus appears next, by fome called Medidus, He 
reigned thirty years, and this is all we find of him upon 
record. 

Artias, by fome called Arbycas, by others Cardiccas, 
reigned next. From his name, fome, who indulge ety- 
mologies, prefume that he was a great and glorious 
prince, the word Arti, or Arta, in the compofition of his 
name, AznoUi\ g greatnefs^ as it fignifies according to the 
interpretation of Herodotus, in that of the Perfian Arta* 
xerxes ^ 

After him came Arbianes, in whofe reign a war broke 
out between the Medes and the Caducians, who at the 
inftigation of one Parfodes, rifing up in arms, ftiook off 
the yoke, which they had for fome time groaned under. 
Parfodes was by birth a Perfian •, but the chief favourite 
and prime minifter of Arbianes king of the Medes, whom 
he ferved with great fidelity, until being highly provoked 
by a fentence pronounced againft him by that prince, he 
fled with three thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, to 
the Cadufians; where he not only withdrew his obedience 
to Arbianes, but ftirred up the whole nation to a revolt. 
The Cadufians, thus encouraged to contend for their liber- 
ties, committed the whole management of the war to Parfo- 
des, as the moft proper perfon, on all accounts, to command 
their army and condu£l its operations ; but, before he took 
the field, Arbianes died, after a reign of twenty years. 

Artaeus came to the crown while the Cadufians were-, 
making vafl preparations to invade his kingdom ; and un- 
derllanding that Parfodes was advancing towards the fron- 
tiers at the head of two hundred thoufand men, he thought it 
high time to curb the infolence of that rebel. Accordingly 
having raifed an army of eight hundred thoufand men, he 
marched out with this mighty boll, and engaged the rebels ; 
but was moft fhamefully routed, and forced to fave him- 
felf by flight, leaving fifty thoufand of his men dead on 
the field of battle. Upon this vidory the Cadufians pro- 

^Hei'odot. lib. vi. cap. 98 . 
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dalmed Parfodes their kingj whoy accepting the crown, 
infpired his new fubjefts with that irreconcileable hatred 
^hich he had conceived againft the Medes, and laid the 
joCftidations of a perpetual enmity between the two na- 
tio^is. Kc is faid to have folemnly conjured the Cadufians, 
even on his' death-bed, to wage eternal war with the 
Medes, ‘'^nd never to lay down their arms, until that odi- 
ous nation utterly abolifhed, loading at the fame 

time, with curfes and imprecations, fuch of his fuccefTors, 
as ever fhould, upon any terms whatfoever, be reconciled 
with them. In purfuance of this, as we may call it his 
laft will, the Cadufians watched all opportunities of ha- 
rafling the Medes with inroads, and doing them what mif- 
chief they could, until the empire was transferred from 
them to the Perfians s. 

After Arta^us, Artynes reigned twenty-two years; but 
did nothing worth mentioning. He was fucceeded by 
Artibarnas ’or Artabanus, in whofe reign the Parthians re- 
voltiniT, put tbemfelves under the protecl;ion of the Sacx, 
a people inhabiting mount Htemodus, which, feparatcs 
liidia from Scythia, This revolt occufioned a war of 
many years between the Medes and the Sacx, who were 
then governed by the famed Zanara, a heroine of great 
prowefs. That princefs is no lefs celebrated, by our au- 
thor, for her courage and conduft in war, than her beauty. 
She had, according to him, refeued her country from the 
tyranny of the neighbouring princes, civilized her fubje£ls, 
and inured them to military Jifeipline, and the toils of 
war. After llie bad for many years Iraraded the Merles, 
a peace was at laft concluded between her and Artibarnas, 
on the following equitable conditions, that the Parthians 
fhould fubmit to the Medes, and the Sacae and Medes 
quietly enjoy what they poflefled at the beginning of the 
war 

' Hitherto we have dwelt on what we may fafely call the 
fabulous hiftory of the Medes ; thefe .kings, or moft of 
them, being no where found but in the books, or rather 
in the imagination of Ctefias, which was very fertile in 
the produclion of monfters. We now come to the ge- 
nuine hiftory of Media, as it has been tranfmitted to us by 
authors of a quite different charadter. 

The Medes having thrown off the yoke of the AfTyrlans 
in the reign of Sennacherib, lived fome time without a 
king ; but were again brought under fubjedtion by one of 
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their own country, whofe name was Dejoces. He Is 
reprefented as a fubtle crafty man, aiming at abfolute 
power; and is faid to have compafled his defign in th«^ 
following manner : the Medes were, at that time, divtScd 
into feveral diftri£ls, in one of which lived Dejtjces, who, 
feeing all kinds of licentioufnefs prevail over the v/nole 
country, applied himfelf to the adminiftration ^ juftice 
with great zeal and diligence. The the fame 

diftriS obferving the equity of his conduft, chofe him for 
their judge, and he, afpiring to the fovereign power, per- 
formed that office with all poffible regard to juftice. Thus 
he not only acquired a great reputation in his own diftrift, 
but among thofe alfo of the other divlfions, who looked 
upon him as the only impartial judge of the whole nation j 
whence fuch as thought themfelves injured by unjuft fen- 
tences, reforted from all parts to him, in order to obtain 
juftice. At length the number of thofe, who applied to 
him for fedrefs, increafing in proportion to the great fame 
of his equity, and the whole care of adminiftering juftice 
being devolved upon him, he unexpeftedly abfented him- 
felf from the place where he ufed to determine differences, 
declaring he would no longer perform that office, and 
fubmitting it to the judgement of his countrymen, whether 
it waa reafonable that he ftiould negleft his private affairs 
to attend thofe of the public. Hereupon rapine and all 
manner of wickednefs prevailing again to fuch a degree, 
that it was not fafe to live in the country, the Medes called 
a general aflembly of the whole nation, to deliberate on 
the means of reforming the abufes that were daily becom- 
ing more frequent. Upon this occafion, thofe who were 
in the intereft of Dejoces obferved, that, if a ftop was 
not put to the diforders, which had already overfpread the 
land, they ftiould foon be obliged to abandon their country 
to a foreign enemy. They, therefore, advifed their coun- 
trymen to appoint a king of their own nation, as the only 
expedient that could refeue them from impending ruin. 
Their propofal was received with general approbation ; 
Dejoces was named to the fovereignty, and, with univer- 
fal applaufe placed upon the throne 

Yr. of FI. He was no fooner eleQed king, and vefted with the 
fupreme power, than he threw off the mafk, and com- 
mencea tyrant 

The firft ftep he took, after his promotion, was to 

Dejnes command his new fubjefts to build him a palace fuitable 

chitfen king^ 


* Herodot, lib. i. cap. 95—99* 
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to his dignity, and to appoint him guards for the fafety of 
his perfon. He was obeyed ; and, on the ground which 
jje chofe, a ftrong and ftately fabric was erefted for his- 
oraliiary refidence. At the fame time he was allowed to 
cho^fe for4iis guard, out of the whole nation, fuch as 
he tTmught mOft proper for that truft. Thus fettled on 
the thrw^e, he united the feveral diftrifts, into which the 
Medes haVt teen^di ^ided during the anarchy, and turned 
his thoughts towards building a ftrong city, which might 
be the metropolis of his new kingdom. Accordingly the 
famous city of Ecbatan was built, purfuant to his orders 
and diredlions ; a city which, in procefs of time, became 
very famous in thofe parts. 

I)ejoces, now lodged in a magnificent and well-defended 
city, enadled certain laws, to be obfen^ed by all his fub- 
jedts of what rank foever. Thefe imported, that no one 
fhould be admitted to his prefence, but tranfaft all things 
by his fervants and mfnifters ; that none fhould be allowed 
even to fee him, that were not immediately of his houfhold \ 
and that for any, that attended him, to laugh or fpit in 
his prefence, fhould be accounted a great indecency, and 
contrary to the refpedt which is due to a fovereign. Though 
he kept himfelf thus concealed from the eyes of the peo- 
ple, yet he was informed of every thing that happened in 
his dominions, maintaining, for that end, many emif- 
faries in all the provinces of his government, who brought 
him a minute account of every tranfaftion 

Dejoces having thus civilized his unpolifhed fubjefts, 
began to entertain thoughts of extending the limits of his 
new kingdom; and, with this view, invaded AfTyria, 
which was now in its decline, and greatly •weakened by 
the revolt of many nations, who, following the example 
of the Medes, had fhaken off the Aflyrian yoke. But 
Saofduchinus, or Nabuchodonofor, at that time king of 
AfTyria, meeting him in the great plain of liagau, a battle 
enfued, in which the Medes were utterly defeated, and 
Dejoces himfelf flain, after a reign, according to- Hero- 
dotus, of fifty-three years, Nabuchadonofor, following 
his blow, reduced feveral cities of Media, and, among the 
reft, Ecbatan itfelf, which he almoft entirely deftroyed ^ 

He was fucceeded by his fon- Phmprtes, who being of a 
warlike temper, and not fatisfied with the kingdom of 
Media, which his father had left, invaded Perfia ; and is 
faid to have brought that nation under fubjeftion to the 

K Herodot, lib* i, cap. 9p— loir ^ Judith ir 14 
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Medes ^ But we are inclined to difagree with our author 
in this particular, and to afcribe the conquefh of Perfia, 
not to Phraortes, but to his fon and fucceiTor Cjraxares^ 
However, he fubdued feveral of the neighbouring naiclons> 
attacking them one after another till he nude hkiifelf 
mafter of almoft all the Upper Afia, lying between Mount 
Taurus and the river Halys. Elated with the fuc- 

cefs that attended his army, at kngthfJi^^^gr^ed AlTyria-, 
inade himfelf mafter of great part of the country, and 
even laid fiege to Nineveh, the metropolis of the empire; 
But here his good fortune abandoning him,, he perifhed, 
with the greater part of his army, in the attempt, after 
having reigned twenty-two years 

Yr. oF FI. Upon the death of Phraortes his fon Cyaxares was 
AntVchr throne. He was a brave and enterprifing 

6^^. * prince ; and, indeed, fuch a man was then more than 

ever wanting, to fave the nation from impending flavery, 

CjaxarcsI. moft part of the kingdom being already poftefled by the 
Aftyrians. Having fettled himfelf well in his kingdom, 
and brought his troops under good difeipline (E), he foon 
recovered what the AfTyrians had taken during the reigns 
of his father and grandfather. What he had next at heart 
was to avenge their death, by the deftrudbion of Nineveh ; 
accordingly, having aflembled’ all his forces, he marched 
out, with a deilgn to treat that city as Nebuchodonofor 
had treated the metropolis of Media. The Aflyrians 
meeting him on the frontiers, whh the remains only of 
that great army which had been deftroyed before Bethulia, 
an engagement enfued, wherein the former were defeated, 
and driven into Nineveh. Cyaxares, purfuing his vidlory, 
laid clofe fiege to the city, but was foon obliged to give 
over the enterprize, and employ his troops in the defence 
of his own kingdom h 

Scythians A formidable army of Scythians, having driven the Cim- 
merians out of Europe, were in full march in purfuit of their 

^Herodotiubi fupra. ^ Idem Ibidem. J Idem, ibid, 

cap. 103. 


(E) He was the firft, accord- can hardly believe, when we 
ing to Herodotus, that mar- confider that the nations of 
llialled the people of Afia into this part of Afia were engaged 
diftinifi bodies, of lances, caval- in continual wars, and confe- 
ry, and archers ; whereas, be- quently muft have been more 
fgre his time, horfe and foot, experienced in the military 
pikemen and archers, engaged art(i)* 

• promifeuoufly, But this we 

(OVid.HMTodoti lib. i* 
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flying enemies, and ready to enter Media. They were come 
from the neighbourhood of the Palus Maeotis, and com- 
M»aijinded by king Madyes, the fon of Protothyas This Ma- 
dyi^^an be no other than Indathyrfus the Scythian, who 
invajfed Afih, as Strabo informs us and, having laid wafte 
great yart of that country, advanced to the confines of Egypt» 
Cyaxare§>;m fooner heard of their march, than breaking 
up the ficgeN^f J^n^veh, he advanced with all his, forces 
againll them. The two armies engaged ; and the Menes, 
though encouraged by the example of their king, who, 
on that occafion, gave proofs of an extraordinary valour. 
Were utterly routed. The conquerors having no other 
enemy to contend with, over-run not only all Media, but 
the greater part of Upper Afia. From thence they ex- 
tended their conquefts into Syria, as far as the Confines of 
Egypt. But Pfammeticus, king of that country, meeting 
them in perfon, prevailed upon thofe barbarians, partly by 
intreaties, and partlyby prefencs, to proceed no farther; and 
thereby faved his country from the heavy opprellion which 
his neighbours groaned under". In this expedition the 
Scythians poffefled thcmfelves of the city Beth-Sheam, in 
the territories of the tribe of ManalTeh, on this fide the 
Jordan, and held it as long as they continued in Afia ; 
whence it Is called Scythopolis, or the city of the Scy- 
thians On their return from Egypt, as they pafTed 

through the land of the Philiftines, fome of the ftrag- 
glers plundered the temple of Venus at Afcalon, which 
was believed the moft ancient in the world dedicated to 
that goddefs. To avenge this outrage, the goddefs is faid 
to have inflldled on thofe who were concerned in the facri- 
lege, and their pofterity, the haemorrhoids. 

The Scythians were, for the fpace of twenty-eight 
years, mailers of the Upper Afia, namely the two Arme- 
nias, Cappadocia, Pontus, Colchus, Iberia, and great 
part of Lydia. Cyaxares, fii?ding it impra£licable to get 
rid of his troublefome guefts by open force, refolved to 
try what might be elFedled by firatagem ; and accord- 
ingly invited the greatell part of them to a general feall, 
which was given in every family. Each hofl intoxicat- 
ed his gutft ; and in that condition were the Scythians 
maflacred, and the kingdom delivered from a long and 
cruel bondage. The Medes thea repolTeffed themfeWea 

Strabo, lib* I. propc inicium. “ Herodot. lib. i. cap. 105, 

lib. ii. cap. i. & iib. vii. cap. ao. ” SjneeJ. p. 114. 
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of tiie provinces they had loft, and once more extended 
their empire to the banks of the Halys, which was their 
ancient boundary weftward P- ^ 

Cyaxares, having thus freed his country from the^QO- 
preffion of the Scythians, found himfelf foon after stag- 
ed in a war with the Lydians. The occafioh of thifi war 
is thus related by Herodotus Upon a fedition^at hap- 
pened among the Scythian KnmaHpQ^ ^ of theni' 

made their efcape into Media; where they were not only 
entertained with great humanity by Cyaxares; but en- 
trufted with the education of divers youths, whom they 
were to inftruft in the ufe of the bow, and in the Scy- 
thian language. Thefe ftrangers went frequently to hunt> 
and often regaled Cyaxares with part of their game ; but 
being one day unfuccefsful, that prince treated them witli 
moft opprobrious language. This theyrefented, and agreed 
to kill one of the youths committed to their care, drefs his* 
flefh like venifon, and ferve it up to Cyaxares and his guefts.- 
They executed what they propofed ; and then flying to 
Sardis, implored the prote£lion of Halyattcs king of 
Lydia. Cyaxares immediately difpatched ambafladors to- 
demand the Scythians ; but they not being able to prevail 
with the king of Lydia to deliver them up, a war of five 
years^enfued between the two nations,, with various fuc- 
cefs (F). The battle^ fought in the fixth year of this 
war, was very remarkable, on account of a total eclipfe 
of the fun, which 'happened durhig the engagement, and 

p Herodot. lib. i. cap. io6. 9 Herodot, lib. i, cap. 73, 74^ 

(F) This Herodotus deli- bad particular reafons to diftruft' 
vers as the occaiion of a war him,^ for the treachery he had 
between the Medes and the ftiewn towards tbeir country- 
Lydians ; the one king dc- men, as we have related above, 
manding the fugitives, and the Some writers, therefore, with 
other refufing to deliver up greater probability, fuppofe, 
fiich as had put themfelves un- ’that the Scythians, who re- 
der his proteiftion. But to us, tired into Lydia, were fuch as 
we muft own, it does not at had efcaped the maffacre in 
all feem probable, that the Media, and not any other new 
Scythians fhould have ftieltered colony; for that univerfal 
themfelves from their own {laughter being frefli in their 
countrymen in the dominions memories, it is very unlikely, 
of either prince, confidering that other Scythians would 
how odious the Scythian name have come to fettle in the 
muft have been in both king- country where it had" been (0 
doms. As to Cyaxares, they lately perpetrated. 
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is faid to have been foretold by Thales the Mildian (G). 
The Medes ai>d Lydians, who were then in the heat of 
^^.e^ battle, ^ually terrified with this uncommon event, 
they ^ooked upon as a fign of the anger of the gods, 
imiOTdiateiy retreated, and foon after concluded a peace, 
by tbfcmedia'tion of Labynetus, that is Nebuchadnezzar, 
king oT^^bylon, and Syennefis, king of Cilicia. Thi» 
peace was iV'^n^ti-^ned by a marriage between Arycnis, 
the daughter of Halyattes, and Aftyages, the eldeft fon of 
Cyaxares j of which marriage was born, the enfuing year, 
CyaxareS) who, in the book of Daniel, is called Darius 
the Mede 

Cyaxares’s firft care, as foon as he was difengaged from 
the Lydian war, was to refume the fiege of Nineveh, 
which the irruption of the Scydiians had obliged him to 
raife. Having, with this view, entered into a ftrift al- 
liance with Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and con- 
firmed it by a marriage between that prince and his daugh- 
ter Amyite, he leturned, in conjunftion with the Baby- 
lonians, before Nineveh, took the place, flew Sarac the 
king, and levelled that mighty city with the ground • (H). 

This vidtory, with the deftruftion of Ninevehi the 
Jews aferibe to the Chaldxans j the Greeks to the Medes \ 
Tobit, Polyhiftor, Jofepbus, and Ctefias, to both. It gave 
a beginning to the great fjucccfles of Nebuchadnezzar and 

q Hcrodot. lib. i. cap. 73, 74^ x Dan. v. 31. > Herodor, 

Jib. cap. lo6. ALex. Polyhilt. ap. iEufeb. in CUron. p.4^* & ap. 
Syncel. p, zip. . 

(G) That this eclipfc happen- eaft fide of the river. The 

ed, while Cyaxares, the father circuit of Nineveh was, ac- 
of Aflya^s, and Halyattes the cording to Diodorus Siculas, 
father ofCrcefus, were en gag- four hundred and eighty ftadia, 
cd in a battle, is confirmed by that is, lixty of our miles. 
Endemus, his Allronomical Hence it is faid by Jonah to 
Hiftory. ‘ be a city of three days journey, 

(H) On the ruins of the that is, in compafs j for twenty 
old Nineveh, another city was miles is as much as a man can 
raifed, which for a long time well walk in one day. Strabo 
bore the fame name, but never tells us, that it was much 
attained to the grandeur and larger than Babylon, and in 
glory of the former. It is now the fame place fays, that the 
called Moful, fituated on the circuit of Babylon was three 
weft fide of the Tigris, where hundred and eighty-five fur- 
was ancienily only a part of the longs, that is, fiTTcy-eight /of 
fuburbs of the old Nineveh ; our miles, 

for the city itfslf ilood on the 

C 3 Cyaxarra, 


Yr. of F 
1747 - 
Ante Ch 
6di, 


NineVfM 
taken and 
dejiro^td. 
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Cyaxjires, and laid a foundation of the two collateral 
empires, us we may call them, of the Medes and Baby- 
lonians, which rofe on the ruins of the Aflyrian mp^ 
narchy. ffc- 

After the reduCtion of Nineveh, the two Conqu^ofs, 
profecuting their victory, led the confederafe army aj ainft 
Pharaoh-Necho king of Egypt, who had, be-, 

fore, routed the king of Aflyria, anc^iga-^Carchemifti. 
Pharaoh met them near the Euphrates, where he was de-. 
feated, and forced to abandon whatever he had formerly 
taken from the AfTyris^ns ' ; for what once belonged to 
them, Cyaxares and Nebuchadnezzar looked upon now as 
theirs by right of conqueft. After this viftory, they 
feized upon the important place of Carchemilh, and 
reduced all Coelefyria and Phoenice 5 then, with an 
army of Babylonians, Medes, Syrians, Moabites, and 
Ammonites, to the number of ten thoufand chariots, 
a hundred and eighty thoufand foot, and a hundred and 
twenty thoufand horfe, they invaded and laid wafte Sa- 
maria, Galilee, and Scythopolis *, at laft they befieged 
Jerufalcm, and took Jehoiakim prifoner Enriched with 
the fpoils of the conquered nations, they divided their 
forces, Nebuchadnezzar purfuing his conquefts in the 
Weft, and Cyaxares falling upon the Aftyrian provinces 
of Armenia, Pontus, and Cappadocia, w^hich he fubdued, 
with great daughter of the inhabitants. They afterwards 
united their forces once more, and, by the reduftion of 
Perfis and Sufiana, accompliftied the conqueft of the Af- 
lyriaii empire. 

The prophet Ezekiel ^ enumerates the chief nations that 
were fubdued and llaughtered by the two conquerors Cy- 
axares and Nebuchadnezzar : Afhur is there, and all 

her company, (viz, in hades, or the lower parts of the 
earth, where the dead bodies lay buried), his graves are 
about him : all of them flain, fallen by the fword, which 
caufed their terror in the land of the living;. There is 
Elam, and all her multitude round about her grave, all of 
thern flair), fallen by the fword, which are gone down un- 
circumcifed into the nether parts of the earth, which cauf- 
q<l their terror in the land of the livings yet have they 

borne their fhame \vith them that go down into the pit - 

There is Mefhech, Tubal, and all her multitude (viz- 
the Scythians) : her graves are round about him : all of 

‘ 1 Kings xxiv. 7. Jerem. xlvi. x. Eupol. apud Eufeb. Prspu 
Evang. lib. ix. cap, 35. u z Kings xxiv. 12. Dan. i. 1. & 

X Cliroii. x^xvi. 6. > E.ek. xxxii. az, & feqq. 


them 



^he Hlftory of the Medes: 




tliem uncifcumcifcd, 
caufed their terror in 


J75^ 
Ante Chr 
595 - 


flain hj the fword, though they 
the land of the living. — Ihere is 
Edom, her kings and all her princes, which, with their 

raifflvt are laid by them that were flain by the fword. 

be the princes of the North, all of them, and all 
the 2li^donians,' which with their terror, are gone down 
with ftTt>(lain.’^ By the princes of the North are meant 
fuch as weiKnn >> north of Judaea, namely, the princes 
of Armenia and Cappadocia, who fell in the wars which 
Cyaxares waged in reducing thofe provinces, after the dc- 
ftruftion of Nineveh. 

Cyaxares, having thus erefted the kingdom of Media 
into a powerful -empire, and fliared the new acquifitions 
with his Babylonian ally, died, in the fortieth year of his 
reign y ; and was fucceeded by his fon, 

Aftyages, who in Scripture is called Ahafuerus. This Vr. of FI 
prince had, by Aryenis, the daughter of Halyattes king 
of Lydia, Cyaxares the Second, called, in Scripture, Da- 
rius the Mede, who was fixty-two years old when Bel- 
fhazzar was flain at the taking of Babylon. The fame 
year that Cyaxares was born, Alfyages gave his daughter 
Mandane, whom he had by a former wife, to Cambyfes, a 
Perfian ■, from which marriage fprung Cyrus, the founder 
of the Perfian monarchy, and the reftorer of the Jews to 
their country, their temple, and former condition. He 
was born but one year after the birth of his uncle Cy- 
axares, and confequently was in the fixty-firft year of his 
age, when Babylon was taken. Whether his father Cam- 
byfes was king ofPerfia, as Xenophon * would have it, or 
only a nobleman of that country, as we read in Herodotus ■, 
is what we {hall not at prefent examine. Though the 
reign of Aftyages was very long ; having lafted thirty-five 
years, yet we find no particulars of it recorded in hiftory, 
except his repulfing the Babylonians, who, under the con- 
duft of Evil-Merodach, the fon of Nebuchadnezzar, had 
made an Inroad into his country, as we have related in the 
hiftory of Babylon. The victory which he gained on this 
occafion, was, in great part, owing to the valour and 
conduct of Cyrus, who attended his grandfather in this 
expedition, and, though at that time but fixteen years of 
age, fignalized himfelf in a very particular manner, pur- 
fuing the Babylonian, with great flaugbter, to his 
own borders. This rafh and feemingly unjaft undcr- 


y Herodot. lib. i. cap. 107. 
a Herodot. lib, i. cap. 107. 


^ Xenoph. C/ropsd* lib. i. 
Q 4 taking 



14 , Tht Hijiory of the Medesl 

taking of EviUMcrodach, laid the foundation of that 
animofity between the Medes and Babylonians, which 
terminated in the ruin of Babylon. From hence we 
may infer, that Evil-Merodach was not the fon of 
buchadnezzar, by Amyite, the daughter, of Cyaxarek^r 
as others will have it, of Aftyages, but by fome j ther 
wife ; it not being likely, that they would have^tfs en-^ 
gaged in war againft each other, had nearly 

related. It is ftill more improbable, that Evil-Merodach 
(hould undertake fuch hoftilitles, while he was on the 
point of marrying Nitocris, as is commonly reported, who 
was by birth a Mede. 

Yr. of FI, Aftyages, after a reign of thirty-five years, was fuc-^ 
1788. ceeded by his fon Cyaxares, uncle to Cyrus. This prince 
Ante Chr. was fcarce feated on his throne, when he found himfelf 
5 ^°' engaged in a bloody war with Nerigllflar, who had mur-» 
^ ' deted Evil-Merodach, and ufurped the crown of Babylon, 

ll^ The war was carried on with great flaughter on both 
fides by Cyaxares and Cyrus, during the reigns of the 
'ufurper Nerigliffar, of his fon Laborofoarchod, and of Na- 
bonadius, the fon of Evil-Merodach, and ^randfon of Ne-! 
buchadnezzar, in whofe time Babylon was taken, and the 
Babylonian empire utterly ruined. But we (hall defer the 
relating of thefc important events till the reign of that 
great and glorious prince, which, as he was the founder of 
the Perfian monarchy, we fliall refer ve to the hiftory of 
that empire. 

As for Cyaxares, he is faid, in Scripture, to have taken 
the kingdom, after the redudlion of Babylon, and death of 
Belftiazzar ^ \ for Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, held 
the empire only in partnerihip with him, though he had 
entirely acquired It by his own valour ; nay, fo far did he 
carry his complaifance, that he fuffered him to enjoy the firft 
rank : but the command of the army, and the whole ma- 
nagement of affairs, being vefted in Cyrus, he alone was 
looked upon as the ftipreme governor of the empire ; and 
hence it is, that in Ptolemy’s Canon no notice is taken 
of Cyaxares *, but, immediately after the death of Nabona- 
dius, Cyrus is placed there as the next fucceffor. But that 
a Mede reigned at Babylon, after the death of Nabona- 
dius, or, as Herodotus calls ;bim, Labynetus, the laft Ba- 
bylonian king in the Canon, is plain both from Xeno- 
phon* and Scripture. The former tells us, that after the 

*>Xenoph, Cyropsed, lib, viii. 

taking 


T Dan. V. 3f. 
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taking of Babylon, Cyru*; went to the king, of the Medea 
at Ecbatan, and fucceetied him in the kingdom : and we 
jfcad in Scripture, that Babylon was dellroyed by the 
by the kings of the Mcdcs, and the caj^ains 
^SWulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion ** 
that Ihe kingdom of Babylon was “ numbered, and hnifh- 
cd, arob^oken, and given to the Medes and Perfians firft 
to the Meci^s^ unHr*"r)arius, and then to the Perfians under 
Cyrus : for Darius reigned over Babylon like a conqueror, 
not obfervingthe laws of the Babylonians, but introducing 
the immutable laws of the conquering nations, the Medes 
and Perfians ^ This king can be no other than Cyaxares, 
as Xenophon calls him**, or Darius the Mede, as he is 
ftyled by Daniel. The Scripture aferibes the deftruftion 
of Babylon chiefly to Cyaxares, whereof St. Hierom al- 
leges three reafons : firft, becaufe Darius dr Cyaxares was 
the elder of the two; fecondly, becaufe the Medes were 
at that time more famous than the Perfians j and, laftly, 
becaufe the uncle ought to be preferred to the nephew. 
On the other hand, that few of the Greek writers take 
any notice of Cyaxares, may cafily be accounted for ; the 
Perfians, defirous to magnify and extol Cyrus, their coun- 
tryman, gave him all the glory of that conqueft ; and from 
them the Greeks borrowed their relations : befides, Cy- 
rus alone was employed in the ficge of Babylon, Dariua, 
being then abfent ; and the confederate army under his 
conduft ftormed the town, and put an end to the empire 
of Babylon. But Jofephus, who was better informed, 
tells US®, that Darius, with his ally, Cyrus, deftroyed 
the kingdom of Babylon. The fame author adds, that 
this Darius was the fon of Aftyages ; and that he was 
known to the Greeks by another name. Now if we 
alk the Greeks the name of Aftyages's fon, Xenophon ^ 
will tell us, that he was called Cyaxares. As for the 
name of Darius, it was preferved in the Danes, or Sta- 
teres Darici, thofe famous pieces of gold, which, for fe- 
vcral ages, were preferred by the eaftern nations to any 
other coin ; for we are told that thefe were coined, not 
by the lather of Xerxes, but by an earlier Darius, the firft 
king of^ the Medes and Perfians that coined gold. But no 
Darius more ancient than the father of Xerxes is any 


* Ifa. xiii. 17* 19. ^ Jer. 1i. IT. sS. * Dan vi, 8i 

jz. 15. ^ Xenoph. Cyroped. lib. i. cap. 19- e Jofeph, 

Autiq. Hb. xii. cap. 13. f Xenoph. ubi fupra. KSuidasfub 

voce Harpocration. Sebouaflf in Ariflophi Ecclef. p. 74<f 


r4». 
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where faid to have reigned, except this Darius, whom thcr 
Scripture calls Darius the Mede, 

After the reduftion of Babylon, Cyaxares, in concert 
with Cyrus, fettled the affairs of their new empire, divi^^ 
ing it into a hundred and twenty provinces which 
governed by thofe who had diftinguWhed thdmfelvesjpur- 
ing the war. Over thefe governors were appointett^ree 
prefidents, who were conftantly to refid^^l^cgMl^ and re- 
ceiving accounts of what happened in the feveral pro- 
vinces, difpatch the king’s orders to the immediate oU 
ficers i fo that thefe three principal minifters had the fu- 
perintendency over, and the chief adminiftration of, the 
moft weighty affairs of the whole kingdom. Of thefe 
Daniel was appointed the chief; an honour which he- 
highly deferved, 'not only on account of his great wifdom, 
but likewife for his age and confummate experience ; for 
he had now ferved the kings of Babylon full fixty-five 
years, in the quality of prime minifter. As this employ- 
ment advanced him to be the next perfon to the king, it 
ralfed no fmall jealoufy in the other courtiers, who, in 
confpiring againll him, would have compaffed his ruin^ 
had he not been miraculoufly preferved. As the only ar- 
ticle they could lay hold of to difgrace him at court, and 
make him incur the king’s difpleafure, was the law of his 
God, to which they knew him inviolably attached, they 
prevailed with Darius to iffue a proclamation, forbidding 
all perfons to put up any petitiomwhatfoever to God or 
man, except to the king, for the fpace of thirty days, 
upon pain of being caft into the lion’s den. Now as Da- 
niel was offering up his ufual prayers, with his face turned 
toward Jerufalcm, he w^as furprifed, accufed, and, as the 
laws of the Medes were unalterable, condemned to be 
devoured by the lions ; but being miraculoufly delivered 
from their jaws, this malicious contrivance ended in the 
deflruftion of its authors, and greatly raifecl Daniel’s re- 
putation both with Darius and Cyrus K This event pro- 
bably happened while Cyrus was in Syria ; for after hav- 
ing fettled his affairs at Babylon, and furnifhed the gar- 
rifon with fuch troops as were neceflary for the defence of 
the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with the re- 
mainder into Syria, which he brought under fubjeftion 
with the other adjacent countries, extending his conquefts 
as far as the Red Sea, and the confines of Ethiopia. In 
the mean time Darius remained at Babylon, managing the 
civil affairs of the empire ; and in this interval was Da- 

1 * JDaii. vi. 1, a, ^ Idem ibid. vcr. 4, 5, 6, &c, ad fincm. 

nlel 
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jiiel caft into the lion’s den. The Darics were/perhaps, 
coined much about the fame time, out of the gold of the 
conquered Lydians (I). But in the reign of Cyrus, we 
^^ihall give a more diflin£l account of feveral particulars rc- 
Jai’kig to his*two predeceflbrs, Cyaxares and Aftyages. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

‘The Hijiory of the Perfani. 

SECT. I. 

^he Defcription of Perjia, 

I S country, like many others, has, in dilFerent ages, 
been called by different denominations. Perfia is, 
by Mofes called Elam, or, as fome write it, -^lam, 
from Elam the fon of Shem, the father of the firft inha- 
bitants. Herodotus calls its inhabitants Cephenes *, and, 
in very ancient times, the people of this country called 
themfelves Arttei, and the region wherein they dwelt, 
Artaea^. In the books of Daniel, Efdras, &c. we find it 
called Paras, agreeable to the Perfian denomination of 
Pars, or Phars, by which the proper Perfia is called at 
this time. It has alfo been called Achaemenia and Ar- 
faca, from its ancient kings. In* oriental writers it is 
called Agjem, Iran, and Shahiftan, which laft fignifies the 
dominions of the Jhdh, It is true, that, ftriftly fpeaking, 
Achaemenia and Iran are not general names of Perfia, but 
rather parts of that country; yet, as they arc frequently 
ufed in authors to fignify that country which we call Per- 
sia, they may very well be comprehended in this lift of 
names (K). 

^ Genef. x. 22. xiv. 1 Jerem. xxv, 25. Jofeph, Antiq. lib. i. 
cap. 7. 1 Hyde Relig. Vet. Perfar. p. 413. mHorat. 

Ijb. iii. od. i. ver. 44. Ovid dc Arte, lib. i. ver. X26. " Hyde, 

pbi fupra. Chardin's Travels, tom. iii. p. 2, 3. 

(I) This piece, according filver now ftands with us, to 
to Dr. Bernard, weighed two have been worth twenty-five 
grains more than one of our Ihillings. 

guineas ; but as It had very (K) Commentators fiippofe 
little alloy, it may be reckoned, that the Elamites, or anceftors 
the proportion of gold and of the Perfirms, were defeended 

from 


hs fever ai 
names. 
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The extent of Perfia has been, in different ages, ai 
various as its names. Ptolemy*" bounds it' thus ; on the 
north it hath Media 5 on the eaft Carmania on the weft 
Sufiana ; on the fouth the Perlian Gulph ; but this 
lates to PerCa as a province. We confider ft in ano^fiep 
light ; and therefore, to fpeak as clearly and diftindlly as 
we arc able, let us firft affign the boundaries of the Perfian 
empire, as they flood anciently, when it extended far- 
theft i let us next fettle the boundaries of the modern 


“ Geogr, lib. vi. cap. 4. 


from Elam, the fon of Shem. 
As to the word Paras, authors 
are not very well agreed about 
its etymology, or fignification : 
fome derive it from the Arabic 
word pharis, which fignlfies a 
horfe. Certain Perfian hiflo- 
rians fay, that Pharsis a proper 
name, and that the perfon fo 
called was the fon of Arfham, 
i. e. Arphaxad, the fon of 
Shem : others make this Phars 
the fon of Japhet, &c. It is 
evident, however, that the 
Greek word Perfis, and the 
Latin word Perfia, are derived 
from this oriental denomin;i- 
tion, and not from this coun- 
try’s being conquered by Per- 
feus. The name Artsei is 
thought to be derived from the 
Perlian word ard, or art, which 
lignifies Jirong^ hra%'c^ magna- 
nimous^ intimating that the peo- 
ple of this country were luch 
m their dlfpofitionB. Achas- 
menia, as Stephanus Byzantiua 
informs us, was only a part of 
Perfia : Strabo fiys nearly the 
fame thing j yet fometiines it 
ii ufed to iignify Perlia in ge- 
neral, as particularly by He- 
rodotus, w^ho makes Cambyfes, 
in an oration,, call his people 
Achxmenid*. In the Arme- 
nian. language, Perlia is Ilyled 


Shahlflan, i. e. the country of 
the Jhdh, The Arabians gave 
the name of Agemellaan to 
Perlia, becaufe in their Ian-, 
guage agem lignifies f ranger^ 
or rather harharian ; which, 
with great modelly, theyimpofe 
upon every other nation but 
their own : hence the diflinc- 
tion of Arak-Arab, and Arak- 
Agem, which lignifies as much 
as the tonxjns of the Arabsy and 
the towns of the Barbarians^, 
The Perfians themfelves call 
their country generally Iroun, 
and Iran; for this reafon they 
fay, that under the reign of king 
EfFrafiab, their empire con-, 
tainefl all the countries J)etweeii 
the Cafpian Sea and China, 
This monarch divided his migh- 
ty empire into two parts, call- 
ing that on the other fide of 
the river Oxus, Touran, and 
this Iran, i. e. on the other Jide 
o f the river y and on this fide of 
the river : whence, in the an- 
cient Perfian hillories, Key- 
Iran, and Key-Touran, figni- 
fied the king of Perfia ^ and the 
king of Tartary, At this day, 
the Perfian monarch is ftyled 
Padcha Iran, and the grand 
vifier of Perfia, Iran Medary, 
i. e. the pohof Perfia (2). 


(1) Vide Chardin'i Voy. vol. iii- p. 3. 

Peifiaa 
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PerGan empire ; and thirdly, let us review the feveral 
provinces mentioned by ancient writers, and, as we pro- 
ceed, give fome account of their prefen t condition* 

^ As to the ancient '' empire of the Perfians, it reached 
in 'h^ngth from the Hellefpont to the mouth of the river 
Indus, about two thoufand eight hundred Englifh miles; 
in breadth from Pontus to the mouth of the Arabian 
Gulph, about two thoufand miles. 

The ° modern Pcrfia, that is the dominions of the Per- 
fian crown, extend in length from the mouth of the river 
Araxes to the mouth of the Indus, about one thoufand 
eight hundred and forty of our miles ; and in breadth, 
from the river Oxus to the Perfian Gulph, about one thou- 
fand and eighty of our miles; bounded thus; on the north, 
by the Cafpian Sea, the river Oxus, and Mount Caucafus ; 
on the eaft by the river Indus, and the dominions of the 
Great Mogul, as he is commonly called ; on the fouth by 
the Perfian Gulph, and the Indian Ocean ; and on the 
weft, by the dominions of the Grand Signior. 

In our account of the provinces, into which the country 
was anciently divided, we fliall begin with GedroGa, 
mentioned by Pliny, Strabo, and other writers. It is 
bounded on the weft by Carmania ; on the caft by Guza- 
rat, a province of India ; on the fouth by the Indian 
Ocean, It is called at prefent Makran. Of old it was 
inhabited by the Arbit?e, Parfirse Mafarna:!, and the, 
Khamnse. Its principal cities were Pafis, Arbis, and 
Cuni. Ptolemy places here a celebrated emporium, call- 
ed the Haven of Women. The principal modern cities 
are FirhkP, Chalak, and the port of Guadal (L). 

Carmania 

® Cluver. Geogr. lib. v. cap, 13. ® Idem, ubi fupra* 

p Voyages de Tavernier, Jib, iv. cap. S. 

(L) Though Gedrofia be At the mouth of this river 
conftantly I'o called by Strjibo ftood the or 

and Ptolemy, yet Diodorus Si- of JVomerty of Ptolemy, 

cuius, Suidas, and fome ma- mentioned alfo by Arrian, in 
inifcripts of Ammianus Mar- his Indian Hiftory, who tells 
cellinus, read Cedrofia. Mount us, that this place was fo call- 
Becius, or rather a ridge of ed, becaufe it was firft govern- 
moiintalns runs through the ed by a woman- The foil of 
middle of the province ; and this province was fandy andr 
from them fprings the cele- barren, very deficient in wa- 
brated river Arbis, or Arable, ter, and the air intemperateiy 
which, after a Ihort courfe, hot^ fo that Alexander's army 
runs into the^ Indian Ocean. fulFered exceftjvely here, not- 

withftanding 


Bouftda* 

riei„ 


Cedro/ia* 



go 
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Cafmania is divided into Carmania the Defert, and Caf-^ 
mania Proper. Carmania ^ the Defert is bounded on the 
north by Parthia ; on the wfeft by Perfis ; on the eaft by 
Drangiana 5 on the fouth by Carmania Proper. Carm^- 
nia *■ Proper hath on the fouth the Indian Ocean ; orr the 
weft Perfis, and the Gulph of Perfia ; on the eaft Gedro- 
fia ; and on the north Carmania the Defert. It contains 
the modern provinces of Gherman and Ormas. It was 
inhabited by the Ifatichae, Zuthi, Gadanopydres, Came- 
lobofci, Agdonites, Rhudianre, Ares, Charadene, Pafar- 
gadae, and Armozsei. Its ancient cities were Carmanae, 
now Khirman, ftill a confiderable place, and famous for 
excellent feimiters ; Alexandria, built by Alexander the 
Great ; Armuza, or Armuzum, on the fhore of the gulph, 
giving name to a promontory, and to the ifland of Or- 
muz. The modern places of note befides are Khirman, 
Bermazir ® Kuheftek, and lafquez, which laft gives name 
to a cape or promontory (hooting into the Perfian 
Gulph (M). 

Drangiana, 


q Ptol, lib. vi. cap, 6. 

Voy. lib. iv. cap. i. 

withftanding they built their 
huts with aromatic wood, and 
met with fpices in profufion. 
Ptolemy mentions two iflands 
dependent on this province, 
Aftea, and Codane. Arrian, 
fpeaking of the voyage of 
Nearchus, tells us, he obferv- 
ed feveral others. 

(M) Though other authors 
fpeak of Carmania in general, 
yet Ptolemy makes not only 
the difference before noted in 
the text, but interpofes the 
defcrlption of Arabia Felix be- 
tween Carmania Defcrta, and 
Carmania Proper. As to the 
firft, it Is very truly what Pto- 
lemy calls it, having fcaiec a 
town or a village in it, its foil 
being an inhofpitable fand, 
Its air hot and unhealthy, and 
the whole province, in a man- 
ner, dellltute of water. Car- 
mania Proper is u better coun 


Lib. vi. cap. 8, « Tavern, 

try, watered by feveral rivers, 
particularly the Andanls, men- 
tioned by Pliny and Ptolemy. 
It is mountainous, though with 
this advantage, that thefe 
mountains have mines of cop- 
per and iron. The people an- 
ciently, however, lived in no 
very defirable condition, if the 
defcrlption given us by Pom- 
ponius Mela be true. At this 
day this province is particular- 
ly remarkable for producing 
ftieep, which bear the fineft 
wool in the world ; they have 
this peculiar property, that 
having fed upon new gi-afs 
from January to May, their 
fleece falls off of itfelf, and 
leaves the flieep cjuite naked; 
the wool belnj- leathered, and 
beaten, the coarfu breaks a- 
way, and the fine only re- 
mains. The Gaurs have the 
whole manufacture of this wool 
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Drangiana bounded on the fouth by Gedrofia ; on the Drangi- 
eaft, by Arachofia ; on the north by Aria ; on the weft by anu» 
Carmania the Defert; derived its name, as fome fay, 

, from the river Drangius, and is called by the modern 
JSeriians, Sigiftan. It was anciently peopled by the Da- 
randje and the’Batrii, Ptolemy reckons ten confiderable 
cities in this province, the moft famous of which were 
Ariafpe and Prophthafia. Thofe now of any note are 
hiftan, fuppofcdj by fome, to be the ancient city lall 
mentioned, Chalek, and Kets (N). 

Arachofia is bounded on the weft by Drangiana *, on the Arachfia 
north by Paropamifus \ on the eaft, by the river Indus \ 
on the fouth by Gedrofia. Its modern name is not well 
fettled. It was inhabited of old by the Arimafpi, after- 
wards called Margyetae, and then Euerget^c, the Sydri, 
Roplutse, and EorteC. Ptolemy reckons up thirteen cities 
in this province. We fhall content ourfelves with men- 
tioning only three ; Arachotus, built on a lake of the 
fame name, by the famous Semiramis, who is faid to 

* Ptol. lib. vi. cap. 19. « Tavern. Voy. ubi fupra. 

in their hands, which conlifts continent. The air in fum- 
in girdles much efleemcd mer was fo exceffively fultry, 
through the Eaft, and in a fort that people were forced to live 
of ferges, as foft, and almoft in grots (3), 
as fineasfilk (2). Dependent on (N) A ridge of m untains, 
this province is the little but the principal of which is called 
famous ifland of Ormuz, in Bagous, runs through this 
compafs about twenty miles, country ; and from thence 
ftony and full of rocks, barren fome have fancied, that there 
and deftitute of all neceffarlcs, ran a river called Drangius, 
except fair, of which there is from whence this country took 
fuch plenty, and fo hard, that its name ; but of this there is ^ 
it is faid to be ufed in building no certainty. The province 
houfes. The foil is compofed of is not large, and everywhere 
a white fand, formerly import- hilly, far from abounding with 
ed into Europe. Water (except any rich commodities; and 
fuch as after rains is preferved therefore never very famous, 
in cifterns) it hath none ; fo either in ancient or modern 
that, even in its moft flourifh- times. At prefent, it is only 
ing times, when it was the fo from its being reported to 
emporium of this part of the have been the birth-place of 
world, its inhabitants had not Ruftan, the celebrated hero of 
only their victuals, butalfothe oriental romances. . 
very water they ufed, from the 

(2) Vide Tavernier^ in Harris’s Colleflion, vol. ii, p. 307. 

(3) Mandelflo’s Travels, in Harris’s Cplieiftion, vol. ihp. 

have 
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have given It the name of Cophes; Alexandria, built by 
Alexander the Great, and by fome thought to be the 
fame with the city now called Cabul ; and Arbaca, fup- 
pofed to have derived its name from fome of the kings of^ 
Parthia named Arbaces. As to modern towns of note‘s 
we know of none. 

Paropamifus, bounded on the weft by Aria ; on the 
north by Ba£lria ; on the eaft by the dominions of the 
Mogul j on the fouth by Arachofia ; is called by the mo- 
derns Sableftan, including likewife the kingdom of Can- 
dahar. Its ancient inhabitants were the Bolitae, Arifto^ 
phili, Ambantae, Parietse, and Parfii. Its chief cities 
Ortofpanum, and Naulibis. Modem cities there are 
many of great note, fuch as Beckfabat, Afbe, Bull 
ftrengthened with one of the fineft caftles in Perfia, and 
adorned with various beautiful caravanferas (O). 

Badfriana ^ or Baftria, now called ChoralTan, anciently 
inhabited W the Salatarae, Zariafpae, Chomatri, Comi, 
Acinacse, Tambyzi, Thocarse, a powerful people, and 
feveral other nations of lefs note. It was in the firft ages 
of the world, a very famous kingdom. In later times it 
boafted a thoufand cities; the chief of thefe wereBadlra 
andEbufmi, both royal cities, as Ptolemy tells us, Mara- 
canda, and Charracharta. Its modern cities of note arc 
alfo numerous ; but we fhall not mention them here, be- 
caufe we ftiall have occafion hereafter to confider this 
country more particularly. 

Margiana is bounded on the weft by Hyrcania ; on the 
north 1^ Tartary ; on the fouth by Aria ; and on the 
eaft by Badlria, now called Eftarabad. It is divided from 
Tartary by the river Oxus, called by the modern Perfians ^ 
Butli-Khane-Kurkan ; and was inhabited anciently by 
the Derblca;, the Maflagetse, who came hither from Scy- 

w Tavern. Voy. tom i. lib. iii. p. 394. * Ptol. lib. vi, 

cap. 11. y Tavern, Voy. lib. iv. cap. i. 

(O) The foil of this coun- a city of the fame name, which 
try, in general, is not over is looked upon to be the heft 
fruitful, the province being fortified place in all this part 
full of hills, which however, of Afia, As the caravans pafa 
by ovcrihadowlng the valUes, conftantly through it, in going 
render them cool and pleafant. to, or coming from India, it 
We have obCerved above, that is confequently a place rich 
the kingdom of Candahar is and full of trade. Tavernier 
included within the ancient has given us an ample deferip- 
provinre of Paropamifus, This tion of it, at the end of his 
little realm hath for its capital fifth book of Travels, 

thlap 
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tWa, the Parni, the Da^e, and the Tapurni. Among 
its cities of note we may reckon Alexandria, one of the 
fix cities of that name in Perfia, afterwards called Antio- 
chia, and, after that, Seleucia ; Nigaea, or rather Nyfsea, 
mentioned by Ptolemy. As to modern places of note, 
Eftarabad, Am\il, and Damkau, deferve chiefly to be men- 
tioned (P). 

Hyrcania * is bounded on the north by the Cafpian fea, Hjrcanig, 
called fometimes Mare Hyreanum, from its wafiiing the 
Ihore of this province ; on the weft by Media ; on the 
fouth by Parthia j and on the eaft by Margiana, called 
now Mazanderan, and including likewife the province of 
Kylan. The old inhabitants of this province were the 
Maxerae, Aftabeni, and Chrindi. Its ancient capital was 
called Hyrcania, as well as the province ; nor has it, at 
this diftance of time, much changed its name, fince it is 
ftiJl named Hyrcana. Sambrace was likewife a confider- 
able and very ftrong place, at the time when Arfaces be- 
gan to lay the foundation of his empire. Modern places 
of note, are Ferh-Abad**, a port feated on a navigable 
arm of the Cafpian Sea, a fine city, much frequented by 
Ruffian merchants, as not being above a fortnight's fail 
from Aftracan : Giru, Talarapefet, Ciarman, and Efcref, 
are alfo principal places in this country (Q^). 

Aria, 

* Cluv. Geog.llb.v. cap. 13. ■ Ptol. lib. vi, cap, 9. ^ Sir 

Thomas Herbert’s Travels, in Harris's Colleft. vol. i. p. 434. 

(P) Many ancient authors a magnificent city there, but 
agree in commending the fitua- even enclofed the whole plain, 
tion of this province, begirt as watered by the rivers Arias and 
it is with high mountains, Marguc, with a wall, fifteen 
watered with pleafant rivers,* hundred ftadia ii> Circuit (3). 
amoiigft the red with the noble Eftarabad, itsprefent capital, h 
river Oxus, fo famous in Greek chiefly remarkable for the fine 
and Latin authors. It is like- druggets, and other excellent 
wife celebrated for its fertility woollen goods martufadlured 
in vines, of fuch an extraordi- there (4). 
nary fue, that two men can ^ (Q^) Ancient writers agree, 
fcarce fathom the trunk of one in reprefenting Hyrcania as a 
of them , bearing clufters, fume countiy fruitful in wine, wheat, 
of which are two cubits long, figs, and all other kinds of 
Antiochus Soter was fo much fruits; here and there, how- 
pleafed with the beauty of this ever, interperfed with meadows 
countr)', that he not only built andpaflure lauds ; and in fome 

(3) V'rde Strabo, lib. xi, p. 155. PJin. lib. vi. cap. m6, 

(4) Tavern, vol. i, p. 397. 

^VoL. IV, D jplaces 
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Aria®, bounded on the north by Margiana, and Bac-^ 
tria; on the weft by Parthia, and Carmania the Defert^ 
on the fouth, by Drangiana ; on the caft by Paropami- 
fus, now comprehended under the province of Chorafan-. 
It was anciently inhabited by the Nifei, Aftaveni, Muf- 
dorani, Cafliortse^ Obares, Elymandri, and'the Borgi. Its 
principal cities of old were chefe ; Aria, feated on the ri- 
ver Arias, mentioned by Pliny, thought to be the fame 
city, which is ftill famous under the name of Heri, or 
Herat, rebuilt and fplendidly adorned by the fultan 
Heuflien Mirzaj Alexandria, built by Alexander, who 
fettled a colony of Macedonians there ; Artacanda, call- 
ed by Strabo ** Artacana, and Bitaxa (R). 

Parthia®, bounded on the weft by Media; on the 
north by Hyrcania ; on the eaft by Aria ; on the foutlv 
by Carmania the Defert; furrounded with mountains, 
which ferve for boundaries on every fide; at this day call- 
ed Erak, or Arak ; and, to diftinguiih it from Chaldxa, 
which is likewife called Erak, this is denominated Erac- 


c Ptol, lib. vi. cap, 17; a Cluv. Geogr. lib. xi. p. 350, 

e Idem. lib. vi. cap. 5. 


places with the lefs pleafanr 
profpefl of thick woods, a- 
bounding with wild beafts of 
almoft every kind, even to a 
proverb. As to its prefent 
condition, nothing can be 
more amazing than the wide 
difference there is between the 
accounts given us by perfons 
of credit and capacity ; and 
who have had etjual opportuni- 
ties of acquiring a perfeft 
knowlege ofthe things of which 
they treat. 

(R) Aria was anciently a 
very populous country, though 
much fubjeift to heats ; and in- 
termixed with deferts, heaths, 
and forefts, near the moun- 
tains ; however, where the 
heat of the fun is a little decreaf- 
ed, they have very fruitful 
plains ; and thefe among other 
things, produce grapes, the 


wine of which hath fo ftrong a 
body, as to keep fouifcore or 
a hundred years, without di- 
minution of colour or flavour* 
The ancient city of Aria, now 
known by the name of Heri, 
or Herat, is ftill large and po- 
pulous. SirThomas Herbert, in 
his Travels, tells us, that when 
he was there, he found it un- 
der a governor of its own ; and 
adds, that the adjoining coun- 
try abounds with rofes, of 
which they make a water much 
ftronger in its fmell than- that 
which is diflilled in Europe, 
There are likewife (fays an- 
other eminent traveller), admir- 
able tapeftries made in the 
neighbourhood of this place, 
fuch as tranfeend, not only the 
tapeftries of Europe, but even 
ihofe that come from the reft 
of the Perfian looms ( 1 ) . 


(i) Vide Harris's CoUefl. vol. i. p. 43^, 

AgamL 
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Agaftii, The ancient Parthians^ are faid to have been 
originally Celtes, of whom we fhall fpeak in the fequel; 
U^hO| being driven out of their own country, fettled here, 
&nd had this name given them, which in their own, that 
IS, in the Cehic language, fgnified /eparated^ ox put away* 
Ptolemy reckons twenty-five large cities within this pro^ 
vince ; and it muft certainly have been very populous, 
fincc many cities, and about two thoufand villages, are 
reckoned to have been deftroyed by earthquakes. Its capi- 
tal was HecatompaluSj fo called from its having a hun- 
dred gates, a noble and magnificent place, and fo lucky 
as to remain, as fome think, llill the capital of Perfia, un- 
der the name of Hifpahan, or rather Spaiihawn. Mo- 
dern towns of note are Touchercau, and Hamadan, a 
very confiderable place, and efpecially noted for great 
herds of cattle fed in its neighbourhood, producing great 
quantities of butter, cheefe, and hides ; Chacban, Com, 
Calbin, &c. (S), and fome others lefs confiderable. 

Perfis, 


f Cluv. ubi fupra. 

(S) It is not eafy to fix the 
derivation of the capital of Par- 
thia. In ancient times, Poly- 
bius fays, that it was called He- 
catompylos, becaufe all the 
roads through the Parthian do- 
minions centered here. Cur- 
tins fays, that it was builtbythe 
Greeks; but by whom, or at 
what time, he informs us not. 
It fhould feem, that Hecatom- 
pylos is rather a Greek inter- 
pretation of the true name of 
this city, than the real name 
thereof ; but then what name 
this was in the Parthian lan- 
guage, we pretend not to fay, 
it not having been recorded by 
any author we have met with. 
The prefent city ofSpauhaWn, 
or Ifpahan, is unanimoully ac- 
kninvleged to be of ho great 
antiquity; but, it is not very 
clear at what time it received 
the name by which it is now 
known. Certain it is, that 
Spauhawn owes the glory it 


E Tavern, Voy. lib. iv. cap. i, 

# 

now poflefles to the great Shah 
Abbas, who, after the conqueft 
of the kingdoms of Lar and 
Ormus, charmed with the ficu- 
ation of this place, made it the 
capital of his empire, between 
the years 1620 and 1628. All 
who fpeak of Spauhawn, are 
agreed, that nothing can be 
more beautiful in nature than 
the fituation : it {lands in a 
plain, fertile and fpacious, 
furrounded with mountains, 
which defend it alike from the 
fultry heats of fummer, and 
the piercing winds of the win- 
ter feafon, Through this plain 
run feveral rivers, which wa- 
ter Spauhawn, and contribute 
alike to its ornament and ufe. 
The firfi: of thefe is the river 
Zenderoud, over which there 
are three fine bridges. This ri- 
ver takes its rife in the moun- 
tains of Jarabat, three days 
journey from the city, and is 
but a fmali ilream of itfelf; 
D 2 but 
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Perfis bounded on the north by Media 5 on the weft 
bySufrana; bn the eaft by the Carmanias; on the fouth 
by the Perfian Gulf, called now Pars, or Phars ; an^- 
ciently inhabited by the Mefabatae, Rapfii, Hippophagi^^ 
Suzeci, Megores, Stabaei, &c. Ancient cities of note 
were, Perfepolis, the metropolis of the ancient Perfian 
empire; Axima; Marafium, called now Marazu; Toace, 
the capital of a diftrift of the fame name; Pafargacla, 
built by Cyrus, and honoured with his tomb^ As to 
modern cities, there are many of great note, and amongfh 
thefe Shiras, Benaron, Lar, Bender-AbafTe or Gom- 
broon, and Bender-Congo, are reckoned the moft confi* 
dcrable (T). 

Sufianaj 

h Prol. lih. vi. cap. 4. i Tavern. Voy, tom. i. lib. i, &. 

cap. i. p. 412. 

but Abbas the Great cut a habitants : fome emeralds, in- 
channel, whereby he brought deed, are there found, but of 
a more confderable flream to no great value. On the coall 
fill! into this river, for the of the Perfian Gulf, the foil 
greater cofivenlence of his fa- Is as bad, though of a different 
vourlte metropolis. The ex- nature, being hot and fandy, 
tent of it is very great, notlefs and producing few other trees 
perhaps than twenty miles with- than palms ; but between thefe 
in the walls : thefe are ofearth, there lies a rich and pleafant 
poorly built, and fo covered region, abounding with corn, 
with houfes and lliaded with fruit, and cattle, and better 
gardens, that in many places watered, though bur by fmall 
it is difficult to difeover them ; rivers, than moll of the other 
a defedt not peculiar to this diflridis within this wide em-. 
city, but common to moll of pire. As to Perfepolis, the 
the great towns of PeVlia ; ancient capital of this province,, 
whence many travellers have and of the old empire of the 
been led to reprefent them as Perfians, Diodorus Siculus in- 
not walled at all (2). forms us, that it was therich- 

(T) This country is very eft city in the world at the 
frequently mentioned in an- time it was fubdued by Alex- 
clent authors; and therefore ander. “ Thecity of Schiras, 
we are the better enabled to which many will have to be 
give an account of its former, the ancient Cyropolls, the me- 
as well as prefent ftate. Such tropolis of the province of Per- 
parcs of it as lie cowards the lia, lies in fevency-eight de- 
north, arc hilly and barren, grees fifteen minutes longi- 
bearing neither fruit nor corn tude, and twenty-nine degreei 
Tufticient for the ufe of the in- thirty-fix minutes latitude. It 

(1) Vide Travels of Holftein Ambafladors. Taverner’s Voy- 
ages. Chardin'i Travelit 



7 he Hifiory of the Perfians. 37 

S'ufiana*', bounded on the north by Aflyria j on the Sufiana. 
weft by Chaldsa ; on the eaft by Perfia v on the 
foutb by the Perfian Gulf; is believeil by fome to have 
been the land of Havilah, now called Chufillan, inha- 
bited by the ^damaeij and ColTaei. Its capital was the fa- 
mous city of Dufaj the Shufhan of the Scriptures; and 
Tarianaj by Ammianus called Tarfiana h I'he modeiii 

^ Ptoh lib. vi. cap. 5. 1 Apud Cellar. Geogr. Antiq. 

lib. ill. cap. 19. p, 684. 

5 s feated in a plain, about four journey from Schiras, and it Is 
leagues In extent from north as clear and delicate as any 
to foLuh, and about five leagues glafs in the world. They have 
from call to welf, Upon the no other manufadf ures at Schl- 
Ibuth-eaft is a lake of falt-wa- ras, but a few coarfe painted 
ter, about four leagues in com- cloths,, which are ufed only by 
pafs. The foil about it is very the meaner fort. The wines 
good and fruitful, and famous made here are the bed in all 
for the heft wines in Perfia, Perfia; but they mak<i no great 
Schiras itfelf looks more like a quantify of them, becaufefhey 
ruined town than a city. Yet dry 'and pickle great qiianticies 
here are a great many fair co- of their grapes. It is an ex- 
vered bazars, or markets, with ccllent fiomach-wine, but very 
great fhops, well furniflied ftrong. The foil about this 
with all forts of Indian and city is very good, producing 
Turkifh commodities, and e- plenty of all things. They 
very commodity has its parti- have all the fruits that we have, 
cular bazar. In the college and oranges and lemons in a- 
thcre are profdibrs, who have bundance. They have vaft 
falaries fox teaching theology, quantities of rofes, from which 
philofophy, and medicine; and ihey draw fuch great plenty of 
the number of fiudeots fome- rofe-vvater, that they furnifh 
times amounts to five hundred, all the Indies with it. They- 
There are in this city three or have a great deal of corn ; but 
four glafs-houfes, where they give much to their horfes to be 
blow great and fmall bottles, eaten in the blade, becuufe they 
to tranfport the fweet waters fay, that for want of water it 
made in this city; they alfo would never come to maturity, 
make feveral other vefTels to There is a great quantity of 
hold their pickled fruits, which opium made at Schiras; for 
they fend in great quantities round about the town are large 
into India, Sumatra, Batavia, fields fown with white poppies ; 
and other places. They make they have alfo fiore of ca- 
rheir glafs of a white Hone, pers, which they fend into all 
almoll as hard as marble, which parts (3),” 
they fetch from a hill, four days 


I3) Vide Tavern, in Harrii*i Colledl. vohii, p. 344. 
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towns of note are ”, Ahawas, Scabar, and Ram-Hor^ 
mus (U). 

Ihere are two other provinces of the Perfian empire, 
which need not be deferibed here, becaufe they have been 
treated of elfewhere already. Thcfe are C^i^diftan, con- 
taining the ancient Aflyriai and Shirwani of old ftyled 
Media. Chardin" tella us, that there are reck )no[l in 
the dominions of Perfia, upwards of five hundred confi- 
derabJe places, walled towns, and caftles, about fixty 
thoufand villages, and forty millions of fouls. 

As to the air and climate of this country, confider- 
ing its great extent, it cannot be othervvife than various, 
according to the fituation, fome parts b- iog frozen with 
cold, and others burnt with heat, at the fame time of 
the year. The air, wherever it is cold, is dry ^ but, 
where it is extremely hot, fometimes moift. All along 
the coaft of the Perfian Gulf, from weft to eaft, 
to the mouth of the river Indus, the heat, for four 
months, is fo exceflive, that thofe who are born in the 
country, unable to bear.it>, are forced to quit their houfes, 


m Tavern. Voyag. ubi fupra. 

(U) Suftnna, as deferibed by 
Ptolemy, includes the province 
ftyled Elyniais, which Pliny 
alfo obferves to have lain with- 
in the bounds of this province, 
and to have been fevered from 
it by the river Eulaeus. It re- 
ceived it3 name from Sula, 
the capital, once the royal 
feat of the Perfian kings, who 
ufually refided one part of the 
year here, and the other at 
Ecbatan. It is difficult to deter- 
mine whether in plcafantiiefs, 
magnificence, or ftrength, this 
noble tity mod excelled. It 
was feated on the river Ulai, 
Euleus, called alfo the Cho- 
afpuB, “Of rather on the conflu- 
ence of thefc two rivers; for the 
Eulieus and Choafpes, meeting 
Bt Suia, ran together in one 
dream, and arc afterwards ftyl- 


» Voy. tom. iii. p. 9 . 

ed, fometimes by one name, 
fometimes by the other. As 
to its beauty, Diodorus affirms, 
that when Alexander feized the 
palace here, he took polTeffion 
of the nobleft manlion in the 
univerfe. Here were preferv- 
ed the records of the Perfian 
empire ; and here were laid up 
the treafures of the kingdom, 
that they might be made ufe 
of upon any emergency, and 
not be fquandered away at the 
will of the prince. The mo- 
dem name of this celebrated 
city differs not much from that 
by which it was formerly call- 
ed, the city of Shuftern being 
by fome travellers conceived 
to be built at leaft very near 
the place where Sufa of old 
flood (^), 


(f) Vide Tavern. tom. i> lib* iv. cap, i, 
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and retire to the mountains ; fo that fuch as travel in thofc 
parts at that feafon, find none in the villages, but wretch- 
ed poor creatures, left there to watch the effedls of the 
rich, at the expence of their health. The extreme heat 
of the air, 2ii^it renders it infupportable, fnakes it pro- 
digioufly unwholefome. The eaftern provinces of Per- 
fia, from the river Indus to the borders of Tartary, are 
fubjetff to great heats; but not quite fo unwholefome as 
on the coalts of the Indian Ocean and Perfian Guiph : 
but in the northern provinces, on the coaft of the Caf- 
pian Sea, the heat is full inteofe, and, though attended 
with moifture, as unwholefome as on the coaft before- 
mentioned. From Oftober to May, there is no country 
in the world more pleafant tkan this; but the people carry 
in their faces indelible marks of the malign influence of 
their fummers. They are all of a languid pale colour, 
and have neither ftrength nor fpirits, though, about the 
;cnd of April, they abandon their houfes, and retire to the 
mountains, which are five and twenty or thirty leagues 
from the fea. In a word, the unhealthinefs of this place 
is fo notorious, that when a perfon is fent to the govern- 
ment of Keilan, it is generally looked upon as a kind of 
difgrace ; and the people at Spauhawn are apt to afle, 
whether he has robbed or murdered, to deferve fuch a com- 
miflion. But this moift atmofphere is only in thefe parts; 
the reft of Perfia enjoys a dry air, the fley being perfedlly 
ferene. To fay the truth, the purity of this element is 
the greateft blefling the inhabitants enjoy ; as they de- 
rive from thence a dear and florid complexion, together 
with an excellent habit of body^ It rains feldom; but it 
does not follow that the heat admits of no mitigation ; 
for in the night, though not a cloud be feen, the fW be- 
ing fo clear, chat the ftars alone afford a light fumcient 
to travel by, yet there is a refrefhing breeze, which lafts 
till within an hour of the morning, and gives fuch a cooL- 
nefs to the air, that a man may difpenfe with a tolerable 
warm garment. The feafons in general, and particularly in 
the middle of this kingdom, are as follow ; the winter, 
beginning in November, and lafting till March, is very 
iharp and rude, attended with froft and fnow ; which laft 
defeendb in great flakes on the mountains, but never on 
the plains. There are mountains, three days journey to 
the weft of Spauhawn, on which the fnow lies for eight 
months of the year. It is faid, that they find there white 
worms as large as a man’s little finger, which, if crufhed, 
feel colder than {how. From the month of March 
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till May, there are (harp winds; from May to September 
the air is ferene and dry, refrefhed by pleafant gales, 
which blow in the night, at evening, and morning ; and, 
in September and November, the wdnd blows as infpring. 
It is to be obferved, that in fummer, the nigjitsare about 
ten hours long, the twilight being very fhdrt; a circum- 
ftance which, joined to the coolnels of the. night, renders 
the heat of the day fo moderate, that this feafon is as fup- 
portable at Spauhawn as at Paris. The great drynefs of 
its air exempts Perfia from thunder and earthquakes. In 
the fpring indeed there fometimes falls hail ; and, as the 
harveftis then pretty far advanced, it does a great deal of 
mifehief. The rainbow is feldom feen in this country, 
becaufe there rife not there vapours fufficient to form it ; 
but in the night, there are feen rays of light (hooting 
through the firmament, and followed, as it were, by a 
txain of fmoke. The winds, however brifk, feldom fwell 
into ftorms or tempefts; but, on the other hand, they 
are fometimes poifoncKis and infeftious on the Ihore of the 
Gulf, as all travellers agree. 

There is, perhaps, no country in the world which, 
generally fpeaking, is more mountainous than Perfia ; but 
thefe mountains are far from being advantageous, fince 
many of them yield neither fprings nor metals, and but a 
few of them are (haded with trees, It is true that many 
of them are fituated on the frontiers, and ferve as a kind 
of natural baftions or ramparts to this vaft region j and, it 
is very likely, contribute in other places to make the coun-^ 
try wholcfome, by flickering the vallies under them from 
exceflive heat. On fome of thefe hills there is found a 
kind of mineral fait, which is fold very cheap ^ 

In refpecl to rivers, except the Araxis, there is not 
one navigable llream in all this country (X). There are, 
indeed, in mofl of its provinces, fome little rivers, wdiicU 
run fliort ccurfesj and would be more confiderable than 

r Tavern. Voy. tom. j. lib.iv. cap. i. p. 4.16. 

(X) As there is much con- The firfl rifes from the moun- 
fufioii among ancient authors, tains of Armenia, and difem- 
when they mention this river, bogucs itfelt into the Cafpian 
it may not be amifs to obferve, Sea ; the other runs through 
that there are two rivers which Perfis, wadies the walls of 
bear this name, one in Media, Schirus, and is now didinguifli- 
the other in Perfia; and thefe ed by the name of Bend-Emir 
two have been confounded. (2), 

(a)Vid8 AmbalTors of Holftcin’s Travels, In Harrii’s ColIefV. 

they 
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they are> if, through want of water, the inhabitants were 
not forced to divert their ftreams, by fmall channels, in 
order to improve their plantations. An eminent traveller 
informs us, that this expedient was praftifed anciently much 
more than o|Uate years; and that from hence, in a great 
meafure, arifeS •t^mighty difference between the produc- 
tions of ancient and modern Perfia. He allirms, that a 
Perfian of great quality, who was perfeftly acquainted 
with this matter, informed him, that within the fpace of 
twenty-four years, no lefs than fourfeore channels had 
been choaked up, and loft, in the territory of Tauris 
As to feas, the northern provinces of the Perfian empire 
lie on the Cafpian Lake, or Sea; of which an ^account 
has been already given in the defeription of Media. 

On the fouth the Perfian ftiore is waflied by the Indian 
ocean, and by the waters of the Perfian Gulf, or Gulf of 
Balfora, flowing out of the Indian ocean near the ifle of 
Ormus, from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, having Perfia 
on the eaft, and Arabia on the weft, it runs as high as 
the ancient Chaldxa, where it receives the Euphrates and 
the Tigris, united in one ftream ; and very few rivers of 
note befides. It may not be amifs to take notice here, 
that the Gulf is fometimes ftyled the Red Sea, as well as 
the Gulf of Aden. 

After this account of mountains and rivers, the reader SoiU 
will eafily comprehend, that the foil cannot be generally 
rich and fruitful, but on the contrary fandy and barren. 
However, here and there the vallies are fruitful and plea- 
fant. The earth, in fome places, is fandy and ftony; in 
others, heavy and hard ; but every where fo dry, that if 
it be not watered, it produces nothing, not even grafs. 
Rain is not wholly wanting; it rains, however, very fel- 
dom, and not enough to keep even the bed lands in a 
condition of bearing corn or fruits without further help ; 
and even in the winter, the beams of the fun are fo atftive, 
that the rain has not mud: effect : but wherever the foil is 
fufficiently moiftened, either by natural or artificial means, 
it bears wonderfully well. If it fhould be afkeil how this 
defeription fuits with what we find recorded in ancient 
authors, of the luxury and profufenefs of the ancient 
Perfians, fuch a queftion is capable of various anfwers : 
for, firft, Perfia is not now near fo much peopled ns it 
was heretofore, and confequently there cannot be.*fo great 
a number of labcurers, a circumftance which ir.uft caufc 

® Tavern. Voy, ubi Tupra, 

barren- 
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barrcnnefs in a country that produces nothing withonf 
cultivation. Again, it may be faid, that the alteration 
of government and religion has, in a great meafure, pro- 
duced this difference : the ancient kings of Perfia were 
mild and beneficent to their fubjefls, wh^as the Ma^ 
hommedan princes have been always overbearing, 

and cruel. According to the opinion of the Perfees or 
Gaurs, it was meritorious to render barren fields fertile; 
whereas the modern Perfians, like other Mahommedans, 
are fatisfied ‘with what good things they find, and will 
not give themfelves the trouble to labour for pofterity. 
They look upon life as a great road, wherein men ought 
to content themielves wirh luch things as fall in their way ; 
and, in confequence of fuch notions, there is no great 
\vonder that fterility has enfued, and that modern traveU 
lers do not fpeak in the fame language with Quintus Cur- 
tius, Ammianus Marcellinus, and other ancient authors. 
It muff not, however, be imagined but that there is ftill, 
at this day, the fame variety in point of fruitfulnefs, 
among the provinces of this extenfive country, as here- 
tofore. Baflria, Media, Iberia, Hyrcania, are now, in 
a great meafure, what they were, and furpafs mofl of 
the other provinces in their produftions. All along the 
coafts of the Perfian Gulf, the foil is Hill more fterile, 
cattle lefs plenty, and every thing in a worfe condition 
than any where elfe. 

Among the trees that are moft common in Perfia, W5 
may reckon the plantane, the willow, the fir, and cornil, 
by the Arabs called feder, and conar by the Perfians ; 
from whence probably came the Latin cornus, and thence 
our cornil. It is a received opinion here, that the plan- 
tane has a Angular virtue againft the plague and all other 
infeflious difeafes ; and they pofitively affert, that there 
has been no contagion at Spauhawn fince the planting 
vaft numbers of thefe trees in its flreets and gardens. 
The tree which bears gall-nuts, grows in feveral parts of 
Perfia, but particularly in Kourdiftan. Thofe that pro- 
duce gums, maftich, and incenfe, are found very com- 
monly in Perfia ; that, however, which bears incenfe, 
is particularly found in Carmania the Pefert, refembling, 
in form, a large pear-tree : turpentine-trees, and almond- 
trees, with the wild chefnut, are common. The tre® 
■which bears manna is alfo frequent •, butthcre are feve- 
ral forts of manna in Perfia ; the befl is of a yellowifli 
colour, and of a large grain. It comes from Nichapour, 
which a part of Battria, There is another fort, called 

ths 
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the manna of tamariik, becaufe it is gathered from that 
tree. All the different kinds of manna are ufed to the 
fame end in medicine, and are therefore gathered with 
like Care, being efteemed a valuable commodity. The Uirhs and 
herbs in Pe^j efpecially fuch as are aromaftic, exceed drugs, 
thofe of other countries : roots, pulfe, and fallading are 
here larger, faiier, and better-tafted, than elfewhere, and 
are eaten raw, without danger of their creating any cru- 
dities in the Homach. Moft of our European roots and efcu- 
lent plants fluurifhhere in perfcftion ; and they would be 
more cultivated than they are, if, as in Europe, men were 
reftrained from eating flefh, at certain periods. As to 
drugs, Perfu produces as many as any country in Afia ; for, 
befides manna, caflia, fena, and the nux vomica, which is 
common in moft provinces, gum ammoniac, by the Per- 
lians called oufcioc, is found in abundance on the confines 
of Parthia, towards the fouth. Rhubarb grows commonly 
in Coraflbn, or the ancient Sogdiana ; but it is not fo 
good as that which is brought from the country of the 
Tartars, between the Cafpian Sea and China j and for 
this realon they endeavour to confound both under the 
name of Rivend-Tchini, i. e. rhubarb of China, In Coraf- 
fan they eat it commonly as we do beet-root. The poppy 
of Periia is efteemed the fineft in the world, not only in 
refpeft of its beauty, but becaufe its juice is much ftronger 
than the juice of the fame plant elfewhere. The Perfians 
call this juice afioun ; from whence our word opium : the 
beft is made in the territory of Lingan, fix miles from 
Spauhawn ; though others prefer the afioun of Cazaroii, 
which is towards the Perfian Gulf, as being Icfs apt to en- 
gender crudities in the ftomach. Tobacco grows all over 
Perfia, efpecially about Hammadan, which is the an- 
cient Sufa, and in Kourdiftan near the Perfian Gulf, 
efteemed the fineft. Saffron is cultivated in many pro- 
vinces, efpecially about the Cafpian Sea, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hammadan, and is much efieemed, 1 he 
plant, by the Perfians called hiltet, and fuppofed to be 
the laferpitium, or filphium of Diofeorides, from whence 
drops the aflafoetida, is common every where, but abounds 
moft in Sogdiana. Mummy, of both forts, is a great Per- 
fian commodity ; the firft is taken from embalmed bodies, 
or fuch as are dried in the fands 5 the other is a. precious 
gum, which diftils out of a rock. There are two mines 
or fources of it in Perfia, one in Carmania the Deferc, in 
the country of Sar, which is the beft ; the other is in 
pQiaflan : the rocks from whence it diftils belong to the 
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king, and all thatiflues from thence is for his ufe, Thcjr 
are inclofed with walls, the gates of which are fecured by 
the feals of the five principal officers in the province. 
Once a.year each mine is opened in their prefence, and 
all the mummy that is then found, or at lealLthe greateft 
part of it, is fent to the king’s treafury. It derives its name 
from the Perfian mourn, which Cgnifies literally on 
guent. Cotton is very common all over Perfia ; there is 
alfo a tree which foniewhat refembles it, but is by far 
more rare, which produces a fort of filk, very fine and 
fuft, and is put to many ufes. Galbanum is likewife 
common iu this country, together with the vegetable al- 
kali, and many other drugs ^ 
fruit:. In fpeaking of the fruits of Perfia, melons certainly 
claim ihe firlt place : of thefe they have above twenty 
different fpccics. After the melon, the raifin deferves our 
notice, of which there are twelve or fourteen forts in this 
country. The dates of Perlia, are, without compaiifon, 
the richcfl in the world, their fyrup being Tweeter, and 
more plcafant than virgin-honey. The befl grovv^in Cour- 
diflan, Siflan, about Perfepolis, andthefliore of thePer^ 
fian Gulf; and particularly at Jaion, a town in the road 
between Sebiras ami Lar. All our European fruits grow 
in great perfection here ; their apricots are excellent, and 
ol feveral forts : nedtarineS and peaches weigh fometimes 
fixteen or eighteen ounces each ; they break cafily, and 
what is very extraordinary, the ftone opens at the fame 
time the peach is broken, and difeovers a kernel extremely 
white, and of a tafie the moft delicious that can be ima- 
gined. The Perfian pomegranates grow of feveral colours, 
in the highell perfe(Tion, fome of them weighing a full 
pound. ^ To Turn up all, it may not be amifs to mention 
the particular places where the feveral kinds of fruit are 
held moft excellent: apples and pears growto the higheft 
pcrfetliop in Iberia*, ciutes in Carmania ; pomegranates 
;Toul Sclnras ; ornnges in IJyrcania 5 and all forts in Bac- 
tria, whicii produces finer aiul fairer fruit than any other 
rountry in the world ; but it is particularly renowned for 
its onions, ar once prodigioufly large, and fu^eetas apples. 
PiTtachloM, almonds, hazels, filberts, and figs, abound 
here likewife-, and .Sir John Chardin tells us, that at an 
entertainment near Spauhawn, he faw^ fifty different kinds 
of fruit provided for one defert*. 

X Tavern. Voyng. fom, i. lib, iv. cap. t. p. 41 S. Chardin, tom. 
ill. p. 12 CariTri, tt.fii. ii. p. 209. a Chai dm. tom. iii. p. 13. 

Tavfrii, \oyAg. tom, i. lib. iv, cap. 2. p. 41 S. Carrieri, tom. 1». 
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The grain moft common in Perfia is wheat, which is 
wonderfully fair and clean. As for barley, rice, and 
rtiilletj they only make bread of them in fome places, as 
in Courdillan, when their wheat-bread is exhaufted be- 
fore the retHfn of the harveft. They do not cultivate in 
this country either oats or rye, except where the Arme- 
nians are fettled, who make great ufe of the latter in 
Lent. 

Perfia produces all the forts of flowers which are to be 
found in Jiurope, but not equally common in all the pro- 
vinces of this empire; for there are fewer forts of them, 
and fewer of each fort, in the fouthern provinces than in 
the reft, excelTive heat being more deftruffive to then 
than froft. Hyrcania, in this refpeft, excels the reft of 
Perfia as much as Perfia furpafles other countries. There 
are whole forefts of oranges, the jelTamin fingle and 
double, and all the flowers that blow in Europe, with 
many which we have not, are profufely fcattered by na- 
ture. The moft eaftem part of this country, which is 
called Mazanderan, is a perfeeft parterre : from Septem- 
ber to the end of April, all the hills are covered with 
flowers as with a carpet, and the fruits are then in their 
beft feafon, for the exceflive heat and the malignity of 
the air deftroy them in ihoj^ucceeding months. To- 
wards Media, and on the foWiern frontiers of Arabia, 
the fields are adorned with tulips, anemonies, ranuncu- 
iaS of the brighteft red, all growing fpontaneoufly : in 
other places, as in the neighbourhood of Spauhawn, jon- 
quils grow wild, and fubfift all the winter. 

Metals of all forts are found in Perfia, efpecially of late 
years; and llnce the reign of Abbas the Great, who was 
at immgnfe pains to difccvcr them, .and to make the 
beft ufe of mines wherever they were difeovered. Iron, 
copper, and lead are become very common ; but of gold 
and filver there are no mines open at prefent. As Perfia 
is a very mountainous country, and as thofe mountains 
produce fulphur and faltpetre, if the inhabitants were ac- 
tive and inijuifitive, there is no doubt to be made, but 
that thofe precious metals might be found in fome part or 
other of the Perfiaii dominions. There arc two forts of 
fait in Perfia, that found on the earth, and rock-faJt ; 
nothing is more common than to meet in this, country 
with plains, fometimes ten leagues in length, covered en- 
tirely with fait ; and others are covered in like manner 
with fulphur and alum. In Media, and at Spauhawn, 
the fait is dug out of mines, and is as bard and firm 
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fire-ftonc nay, in Carmania the Defert, the people ac* 
tually ufe it as fuch in building their houfes. Marble, 
free-ftone, and Hate, are found in great plenty about 
Hamadan : the marble is of four colours, white or fta- 
tuary, black, red and black, and white and^black. The 
^ befl is found about Tauris ; it is almoft as tranfparent as 

cryftal ; its colour is white, mingled with a pale green ; 
but it is fo foft, that fome have queftioned whether it be 
really a ftone or not. In the neighbourhood of the fame 
city they find azure •, but It is not fo good as that of 
Tartary. In Hyrcania, and efpecially in Mazanderan, 
the petroleum, or naphtha, is met with, of two forts, black 
and white ; but the r icheft mine in Pcrfia is the turquoife. 
There are two forts of this precious ftone, one at Nicha- 
pour in Choraflbn ; and the other in Phirous Cou, or 
Mount Phirous, between Hyrcania and Parthia, four 
leagues diilant from the Calpian Sea. This mountain 
derives its name from an ancient king of Perfia, who fubdu- 
ed the country, andinwhofe time the mine was difeovered j 
nay, the very Hones carry his name aifo : for, though we 
call them turquoifes, becaufe they come from the true 
and proper Turkey j yet, throughout the Eaft, they are 
called Phiroufe. 

BeaJJjitamg The horfes of Perfia are the moft beautiful of the Eaft, 

and 'Wild, though they are not fo m®h efteemed as thofe of Arabia. 

They are higher than our faddle-horfes, and their limbs 
as well proportioned as can be imagined. Though there 
are great numbers of them, yet, confidering how much 
they are ufed, and the great demand for them by the fub- 
je£ls of the Mogul on one fide, and of the Grand Signior 
on the other, they are held at a high price, a fine horfe 
being fometimes valued at a thoufand crowns. ^Next to 
horfes we may reckon mules, which are much efteemed 
here, and are very fine; and, after thefe, we may juftly 
place aiTes, of w^hich they have in this country two forts, 
the firft bred in Perfia, heavy and doltifli, as aflesin other 
countries are ; the other originally of an Arabian breed, 
the moft docile and ufeful creature of its kind in the 
world. Thefe are ufed wholly for the faddle, and are 
very frequently adorned with fine accoutrements, becaufe 
of their eafy manner of going, and their being very fure- 
footed. Camels are numerous in Perfia, and fo much in 
efteem, that they are called kechty-krouch-konion, i. e. 
thejhips of the land, becaufe the inland trade is carried on 
by the help of thofe animals, as the foreign traffic depends 
upon (hipping. As beef is little eat in Perfia, their oxen 
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arc generally employed in ploughing, and other forts of 
labour. Hogs are no where bred in this kingdomi if wc 
except a province or two on the borders of the Cafpian 
Sea ; but Iheep and deer are very common. As to beads 
of chace, they are notin fuch numbers here as in moft of 
the countries o‘f Europe, becaufe Perfia is, generally fpcak- 
ing, devoid of woods ; but in Hyrcania, which abounds 
with them, deer of all forts, and gazels, are found in 
great abundance. The gazel is a creature common 
throughout the Eaft •, and fo many of them have been 
brought into Europe, that they need not any defcription. 

As to wild beads, there are not a great number of them 
in this country, for the fame reafon that has been affigned, 
with refped to beads of chace, except in Hyrcania, 
where, in the woods, there are many lions, bears, tygers, 
leopards, &c. So that the ancients fpoke very truly of 
Hyrcania, when they called it the Country of Wild Beads. 
One thing, however, is to be remarked, that neither here, 
nor throughout all Perfia, are there any wolves; but the 
chakal, or jackal, is common every where, and has this 
peculiar quality, that it tears up dead bodies, if the graven 
are not carefully watched. As to infedls, the drynefs of 
the air prevents our having much to fay about them : 
there are, however, in fome provinces, prodigious num- 
bers of locnds, or grafhoppers, which come in fuch clouds 
as to obfeure the air. In certain parts of the Perfian do- 
minions they have large black fcorpions, fo venomous, 
that fuch as are dung by them die in a few hours: in 
others they have lizards frightfully ugly, which are an ell 
long, and as thick as a large toad, their (kins being as hard 
and tough as that of the feal : they are faid to attack and 
kill men fometimes ; but that affertion may be doubted. 
Among the reptiles of this country, there is a long worm, 
called by the inhabitants hazar-pey, i. e. thoufand feet\ 
by the Spaniards, centopes : its whole body is duck with 
fmall feet, with which it runs prodigioully fad; it is 
longer and fmaller than a caterpillar ; and its bite is dan- 
gerous and even mortal if it gets into the ear 

There are in Perfia all the feveral forts of poultry which B 
we have in Europe, but not in fuch quantities, becaufe 
they are chiefly bred and taken care of by the Armenians, 
who have frequently capons fatted to fuch a degree, that 
they are killed for nothing but their greafe. There ar^ 

t Cliardin, tom, hi. p. 3a. Taverq. tom, i. lib, v. cap. 3. p; 4^3. 
Carreri, tom, ii. p. xi5« 
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lioweiTf, a yM number of pigeons, wild and tame, Th« 
partridges of this country are the largeft and findt in the 
world, being generally of the fize of our pullets. As to 
water-fowl, they have geefe, ducks, cranes, herons, and 
many other forts: but they are in greater flenty in the 
northern, than the fouthern provinces. The finging- 
birds here are of the fame kinds as we have in Europe ; 
the nightingale is heard there all the year, but chiefly in 
the fpring’, martlets, which learn whatever words are 
taught them ; and another bird of the fame fize, called by 
them noura, which chatters continually, and repeats very 
pleafantly whatever it hears. As to birds of a large fize, 
the moil confiderable is the pelican, by the Perfians called 
tacab, i. e. water-carrier^ and alfo mife, i. e Jheep^ becaufe 
it is as large as one of thofe animals. There are in Perfia 
variousbirds of prey, and in the mountains, about fifteen or 
twenty leagues from Schiras, there are fome of the largeft 
and fineft hawks in the world: the people take great pains 
in teaching them to fly at game ; and the king has gene- 
rally eight hundred of thefe birds, each of which has a 
perfon to attend it. The Perfian lords are likewife great 
lovers of falconry, and even the common people praftifed 
it much ; for neither this, nor fhooting, nor hunting with 
dogs, is forbid to the meanefl man in Perfia*'. 

This country affords not great quantities of frefti-water 
fifh, becaufe there are no great rivers in Perfia ; however, 
there are of thefe three kinds, thofe of the lakes, of the 
rivers, and of the kerifes, or fubterraneous paffages- 
Thofe in the lakes are carps and Iliads \ the river-fifh 
chiefly barbel, which is alfo the fort of fifli commonly 
met with in the fubterraneous channels •, they are very 
large, but by no means good, and their roes are particu- 
larly dangerous. There are in the river at Spauhawn a 
great number of crabs, which crawl up the trees, and are 
found under the leaves, from whence they are taken, 
and are efteemed a very delicious food. As to fea-fifh, no 
country is better ferved ; the Cafpian Sea contains very 
fine fifh on one fide, and the Perfian Gulf, on the other, 
is believed to have more fifh in it than any other fea in the 
world. There is taken, on the coafts of this gulf, a fort 
of fifh, for which they have no particular name ; its flelh 
is of a red colour, very delicious ; and fome of them weigh 
tiivoor three hundred pounds: its fleib will take fait, like 

^ Chardm, tom. iii. p. 38, Tavern, tom. i. lib. iv, cap. 3. p. *25. 
Carrerl, tom* ii* p. 214. 
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beef { but it cannot be kept long, becaufe the fait in ilris 
countiy is very corrofive 

As we have now examined the produflions of the aifi 
earth, and waters of Perfia^ we are next to fpeak of the 
natural rarities which are to be found in this large empire^ 
Ofthefe, the^firft we are to take notice of, is a certain 
poifonous fhrub, or plant, by the Arabians called chark, 
by the Perfians, gulbad^amour, i* e. ibe wmd^po^oning 
fiowtr ; it flowers like the thiftle, and has pods filled with 
a thick white liquor, of the confiftence of cream, (harp 
and four to the tafte : ik is affirmed, that wherever the 
wind blows over a number of tbefe plants, it thence con- 
tra£fs a poifonous qualitv, which proves mortkl to the 
next that refpires it *. There is likewife another (hrub in 
the fame country, viz. Carmama the Defert, fingularly 
noxiious; it is called kerzehre, i. e^ affes poijon^ l^caule 
thofe creatures are apt to eat of its fruit, which generaUy 
proves mortal. The very water that wafhes its roots is 
likewife held to be poifonous. The trunk of this (hrub is 
as large as a man’s Icff, and it fomedmes grows to the i 
height of fix feet } its hark is remarkably rough, and of a 
bright green colour ; its leaves Sre perfedly round, with 
a rifing point in the middle \ it bears a fore of flower ex- 
a£riy refembling the rofe, of a kind of flefh cdlour ; 
whence it is apprehended that the Greeks called it rho- 
dodendron. The Arabians, as well as the Perlians, call 
it the gall or poifon of an afs. Some are of opinion, that 
it is the nerium of our herhalifts, and the fame plant that 
is called in French rofage K The goats, both wild and 
tame, which feed on the fliorc of the Perfian Gulf, afford 
thebezoar fo much efteemed in medicine i but the beft 
kind is taken out of thofe creatures in the province of Co- 
raffon, or Badria, and it is thought to excel by far the 
bezoar of Goloonda, and the reft of the Indies. The ab- 
mclec, or eater of locufts, or crafshoppers, is a bird which 
better deferves to be deferibed, perhaps, than moft others^ 
of which travclleri have given us an account, becaufe the 
fafb relating to it are not only ftrange in themfelves, but 
fo well and fo diftinAly attefted, that however furprtflng 
they may feeim wo cannot but affof 4 theiu out oehef. 
The food of this cseotute is the locuft of grafsfaopper : ic is 

y Cbirdin. torn. in. p» 44* %*arern. toavii. lib. iv. ctp. ii- p, 
414. Carrsri, tom. BID. a Chardin, tom. lil^ p. i|V 
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of the fi2C of ap ordinary hen, Us feathers blacfc, itd^mgtt 
large, and its flefh of a greyifli colour : they fly generally 
great flocks j but the thing which renders the.fe birds 
wonderful is, that they are fo fond of the water of a cer- 
tain fountain in Coraflbn, or Ba£lria, that wherever that 
water is ca^rried, they follow ; oh which account: it is 
carefully preferved > for^ wherever the locufts fall, the 
Armenian prjefts, who are provided with this water^ 
twing a quantity of it and place it in jars, or pour it into 
little channels in the fields ? the next day whole troops of 
thefie birds arrive, and quickly deliver the people from the 
locufls« The river Mahmoudker, i. e. Mahmoud the 
Dtoft is a furptifing natural rarity* At fome diflance 
from Spauhawn there is a range of rocks, plane and equal 
for a conliderable fpace, ^except that here they have open- 
ings, like the embrafures in bailions, through which the 
\i(inds pafs with furpriilug velocity ; through thefe rocks 
falls the river wc mentioned, into a noble bafon, partly 
wrought by the ^at^ itfelf, wd partly formed by art. 
^ one afeends themnuntain, certain natural chinks fhew 
bottom of it, like a fleeping lake, covered 
ydtb rqek.s and moup:tains ; ic^ is thought to be of unfa# 
tbuMnal^ depth,} and ..when ,ftpnes are thro'^minto it, they 
cayfa a^njRft.aroaWBfi: which- almoft deafens the 

hearers ; vdfehce tWfr. wver is fpppofed to derive its name. 
After its , dfifeent from. .th.O bftfop .before mentioned, it rolls 
along the plain, tin . it falls into the river Zenderoud. 
Some are of opinion,, that this river docs not derive its 
v^ater ffpm<fpongftt J^ttfrqm t^n fiiow on tl^e tops of the 
njountainst 'whi^Jiy/^lting. gradn^, diftila through, the 
chinks of the the vaft-lsdcy before mentioned ; 

and i, in, isme mcafure 

which is 

hoirevet loftk^a|(iei:iJit XendfitoodJ^ Under a 

certain ntonnuip from the ruins 

of a building on its fumm>t». fuppoCed tp have been 
eredfed by the great Kiiftan, there mas. stgrotm, which 
deferves a place among, the natural > rarities of Perlia. 
From the top of. thU. .grotto there., diftih through, the 
wiolft mtmnmMk te thum: pl«ce% frelh. water, 

y)^kh, MOpeet<t«a^cks,. forms two or three 

idimna . weams, '"diait iflise from t^nce to water the 
pjsriiv 4^ a^cial parities of the 

CQim^. 


% Chardin, tom. ii. p. 


Jo 







liyi6ry of the PerfanU 5f 

To begin then with the ancient Perfepolis, the ruins of A Jtferip^ 
%hich ftill teftify the truth of what fome ancient writers 
have affirmed, that in the times of its profperity, it w:\^ 
one of the moff: auguft cities in the world (plate i . and 2.) 

When we compare the deferiptions of travellers with each 

other; when we cOnfider what is recorded of other cities, 

and what is ftill to be feen of thbfc Aat were moft famed ; 

wc fliall be induced to confefs, that the Periian empire, 

in all its grandeur, cemtd boaft of nothing more gforioxrS| # 

noi' have left any thing motd allonilhing tc pbftcmy, thiir 

the venerable ruins of this dity. 

The plain in which this famous city^ ftood, is one of Th plaht 
the fined in Perfiaj-and indeed in all the End. Its length 
extends to eighteen or nineteen leagues j its breadth is in 
fome places two> in others four, and in fome fix. It is 
watered by the great river Araace^, or Bendcmir, and by 
a multitude of rivulets befides. Within the compafs of 
this plain, there are between a thoufand and fifteen hun- 
dred villages, without reckoning thbfc in the mountains, 
all adorned with plcafant gardens," and phnted with 
fhady trees. The entrarice of this plain, on the weft fide, 
has received as much grandeur from nature, ns the city it 
covers could do from induftry or art. It' confifts of a 
range of mountains, fteep and high, four leagues in 
length, and about two miles broad, forming two flat 
banks, with a rifing terrace in the middle, the fummlt of 
which is perfc£Ily plain and even, all of native rock. In 
this there are fuch openings, and the terraces arc fo fine, 
and fo even, that one would bt, tempted to think the 
whole was the work of art, if the gre^ extent, and prodi- 
gious elevation did not convince one*, that it is a perform- 
ance too ftupendous for human art and induftry to acenm- 
plifli. One cannot from hence defery the ruins of the city, 
becaufe the banks are too high to be overlooked ; but we 
can perceive, on every fide, the ruins of and of 

edifices, which heretofore atlonied the rangc"f moun- 
tains, of which we are fpeakii^;;. On the weft, and on 
the north, this city is cltfended in the like manner; fo 
that, confidering the height and evennefs of thefc banks, 
one may fafely fty, that there is not in the world, a place 
fo fortified by nature^. The ancient palace of the kings 
of Perfia, called by the inhabitants Chil-minar, i. c. forty 
columns^ is fituated at the foot of the mountain. The walls 
of this ftately building are ftill Handing on three fidcs^ 

t Chardin, tom . il- p. 141. LcBrun, tom. ii. p. 261. 
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and it has the mountain on the caft. The front is in 
tent fix hundred paces from north to fouth, and thre^ 
hundred and ninety from eaft to weftj quite to the rock, 
without any flair-cafe on that fide, till one comes to the 
mountain, where, by the help -of certain ragged ftones, 
it is eafy to reach the loweft part of the wall, which is 
not above eighteen feet feven inches in height,* and in 
feme places not fo high. This curtain is four hundred 
and ten paces in length on the north, and one-and-twenty 
feet high in fome places 5 but in moft places thirty, quite 
to the mountain, where is ftill a corner of the wall, and 
in the middle an entrance, by which one may climb to 
the top, by broken pieces of the rock. Before the weft 
fide are fcveral rocks, which rife towards the north, till 
they are on a level with the wall, appearing like a kind of 
platform, extending eighty paces, before it. There feems 
to have been a flair-cafe formerly on this fide, and fome 
buildings without this curtain, the rock being very fmooth 
in many places. On the top of the edifice, there is a 
platform of four hundred paces, which extends, in the 
middle <jf the front wall, quite to the mountain. Along 
this wall, and all the three fides, rung a pavement of two 
Hones joined together, which fill up a fpace eight feet 
broad .; fome of thefe ftones are eight, nine, and ten feet 
long, and fix in breadth ; but the reft are fmaller. The 
principal flair-cafe is not placed in the middle ; but much 
nearer the north-end than the fouth, being fix hundred 
paces diftant from this, and only an hundred and fixty- 
live from that. The ftair-cafe is compofed of two flights 
of flairs, forty-two feCt afunder at bottom. Its depth is 
twenty-five feet fevcvn inches to the wall, from whence 
proceed the fteps, which are as long as the ftair-cafe is 
<leep, within two inches. Each of thefe fteps is four 
inches high, and fourteen in breadth ; fo that nothing can 
he more commodious: there are fifty-five on the north 
fide, and fifty-three on the fouth; but the latter arc not 
fo whole as the former. Afccnding thus high, we arrive 
at a landing-place, fifty-one feet four inches broad, pro- 
portioned exaxSly to the breadth of the ftair-cafe ; the 
ftones of this landing-place are of an extraordinary fizc. 
The two flights of the flair* cafe are feparated by the wall 
of the front; but in fuch a manner, that they -decline 
from each other from the bottom up to the middle, and 
incline towards each other from the middle to the top; 
which has a wonderful cffecl: on the eye, and fuits per- 
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feflly well with that magnificence which reigns through- 
out every other part of the building. 

The upper-part of this ftair-cafe confirts of forty-eight 
fleps on one fide, and on the others fomc of which are 
damaged, notwith/ianding they are cut in the rock. At 
the top of thefc there is another landing-place, between 
the flights of flairs, feventy-five feet broad, paved with 
great /tones, feme thirteen or fourteen feet long, - and 
feven or eight broad ^ (Y). 

To fpeak now of what is to be feen, when one is among 
theie ruijis : the firft thing that falutes the eye in a flrait 
line, forty-two feet diftant from the front before deferibed, 
are two great porticos, and two columns (plate 3.) 
The pavement of the firll is much damaged by time ; ami 
the feepnd is funk five feet lower than the former. Thefe 
portieos are twenty-two feet four inches in ilrpth, and 
thirteen feet four inches in breadth. One fees in tlie 
front c( each pilafter, a large figure cut in hafs-redief, 
twenty-two feet in length from its fore to its hiiul-fcct, 
and fourteen feet anti a half high. The heads of thefe 
animals ar« entirely deftroyed ; their breaft and feet juo- 
j eft from the pilafter; and their bodies arc very much 
damaged. Thofe of the firft portico front towards the 
ftair-cafe, and thofe of the fecond, which have wings on 
their bodies, toward the mountains. One fees, above the 

1 Lfi Brun, ubl fupra. Chardin, ubi fupra. 

(T) , In the defeription in the obfervatiuns of preceding 
cur text, vVe have adhered travellers, but Chardin’s cu- 
pretty clofely to M, Le Brun ; rious plans, to rilrei^d, and 
and that for many reafons ; and, probably, to current 
tccauft his profelTion, him, in his notions on this 
which was that of a painter, head. Fourthly, there is furh 
netldered biin more capable ot agreement, in material points 
(kferibing rt^imitely, and of at leaft, between his accounts 
deflguing ^he won- and thofe ot Chardin, notwicii- 

(^cri of l^crlS^lis, than any ftanding his atteifting, on all 
former crav^H^, whom either occafions, to quarrel with that 
hufineik or curiuOty had led gentleman’s lentiments, that 
that way. Secondly, this gen-» we did not think it at all nc- 
tleman, when he vifued thefe ceflary to trouble the reader 
ruins, determined to confider with any particulars of a dif- 
niore attentively, and to ex- puie or no great importance 
nmine more nicely, thofe relies in itfelf, ana which, though 
ot Peiiian architeLiiure, than profcciitcd with warmth, icemj 
any other author had done, to have been fuggclkd by 
Thirdly, he had nut only vanity. 
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-fcRallj and 

too highj fd be legiblj^ (pl^e 4.) The firO: portico is 
ftill tbirty-ninc^^ect bight ffte :ieqcuid twenty-eight. 
The bafes fo/ the p4kf|;€f,s a|*e Aye fe.et two inches high. 
The figures are not :Caryefl .o«t of one ftone, but out of 
^hree, joined ^ethjpr for tha:t purpofe. In their prefent 
condition, it is e^fy^o decide, ^^hat tbeySvere in-* 
tended far, though, m^y . aUfthojTe have given the world 
their conje£l;ures. 

The two colunuis, {land between the two por-t 

ticos, are more pndr.e than any other part of the ruins^ 
They are of white ^marble, flutied, and wonderfully beau- 
tiful, that is, as to their chapiters, and other ornaments^ 
for, to their bafes, they are cgyered with earth. They 
are -twenty-fix feet from the firft portico, and fifty-fix 
from the fecond, fourteen feet in eircumfercn.ee, and fif- 
ty-four high. There were certainly two others between 
jhefe and the laft portico, of which are ftiJl fome remains, 

f reat pieces of nvarble lying about, half buried in the earth, 
ifty-Lwp feet from the laft mentioned portico fouthward, 
there is a large ciftern cut out of a whole ftone, twenty 
feet long, feyenteen feet five inches broad, and three feet 
above the earth. Froju thence to the wall, there is a 
fpace of about ahui>dred<and fifty paces, in which are 
found nothing but brolcun pieces of ftone, and fhe remains 
of a column, which appears to have been unruled, and 
therein differs frum all the reft. It is about two feet in 
compafs, and twelve and a half long, (plate 5.) From it 
to the rnouqtain, there is nothing to be met with, but 
heaps of broken ftoneg. 

Turning from tbpfe porticos to the fouth, one fees, at 
the diftajuce of one hundred and twenty-two feet, another 
of two flights of fteps, in the fame 
manner fbrmorj one fronting towards the eaft, the 

other towards the weft^ The wall is ftill about fix feet 
feven inches bifeh j but- jn tfie middle it is aim oft entirely 
ruin^. The ^tent of the eaft flight of is eighty- 
thrpe and it is evident epou^, fro^ th^ Jbwer- 

moft pf tlig®|^hat they wjerp ad^oepe'd with ISIgiUrcs In bas- 
relief. On top,, of the U ^pu^ipilage 

vifiblg, with figucc^;, in ba^r^li^ "si liou tca.tihg i huft, 
larger than itee life, (plate ftaiir-cafe is half bu- 

ried ifi earth ; and ohe fees efW»i«-fmQll figurcs-omthc 
wall on both fides. The waft flight confifts of twenty- 
eight fteps i the other, having fufieredwnore by the ac- 
tclUon of the earth, has now but eighteen, each feventeen 

feet 
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fettlong, three inches high, and fourteen inches Sind I 
half broad. Many of thefe, towards top, are broken^ 
and two or three entirely deftroyed, though ent out of th^ 
rock. At the end of the landing-place from this 
cafe there is^nother front, whereon arc three rowa^ df 
fmall^gures, one above another. Of the firft roW theti 
is nothing now to be feen but the parts helow the girdl^ 
the reft being deftroyed by lime. The fccond row, Whfdi 
is the beft preferved, has, notwlthftandiiig, receiv'ed 
injuries : and ae to the third, there is nothing now aoord 
ground but their heads. Thcfc figures are two feet nlni 
inches high ; and the wall, of which there arc (till fitr4 
feet three inches above ground^ is nincty^eight feet in ex* 
tent, from the firft ftep to its left corner, where there is 
another ftair-cafe, the fteps of which are exaftly of the 
fame fize with thofe before deferibed^ From what rc*- 
rnains of the inner wall, it appears, that it was alfo co- 
vered with fmall figures. At the end of the ftair-caft 
there is another wall, which extends ninety f^et beyond 
the landing-place. The corner turns a little to the fouih. 
and goes no farther, becaufe the earth is there at the fame 
height. Returning to the weft flight of fteps of the ftair- 
cafe before mentioned, we meet with a wall forty-fire feet 
in leiiglli beyond the bottom of the ftair-cafe, with an in- 
terval of fixty-feven feet to the weft front. This fide, likfe 
the former, is adorned with three rows of figiii#9, and i 
lion tearing a bull, or an afs, with a horn in its forehead. 
Between thefe animals and the figures iberc is a i^uar^ 
fpace, filled with characters, of which the higheft ari 
quite effaced. The figures on this fide are fairer than oii 
the other, the ground being Jefs elevated : there aft 
twenty-five fteps here. As for the figures on the ftair- 
cafe, we refer the reader to the plates 7. and B. Thie 
wall beyond the ftair-cafe is unadorned with figilretf. 
At the ftep of the ftair-cafe, between the two l^ignts ctf 
ftalrs, there is an open place, paved with very lai^ 
ftones, between the ftair-cafe and the firft cploniffs, 
are twenty-two feet and two inches diftanC, They ftand 
in two rows, each confifting of fix columns, of whick 
there is only one remaining cirflfe ; bafes and fotnfe 

broken pieces of the reft. There arc rfk rows of coliuntid^ 
feventy feet eight inObes diftafit froiti fhefe, eacli 
confifting of fix columns. Thcfc ehirtv-lix columns ai^ 
twenty-two feet two inches from each other, as the fWtet 
are. There are ftill feven of thcfc entire, with tlife 
of all the rcfti but much broken and ddftic^d. Of frofc 

E 4 which 
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i^hich arc left, there is one of the firft r.ow, one of the 
fecond, two of the third, and one of each of the reft. 
One finds between thefe columns, and thofe before men- 
tioned, fevcral large ftones, heretofore part of fome fub- 
tcrrancous building Seventy feet eight inches weft from 
thefe columns, towards the front of the ftair-cafe,. there 
were twelve columns more, difpofed in two rows, of 
which there are only five remaining. The bafes of feven 
more are vifible, ana the ground is covered with the ruins 
of thofe which arc decayed. One can difeover, however, 
among the fragments of thofe brnaments, which lie half 
interred, that each bf thefe columns was furmounted by 
the figure of a camel kneeling, i(platc i. p. 51.) To the 
fouth of thefe columns ftands the edifice moil elevated of 
any in thefe ruins j but/ it is neoelfary for us to obferve, 
that, on the eaft, there are ftill difcernible two rows of 
columns, confiftingof fix each, of which the bafes of four 
or five remain ftill above the earth •, and, in all appear- 
ance, thefe were oppofed to other rows of columns, 
which were in the front. Advancing ftill towards the 
mountain, one finds the ruins of many buildings, confift- 
ing of windows, fome of them filled with charafters 
(plate 9), paflages, portals, &c, (plates 10. ii. 12. 13). 
The porticos arc adorned with figures ; and thefe ruins 
take up a great fpace« But to return to the edifice: it 
extends^ hundred and eighteen feet from the columns ; 
and the wall of its front is yet five feet feven inches high, 
compofed of one row of ftones, fome of which are eight 
feet broad, extending from eaft to weft a hundred and 
ihirtecn fccL There are before the edifice certain ftone 
foundations ftill vifiblc^ but what end they anfwered 
cannot be gnelTed^ finoe there is no ftaiNcafe on this fide« 
This wall is adomed wiitb no fort of omamcnl, ns the reft 
There are, howeyet, two ftair-cafes, one on the 
noith, the other on the fouth fide, but almoft entirely 
ruined. On the landing-place we ftill difeover the re* 
mains of ptarucop, which an e^tbquake threw down, AH 
fbe reft of the huihh^g, which ^nfifts of great and little 
poitioQS, is entirely rumedi the ground, covered with th^ 
fragmesita^ is Oboist a huiHired and fejty*fev^ feet ia 
Icngthf «tid .nearly fijuare. On the north thepe > are two 
pt^scos, and thj^ i|icfacs or windows nralled^qy ^ 

n fo^ep4f^$^ wtf^ik^ open-: fpote arc 
olhel: not cgvei^ wel^^ 

two openings; and a third to the vidtb three 
niches of windows waUed np. Six of thefe openings are 

without 
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without cornices ; and there remains but half a one to the 
eaft. One fees, under the two porticos, on the norths on 
each fide, the figure of a man and two women, from the 
knees upwards, their legs being covered with earth ; under 
one of thefe, on the weft, there is the hgure of a man 
fightinji a bull, which has a horn in its forehead *, the man 
holds this with ifis left hand, and ftrikes a poinard into the 
v^lly of the beaft with his right: on the other fide the 
are the fame, excepting only, that the man holdi 
the horn with his right hand, and ftabs the beaft with 
his left. In the fecond portico there is the figure of a 
man holding and ftabbing a beaft, rcfembling either a 
deer or a lion, by fuch a horn in its forehead, and with 
wings upon its back, (plate 14). Under the portico to 
the north, the fame figures are vifible *, only the man com- 
bats here a true lion, which he holds by the mane with 
his right hand, and ftabs with his left, (plate 15). Thefe 
figures have half their legs buried under the earth. On 
i^pth fides of the portico, towards the fouth, there is the 
figure of a man, with an ornament in his hand refembling 
^ crown, attended by two perfons, one of whom holds an. 
umbrella over his head, and the other has fome enfign of 
authority in his hand (plate 16). Above thefe figures 
are three niches full of charafters. On the pilafters of 
the firft portico, which are out of their places, and lie 
near the flight of fteps laft mentioned, there are two men, 
each armed with a lance, which the one holds with both 
hands, the other only in his right (plate 17). One 
alone ol thefe is entire. There arc other pieces of pi- 
lafters feattered up and down with various figures (plates 
18. 19. 20.), fome of them very remarkable for the num- 
ber of figures they contain, exhibiting, as fome fup- 

E ofe, a royal audience, where the king appears fitting on 
is throne, with a foot-ftool, a petfon with a kind of um- 
brella over his head, a petitioner before him, and hia 
guards with IbieUls, lances, &c. attending him (platea 
2i. 22. 23). Behind this edifice appears another of 
much the fame kind, except that it U thirty-dght feet 
longer, with a nich or window blocked up, and an- 
other open, with two ftones ftanding np, one on the righft 
hand, the^beron the left. Of t^e, that towards cho 
eaft is-broken; the other, towardsrtbewcft, is ftill twentf^ 
eight feet high. Thcpc ure, on the top of this fton^ 
tiSee nU^hes or tablets, full of cbam^eis, and a. fonai^ 
below, which fcems to have been cut after the reft. The 
ii^i;^iens are foA ia the ntcbeMNr windows be^e 
^ mcntioiiedf 
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mentioned, ^ach tadslet confifthig of one Aoheimly, To 
the fouth there arc two flights of ftairsjtheone to the eaft, 
the other to the weft \ but of tbefe only five ft’eps arc re- 
maining 5 and on the wings, as well as on the wall 
which fepnrates them, there are ftill vifible fome fmall fi- 
gures and foliages, though half buried in.the ground. A 
hundred feet from thence, to the fouth, he laft ruins are 
found of thefe edifices, confifting chiefly of porticos and^ 
enclofed fpaces of ground ; and between thtfe two 
of ruins is another ftair-cafe, of which only feven ftepi 
fire remaining, which ferve, however, to rfiew, that an- 
ciently they were adorned with figures and foliage. On 
the eaft fide of this ftair-cafe there are certain iubtena- 
neous pafiages, in w'hich the inhabitants imagine great 
treafures are hid. M. Le Brun entered them, as feveral 
travellers had done before, but was quickly obliged to re- 
turn without making any difeoveries, the paiTages being 
fo narrow, and fo dark and moift, that it was impofllblc 
to proceed. However, even thefe experiments arc fufe 
cient to ft^ew, tliat the conjeeftures of the inhabitants arc 
very indifferently founded, fince, from the ftrudfure of 
thefe vaults, we are left to judge, they were rather in- 
tended for carrying oft' v/ater, or fome fuch purpofe, than 
to be made repofitories of the royal treafures 

The proceflions delineated on the walls, the vafes in 
the hands of many of the figures, the feveral tablets of 
unknown chara£fers, and the many hieroglyphical repre- 
fentations which are ftill feen in thefe ruins, have led 
fome great men into an opinion, that this ancient ftruc- 
ture was a temple, dedicated to the deities worfhipped in 
Perfia. Oihers, with much greater reafon, have delivered 
it as their fentiment, that thefe ruins are the fad remains 
of the ancient palace of Perfepolis, which they think 
ftrongly confirmed by the deferiptione, left us by ancient 
authors, of that noble pile of building. Thofe who ad- 
here to this notion fay, that the figures in proceflion re- 
prefent a birth-day feaft of one of the Perfian emperors, 
when his courtiers were wont to bring him prefents. As 
to the inferiptions, they are, generally fpeaking, illegible 
even by the Perfees or ancient Perfians ihcmfelves; fo 
that hardly any argument can be deduced from them. 
The hieroglyphics might as well ferve for ornaments to a 
palace as to a temple \ and, it may be, were fome of the 
fpoils of Egypt, brought thence by Cambyfes’s army. 


>^LeBruD, vol. ii. p. 2681 
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However this be, certain it is, that the habits 0/ thofe fi- 
gures agree perfeftly well with the defcriptions of the old 
Median and Perfian robes, as they are recorded in Greek 
writers. On the whole, therefore, it may be prclumeH, 
that this edifice was actually erefted by the Icings of the 
firft race, fincejnothing icen there carries the afpeft of 
later times ; Init wliethcr Cyrus was tlie foujitler nr 
^hether this palace was begun by Darius, and finidied 
u^Oferxes, is a point not eafily, il at all, to be drtcriniiicib 
From a view of the figures vilible 011 the walls, pillars, 
&c. it feems probable to us, that they were enigmatical 
yeprefentarions, for the moll part, of the eoiirl'e nt* the 
heavenly bodies, and of the efieds produced !iy thi:m. 
The traditions of the natives^ in refped: to ti^ck' ai)[ji|ui- 
ties, are generally reprefented by travellers as enniured, 
extravagant, and not to be depended on. 1 his 1 ha- 
rader may, however, in fome meafure, aril'e from their 
want of acquaintance with oriental hillory, v hich is not 
^ways fo fabulous and incoherent as it is reprefented to 
be.' There is, and there ever vidll be, a wide iliiTercnce 
between the narrative ftyle of thofe eaftern nations, and 
that in ule among us Europeans (Y). 

At two leagues diftance from thefe ruins, there is a 
famous mountain, feated between two of the fined plains 


(Y) Diodorus Siculus relates 
at length in what manner Per- 
f("polis was plundered by the 
foldicrs of Alexander ; and how 
that prince, at the indlgation 
of the courtefun Thais, fet fire 
to the palace, Plutarch like- 
ivife mentions the fack ot Per- 
fepolis ; and Arrian fays cx- 
prefsly that it was burned by 
order of Alexander, notwith- 
fianding the entreaties of I’ar- 
menio, who interceded in its 
beh:iif. Strabo fays, Alexan- 
der dedroyed the temple of 
■perrcpolis, in revenge tor the 
cruelty of the Peilians, who 
had formerly plundered and 
dellroycd the temples of Greece. 

(,) Vide Diod. S'cul. Hiftor. li 
^lex. Arrian. Expedit. Altx. li 
\v.p. 730.1 Curt, lib, V. cap. 7. 


Curtius affirms, the city was 
utterly deftroyed ; but, accord- 
ing to Arrian, and the book of 
IVIaccabees, it c?bntinued to 
flourilli after this deflru^^tion of 
the palace, and even rcpulft’d 
king Antiochus, who attempted 
to reduce it. This lad author 
calls it Elymals, probably de- 
rived from Elam, the ancient 
name of J^crfia, confequently 
fynonymous with Perfepolis, 
which was the Greek appella- 
tion. It was likewife called 
Pharfabad, or Plumas-Abad, 
which implies the fame mean- 
ing, fur in procefs of time the 
country changed Its name Irom 
Elam to Pharas ( I ). 

I. xvii. cap. 7. Plutarch in Vit. 
). ill. cap. I R. Strab. Oeog. iib. 

1 ivlaccab. vu 
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in the world, and which, by the inhabltanUj Is called by 
fevcral names ; fometimcs they ftilc it Kabrefton-Gauron, 
i. e. the Sepulchres of the Gaurs-^ fometimes Nachs-Rullan, 
the Figures of Ri^an\ and fometimes Takt-Ruftan, 
i. c. the Throne of Kuflan. This Ruftan, is the Hercules 
of the Eaft, or rather the Amadis; forthe ftorfts told 
of him are alike fabulous and romantiA’ Our bufmefs, 
however, is not with them, but with the mountain, 
which is an entire rock, harder, and capable of a be^icr 
polifti than marble. It is levelled by art; its Tides are 
perfectly perpendicular, fo that it looks like a large wall ; 
and upon it there are figures reprefented in has relief, 
with great ikill and beauty. The lirft of ihefe, which 
is about the height of a pike from the ground, repre* 
fents a combat between two knights, mounted on horfoi^ 
back, each of them having an iron mace in his left hand ; 
he on the right has a bonnet on his head, and holds out 
in his right hand a large ring of iron, of which the other 
knight feems to take hold with his right hand, A^'/ 
thefe figures, as well of horfes as of mon, arc gigantic ; 
and as to the meaning of the piece, if we truft tradition, 
and the Perfian poets, it is thus to be underftood : they 
fay, that one of thefe cavaliers was Ruftan, or Ruftem, 
the fon of Sal the White, the fonof Sam, the fon of No- 
ramon king of the Indies; the fecond Ruftan, or Ruftem 
the fon of Tahmour king of Perfia. Thefe two princes 
are faid to have been engaged in long and bloody wars, 
and at laft to have agreed to determine their quarrels by a 
combat ; the manner in which this was to be performed 
was thus: one extended a rin^ of iron in his right hand, 
which the other laid hold of, it being previoufly agreed, 
that whoever could wrench from the other this iron ring, 
fhould be efteemed the conqueror, and fhpuld be obeyed 
for the future by him who loft it,. They fay too, that 
the king of Perfia, who is the perfon reprefented by 
the figure having a long beard, yamqmflied the king of 
the Indies in this engagement. Bdides the ring and mace, 
thefe combatants have iron bullets," hanging by chains, at 
the fidee of their horfes, which, it is to be fupj^fcd, they 
let fly at each other, in the fame manner pcifcilt* fome- 
times fight with their flails (plate 24). tfcar this figure 
there arc two others Mate aji bit i^to their 
prefentation, it is impoluble to fay any thinjgw||l|f certainty, 
fince we are furnifhed with no accounts by waiters, 

tnd the traditions the modern Perfians, 
jcib arc little t<^ be depended on; though, 

^ truths 





truth, tlie'^mnioapdi^ imre ttiOifeilll^ 

thofc XJ^iDthcr cot^teies ; .wfaentlid^ are afked the niran^ 
Jng^of th^ fivuroR^thcj^generaUjrfayj'MG^d knoi^s nayi 
tncir tn^;ot learning coittfiit thcmCdw affirm- 
ing, that^h^ytlatctp of theirco uncry, 

withoutif*^^ 2 iulbit^ enter into particulars. At a fmall 
diftance ifonv thcfc figures is the firft tomb, At fixty: 
paces from this tomb ther^^nother ; thirty paces from 
thence a third ; the^fftance of a hundred paces, a 

fourth ; which isttJcTaft (phtc 27.' aB, 29). Not far from 
thefe tombs are two fin all edifices (plate 30). Near the 
third tomb'are two infcridgiian^^r^ fifteen lines in length, 
in the charader ril the inferiptions at the 

paiace of PerfepoJis^ j^^Sw^rC' afe fcreral other curioui.* 
reprefentations carvetf odlf^ this mountain, fome perfeftly 
whole and found, others much defaced, either through 
the injuries of time and weather, or the brutal zeal of the 
Mahommedans, who make a merit of deftroying all kind 
imagery “ (Z). 

■ Vide Chardin, tom. ii, Le Brun, tom. il. 

(Z\Befides the tombs fpoken in the proceffion ; In the wall 
ofabeVe, there are two near of the palace there are fpur co* . 
the ruins of the palace of Per- > lumas fronting the fpeftator, 
fepoliff which, Sir John Char- and exadly in the middle there 
din fa4, appeared to him the appears a door ; but it is only 
moll c\ous remnailts of an- the figure of a door cut in the 
tiquity i^ch he beheld there, rock, apd does not feem ever 
They are\hi^ fix -hundred to have been defigned for a 
paces from the columns ; and, paflk^ into any cavity behind 
ill order to reach them, there, it. Over this there h another 
is a needfity of climbing three fine piece of workman/hip, full 
hundred paces up the rock, of figures; a^idon the fummit 
Thefe monuments are cut and there appears an altar, with 
hollowed into the rock. The fire burning on it, and a reve- 
one k on the north, over- rend'perfo^ holding a boW in , 
againll the great Hair-cafe of his hand^ kneeling on a kind ' 
the palace ; the front isferenty- of afeent, 6vd* agarnft it, as if 
two feet broa^, and its height at'his'derbtioiw. In the cor- 
aboat pi« tamdred and thirty ner uf the. piece »hW w a 
(plate 31). The platform is roum!/ figure which feemi to 
fimare, and. like the landii^-* rc^refeirt tlw fun, and, In the 
place #a Aair-cafe ; it is about ^ iniddlc, as if in the air, there 
four/^tdeep, and is cut into Ms* a ritiall figdi^ of the fame 
the mfeain : on each fide perfon, whom we fee praying 
there are ik figures finely cut, below, as if he were aTcehding 
rfnd exiillv refcmbling thofi: into fiie heavens. The other 
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great perfcftion which appears in thefe ancient 
works, and thofe of Perfepolis, leaves us no room toi 
doubt, that thofe who were the authors of them, might, 
if they fo pleafed, have left marks of their (kill and 
genius in other parts of this empire alfo. or at Jeaft 
that their fuccelTors might have done foerfenTIlij^in thef 
fame way. We have already laid ourfelvei. under fucll 
reftriftions as forbid a prolix profccution of this hintj 
and therefore we fliall content ourfclves witU remarking^ 
that M. le Brun takes notice, in his Travels, of fome re- 
mains of antiquity, which he, with two Englifh gentle- 
men, faw near a mountain, a league and a half from 
Schiras, on the left of the plain. A direft proof, that, 
on a ftrift enquiry, many more fragments of antiquity 
might be found in Perfia than thofe hitherto defcribed 
and fo highly magnified. 


SECT. IT. 


^ht origin 
pf the Fer- 
Jians, 


Of the Antiquity y Government ^ CuftomSy Arts^ hearnm^ 
and Trade of the Ancient Perfians. | 

^ H E Perfians were, without all doubt, a very an&lent 
^ nation. Their country was firft peopled by llam, 
or, as Jofephus calls him, Elymus the fon of S&m j 
whence Perfia is conftantly called in Scripture Elanuf nor 
does it appear that it was known to the Jews, bejyre the 
captivity, by any other name. The defcendanLj^ Elam 
fettled nrftin that province, which from them was called 
Elymais, and by degrees, as their numbers increafed, 
fpread themfelves into Sufiana, and other adjoining pro- 


• Vide Jofeph. Ant. cap, 8, 


tomb, which is on the eafi fide, 
differs not much from this 
which we have defcribed (plate 
32), It has four columns, 
a falfe door, and over it an al- 
tar with fire, and a prince, or 
high prieft, praying before it, 
with the decorations that have 
been mentioned before. It is 
the firm opinion of the pre- 
fent inhabitants of Perfia, that 
in thefe tombs, and alfo in 
thofe defcribed in the text, 
^here are concealed great quan- 


tities of treafure and valuable 
effefls. It muft be faid in fa- 
vour of this vulgar notion, that 
it has antiquity on its fide ; 
fince we know that when Alex- 
ander conquered this country, 
it was expefted that mighty 
fums would be found in the 
tomb of Cyrus. As, c«| the 
other hand, we know th^ Jo- 
fephus reports a mighlf mafs 
of rnoney to have b^nlaidup 
in thefcpulchre of 

Tinc^Sj 
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Virtccs, as appears from Daniel, ^f'hD places Sufa, the 
metropolis ot Sufiana,, in the province of Elami*. All die 
Greek interpreters, by Elam underftand Perfia ; and in 
the Acts the Perfians are called Elamites ‘i. Whence, itie 
probable, they were defeended from Elam, from 
both thi : and inhabitants borrowed their name. 

The govei;gment of Perfia. was monarchical, 2uid the Their 
crown hereditary. The kingdom of Elam feems to have wnmtnU 
been very powerful, even in the time of Abraham; for 
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, who was contemporary 
with that patriarch, is fald, in Scripture, to have invaded 
the Zamzummins and Emims, who were of a gigantic 
race, and to have taken and pillaged the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, though he was at laft overthrown by 
Abraham, who came to the refeue of Lot, whom the 
Elamite had taken prifoner. In the time of Jeremiah, 

Elam muft have been a very great and potent kingdom, 
as is plain from the prophecy, where he foretels the in- 

fc creafe of Nebuchadnezzar’s dominions ; and particularly 
that he fliould fubdue Elam, a kingdom on the river 
Uli, to the eaftward of the Tigris. 

ilut to fpeak here of Perfia as the fecond of the four The may f- 
gre^ empires (for, of the kings who preceded Cyrus, ty of their 
we mall have occafion to give fome account hereafter); 
the Perfian monarchs were under no control ; but go- 
verrJed by their own arbitrary will and pleafure ■. they 
wereVevered by their fubjetts like deities on earth, none 
daring\p appear before their throne, without prollrating 
themfel^\4»./3a the ground, with a kind of adoration. In 
the time of Apollonius, none were allowed to appear be- 
fore the king, who had not done the fame honours to his 
image. While they were in the king's prefence, they, 
were to hold their hands, fo long as their audience lafled, 
within their fieeves; for neglefting this ceremony, Anto- 
faces and Mitreus werc put to death, as we read in Xe- 
nophon, by Cyrus the Younger. None were fuffered to 
enter the ropl palace without the fovereign’s leave, ex- 
cept the princes who flew Smerdis : all others, of what 
rank foever, before they fet foot in the palace, were 
obliged to acquaint the king by a meflenger, that they de- 
fired to attend him, and wait his royal pleafure. What 
refy^^I and obedience his valTals paid him, we learn from 
Her^atus, who tells us, that Xerxes being once in great 
dang^^y fea, many, at the king’s defire, ftroye who 

‘ t Dan, viih a, s Ails ii. 9.. 
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fliouU \e the firft in leaping over-board, to lighten the 
vcdeli and fave their princess life at the expence of their 
own left. dread of the king’s 

wrath, than or the anger of the gods ; whence they looked 
upon the incurring of his difpleafure, as the greateft 
misfortune that could befal them ; and at 

the leaft intimation given them by their pj^nce, to be- 
come their own executioners. The crown was heredi- 
tary, and beftowed on the eldeft of the deceafed king’s 
lawful children. In long or dangerous expeditions, to 
avoid all contofts, the heir apparent was named by the 
reigning king, before be fet out on his journey or march. 
The new king was crowned at Pafargada, or, as Pliny 
calls it Pafagarda by the priefts, who bore a great 
fway in the court of Perfia. This ceremony was per* 
formed in the temple of the goddefs of war, where 
the king ufed, firft of all, to clothe himfelf with the 
garment which Cyrus, the founder of the Perfian mo- 
narchy, had worn before he was raifed to the throne. 
Being thus attired, he ufed to eat fome figs, with a 
fmall quantity of turpentine, and drink a cupful j of 
four milk j then the tiara % or crown, was placed ion 
his head by one of the grandees, in whofe family /hat 
right was hereditary, and deemed all over' Perfia f the 
greateft honour a fubje£l: could enjoy. The king’s t(ara, 
was, by a peculiar name, called cidaris, being a kii^ of 
turban rifing up with a lharp point, without beiyfing; 
whereas the other Perfians wore their turbans blinding 
downwards to their foreheads, in token o£»fti^3^fl:ion ; 
however the defeendents of thofe, who, with Darius, the 
fon of Hyftafpes, flew the ufurping magi, were allowed 
to ufe a tiara bending to the middle of their head, and 
not, as that of the other fubjefls, reaching down to their 
eye-brows. Round the tiara the king wore a purple and 
white band, or diadem ^ for nothing elfe is meant by the 
word diadimy in the ancient writers, but a band of this 
nature wreathed round the forehead '. This tiara, with 
the purple and white band, is the only enfign of royalty 
we nnd among the Perfian kings of the firft dynafty. The 
king’s birth-day was kept as facred, and celebrated with 
public fports in the utmoft pomp and magnificence. His 
death was bewailed by fliutting the tritmnaJs of juSicc 
for five days ; and that fire, which was worfiiipped m fa- 

? Herodot. lib. vhi. cap. iit. \ Plin. lib. t6. 

r Plutarch, in Artaxenu > Prilt Obftrrat. lib. cap. ia. 

Brif. lib, i. p.441 
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milles as a houfliold god, was on that occafion alone, ex- 
tlnguifhed ^ The king’s aboilu was, acconllng to the 
feafons, feven months at Babylon, three at 8ufa (C), and 
two at Ecbatan “ : whence they are CL.mparcd by yElian* 
to cran^ ; ayd by Ariftotle to the Scythian Noinades, 
who, by ..i'L'en Shifting their aboilc, always enjoyed a tem- 
perate feaforhw They likewife removed to Palargada, and 
fumetimes to Perfepolis j which, at hifl, bc-camc their 
ordinary refidence. The king\s court, or palace, had 
many gates, and each gate a body 'of guards, whofe duty 
it was not only to defend the king’s pcrlon, but to inlorni 
him of whatever they faw or heard done in any part of 
the kingdom ; whence they were called, “ the king's 
ears,” and the king’s eyes.’* To thelc mcfTeiigers were 

t Diodorus Siculus, lib. viii* “ Zonar. Annal. lib. i. 

^ -ffilian. Hilt, Natur. lib. ii. cap. 3. 

(C) Sufa, called in Scrip- nus, and in the PciTian laii- 
tLire Shiifhan, was the metro- guage bore that name. It is 
poUs oi the province ot Sufia- alfo called Mcmnonla by He- 
na. ’ It was built on the banks rodotus, and others, from Its 
of t le river Eulreus, (calledby founder Memnon, The city 
Dan. el, Ulai) by Memnon, as was fheltercd by a high riJge 
fomeVay, the fon of Tithoniis, of mountains from the northern 
who j/as flail! by the Thefla- winds, which rendered it very 
liaiis{n the Trojan war. Stra- agreeable during tlin ^\'iiitcr ; 
bo aivi Paufanias compare the but in fummer, the heat was 
walls Sufa even with thofe fo parching, that the inhabi- 
of Bab) on. Cafliodorus tells tants were lorccd to cover their 
ns, upon Vvmrt authority wc houfes, as Sirabo writes, wirli 
know not, and therefore give earth two cubits decj), Sufa 
him no credit, that the walls of was, in ancienttimes, 
this citv were cemented with and magnificent city. Alex- 
gnlii. Polyclctus, as wc read aiider found in i" fitty t'aou- 
in Strabo, would make us be- fand talents of gold, belldes 
lleve, that it had no walls; jewels of an inellimable value, 
which is no lefs improbable, and an immenfc quainity of 
conliderlng the kings of Perlia gold and lilver vclfels. Ilere 
reiideJ there three months ot Ahufuerus kept his great leafl, 
the year, and that great part which halted one hundred and 
ot the rreafures were lodged in cighty-three days. It lies ivw 
it, as Dioilorus informs us. in ruins, and is known, as Ta- 
It was called Sufa, from the vernier informs us, by the 
man (lilies which grew in that name of Schoufler, or Suf- 
neigh\mrhoud, fays Stepha- ter(i). 

(t) Strabo, lib- xv. p. 500. Paufan. MefTen. cap. 31, 

•Diodor. sl.ul. lib. xvii. cap, 66. Herodot, lib. v, cap. 54. 
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fcnt from the moft remote provinces of the empire, whetr 
any thing happened worthy of the king’s knowlege ; and 
befides, they received immediate intelligence of any fud- 
den commotion by means of fires, which were always 
ready at fmall dlftances from each other, ^d lighted, 
when occafion required i Co that they cou^PlfrTme day, 
receive notice of any tnmult, rebellion, 'v^nnvafion, in' 
what' part foever it happened of that vaft empire. 

T/ie king's The king’s palace was deemed facred, and refpefted a? 

^ It was extremely magnificent, and furnifhed 

f utenfils of ineftimable value. The walls and roofs 

of the rooms were all covered witb ivory, filver, amber, 
or gold. The throne was of pure gold, fupported by 
four pillars, richly fet with precious ftones. 'fhe king’s^ 
bed was likewife of gold ; and Herodotus r mentions a 
plane-tree and vine of gold, prefented to Darius by Py- 
thius, a Lydian, w^ho, after the king of Perfia, was ac- 
counted the richeft man in the world (D). The body 
and branches of this vine, fays Athenaeus were enriched 
with jewels of great value 5 and the clufters of grapes 
were all precious ftones, which hung over the kiiig^s- 
head as he fat upon the throne. At his bed’s head fllod 
always a cheft or coffer, containing five thoufand tairfnts, 
which was called the king’s bolfter, and another d. his 
feet, with three thoufand talents*. Adjoining. ta the 
king’s palace were large gardens and parks, flocked Ivith 
all forts of game for his diverCon. i'ully tells uS|^rDm 
Xenophon, that Cyrus planted and cultivated oneVr thefe 
delicious gardens with his own hand. AlexasJrf^nriched 
them with trees and plants out of Greece. The Perfian 
kings drank no other water but that of the river Choaf- 
pes, which was carried about with them in filver veffels> 

r Herodqt. lib. vii. cap. 17. * Athen, lib. xii. Vida Bu- 

dxum de ACT. lib. iv. * Budjcus, ubi fupra. 

(D) Pythius, if we believe 
Herodotus, entertained, at Coe- 
lene in Phiygia, Xerxes and 
2II hU army, as he was march- 
ing againfi Greece ; and more- 
over O&red him, towards the 
charges of the war, two thou- 
(and talents of filver, and three 
millions nine hundred ninety- 
three thoufand pieces of gold. 


all bearing the (lamp of his fa- 
ther Darius. Xerxes, with no 
lefs generofity, not only refufed 
the ireafures offered him, but 
ordered feven thoufand Darinn 
pieces, or Darics, to be given 
to Pythius, as a reward of his 
affedion and good-will / nor 
did he leave Coelenynll the 
fum was paid. ^ ^ 

whither 
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J^'hlther focver they went** (E). They drank only Caly- 
bonian w-ine, made at Damafcus in Syria ; and touched 
no bread but what was of the wheat of AfTos in Phrygia \ 
aiid their fait was brought from Egypt. The magnificence 
of their^ubhf feafts exceeded what w'c read of in the hif- 
tories of uititr iTations. Their table was daily ferved with 
fomewKat of 4 lie.prodii£i of each nation fubjeft to them ^ 
Among the prifoners taken by Parmenio at Damafcus, 
were, as Athenaeus informs us two hundred and feventy- 
feven cooks 5 twenty-nine, who took care of the diflies; 
feventeen, who miniftered water; feventy, who had in 
charge the wine 5 forty employed about ointments ; and 
fixty-fix, whofe province it was to prepare garlands, ufed, 
according to the cuftom of thofe times, in banquets. 
During the repaft, their ears were feafted with the har- 
mony both of vocal and inftrumental mafic ; and three 
hundred women, of the fweeteft and moft melodious 
voicesj were in conftant attendance, to divert the king in 
his hours of relaxation. It was likewife their province to 
lull him afleep with the melody and variety of their notes, 
and recreate his mind as foon as he awaked in the morii- 
ingK Moft of the Perfian kings were fo diflblved in plea- 
fure^., that they fcarce minded any thing but gratifying their 
fcnfi al appetites. Xerxes was not afhamed to propofe, by a 
public edieft, an ample reward to any one, who ftiould 
devi.fe a new pleafu^e^ The king feldom admitted others 
to hiV table, bcfides his wife and mother. Such as re- 
ceived /ibis honour were fo placed, as not to fee, but only 
to be feeh^V^fc..the king; for they thought it was, in fome 
meafure, a degradation of their niajefty to appc:ir fubjedt 
to the fame necefiities with other mortals. This defire 
of appearing above the level of other men, was the mo- 
tive that confined them within their palaces, and fcarce 
ever fuffered them to appear abroad. Tully fays k, the 
revenues of whole provinces were employed on the attire 
of fome of their favourite concubines, one city being 

b Heiodor. lib. i. cap. i?8 c Afhen. lib, viii. i Vide 

Atlien lib. xii. cjjcmlbid. [ Cic Tufe. Yalcr. 

Maxim. lib ix. cap. 1. C Cic. in Ver. ad'f. v. 

(E) Herodotus tells, us that Sufa; Pliny and other writera 
the Choafpes walhcd the walls place the city of Sufn on the 
ofSWa, and that the Perfian banks of rhe EuIsub; and all 
kings'^rank no orher water; the interpreters take the river 
whenceiis manifeft, that the Ulai, mentioned by Daniel, to 
, ChoafpeAnd Eulatus arc one be the EuIkub. 
and tbc fame fiver, at leall it 
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obliged to fupply them with ornaments for the hair, an^ 
other for their necks, &c. Nay, Socrates ** mentions an 
ambadador, who, being fent into Perfia, fpent a whole day 
in travelling through a country, which was called the 
Qjieeh’s Girdle j and another day, before he rea9jied the 
borders of a territory ftyled the (^leen’s Heafr"Drefs. 

The king’s children, more efpeeially tha^cldeft, were, 
prefently after their birth, committed to the care of eu- 
nuchs. At feven years old, they learned, -under expe- 
rienced inftruftors, to ride and hunt, which were looked 
upon as the molt manly exercifes. At the age of four- 
teen, they w^ere put under the difeipline of four learned 
preceptors, of whom one was to teach thepi prudence ; 
another, juftice •, the third, temperance-, and the fourth, 
fortitude h 

The king’s ordinary guard confided modly of Perfians. 
Curtins mentions a guard which attended the monarch’s 
perfon, confiding of fifteen thoufand men, who were 
called the King’s Relations. There was alfo a body of 
ten thoufand choice horfemcn, all Perfians, who accom- 
panied him in his expeditions, and were called im- 
mortal. His guards received no pay j but, were very plen- 
tifully provided with the necefiaries of life. I 

The ancient Perfians had a particular care of the edu- 
cation of their children abr)ve any other nation. A fon 
was not admitted to the prefence of his father; but' was 
brought up by women till he attained the age rf five 
years, led, if he fhould die before that time, his father 
might be too much grieved at his death, years 

old, the children of fuch as could afford it, were com- 
mitted to the tuition of learned maders, or magi, who 
carefully taught them, more by examples than precepts, 
the praftice of judice, patience, fobriety, abdinence, and 
all other virtues. They took great pains to implant in 
their breads an averfion to all manner of vice, efpecially 
to lying, and contracting debts. They learned alfo to 
ride, to flioot with bows, and fight on horfeback. This 
was their education till feventeen years of age, when the 
children of men of rank were admitted among the king’s 
guards, and attended him when he went a-huntingj and 
abroad in his warlike expeditions. They were brought 
up with fuch awful refpeCt to their parents, thatkhey 
never offered to fit down in their prefence. EverWather 

Socrat. in Plat Alcibiad. < Xenoph. lib./u cap. 

Bi ilTon. Folit. 

bad 
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liad power of life and death over his own children ; but 
was reftrained by the laws from exercifing fuch feverity 
for fmall faults, or for one crime only. 

The Perfians were anciently all trained up to military 
exercifjs, byt more efpecially to handle the bow, which 
they did Wfth great dexterity; whence it is, chat we find 
the bow of*vEiwn iT>«ijtioned by the prophet Jeremiah, 
and the quiver of Elam by Ifaiah, as the arms peculiar to 
this nation; A nujncrous ilfue was looked upon by them 
as the greaCeft blciTing which the gods could bellow ; 
and fuch as could Ihew a numerous offspring received 
early prefents from the king. They celebrated their 
birth-days with great pomp and magnificence, furnilhing 
their tables, on fuch occafions, in a very plentiful man- 
ner, though, at other times, they lived very fparingly, 
at leaft under their firfl: kings. In their diet they were 
\'ery temperate ; but were always inclined to drinking : 
they ufed even to debate the moft important matters over 
their cups ; but the mailer of the houfe, where they met 
to. confult, propofed the fame fubjedt the next day, before 
tb^y tailed any liquor, when the refoliuiotis taken the 
day before were approved or rejedled. When they met, 
they faluted with a kifs on the mouth, if they were 
equal ; on the cheek, if one was fomewhat inferior to the 
other; but thofe who were of a much lower rank, ufed to 
proftrate'themfelves on the ground, when they met or 
accolted their fuperiors. They (hewed mod value for 
thofe that lived next to them, and very little to fuch as 
lived at iT gveat didance. No nation was ever more ready 
to adopt foreign cuftoms. They no fooner conquered the 
Medes, than they alTunicd their drefs. In war, they ufed 
the Egyptian armour, after they had fubdued that king- 
dom ; and imitated the Greeks, as foon as they became 
acquainted with them, in the word of vices. They were 
indulged with a plurality of wives, befidcs as many con- 
cubines as they were able to maintain ; thofe who had 
many children, being looked upon as heroes of as great 
prov/cfc as thofe who had didinguifhed thcmfelves in 
snilitary exploits. They bore fuch refpe^t to their pa- 
rents, that they thought it impoffible a man (hould ever 
put to death his father or mother; whence no piinini- 
m^nts were inflifled, by their laws, on fuch offenders: 
ann if any one was accufed of committing fo heinous a 
crimexhe was always declared by the judges fpOrious or 
fuppo^^lti‘ou5 If any perfon happened to be infefted 
with a leprofy, or any other didemper of that nature, he 
• F 3 waa 
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^as not permitted to flay within the city, nor to converfe 
with others, he having, as they imagined, drawn this 
punifhment upon himfelf, by committing fome offence 
againft the fun. All (Irangers, fubjecfl to this diftemper, 
were ejcpelled the country, Thefe cuftoms, anJ fome 
others relating to their funerals, of which' we'fhall fpeak 
in the next feftion, we have learjgfid fcpjpiHerodotus 
who tells us, that he can with certainty affirm them to 
be true. 

Their pU’ The mofl fevere punifhment in ufe among the Perfians, 
mjhments, was that of fhutting the offender up between two boats; 

which was done in the following manner : they made two 
boats on purpofe, fo equal, that one was neither broader 
nor longer than the other; then they laid him in one of 
them upon his back, and covered him with the other, 
his hands, feet, and head, being left uncovered, and ap» 
pearing through an opening made for that purpofe. In 
this pofture he was fupplied with vidluals and drink by the 
executioners, who even forced him, by thrufling fharp iron 
inftrumciUs into his eyes, to eat what was neceffary^to 
fupport life, left hefhould ftarve himfelf, and thereby put 
an end to his pain. On his face, that was placed full* in 
the fun, they poured honey, and thus invited the flies and 
wafps, which tormented him no lefs than the fwarms of 
worms that w^eie bred in his excrements, and devoured 
his body to the very entrails. Under fuch a complication 
of torments the unhappy offender fometimes lived many 
days. Plutarch tells us, that Mithridates, whom Arta.- 
xerxes condemned to this punifhment, for pjis^ending to 
have killed his brother Cyrus*, lived feventeen days in 
the utmoft agony; and that, the uppermoft boat being 
taken off at his death, they found his flefh all confum-^ 
ed, and fwarms of w^orms gnawdng his bovyels. Thofe 
convidled of high-treafon w^erc condemned to have the 
right hand and then the head ftruck ofl’; which fentence 
was, by order of Artaxerxes, executed even on the dead 
body of his brother Cyrus. But by the ancient laws of 
Perfia, the king was reilrained from putting any man to 
death for a fmgle crime; and befules, the judge was to 
examine narrowly into the adlions of the delinquent ; and 
if his faults were found to ovei ballg nce his former fer- 
vices, the king w^as allowed to puniffi him at pleafure^ if 
not, he was either pardoned or puniffied lefs feverely*", 

/ 

Herodot, lib. i, cap. 133, 140. * Plgtarcl^- in Vita 

^rrax^rxis, " Heiodot. lib. i. cap. J37* 
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Polfoners were prefled to death between two flones * 
which punifliment we find inflicted upon Gigis, a woman 
greatly favoured by Paryfatis, mother to Artaxerxes, for 
having confpired with her topoifon queen Statira 

Thj Perfians were, beyond any other people, jealous of 
their wives aird concubines. It was death to touch any 
of the fpeak to them, or even to come 

near them, or their carriages, as they travelled. They 
were allowed to marry their own fifters or daughters; thus 
we are told, that Artaxerxes married" two of his daugh- 
ters, Ameftris and Atofla, though he had promifed them 
to others. Minutlus Felix “ reproaches them with marry- 
ing, or criminally converfing with, their mothers^ and 
Eufebius quotes a faying of Bardefanes, which intimates, 
that they were indulged by law to marry their fiflers, 
daughters, and mothers. This inceftuous cuftom they 
obferved alfo in other countries, namely in Egypt, Phry- 
gia, and Galatia, as Eufebius witnefles, where they were 
on that account abhorred by the inhabitants, and nick- 
•nam£d MagufTx, or addifled to magic p.' They were the 
firft that introduced thofe animals called eunuchs, which 
Petronius Arbiter and Seneca", impute to their infati- 
able fenfuality. 

The firft that caufed gold and filvcr to be coined In Per- 
fia was Darius, the fon of Cyaxares, or, as he is called in 
Scripture*, Darius the Mede, the founder of the Medo- 
Perfian monarchy. In his reign were coined thofe fa- 
mous pieces of gold called Darics, which for many ages 
were prefeyrred, being of pure gold, to all other coins 
throughout the Eall,. They were ftamped on one fide 
with an aj*chei cloathed in a long xobc, and crowned with 
a fpiked crown, holding a baw in his left hand, and an 
arrow in his right; on the other fide was the effigies of 
Darius®. To thefe pieces alluded Agefilaus, when, find- 
ing himfeJf, obliged to quit Afia, in order to fupprefs the 
tumults which Artaxerxes had, by dint of gold, excited 
in Greece, he faid, that the king of Perfia had driven 
him out of his dominions with thirty thoufand archers. 
The Darics were of the fame weight and value as the At- 
tic ftater. Darius feems to have learned the art and ufe 
of money from the Lydians 5 for the Medes had no money 
before they conquered Lydia* ; whereas Creefus, king of 

n PJutarch. ubi fupra, • Arnob. contra Gentes. . P Eufeb. 
dePrajPi^vangel.lib.vi.cap. 8. qPetron. Arb.Satir. r Seneca 
ControvTr. iv, lib, x. • Plutarch, in Artaxer. * Herod, hb. 
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Lydia, had coined innumerable pieces of gold called Croc- 
fei. As it was not reafonable that the coin of Lydia fhould 
continue current after the downfal of the kingdom, we 
may fuppofe, chat Darius re-coined the Croefei with his 
own effigies, without altering their "w eight or value 
All thefe pieces of gold, that were afterwards coined, of 
the fame weight and value, by the furrecdirig kings, not 
only of the Perfian, but alfo of the Macedonian race, were 
called Darics, from this Darius, in whofe reign they were 
firft coined. 

There was, it feems, no great learning among the Per- 
fians, before the time of Zoroaftres, whom the Perfians 
call Zerduffit or Zaratulh, who isfuppofed to have flou- 
rifhed under Darius Hyllafpes, and was the greateft ma- 
thematician and philofopher of the age he lived in. The 
magi being inftrudled in mathematics, aftronomy, and 
natural philofophy, partly by him, and partly by Hyftaf- 
pCsS, the father of Darius, were reputed above all others, 
ikilJcd in thofe arts. 

'The poverty of the ancient Perfians, and their contemjit 
of riches, Ihew them to have been quite Grangers to trade 
and commerce, which are carried on with a profpedf ‘of 
gain. Before the conquefl of Lydia they had no money, 
nor any cloathing but Ikins. They ufed water for drink, 
and had neither wine, nor any other liquor but what their 
barren country produced, as appears from the excellent 
fpeech of Sandanis, to diflUadc Croeiiis from invading 
Perfia*. After they fubdued Lydia, and were mailers of 
fo many rich provinces, they probably .applied their 
minds to trade and navigation, to fupply thcmrelves with 
thofe commodities which their country wanted, and at 
the fame time to difpofe of thofe which they could eafily 
fpare. 

The Perfians inured thcmfelves to the tolls of M^ar y. 
They never partcil with their fwords, quivers, and Ixiws, 
even in time of peace, but w^hen they went to repnfe, and 
' they were then always ready at hand * ; which cnllum ihc 
Pomans, who never ufed any weapons but in the field, 
looked upon as unbecoming a civilized nation. As loon 
as ihcy were able to bear arms, they were obliged to enter 
themfeUes in the lift of fbldiersi but received no pay till 
the age of iw'cnty- In time of war, they were all bound, 
upon pain of death, except fuch as were difabled by age 


» SkiTfiac Newton’s Chronol. p. 310. * Herodw. r^ 

71. r Suabc, lib. Xf. * Ammian, Marcell. l>b, x*iii. 
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or othcrwifci to appear under ihcir refpcftivc ftandard«, 
and attend the king in his expeditions ■. They ufed no 
mercenaries in the time of Herodian nor maintained a 
Handing army, but were all obliged, when occahon re- 
quired, pto repair to their colours, returning to their ref- 
pe6l:ive homes when the war was at an end, without any 
other pay or*!y^mrf]j ■fchan their fhare of the plunder. 

In war they wore on the head a tiara, or head-piece, fo T/ieir ar* 
thick, that it was proof againft all kinds o( offcnfivc wca- mour and 
pons ; on the body, a coat oi mail, wrought in likenefs of 
fcales, and embellifhcd with fleeves of various colours ; 
their thighs were defended with cuifles ; their fhields or 
rather target'', were wicker *, their javelins Ihort; their bows 
of an uneomintjn length ; their arrows ol reeds : they wore 
fhort fwords, hpiiging from a belt on the right fide^, 

I'heir horfes were likewife covered wdth armour or thick 
hideSj as we read in Xenophon Curtius, and Ammianus 
Marcellinus. They were fure markfnien, and quicker 
than any other nation in difehargingj efpecially in their 
fligfit, a cultom peculiar to them and the Partliians. 

However, in tl.c time ot Procopius, their arrows did but 
little execution, a circumflance which he aferibes to the 
flacknefs of their bow ; whereas no Ihield nor armour was 
proof againll the Koman arrows*. The number of their 
dead they knew only when the campaign was at an end ; 
and in the following manner: before they took the field Manntrsf 
they pafled before the king, or commander in chief, each m^Jiering, 
man throwing an arrow into abalket. Thefe balkcts were 
fealed up with the royal fignet, till they returned from the 
campaign, when they palled multerin the fame manner, 
every one taking an arrow out of the fame balkcts. When 
they were all paired, the remaining arrows were counted, 
and from their amount they reckoned the number of their 
dead. This ancient ciillom continued even in the time 
of Procopiu'!. J hev wore, over iheir armour, great coats 
of purple; but the Ling’s was white, by which badge hr 
was known, and often aimed ar by the enemies ^ Among 
them it was difreputable to appear in public, but on horfe- 
back : on horfeback they tranfafted all their private an J 
public aiTairs, held their aficmblics. and vificcd their 
friends This cuHom, in procelk of time, began to de- 
generate into luxury, the Perfiana ftriving to outdo each 


> Herod, lib- iv. cap. ^ Herodian. lib . iii Ar 

c Herod: lib. vii. cap 6i Xenopli. lib vii. ^ Lib. viiiear* 

190. * Frocop. lib. i. de Bdl« Ferf cap. vt. f Herodot. 

is. Plut in Axtaacne. > Juftin* lib. xii. cap y 

* olhei 
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other in the richnefs of their caparifons, their very horfe», 
as Dionyfius expreffesit, champing the pureft gold. They 
fought not only on horfeback, but likewife from chariots 
drawn by four, fix, and fometimes eight horfcs. They 
were the firft, if we may believe Xenophon, that intro- 
duced the ufe of chariots armed with fcytbes. When they 
went on any expedition, their wj^ og^ and chil- 

dren followed^ the camp*'*, which cuftom was obferved 
among all the eaftern nations : the prefence of theirfamilies, 
they thought, infpired them with extraordinary courage. 
Their provifions and baggage were carried on camels, the 
foldiers being encumbered with no other burthen than 
their arms*. Herodotus defcribes the march of Xerxes’s 
army thus ^ : the baggtige carried by fervants on hearts of 
burden, appeared in the front, and was followed by men 
of all nations, formed into a body, without diftintrtion ; 
between thefe and the reft: of the army was left an inter- 
val, that they might not mix with that part where the 
king was. Before him marched a tboufand horfemen, and 
the like number of fpearmen, with their fpears pointing 
downwards. After thefe came ten great horfes, bred in 
the plains of Media, called the Nifean plains, caparifon- 
ed with rich furniture, and confecrated to Jupiter. '1 he 
chariot of that god immediately followed, drawn by eight 
white horfes, the condud^or on Foot, holding the reins, no 
mortal being allowed to mount the feat. After Jupiter, 
appeared the king, in a chariot drawn by Nifean horfefi. 
A tboufand chofen fpearmen, all Perfians, marched next 
to the king, and were followed by another body of horfe, 
confirting of a tboufand chofen n)en of the fame nation. 
After the horfe, ten tboufand Perfian foot advanced, and 
of thefe one tboufand were armed with javelins, which, 
inrtcad of the common ornaments, were embellifhed with 
pomegranates of gold. The other nine tboufand had po-» 
megranates of filver. 1 he ten tboufand foot weie fol- 
lowed, at the diftance of two ftadia, by the reft of the 
forces, which advanced promifcuoufly. They computed 
the number of their forces in the following manjier : ten 
thoufand men weie crouded into as narrow a piece of 
ground as could poftibly contain them ; and, a kind 
of furrow being drawn round, they caufed the like 
number to enter the ground, and continued doing fo until 
the whole army was computed *. When they intended iq 
m.'ike war upon any nation, they fent heralds or ambafla- 
dors to demand of them earth and water; that is to com- 

Curt. lib. iii. cap. 8. »a. Xenoph. lib. iv. p. 76. 1 Herodot. 

lib. viii. cap. 57. ^ Idem, lib. vii. cap. 60. St feqi 1 Jd- ibid. 

mand 
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mandthem to fubmit, and aclinowlege the king of Per- 
fia as the fovercign lord of their country*". This manner 
of declaring war they borrowed of the INlcdes, as Plutarch 
informs us i and the JMedes leem to have imitated in this, 
as in m^ny other things, the AiTyrians, wlio, as appears 
from the book jadith, ufed in that manner to require 

an entire time of atlion, the king was aU rnd 

ways in the centre and ufed to encourage his men with a 
fpcech. The fignal was given by the loiind of trumpets, 
and followed by an univerfal Ihout of the whole army”. 

The watch-word was in ufe even among them ■, for, Xe- 
nophon, fpeaking of Cyrus, tells us, that his was “ Jupi- 
ter our leader and piotcQorP.” The royal banner was a 
fpread eagle of gold, carried on the point of a long fpear'^. 

They eltcemed thofe happy w'ho died in ihe field, and in- 
flicted examplary punifiiments on thofe w ho abamloncd 
their polls, or fled from their colours ^ They ufed no Itra- 
tagems, nor cared for any advantage, that were not ow- 
ing to their valour *, or, as Ammiaiiiis Marcellinus exprefles 
it, thought it unfair and bafe to Heal a viCtory. They 
never fought in the night, unicfs attacked by the enemy; 
nor marched before the rifing of the fun Duels or fingle 
combats were in ufe among them, as is plain from the 
jllories of Darius and Polydamas“. 

As to their laws, they are greatly commended by Xe- Thtirlawm 
nophon, who prefers them to thofe of any other nation 
whatfoever ^ ; and obferves, that other law-givers only ap- 
pointed punilhments for crimes committed, but did not 
take fufficient care to prevent men from committing them ; 
whereas the main defign of the Perlian laws was to in- 
fpire men with a love of virtue, and abhorrence of vice, 
fo as to avoid the one and purfue the other, without re- 
garding cither punifiiment or reward. i o attain this end 
parents were not allowed to give thtir children w^hat edu- 
cation thcypleafcd, but w'erc obliged co fend them to pub- 
lic fchools, where they were educated wlrli great care, 
and never rurfered, fill they had attained the age of feven- 
teen, to reiurn home to tlieir parents. 'I hcfc fchools were 
not trulled to tbe care of common mercenary mailers, but 
were governed by men of the firfl quality, and bell cha- 
rafler:^, who taught them, by their example, the pratflicc 

m Dlodor. Slcul. lib. ti \. Herod, lib. v. cap. 17. vi. 48, vii. 133. 

B Xenoph. lib. i. >» Curt. lih. iii. p Xenoph, Cyropird, 

lib. vii. p. 137. ** Idem, lib. vii. p. 136 Philoltrat, Iconum, hb. 

• ii. cap. 13. ^ Plutarch in Artax. Ainniian. Marcell. lib. xxiii, 

f Jullin. lib. xi. ' Curt, lil), v. cap. 11. 6 . ■ Pauf. in £liac, 

f Xenoph. Cyopxd. hb. i, 
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of all virtues ; for thefe feminaries were not defigned for 
learning Cciences, but praftifing virtue. The youths were 
allowed no other food but bread and creffes, no other 
drink but waters, at leaft from the age of feven to feven- 
teen. Thofe who had not been educated in thofcTchoolsi 
were excluded from all honours and preferments (N). 
There were particular laws againii^»«»4uidc ; and who- 
ever had done any one a good office, if he did not meet 
with a fuitable return, could bring an a£lion againd the 
ungrateful perfon, who, upon conviftion, was pvinifhed 
with great feverity When any individual went to give 
advice to the king, either of his own accord, or by the 
prince’s order, in propofmg his opinion, he ftood upon 
an ingot of gold, which be was rewarded with if his ad- 
vice proved wholfome ; if otherwife, he was publicly 
whipped ■- 

Before we clofc this fetflion we fhall add fome particu- 
lars relating to the Perfian kings, colleftcd from the beft 
authors. The kings of Perfia were, above all others, the 
mod arbitrary and abfolute, and looked upon their fub- 
jedls, however didinguifhed by birth or fortune, as the 
meantd of (laves. None, their own children not excepted, 
durd addrefs them with any other title than that of Lord, 
great king, king of kings which high-founding titles 
they feem to have borrowed from the Afiyrians -, for Da- 
niel in fpcaking to Nebuchadnezzar, gives him the title 
of “ king of kings,” As the Perfuns imitated, in this 
particular, the haugh.tmcfs of the Aflyrian?, fo did the 
Parthinns that of the I'crhans \ and coiuiiuied this dylc 
even to the time of the emperor ('nndnntius, to whom 
bapor, king of Parthia, WTOte himalf king of kings, 
allied to the dars, brother of the fun and moon.” But to 


y Zenoph. Cyrnpid. I'.h. 1. Juflin. lib. xli. Zenoph. ibid. 


Ainmian. Mai Ltil. iib iii. cap. 5. 
Var. Hii!. lib xii. cap. 62. 
yAirian, lib. vi. Suatij, lib. xv. 
^ PIvtarcli in I‘oinp. eSc Lucullo. 

(N) Thefe fchnols the Per- 
fians called Liberal Matkers j 
for they aUnwed no place for 
buying and lelllng, as appears 
from Cyrus’s nnhver to the 
Lacedemonians, that he was 
not afraid of thofe who, in 
the midd of their cities, have 
li place of public refurc, where 


Tbemiit. iii. ■'‘/Elian, 
i’ D'o Ll’ I ) r. Oi at. iii. de 1 rgno. 
E/ra vii ja. ^ Dan. ii. 37. 

they cheat on<e another by mu- 
tual oaths : which words, adds 
Herodotus, were levelled at 
all the Greeks, who, in e\ery 
city, had fome public place 
for buying and felling ; whereas 
the Perlians allow of no fuch 
places, nor any place at all of 
public rcforc. 


return 
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return to the Perfian kings : as they affumed high titles to 
themfelves, fo they beftowcd no other on their fubjefts, 
by what dignity foever diftinguiflied, but that of Daves *, 
and treated them as fuch, not in M^ords only, but in all 
other re/peQs. To this Davifh fpirit, which is altogether 
inconfillent with true courage, Plato afcribes the downfal 
of the Perfian F»u^^7Jr^by ^ This fpirit of flavery prevailed The great 
to fuch a degree among the Perfraiis, that even thofe who refpe^paid 
were, by the king’s order, publickly fcourged, ufed to re- *^thiPtr* 
turn him thanks for vouchfafing to remember them. 

"Whoever betrayed the lead relu£lance to put in execution 
the king's comniaiitl, however difficult, was fure to 
forfeit his head and right arm. The cuftom of adoring 
their kings^ and putting them on the fame level with 
the gods, is, by Judin, imputed to Cyrus the Great. 

None durd appear before the king without prodrating 
themfelves on the ground-, nay, they were all obliged, at 
what didarice foever the king appeared, to pay him that 
adoration j nor did they exadl it only from their own vaf- 
fals, but iilfo of foreign miniders and ambaD'adors ; the 
captain of the guard being charged to cnejuire of thofe who 
allied admitt.'.iice to the king, whether they were ready to 
adore him. If they refiif.^d to comply with that rerc- 
rnony, they were told, that the king’s cars was open to 
fuch only as were willing to pay him that homage ; fo 
that they were forced to tran^'aft the bidinefs tin y were 
charged with by means of the king’s fervatits nr eunuchs. 

Nor did thtir pride and ambition Itop here ; they foine- 
times ordered the fame icverencc to he paid to thvir 
favourites, as appears from the hif’^iry td’ Jfaman and 
Mordecai; nay, even to their datues ainl imaj^rs ; for 
Philodratus acquaints us, that, in tli'* rime of ,\pr)JJonius, 
a golden datue of the king was expofod to all thofe that 
entered Babylon, and that fuch only as adored it were 
admitted wuthin the gates. When they appeared before 
the king, their common falutation tvas, Jdv^- for ever ; 
kt the king live for ever.” To fit in the king’s cliair or 
throi.e, to wear any part of the apparel which he had 
ufed, to look into the litter wherein his concubines were 
conveyed fnan their habitation to the palace, to dioot in 
hunting, ur drike at the game before the king, were a)l 
capital crimes*, buch as betrayed any fccret, which 

E Zenoph. lib. i. Q. Curt. lib. v. ^ Plato, jib. iii. de 

Lfgihus, I DioO. Sicul lil). xvii. Val. Maxim. Jib. v. cap. 

• 1 6. Curt. lib. vid. Frontin. Stratag. cap. vi. Plutarcb in 
Ailaxcrxe fii Thcmiflocle, 
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they had been trufted with by the king, or gave ihtelUgerrco 
to the enemies of his defigns, were punifhed with great 
feverity^ whence Alexander, as his hiftorian tells us*^, 
could never have any notice before-hand, of their deCgns, 
the captives chufing rather to fuffer death tha^ betray 
the defigns of their prince. Noperfon was permitted to 
appear before the king without a which cuftom 

prevails among the orientals to this day. When he went 
on his progrefs, or marched out with his ^rmy, all the 
inhabitants of the countries or provinces, through which 
he pafled, were obliged to declare their vaflalage by fome 
prefent ; even the inhabitants of the villages and fields 
flocked to him with their donatives, fome offering Iheep, 
oxen, corn, or wine, others bringing milk, cheefe, dates, 
&c, every one according to his ability ^ [S). 

Howthey The Perfian kings frequently heard caufes both civil 
and criminal; and, though tranfcendently vicious in other 
refpefts, were, neverthelefs, very tender in point ofjuf- 
tice and equity. After hearing the merits of the caufe 
with great attention, they took feveral days to confider 
and advife with fuch as were converfant in their laws, 
before they gave fentence When they fat on life and 
death, they not only confidered the crime of which the 
delinquent vvas impeached, but all the aftions, whether 
good or bad, of his whole life ; and condemned, or cleared 
him, according as his crimes or deferts prevailed ^ Their 
I humanity<^nd good nature even towards thofe who, ac- 
cording to the laws, deferved death, is very remarkable. 
Thus Artaxerxes Longimanus ordered, that the turbans of 
the condemned perfons fhouldbe ftruck offinftead of their 
heads ; that the firings with which they tied them fhould 
be cut, inftead of their ears 5 and their garments fcourged 
inftead of their perfons”. Befide the king there were 
feveral judges, all men of nnblcmiflied characlers, and 
well (killed in the laws of the kingdom. Thefe were 

^ Cioint. Curtius, lib. iv. l .ffilian. Var. Hift. lib. i. cap, 

31, 33. ^ Philgftrat lib. i. de Vita Apollon. Epbiphan. 

lib. li, cap. de Manichsis, 1 Jofeph. Ant. lib. xi. cap. 3, 

Herodot. lib, i, cap., 1 37,^ m Plutarch, in Arr«xerxe & Apoph- 

thegm* Ammian. Marc^« Ub. xxx. 

(S) We read in Plutanch and -with, ran to the river, and 
.Mian of one Sineta, a Perfian, filling both his bands with wa- 
who, meeting by chance Arta- ter, made an offering of that 
sertes, at a great diflance from to the king, which was by hitn 
bis pw cottage, and having gtii^hily received* 

BOthing elfe to prefent him ' ' 
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called royal judges, adminiftered juftice at ftatcd times 
in different provinces ; and fome of them attended the 
king whitherfoever he went The king often advifed 
with them, and, in matters concerning himfelf, referred 
the whole to their judgment They were nominated 
by the nfonarch, who, as that employment was for life, 
took great o^re ^o prefer only fuch as were famed for 
their integrity (U). ^ 

The Peifivi kings hadfeveral wives, befides what num- TJUir 
ber of concubines they pleafed to entertain. Darius tubiuesm 
maintained as many as the days of the yearP : Artaxerxes 
had by his concubines a hundred and fifteen children*’. 

The concubines were introduced to the king each in their 
turn : whence fome have concluded, that the ancient 
Perfian year confifted of three hundred and fixty days, 
feeing that feveral of the Perfian monarchs had the like 
number of concubines, who went to their kings in con- 
ftant courfes ^ 

We fhall end this feftion with fome account of their Their rt* 
revenues. Each province had its peculiar treafure and wfiueu 
treafurer, as is plain from all the ancient writers both 
facred and profane; and from the great fums which Alex- 
ander found in feveral particular provinces or cities, we 
may judge of the immenfe treafures they poffeffed. In 
the city of Damafeus he found two thoufand fix hundred 
talents, and filver uncoined to the value of five hundred 
more ; in Arbela, four thoufand talents ; in Sufa, forty 
thoufand, and nine thoufand Darics ; in Perfepolis a hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand ; in Pafargada, fix thoufand; 
in Ecbatan, a hundred and eighty thoufand Thefe im- 
meiife fums arofe from the tributes which each province 
was yearly obliged to pay, according to the alTeffment of 

n JEW^n. Var. Hift. lib. i- cap. 34. ® Herodot. lib. iii. PDiod. 

Sic. lib. x^ii. q Juftin. lib, X. ^ Whifton’s Theory of 

the Earth, lib. ii. p. 149. ■ Vide Curt. lib. v, Diodor. Sic. 

lib. xviii. Arrian, lib. iii. capti6. Plutarch, in Alexandr. 

(U) Artaxerxee ralfed one received a bribe, caufed him, 
to that dignity, as iElian in- upon 'convidtion, to be flayed 
forms us, who ^’as not a Per- alive ; and having covered the 
fian, but a Mede, by birth, feat, on which he pronounced 
for having condemned his own fentence, with his Ikin, ap- 
fon to death, according to the pointed his fon in his room, 
power which parents had, in ordering him to fit in the fame 
thofe days, over their children, chair when he prondunced fen- 
And Cambyfel, being inform- tence. 

’ cd that one of his judges had 
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Darius Hyftafpes 5 for, during the reigns of Cyrus and his 
fon Cambyfcs, no tributes were impofed, the people vo- 
luntarily contributing, for the maintenance of the king 
and his army, what they thought fit. From the impofing 
of thefe taxes, and other things of the like napire, the 
Perfians gave Darius the nick-name of Merchant. The 
fum total of the king’s revenues, acoaoling te» the compu- 
tation of Herodotus S amounted to fourteen thoufand five 
hundred and fixty Euboic talents, above fixteen millions 
fterling, befides other fmaller fums. Thefe revenues were 
gathered from the provinces of Afia only ; but, in procefs 
of time, the iflarlds of feveral provinces of Europe, with 
Egypt, Syria, &c. were likewife taxed ; which incrcafed 
the king’s revenues to fuch a degree, that, if we believe 
Juftin Alexander, after the conqueft of Perfia, received 
yearly from his fubjefts the fum of three hundred thbu- 
fand talents. The Perfian kings preferved their treafures 
in the following manner : they caufed the gold and filver 
to be melted down, and poured into earthen veflels, which 
they broke, when occafion required, and took fuch a 
quantity as feemed neceflary. The lands of the Perfians 
were freed from all taxes ■, but other provinces, befides 
money, were obliged ^to. contribute confiderably, each 
fomething of its proper produ6t, towards the maintenance 
of the king ; and, in the time of war, to that of his army. 
Thus the provinces of Cyrene and Barca, wer^,_ befides 
the ordinary taxes, alTeffed at fuch a quantity of corn as 
was fufficient to fupply a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men ; the fatrapae of Babylon maintained the king and his 
court for four months, and moreover paid him a yearly 
tribute of five hundred young eunuchs \ the Ethiopians 
and adjoining people made a prefent, every third year, of 
two choenixes (X) of gold, two hundred bundles of ebony, 
five Ethiopian children, and twenty elephants teeth, of 
the largeft fize ; the Colchians, or Colchi, presented the 
king, every fifth year, with a hundred boys, and the like 
number of young women : the Arabians with a quantity 
of frankincenfe, anfwering the weight of a thoufand 
talents'^. But it is now time to difmifs this fubjeft, aJeti 
CQlTie to the moft entertaining and important point of the 
Pprfi,an hiftory, their worftiip and religious ceremonies. 

< Her<odpr« lib. iii. cap. 95, 96. ■ Juftin. lib. xiii- ^ He- 

todot. ibidtt Strabot iibtxv. Zenoph. lib. iv. in p. z6i. 

(X) Chceoix was a Greek MiMity of wheat as ferved a 
meafiq'e, containing fuch a day. 
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*» 

Of the Religion of the Perfians, 

rpHERE^ is hardly any fubj eft which hath employed 
^ the pen?of auihors, ancient or modern, that deferves 
to be treated with greater accuracy, or to be read with tht difficui- 
more attention than this, which we arc now about to dif- ties 
cufs. The religion of the Perfians, if we may credit the 
moft learned and induftrious writers *, is venerable from ^ ® 

its antiquity, and worthy of admiration, from its having 
fubfifted now fome thouland years, in as great or greater 
purity, than any other religion known to us at this day. 

But the accounts, which are ftill extant, of the religion 
of the ancient Perfians, are far from correfponding ex- 
aftly and the deferiptions, which modern travellers have 
given us of thofe, who pTofefs this religion in Perfia and 
India, even in our time, differ fo widely, though not in- 
deed in eflential articles, that it requires no fmall degree 
of patience to feparate the ore from the drofs ; and to pre- 
fent the reader with what is worthy of being known and 
believed, among rtumberlefs fables and mifreprefentations. 

If we had ftill any coUeftion of the ancient Perfian 
records, we fliould find in them what would fatisfy us as 
to the primitive doflrines of their wife men 5 but, as thefe 
are moft of them cither long fince deftroyed, or at leaft 
hidden from us, we muft be content to follow fuch lights 
as yet remain (Y). This is certain, that the Perfians have 

preferved 

X VideHift. Relig. Vet. Perfarura, per Tho, Hyde, 4to, Oxon. 

1700, The Religion of the Perfees, by Henry Lord, 410, Lon- 
don, 1630. Relation dc I’Etat prefent dc Perfe, par Sanfon, Paris, 

1695. Hift, of Chaldaic Philofophy, by Tho. Stanley, book ii. 
p. 67, London, folio, i66a, Philof. General, mf Tbeoph. Ga- 
Iseuni, lib. i- cap. 5. 8vo, London, 1676. Connexion of the 
Hiftory of the Old and New Teftanient, by dean Prideaux, vol. i. 
p. 299. Bvo, London, 1729. Herbert’s, Della Valle’s, Tavcrnicr'i 
Travels, &c. 

(Y) On the whole, we have but it is our happinels to fol- 
thought it necelTary to perufe, low a more capable guide than 
and Qiall, on occafion, make any of thefe, the very learned . 
ufe of whatever is related by and judicious Dr. Thorpas 
Herbert, Ovingcon, Tavernier^ Hyde, who, from the mighty 
Thevenot, Chardin, or other, ftores of various learning which 
travellers, concerning the Per- he poffefled, as well as from 
their tenets and cuftonw; the curious obfervadow he 
Moi, IV. O . hi 
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preferved tlie worfliip of one God, and other eflentiaf ar-^ 
tides of true religion 5^, through a long courfe of year 9 > 
without fufFcring themfelves to be feduced, by fraud,, 
or fubmitting through force, to any new faith, though: 
they have fo often changed their mafters ; a circumftance 
very fingular, and in fome fort commendable, if'Hve con- 
Cder how much they have been deprefled iince the death ot 
Yefdegherd, the laft king of their own religion, and the 
opprobrious treatment they have met with from the Ma- 
hommedans, ^ho are wont to call them, and Chriftians,, 
with like contempt, infidels ; though the principles of 
the former, as well as the latter, are far more reafonable 
than the 111 connefted legends of the Arabian impoftor y 
and though the modern Perfians (taking that proper name 
in a religious, not a civil fenfe) are unanimoufly acknow- 
leged to be as honeft, as charitable, and inoffenfive people 
as any upon earth (Z). 


r Hift. Relig. veter. Perfar- cap. 33. ConD.e£tion of the Old 
and New Teltamenl. 


in his travels had made, com- 
pofed his valuable Hiilory of 
the Religion of the ancient 
Perfians, wherein every thing 
he lays down is fupported by 
ancient monuments, or by the 
exprefs authority of that law, 
which this people profefled tp 
have received from Zerduflit, 
a compendium of whofe writ- 
ings, contained in the book 
Sad-der, the Enchiridion of 
the jmpdern Perfees, is annex- 
ed to the doi^ior’s treatlfe ( i). 

(Z) We lhall here fet down 
the 'five precepts, which thefe 
Perfians acknowlege as the 
rule of life, which every be- 
hedin, or layman, is bound to 
obey, as they are reported by 
Mr. Lord. 

I, To have fliame ever 
with them, as a remedy againft 


all fin : for a man would never 
opprefs his inferiors, if he had 
any Ihame ; a man would never 
Heal, if he had any lhame ; a 
man would never bear falft 
witnefs, if he had any lhame ; 
a man would never be over- 
come with drink,, if he had 
any lhame. But, becaufe this' 
is laid afide, men are ready to 
commit any of thefe crimes 
and therefore, the behedin, or 
layman, muft think of lhame. 

11. To have fear always 
prefent with them ; and that 
every time the eye tyvinkled, 
or clofed its lids together, they 
Ihguld Hand in fear at thofe 
times of their prayers, left 
they Ihould not go to heaven ; 
the thought of which Ihould 
make thekn fear to commit fm, 
for that God fees what mannef 


(1) Vide Magorum Liber Sad-der 2 oroAftris Prieccpia & Ca- 
nonesContinensi in Ufum Eccl^lis Magorum, at fideiium eorunL 
•fnmuml* ^ □ 
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^ We have already taken it for granted, that the original Origin of 
inhabitants of Perfia defcended from Elam, the fon of 
Sherti : and from thefe two patriarchs it is mod probable 
they derived the true religion, which at firft flourifhed 
among them with the utmoft purity; but,' in procefs of 
time, was corrupted by an intermixture of fuperftitious 
rites, and heretical opinions, at fuch time as the reft of the 
oriental nations were overfpread with that deluge of falfe 
religion, which generally goes under the name of Zabiifmk 
From this it is affirmed, by fome ancient Authors, they were The Perfi- 
thoroughly recovered by the patriarch Abraham, who, ans preUnd 
they fay, undertook the reformation of their religion ; and derive 
having freed it as well from the pernicious doiStrines 
they had imbibed, as from the fuperfluous ceremonies they 
had adopted, left it them once more in its pure and pri- 
mitive condition and fimplicity, wherein he tranfmitted it 
to his own defcendents But if this were fo, they were 
afecond time corrupted, and engaged, if not in Tdolatrous 

E raflices, yet in fuperftitious a£ls of reverence to the 
eavenly bodies, and in pradlices inconfiftent with the 
true faith. 

However, the fplendor of their religion might be dar- T/iey riven 
kened by thefe fpots, yet it was never fo far obfcured as . 

to admit any degree of comparifon between it and the firvin 
worftiip of the neighbouring nations (excepting the Jews); of one God. 
for the Perfians continued zealous adorers of one all-wife 
and omnipotent God, whom they held to be infinite and 
omniprefent ; fo that they could not bear, that he ffiould 

2 Hift. Relig. vet. Perfar. cap. a, & 3. Connexion of the Old 
and New Teflament, vol. i. part i. p, Z5. 8vo. 

of ones they are, that look up them in mind of their thankf* 
towards him. givings tp God, that had given 

“ III. That whenfoevcr fuch good things for men’s 
they are to do any thing, to fervlce and ufe. 
think whether the thing be “ V, That whenfoever they 
good or bad that they go about, pray by day, they lliould turn 
whether commanded or for- their races towards the fun ; 
bidden in the Zundavadaw ; if and whenfoever they prsyed 
prohibited, they *m Lift not do by night, they fliould incline 
it, if allowed by the Book of towards the moon : for that 
Religion, they may embrace they arc the two great lights 
and prolecute the fame. ofheaveny and God’s cwowit- 

“ IV. That whatfoever of neffes, moll: contrary to Lu- 
God’s creatures they fliould clfer, who Jov^^th darknefs 
^rft behold in the morning, morn than light,” ’ 
it Ihould be a monitor to put 
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‘ be reprefented by either molten or graven images \ or thjrt 
the Creator and Lord of the univerfe fhould be clrcum- 
feribed within the narrow bounds of temples ■*. On this 
account they overturned the ftatues, and places of public 
worfhip among the Greeks, as unworthy of the Deity, 
and not, as they have been falfely charge^ by <hef Greeks;, 
from any facrilegious contempt of the gods of^ other coun- 
tries. In the decline, indeed, of the ancient Perdan em- 
pire, the worfliip of Venus was introduced by one of 
their princes ; but, it was condemned by the magi who 
remained firm to this great article of their faith, There 
is one God and took care to tranfmit it rcligioufly to 
their pofterity. 

in account objeftioii to which the ancient and modern 

)fthe na- Perfians have rendered themfclves liable, flows from the 
\urtofthat refpeft they have conftantly paid to fire, and to the fun: 
^tfpeSl yet if this matter be ferioully and impartially confidered, 
ihem^to^jire found, that there is nothing of idolatry in this 

undthejutt. refpe£l: of theirs, but that they only worfhip God in the fire,, 
and not fire as a god. That they fhould have an extraor- 
dinary veneration for the element of fire, and make choice 
rather of it, than of any of the reft, to be fymbol of the 
Divine Nature, will appear lefs extraordinary, if we con- 
fider that a never-dying fire was kept on the altars of 
buint-offerings at Jerufalem; that God revealed himfelf 
to Mofes by a flame in a bufh *, and chofe to teftify.hia 
prefence, in the hoft of Ifrael, by a pillar of fire, which 
went before them in the night, and which appeared only 
as a column of fmoke in the day. As to their veneration 
of the fun, it is founded on their belief, that he is the 
nobleft creature of the Almighty vifible to us, and thab 
his throne is placed there. Nor need we wonder either 
at the miftakes of ancient writers, or at the ftories told 
us byfome Mahoramedan authors on this head, fince it is 
very difficult for them to obtain a true knowlege of the re- 
ligious tenets and cuftoms of this people, becaufe they 
were forbidden by their legiflator Zoroafter, or Zerdufht, 
as appears from the book of Sad-der, to teach cither their 
ancient language, or its charafter to ftrangers, or to in- 
ftrudl them in their religion If any farther regard had 
been paid to the fun in ancient times, it would certainly 
have defeended with the other parts of their religion to 
the modern Perfians : hut that it never reached them, the 
learned and judicious Dr. Hyde aflures us ; for an inti- 

■ Herodof, Jlb.i. cap, ni, Rclig. Vet, Perfar. p- 

^ Idem, p. 5. ^ ' 
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mate friend of his being by him requefted to enquire con- 
- ceming the worfhip of Mithra (fo the Perfians call the 
fun), he accordingly afked fome of the priefts of the Per- 
fians, fettled in India, at what feafons, and with what ce- 
remoivieft they adored the fun. They anfwered, that they 
never ad^re^ the fun, or paid any fort of divine honours 
to that luminary, nor to the moon, nor to the planets ; 
but only turned themfelves towards the fun, when pray- 
ing, becaufe they looked upon it to come nearefl to the 
nature of fire. The fame excellent author obferves, that 
among the precepts of Zoroaftcr, Hs difciples are diredfed 
to pay daily to th-e fun certain niyafh, i. e. falutaiions^ 
confining only in words, and thofe too addrefifed to 
God, without any mention of prieftifh, i. e. worJl)ip^ by 
bowing of the body. Yet if any cuftom of this fort pre- 
vails, it ought not to be interpreted as a mark of idolatrous 
adoration; for the Perfian Mahommedans, who are 
zealous deteflcrs of that impiety, and the Armenians, 
who dwell in Perlia, arc wont to pray in like manner, the 
latter making the fign of the crofs, and bowing profoundly 
low at the fight of the rifing fun To fay the truth, ado- 
ration, ;Piat is, proftrating or bowing the body, was, even 
among tne Hebrews, a civil as well as religious rite; or, 
to fpeak more properly, the fame word, hilhtahhavaah, 
was ufed to exprefs this aft of reverence, when applied to 
God or man. An eminent rabbi fays, that this, as an aft 
devotion, was not to be performed out of the fanftuary, 
that is, out of the temple®: it is forbid, by the fecoiid 
commandment to be paid to idols ; but, as a civil rite, the 
Jews were at liberty thus to teftify their refpeft to angels, 
and to perfons of very high dignity. On the whole, there- 
fore, there can be no more reafon to fufpeft thofe Perfians 
of idolatry on this account, than any other of the oriental 
nations, fince the fun is no more than the kibla of the 
Perfians, as the temple of Jerufalem was to the Jews, and 
that of Mecca h to the Mahommedans, who in this re- 
fpeft are fo fcrupulous, that they have tables to determine 
the bearing of Mecca S from whatever place they are in. 

As to the notions which the Perfians have of the fun, Th Mi- 
they are not perfcftly agreed in them ; fome believing the qJ ihi 
throne of God placed there, and that it is the feat of 
paradife ; others entertaining a different opinion as to ^ 

paradife, but pray neverthclefs towards the fun as a fym- dtity \ 

► ^ Hid. Rclig. Vet. Perfar. p. 5, & 6. t larcbu Levit. 

xxvi. 1. ^ Hift, Reljg. vet. Perfar. p. 95. 
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bol of the Deity, on account of rts purity. It Is farther 
certain, that the Perfians never called MitUra a god, or 
afcrlbed to it any- name of the Divinity ; and fo far from 
dircdl^ing any petitions to him, they conilantly begin and 
end the ejaculations pronounced before the fun, the 
praifes of the mod high God, to whom alofie th^j^prayers 
a.ie addrefled As to the fire before whicK 'the Perfians 
worfltip, taking that word in an extended fenfe, they ac- 
knowlegfr nothing of divinity therein ; but adeeming it 
a fymbol of the Deity, they prodrate thcmfclves before 
it, and then, dandingj up, they pray to God, Thus, 
among the ruins of the ancient palace at Perfepolis there 
are feen many marble datues of kings danding praying 
to God before the figures of the fun and fire, which are 
alfo placed on the wall before them ; only one figure is 
feen kneeling, with the fame fymbols before it as the red. 
The Perfian kings, and principal perfons, were wont, 
fometimes, to feed the facred fires with precious oils, and 
rich aromatics, dyling thefe epuljc ignis, or fire-dainties^ \ 
but dill all things done to or by fire, were performed.to 
the honour of God, and terminated folely in him; at 
lead, if we may credit the concurring tedimonies of Per- 
fic writers yet remaining, and the condant afleverations of 
thofe who dill profefsthis religion. 

There is yet another point, in which the Perfians are 
to be vindicated, before we can leave the learned reader 
fatisfied, that they never were idolaters- They had amongd 
them, after the time of Zoroader's reformation of their re- 
ligion, certain caves^ adorned not only with figures of the 
fun, but of the planets, and other heavenly bodiesj which 
fymbolical reprefentations were called Mithriac figures, 
\vere afterwards introduced, into other nations, where they 
became objefts of idolatrous worfhip *, but they were far 
from being fo among the Perfians, who were a wife and 
well-rlndruftcd people ; for, with them, they ferved only 
as mathematical fymbols for preferving the true fydem of 
the univerfe, to which end, and no other, they were 
ufed, and perhaps invented by Zoroader himfelf, as we 
fliall hereafter have occafipn to prove, whtn we come to 
fpqak of the life, dojftrines, and writings, of that cele- 
brated fage ^ 

Thpi^gh fire was deemed the fymbql of thq Divinity a- 
mong thePerfians, yet the other elements w^jre alfo highly, 
honoured by them ; infomuch, that the Greeks, and other 

e Hift. Relig. vet. Perf, c^. |. ^ HydS: P; 
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foreigners, who knew not their rellglolis principle's, called 
^therii worfliippers of the elements; which was a flagrant' 
caliimny, fmee all the refpeft they paid theni» arofe from 
their** cp^ceivirig rherti to be the firll feeds of all things : 
wher^^^e they lliidiecl, by every method poflible, to pre- 
ferve e^^a.^f them in its primitive purity. On this'ac-' 
count, they prevented, as much as they could, the air 
from being infedted by ill fmells ; ahd, for their ofliciouf-' 
nefs on thi’s head, Herodotus, according to his ufual 
cuftom, reprefents them as believing the air a deity. 

They hold,” fays he, the whole expanfe to be Ju- 
piter That they might, in like manner, preferve the 
earth from impurities, they would not bury their dead 
there, but fuffered them to be devoured by birds and 
T^ild beads, that, finding a tomb in their bowels, they 
might not infedf the air.” In fine, the preferving all the 
elements pure, was by them efterhed an aft of high piety, 
and^as fuch, meriting fhe divinfc favour in this world, and ^ 
in me world to come; for in all things they'were great 
affefters of cleanlinefs, and ftudio-us, in an efpecial man- 
ner, of avoiding whatever might pollute them. Fire and 
water, however, were, ift ^ peculiar manner, the objedls of 
their care, becaufe they were the npioft liable to be con- 
taminated ; and hence -the (Greeks, miftaking the degree ot 
?reverence they paid them, declared them, without fcruple, 
worfliippers of thofe elements, and tell us formal dories 
-of the facrifices offered to them both. It is very true, 
that kings often do extravagant things, and fuch as are 
4:6ntrary to the civil and religious laws of the oountrieg ’ 
they govern ; fo that it is not impolfiblc, that fome of the 
Petfian princes might be guilty of what is laid to their 
charge ; hut it is not likely, becaufe the Perfians univer- 
fally held, that whoever wilfully polluted either fire or 
•water, deferved death in this world, and everlafting pu- 
tiifliment in that which was to come; and that whoever 
<threw the bones of dead creatures into waters, were cer- 
tainly damned. For thefe reafons, the magi, wherever Thepmrkj 
±hey were, tooTc care to have all the waters in their neigh- with • 
bourbood watAed, aflTignlng them keepers, whofc foie 
office it was, to look carefully to this matter, and to fee 
that no filth was thrown or dropped into them ; and for 
thi^ employment they had dated, and well fettled fala- 
^its : for, abhorring, as they did, to reprefent the Al- 

fc Hyde, cap. 3 . D'Herbelot, ai% Balkke. ^ro4ot. lib. L 
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mighty Lord of heaven and earth by artificial images of 
Aone or metal, they chofe to preferve fire and water in 
their utmoft purity, that they might ferve as fymbols of 
the divine Nature, and remind them of the infinite pu- 
rity of God. As they held the miniftration cf ^angels, 
fo they believed, that one of thefe celeftial guards^'^ ap- 
pointed to watch over the waters in general. ^Ims angel 
they called Ardifur, or Arduifur, for whom a particular 
niyaifh, or falutation was preferibed; the title of which, 
in their ancient books, runs thus, “ Hymn to Ardifur, 
for the benefits received from the fea, rivers, wells, and 
fountains.” In this hymn, they praifed him for taking 
care of all thoCe places, and prayed that he might con- 
tinue to do fo, returning God thanks for the various ufes 
made of water, and the mighty advantages refulting to 
mankind from his wife diftribution of it throughout the 
earth. They were of opinion, that, in paradife, fuch 
people were peculiarly blefled, as had been cautious of. de- 
filing water, and had, in this refpeft, preferved a refpefl: 
for that element, during their lives ; for which caufe, they 
recommended the care of this element, as well as fire, to 
their women, that is, their private fires, and the water 
ufed in their houfes : for it does not appear that they ever 
admitted women to minifter in religious matters, except 
in the myfteries of Venus ; which, a«, we obferved before,, 
was a herefy, and as fuch detefted by the orthodox ma- 
gi ans. Thi^ love to purity, and efpecial regard to water, 
may ftand fufiiciently juftified by the praftice of the Jews, 
and the precepts in their law for corporal purification, as 
well ashy the great advantage of preferving cleanlinefs in 
thofe hot climates; efpecially if we confider, that, in 
wafhing the hands, &c. and putting on the garments, they 
were bound to ufe folemn forms of prayer, as indeed there 
were fet ejaculations to be ufed in the moft ordinary ac- 
tions of human life *. 

With refpefl: to the ufe they made of fire in their na- 
tional religion, the priefts, who attended it, by no means 
deferved the appellation of ignarli facerdotes, i. e. fire- 
priefts \ fbr they were truly facerdotes Dei^ priefts of the 
j^mighty^ who, though like the Jewifh priefts, they waited 
on and took care to preferve the facred fire from being ex- 
tinguifhed, were far from making this their only duty ; 
for thefe* as well as thofe, read every day public prayers, 
and performed otJier facerdotal offices, as we fliall hereafter 

* Hyde, cap, 6, p, 137^ 
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defcribe more largely : yet fuch has been the hard fate of 
thofe people, that, becaufe their principles were not 
""Wi^own, and their ceremonies ill underftood, they have 
bceiw^anded with the name of atefh-pereft, i. t. 

dangerous a thing it is to carry to any ei- 
cefs e^i^iwnnotent ceremonies. They never confeffcd 
their finsto^any but to God, nor befought a remilTion of 
them from any but from him ; yet they inclined to per- 
form thefe public adls of devotion before the fymbol of 
the Deity, that is, before fire, or before the fun, as the 
witnefs of their aftions. In like manner, the Jews con- 
fefled their fins to God in the temple, the fire flaming on 
the altar near them ; fo that there was nothing of idolatry 
in this, though it might not be altogether free from fu- 
perftition. 

In the moft ancient times the Perfians had no temples Thtir/ym 
at all, but reared altars, whereon they preferved their fa- rta, or 
crecLfires, on the tops of mountains, and other folitary temflu, 
plafi 4 s®. It was Zoroafter who perfuaded them, for the 
fake of preferving thefe fires more conveniently, to ere£I 
over each a pyreum, or fire-^temple ; but this had no rela- 
tion to Mythra, or the fun^ towards whom they could 
better teftify their refpefl: in the open air : neither did it 
fubvert their ancient principles, that the Lord of the uni- 
verfe ought not to be cnclofed within walls *, for theif 
Pyrea did not circumferibe what they efteemed an ima^e 
or femblance of the Divinity, but only the fymbol of his 
purity, and, as it were, a fliadow of his nature. The 
overturning therefore of the Greek temples by Xerxes, 
was perfectly confiftent with their reverence for fire, and 
refpe£l for the fun. Of this, though many Greek and 
oriental writers were entirely ignorant, and were confe- 
quently prone to mifreprefent them, yet authors of great 
candour, and more extenfive knowlege have readily af- 
fented to it, and teftified, to the honour of the Perfians, 
that they worfiiipped only one God, without reprefenting 
him by any image or pifture whatfoever \ 

The Perfians, in early times, acknowleged one eternal ^hexr iu~ 
and omnipotent Being, the Creator and Prefervef of all tionj of 
things : him they called Yezad, Izad, or Izud ; alfo Or- 
muzd, Hormuz, or Hormizda : joining this with the * ^ ' 
modern name, they fay, Hormizda Choda, 0 Supreme God. 

They acknowleged alio' an evil-created being, whom they 

mHcrodot. lib. i. cap. 131, “ Sharhiftan, &c. apud Hyde, 
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ftjrled Ahariman, Ahr^man, or Alirlman, and, in verfe, 
Ahrimana'ny which fignifies among them, ihe devil* To 
(hew theit' debfiftatlon^ of this wicked being, his name 
the antient Pcrfian books,’ thhs written, 
to intimate, that, as he was the implacable, arfd pffrpetiial 
enemy of mankind, they maintained an eveVlaftJ»Y"^*^*^'^y 
againft him and all his worksk The modern Perfians call' 
the devil div “• 

Some have aflertedi that the ancient PerfianS held a cb- 
etertiity of thtrfb principles ■, but writers, better ac- 
quainted with the tnic tenets of this nation, agree, that 
Ahriritan was created out of darknefs, and that Ofbmaf- 
des firft fubfrftexl alone j that by him the light and dark- 
irefs were created j that in the compofition of this world, 
good and evil are mixed together, and fo lhall continue to 
the ehd of all things, when* each fliall be feparated and 
reduced to its own fphere. Plutarch, who was a very in* 

' genious and inquifitive man, hath given us a longacct^nh 
of the dofltines of Zoroafter, very conformable to w1iat 
has been already faid,- and agreeing perfeftly well with 
the rtligion of the ancient patriarchs, except in a few 
ftrokes of fable, either inferted by the miftake of the re* 
porter of that abfl:rat9:, or invented by Zerduflit, to ac- 
count for thofe things which '^'urpafs human underftand* 
ing Some have endeavoured to account for the origin 
of the prince of darknefs thus : Oromafdes, fay they, faid 
once within his mind; how fliall my power appear, if there 
be nothing to oppofe me? This refleiSfion called Ahri- 
Of God's man into being, who thence forward oppofed all the dc- 
figns of God; and thereby; in fpite of himfelf, contributes 
9rih7^vih the glory of God. TheTouls of men, according to 
them, were at firfl unbodied fpirits ; but the Almighty, 
refolvipg to make ufe of them in warring againft Ahri* 
man, cloathed them with flefli, promifing them that the 
light Ibould never forfakc them, until Ahriman and all his 
fervants were fubdued ; after w^hich the refurre£lion of the 
dead is to follow; with the reparation of the light from 
the darknefs, and the coming of the kingdom of peace. 
To fay the truth, the notions they have of "the beginning 
of all things, the ftate of our firft parents, the attempts 
made on them by the prince of darknefs, the laft judge- 
ment, the falvation of the good, and the punifliment of 
the bad, differ very little froni what is delivered to us in* 

n Hyde,' cai>. iir p. ti* • Plutarch de Ifidc & 
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Scripture on thcfe heads-, only they have a lom account 
of the war between God and the author of evil, which, 
fay, ended in a complete viftory gained over the lat*- 
ter^Ssq^ d his adherents, who were conftrained to furremicr 
at difcmfdffi that the Almighty did not annihilate his 
cnemihs^Jjecaiffe, without oppofition, his attributes could 
not have appeared with fuch luftre as they now do ; that 
the world had fubfifted three thoufand years before this dura^ 
decifive batfle, the whole of its duration being Axed to^ 
twelve thoufand : that, after this defeat, God, by holding 
up three fingers, gave the evil one leave to choofc whichi 
three thoufand years, of the nine thoufand yet to come, 
he would choofe to take, wherein to trouble and vex man- 
kind; whereupon he choofe the middlemoft. Before, fay 
they, this power was given to Ahriman, man lived in 
ftate of innocence; but, fince his fall, war and all other 
evils have been introduced ; thefe, however, fhall, in time 
paf^ away, and man live again, for a certain fpace, in 
peroe and glory. They place the day of judgement at 
the end of twelve thoufand years: and as to the damned, 
they affert, that they fhall be punilhed according to the 
heinoufnefs of their crimes, two angels being appointed 
to be the infpeftors of their fufferings. At laft, however, 
even thefe are to be pardoned; but, never to be admitted 
to the joys of the blelTed, but remain in a certain place by 
themfelves, and wear in their foreheads a black mark, ae 
a badge of that ftate, from whence, through the mercy of 
God they were freed p. 

The point on which the Perfians differ moft from us, Of itjen* 
is the manner of God^s creating the world, which, they 
fay, happened not in fix days, but in fix feafons, each 
feafon containing many days; the firft of thefe they Itylc 
Midvuzeram, containing forty-two days; in this, fay they, 
the heavens were created, with all things belonging to 
them: the fecond they fl-yle- Mid-Yufham, containing 
fixty days, wherein the waters were created : the third 
is by them named Pitifhahim, incluiling feventy-five 
days; in this the earth was made: the fourth they call- 
ed lyaferam, ‘ including thirty days, wherein were 
made the trees : the fifth goes under the name of Midi- 
Yarim, containing eighty days ^ in which all living crea-- 
tures received being ;j the laft they ftyle Hamefpitami- 
dim, compfchending- feventy^fivc days, wherein was made 
man 

p Hyde cap. 9. 
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*fheir etrt~ It is now time for us to fpeak of the religious rites and * 
moniiiand ceremonies of the Perfians, ancient and modern. Thty 
have a regular clergy, and are very zealous in affertine;^ft 
^ uninterrupted fucceffion of perfons inftrufted in thw^fa- 

cred myfteries, from the time of Zerduftit toT^tas^ay. 
Their ordinary priefts are obliged to live accordi«f^4o cer- 
tain rules, much more fevere than thofe given to the laity. 
Their high-priefts were under Hill ftrifter obligations; 
and all of them were bound to difeharge their facerdotal 
offices with mighty exaftnefs and devotion \ As to their 
public worfhip, it was, and is ftill thus performed: in 
every pyreum, or fire-temple, there flood an altar, on 
which burnt the facred fire, which was always kept alive 
by the prieft; when the people aflembled, in order to their 
devotions, the prieft put on a white habit and a mitre, with 
a gauze or cloth pafling before his mouth, that he might 
not breathe on the holy element : thus he read certain 
prayers out of the liturgy, which he held in one h#nd, 
fpeaking very foftly, and in a whifpering fort of tolie, 
holding in his/lefc band certain fmall twigs of a facred 
tree, which asfoon as the fervice was over he threw into 
the fire. At thefe times all who were prefent put up their 
prayers to God, for fuch things as they ftood in need of; 
and when prayers were finiiied, the prieft and people 
withdrew filently, and with all other tokens of awful ref- 
pedl* All thefe rites arc ftill obferved j but, to prevent, 
as far as poflible, the people from falling into idolatry, 
the prieft now informs them, when they are going from 
their devotions, of the reafons why they worfliip before 
the fire, and all the obligations they are under to treat it 
with reverence. This exhortation runs ufually in thefe 
words: Fcrafmuch as fire was delivered to Zerduftit by 

the Almighty, as the fymbol of his Majefty ; wherefore it 
was required, that we fhould efteem it holy, and refpe£l it 
as an emanation from the fountain of light ; and that we 
love all things which refemble it, efpecially the fun an4 
moon, the two great witnefl'es of God, the fight of which 
fliouki put us in mind of his omnifcience ; therefore let 
us, without fuperftition, keep the command given us, 
ever more praifing God for the great ufefulnefs of this 
element; and befceching him to make us always bear in 
mind the obligations we are under to do our duty towards 
him ; which is as neceflary to the health and happinefs of 

' Lord's Account of the Perfian Religion* 

the 
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the foul, as light and fire arc to the cafe and welfare of 
the body •(A)” 


Beauchamp's EtTays on Important Subjefli, left. iii. 


^ ( A'jjAmong the ancient ma- 
the 7 S.ir«re three degrees of 
priefts, ordinary prielh, over- 
feers of thefe, and an archi- 
magus, like* our archbifliop, 
or rather a metropolitan, who 
was acknowleged as the fuc- 
ceflor ofZoroaller, and deem- 
ed the’ fupreme head of their 
church. Thefe, in the old 
Perfian language, were ftyled 
mugh, i. e. magus; mubad, 
\,tJ'uperintendant; and mubad, 
muoadan, or hl^h prieft* Lord 
in lias Account of the Religion 
ofime Perlians, calls them by 
other names, viz. daroos, her- 
boods, and dillecoos ; the laft 
he makes equivalent to mu- 
bad mubadan, and fays, there 
is never more than one chief ^ 
of the clergy of the Perfees at * 
a time As to the duty of their 
priefts, the fame writer tells us, 
that it was comprifed in the 
eleven following rules, i. The 
obl’erving the rites preferibed 
in the liturgy of Zoroafter, be- 
caufc God is beft pleafed with 
that form of prayer which he 
has preferibed. 2. To keep 
his eyes from coveting what is 
another’s ; for God having gi- 
ven to every man what feems 
meet for him in his eyes, to 
defile that which is another’s, 
is nut only fl'.cvving a dilllkeof 
Gud’s providendb, but is like- 
4vife affronting him, by chal- 
lenging that for our due, which 
he hath denied us. 3. To have 
a care always to fpeak the 
truth ; for all truth cometh 
from God, all lies from the 
4levil ; all priefts therefore 


ftiould fpeak truth, becauie 
they are the fervants of the 
God of truth, and as fuch are 
credited in what they fay. 4. 
To keep clofe to his bufinefs, 
and not meddle with worldly 
matters; for it belongs to the 
layman to fee that the prleft 
wants for nothing that is ne- 
ceflary, and to the prieft not 
to defire any thing that is fu- 
perfluous. r. To get the book 
of the law by heart, that he 
may be always able to inftrudt 
the poor layman, and that he 
may fee juft caufe to reverence 
his prieft. 6. To keep himfelf 
pure and undefiled, becaufe God 
loves the pure and undefiledj 
and this way only one man caa 
excel another, 7. To be ready 
to forgive all injuries, ftiewlng 
himfelf a pattern of meeknefs, 
that he may be thought one 
come from God; for we of- 
fend God every day, yet he 
giveth us things that are good, 
though wc deferve that he 
fhould pour on us evil for evil. 
8. To teach the common peo- 
ple to pray according to the 
law; to go and pray with them 
for public benefits, when they 
defire it, and to perform con- 
ftantly the known duties of his 
funflion. 9. To give licence 
for marriage to join the man 
and woman together ; and to 
take care that parents do not 
marry their children without 
his approbation. 10. TofpeaiL 
the greateft part of his time in 
the temple, that he may be 
ready fSb ailift all who come to 
him, 'becaufe thereto God hath 
appointed 
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FiJIivaU, They keep yearly fix feftivals, each of five days conti- 
nuance, in memory of the fix feafons in which all things 
were created : after each of thefe feafts, they keep a faft- 
of five days, in memory of God’s refting five days; as th€y 
believe, at each of thefe feafons. As ofteo^as- eat 
either fleih, fowl, or fifh, they carry a fmall part‘bfMt to 
the temple, as an offering to God, befeeching Mti/that he 
would pardon them for taking away the lives of his crea- 
tures, in order to their fubfiftence. They h^ve none of 
tbofe whimfical notions relating to cleannefs or unclean- 
nefs in meats, which expofe fome religions to ridicule; 
but as they are a very complaifant as well as inoffen- 
five people, they abftain from fwine’s flefli, and the 
flefh of kine, that they may neither offend the Ma- 
bommedans, nor the Banians, among whom they are 
obliged to live : they eat alone, for the fake of purity 
and cleanlinefs ; they likewife drink every man out of his 
own cup 

Education When their children are initiated into their reli^on, 
childnn. they fend for a prieft; and this ftep is ufually taken'’ as 
foon as the child is born. The prieft calculates its nati- 
vity ; afterwards he afks what name is to be given it. This 
being agreed on by the father and its relations, the prieft 
teJleth it to its mother, who then fays, my child is 
called fo or fo ; with which the ceremony ends at that 
time. The child is afterwards carried to the pyreum, 
where the prieft firft pours fome water into the rind of a 
holy tree, and thence into the mouth of the child, befeech- 
ing God to cleanfe the tender infant from whatever feeds 
of corruption it may have received from its father, and 
from the impurities derived from the mother. At feven 
years of age the child is confirmed : the prieft teaches him 
fome prayers, and inftru£b him in the firft principles of 
religion. Thefe are repeated daily, until he is well ac- 
quainted with the articles of his faith : then he is per- 
mitted to pray for the firft time before the holy fire; after 
which prayer the prieft gives him water to drink, and a 
pomegranate leaf to chew; he caufes the lad to wafh his 
body with clean water; then puts on a linen caftbek next 
bis fkin, which defeends below his waift, and is girt with 

a Lord's Religion of the Perfi^ns, p, ^o. Hyde. Relig. vet. 
Fhpf cap. 29. 

^pointed birm ij. To be* thing, nor ^ takc^ apy thing 
lieve no other law tb^ dxaf from it, becaufc to this end 
given by Zerdufht; tQ no^ is wsf 
> a girdle 
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a girdle of earners hair, woven by the prieft^s Own band- 
After thefe ceremonies, the prieft bbffes him, bids him 
^ a true Perfee all the days of his life, to beware of fall- 
u>g^nto idolatry, or breaking any of the precepts given 
by (B). 

Oiaheir ma];riage8, we are told by a very Intelligent Marriage 
author) flitit they have five forts: firll, that of chi’^ 

u Lord’s Religion of the Perfeep, p* 45. Hyde Relig. vet, 

Perf, cap. 34.* 

(B) As to the high-pried, In all things. 7. He mud noi 
he, over and above the duties only be acquainted with the 
enjoined the prieltsin general, law, but with all the fciences ; 
is delired to obferve the fol- feeing he is to infiriud all others 
lowing thirteen precepts: i. ot his religion, clergy and laity. 

He mud take care not to pol- 8, He mud obferve low diet, 
lute himfclf in any manner, becaufe high eating, or ftrong 
becaufe God hath chofen him liquors, difturb the faculties of 
tobij holy. 2. In order to do the mind, and difeompofe that 
rhb^, he mud do all things for ferenlty of dirpofuion,, which 
hijnlelf, to preferve himfelf (hoold be always found in the 
from being contaminated by man of God. 9, He mult fear 
the uncleannefs of others; as only God, and hate nothing 
alfo to (hew his humility in fo but fin. ic. As he is fupremc 
high a dation. 3. He is to in all fpirltual caufes, he muft 
take the layman’s tythe, i, e. reprovefmnerswithoutanyre- 
the tenth of all that he has, but gard to their rank; and they 
not to his own ufej for he is mud hear him patiently, fince 
to confider himfelf as the al- he fpeaks not in his own caufe, 
moner of God, who makes ufe but God’s. 1 1. He mud above 
of him only to difpenfe to the all things dudy to didinguilh 
poor the tribute paid by the truth from error. 12. Though 
rich. 4. That this may .ap- in confequcnce of his high of- 
pear to be fairly done, he mud fice, he may, for his confola- 
avoid all pomp and fuperfluity, tion, receive vifions and other 
and, at the year’s end, mud manifeftations from God, yet 
give away the lad farthing, he is not to publiHi them ; for 
fince his revenue is fettled, and that would but confound the 
always paid with good will. 5. people, who are to adhere to 
His houfe mud be near the the written law, 13 He mud 
temple, and he mud give a preferve^ the ever-living fire, 
good example ttf his flock, by brought by Zcrduflit from 
flaying mi/ch at home, and by heaven, that it may endure 
giving himfelf up to prayer, through all ages, till the w'orld 
6. As in his public, fo in his (hall be deflroyed by that elc- 
private life, he mud be e^- ment(l), 
tremely frugal and temperate 

(i) Lord’s Religion of the Perfees, p. 36^ 
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in their minority ; fecondly, that of widowers with a 
fecond wife ; thirdly, of fuch perfons as marry by their 
bwn choice ; fourthly, the marriage of the deadj whiclr" 
is occafioned by an opinion they have entertained^^^diat 
married people ar^ peculiarly happy in the othefwprld, 
wherefore, when a ypung perfon dies in celibacy;' they 
hire one to be married to hini, or to her, whiciT cremony 
is performed a little after the burial ; the laft kind of mar- 
riage is where a perfon adopts either a fon or a daughter, 
and then gives hirn or her in marriage; which is alfo 
founded on a religious opinion, that all men ought to 
leave heirs behind them, either natural or adopted. As 
to the ceremonies made ufe of on this occafion, they are 
vety fingular, but, at the fame time, have nothing in 
them wild or irrational : the parties defigning to contraft 
matrimony are feated together on a bed, about midnight; 
oppofite to them (land two priefts, one for the man, the 
other for the woman, holding rice in their hands, to in- 
timate the fruitfulnefs they v/ifh the new married couple ; 
on each hand of the priefts ftand the relations of the 
bride and bridegroom. Things being in this fituation, the 
bridegroom’s prieft lays his fore-finger on the woman’s 
forehead, and fays, Wilt thou have this man to be thy 
wedded hufband The woman aflenting, her prieft lays 
his fore-finger on the man’s forehead, and alks the like 
queftion ; which being anfwered in the ’affirmative, the 
parties then join hands : the man promifes that he will 
provide her a fuitable maintainance ; the woman acknow- 
leges that all Ihe has is his ; the priefts then fcatter rice 
over them, wilhing that they may be fruitful, and be- 
feeching God, that they may have many fons and daugh- 
ters, that they may live in unity of mind, and arrive at a 
good old age, in poffeffiom of all the joys of wedlock. 
The ceremony being performed, the woman's parents pay 
the dowry, and a feaft of eight days is kept in honour of 
the marriage 

As to their burials, two things are remarkable ; firft, 
the place ; fecondly the manner. Firft, as to the place, 
they have a round tower erefted, on thee top of which 
the bodies of the dead are laid, to be devoured by the 
fowls of t)^ air : fome affirm, that they have feparate 
towers for the good and for the bad ; others allege that 
men, w^omen, and children, are placed on feveral towers. 
The rcafon of thus expofing them wc have elfewherc given, 


viz. 
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Vi2. the preferving the elements purej for they con- 
ceive, that by not interring the demd, they avoid pollut- 
ing the earth, and by leaving the corpfe unprotected from 
birds of prey, they provide in fome meafurc againft the 
infetjiop of the air. However, this caQom was anciently 
efteemed fo baiharous by other nations, that of one of tbc 
^ apoJogills for the Chriftian faith, fpeaking of the good 
efFedls it had on men’s minds, in reforming them irotn, 
brutal and wicked habits, mentions this exprefly, that 
Perfians, Cnee they had received the Chriftian doftrincs, 
no more expofed the bodies of their dead, but, afforded’ 
them a decent burial. Before we part with this fubjeft, 
it may not be amifs to obferve what is praftifed among 
them, when a man is on his death-bed : a prieft h in 
fuch a cafe always fent for; and he drawing near the 
bed, prayeth thus, in the car of the Gck man: ‘‘ O al- 
mighty Lord, thou haft commanded we fhould not offend 
thee, this man hath offended ; thou haft ordained that wc 
fho^id do good, yet this man hath done evil ; thou haft 
required that we fhould 'duly and exaftly worfhip thee, 
which however this man hath negleftcd. Now, O mer- 
ciful God, at the hour of death forgive him his offences, 
his mifdeeds, and his neglefts, and receive him to thy- 
felf ! ” When he is dead, the prieft comes not near him ; 
but the corpfe is put on an iron bier, and carried to the 
place of interment, the bearers being forbid to fpeak as 
they go along, out of decency, and alfo becaufc in the 
grave there is an unbroken filence : the dead body being 
placed on the tower, the prieft {landing at a diftance, per- 
formeth the funeral fcrvice, which he concludes thusj 
This our brother, while he lived, confifted of the four 
elements, now he is dead, let each take his omoi ; earth 
to earth, air to air, water to water, fire to fire.” They 
fuppofe that the fpirit wanders for three days, after its 
.departure from.thc body, and is in that fpace purfued and 
tormented by the devil, till it is able to reach their facred 
fire, which he dare not approach. They therefore pray 
morning, noon, and night, for the foul of tficir deceafed 
brotlier, durinpthefe three days, befeeching Cod to blot 
out his fins, f^nd to cancel, all his offences : on tbc fourth 
day, fuppofing his fate to be decided, they mate a great 
feaft i which clofes the ceremonies cm this occafion 


c Theodor, de curahd. Graec. A^eBib. Serm. ix. de ^gibi p, 
,jg. 4 Lord's Religion of the Perfeei, p. 49. 
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SECT. IV. 

The Reigns of the Kings of Perfia, 

’rktjtaie 0/ A S we know but very little of the (late Ppriia before 
Perfia it- ** CjTus’s time, we Ihall not pretend to give an ac- 
jtre tyrus, kings who preceded that prince. We have 

already fhewn, that Elam, or Perfia, was governed in the 
carlieft times by its own kings, and thofe very powerful. 
Chedorlaomer, the firft king of Elam mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, extended his conquefts over many provinces of Afia; 
for Beta king of Sodom, Birfha king of Gomorrah^ Shi- 
nab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboim, and the 
king of Bela or Zoar, were his tributaries ®. Thefe five 
princes lived twelve years in fubjeftion to Chedorlaomer ; 
but, in the thirteenth, uniting their forces, made an at- 
tempt towards the recovery of their former liberty. The 
king of Elam no fooner heard that they were in aVns, 
than entering into an alliance with Amraphel king of Shi- 
nar, Aricrch king of Ellafar, and Tidal king of Nations, he 
marched out againft them 5 and, having firfl: reduced the 
Rephalms, the Zii^lms, the Emims, the Horitss, the 
Amalekites, and the Amorites of Hazezontamar, at laft 
he fell upon the revolters, pnt their army to the rout, 
killed the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah ; and, having 
pillaged their cities, marched back towards Elam, loaded 
with the fpoils of the conquered nations- Lot, who af- 
fifted the Sodomites, had the misfortune to be taken pri- 
foner upon this occafion j and would have been carried 
into captivity, had he not been timely refeued by Abra- 
ham, who purfuing the enemy with a fmall body of 
chofen men, came up with them at Dan, the fifth day after 
their vidlory, put them to flight, and retured in triumph 
with his brother’s fon and all his family, redeemed from 
the infults of aviftorious foe. By this overthrow Chedor- 
laomer Joft the fovereignty of the Pcntapolis, but retain- 
ed his other conquefts, which were very confiderable. 
From the reign of this prince to that of Gyrus, we know 
nothing to be relied on, but what we have already hinted 
at in the hiftory of the Medes ; viz. that the Elamites 
Were a great and powerful nation j thatthey were in all 
likelihood fubdued by the Aflyrians, but afterwards re- 
covered their ancient liberty, and were governed by 

Gen. xivi 4. fc Ant. lib. i. cap. 10. 

princes^ 
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princes of their own nation, till the fixth year of Nc* 
buchadnezzar, when they were again brought under fub- 
jedfion by that great warrior, and his ally Cyaxates king 
of Media. While they lived in fubjediion to the AlTy- 
rians^ IV^edes, and Babylonians, the throne was Bill filled 
with natives of •Perfia, chough tributaries to thofc greater 
powers. The only great family we find upon record, is 
that of Achsmenes, which muft have been very confpi- 
cuous, fince* Xerxes, when at the height of his glory, 
was proud to derive from thence his pedigree, which he 
does in the following manner ^ 

Achsemenes, Teipfes, Hyftafpes, 

Cambyfes, Ariaramnes, Darius, 

Cyrus, Arfames, Xerxes. 

Of this great family there were two branches : from the 
firft was defeended Cyrus the Great, whofe ilTue male 
failed in his two fons Cambyfes and Smerdis. Some 
place his anceftors in the following manner s : 

Perfes, Cyrus, Cambyfes, 

^Achsemenes, Cambyfes, Smerdis. 

Darius, Cyrus the Great, 

They will have Perfes, of whom it is faid, Perfia bor- 
rowed its name, to be the firft of this family that reigned 
in Perfia. We arc told that Achaemenes was nurfed by 
an eagle ^ ; and of this fabulous eagle the no lefs fabulous 
wolf of Romulus was, perhaps, a tranfeript. Darius, is 
mentioned by the fcholiaft of Ariftophanes ^ ; and fup- 
pofed by fome to have coined the famous Darics, or fta- 
teres Darici. Cyrus had two children, Cambyfes and 
Acofla : this lafh married Pharnaces king of Cappadocia 
and Cambyfes took to wife Mandane the fo much cele- 
brated daughter of Aftyages king of Media, by whom he 
had Cyrus the Great, But as nothing occurs worthy of 
notice, efpecially that we can depend upon in the hirtory 
of the Perfian kings before Cyrus, we fliall proceed, with- 
out dwelling on fo dark and barren a fubject, to the reign 
of that great and glorious prince. 

The name of Cyrus is equally famous in facred and Cj/ruim 
profane hiftory :• in the latter, his valour and conquefts 
have rendered his memory immortal, as has, in the former, 
his kind treatment of the captive Hebrews, whom he re- 
fbored to their ancient ftate, country, and temple. Pro* 

f Herodot. lib, vii. cap. ij. f Reinecc. Hift. Jul. p. 37. 

k jElian de Anirtal. lib. xii, cap. * Scholiaft. Arif- 

loph. ad Ecclcf. vcr. 741, ^ Diod. Sicul. in Fragm. 
lib.xxxi. 

. H 2 phane 



IOC 


Account of 
the birth, 
education, 
&c~ of Cy- 
rus.acrord- 
in^ to He- 
rodotus. 


The Hifiory of the Perjtans. 

phane hlftorians are at no fmall variance with each other 
touching the birth of this prince, his education, and ac- 
ccffion to the crown. Herodotus and Xenophon are the 
only two original authors, as we may call them, whom we 
can quote and follow in what relates to the life and ex- 
ploits of this prince ; for other writers hive copied after 
them, fome adopting the accounts of one and fome of the 
other: they are both very minute rn their relations, and 
agree in fome particulars, but widely differ mothers. We 
lhall in the firfl place hear Herodotus, the father of hif- 
tory, as Tully calls him; but, whether his accounts be 
genuine, or rather interwoven, and feafoned to the Greek 
tafte, with feveral fabulous and furprifing incidents, ifi^ 
what we fhall have occafion to examine afterwards. 

Aftyages, the laft king of the Medes, being warned by 
a dream, that the fon who was to be born of his daughter 
Mandane, fhould one day be ford of all Afia, refolved to 
marry her, not to a Mede, worthy of her bed, but to a 
Perfian j and ' accordingly chofe one Cambyfes, fp:;ung 
from an ancient family, but of a peaceable difpofition,, 
and, as he thought, inferior in rank to a Mede, even of a. 
middling condition. A year after they were married, 
Allyages was frightened with another dream, portending 
a-new, according to the interpretation of the magi, the 
empire of Afia to his grandfon (C). Hereupon Aftyages 
fent for his daughter, then pregnant; and, upon her 
arrival in Media, put her under a guard, determined to 
deftroy the child (he fliould be delivered of; for the magi 
had affured him that the ilTue of his daughter was to fill 
his throne. Mandane, not long after her confinement^, 
was brought to bed of a fon, whom Aftyages delivered to 
Harpagus, enjoining him, as he tendered his own life, to 
take the new-born fon of Mandane, and difpatch him 
with his own hands, in what manner he ftiould think fit. 
Harpagus promifed to put the king's order in execution*, 
and having received from the guards the infant, richly 
drelTed, went home under great concern, to fee himfelf 
employed in fo hateful and inhuman an office : he ac-^ 
quainted his wife with what had pafled between Aftyages^ 

A 

(C) Hi^ firft dreki^ wis, but overflowed all Afia. In 
that hia daughter Mandane had the other he faw a vine Ihoot- 
voided fo great a quanti^ of ing from the womb of hit 
water, as not only filled" the daughter, and extending its 
metropolis of the kingdom, branches over all Afia ( j ) . 

(I] Hcrodot lib. i. cap. i07i 

•and 
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»nd hlmfclf ; and refolved not to'execute tliC Sentence with 
his own hands, but to transfer bis charge to another. Witli 
this defign he immediately fent for one of the king’s herdf- 
men, who kept his cattle in paftures, lying at the foot of 
■efevtain^mountains on the north of Ecbatafi, towards the 
Cafpian Sea; ^he berdfman’s name was Mithridates, and 
hi^ wife's Spaco, in the language of the Medes, which 
fignifies a bitchy and anfwers to her Greek name Cyno- 
Mitliridates^ without delay, waited upon Harpagus, who 
commanded him, in xhe king's name, to take the infant, 
and expofe it in the moil dangerous and abandoned part 
of the mountains, upon pain of dying in the moft exqui- 
iite tortures that could be invented : he added, that the 
king had charged him to fee his orders put in execution. 

The herdfmannot daring to make any remondraiicc againft 
tthe king's command, returned with the child to his cot- 
tage, where he found his wife juft delivered of a fon. 

During her hufband's abfence, ihe had been in great 
•trouble and perplexity, on account of the melTage from 
Harpagus, who had never before fent for him ; fo that he 
nbVooner fet his foot within the door, than flie afked him 
■in gteat furprize, why Harpagus had fent for him in fuch 
Jiafte. He told her he had been in the city, vi here he had 
heard and feeii fuch things as grieved him beyond ex- 
j)relIiQn ; that when he arrived, the houle of Harpagus 
was all in tears; and that, as he went in, he was Itruck 
with horror at the fight of an infant, dreffed in gold and 
■the richeft colours, panting and crying on the floor; 
that Harpagus had commanded him to carry away this 
child, and expofe it on the mountains to the mercy of the 
wild beafts, upon pain of incurring the king’s difpleafure, 
and undergoing the fevereft punifliments that could be iri- 
flided j that, at firft, he had fuppofed the unhappy in- 
fant to belong to the family of Harpagus ; but that he 
had been afterwards informed by the lervant that attended 
him out of the city, and delivered the babe into his hands, 
that it was born of Mandane the king's daughter, and was 
fon to Cambyfes of Perfia ; and that Aftyagcs had com- 
manded it fhould be put to death 

Having thus fpoken, he difclofed the child to his wife ; Cyrus pn* 
who no fooner faw it, but, being raviflied with theinno- mnd 

cent fmiles of the infant, fhe emb^raced her hufband, and * 

with many tears intreated him not to execute the order he ' ' ^ * 
had received. But he reprefentiog the abfolute ntceffity 

* k Herodot. lib, i. cap. 107, & fcq. 
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of obeying, or forfeiting his own life, fince the fpies of 
Harpagus would, certainly keep a watchful eye over 
him, and fee whether he performed what had been fb 
ftricily enjoined him, (he fuggefted to him, to take theii 
own child, that was ftill-born, to expofe it indeed of 
the other, and bring up the fon of Mandane, as their own ; 
for, “ by that expedient,” faidflic, we fhall fufficiendy 
confult our own fafety, without injuring others; the 
dead child will be honoured with a royal fepulchre, 
and the furviving infant be preferved from an untimely 
death h 

Mithridates approved of this propofal, and delivering 
the infant he was charged to dcftroy, into his wife’s hand, 
drefled the dead child in the rich apparel of the living ; 
and carried it in the fame bafket in which he had brought 
the other, to the moft unfrequented part of the moun- 
tains. Three days after, he acquainted Harpagus, that if 
he pleafed, he could fliew him the body of the dead in- 
fant ; and he accordingly difpatchcd fome of his frierds, 
in whom he moft confided, to fee that the fentence had 
been put in execution, and to inter the royal infant. 
Thus was Cyrus (for fo was the infant afterwards called) 
delivered from the fnares of his grandfather, and educated 
by the herdfman’s wife as her owm^. 

When he attained to the age of ten years, as he was one 
day playing in the paftures with other children, he was 
chofen king by his companions *, and having, in virtue of 
that dignity, diftinguiftied them into feveral orders and 
clafles, the fon of Artembares, a lord of eminent dignity 
among the Medes, who was one of his companions in the 
play, refufed to obey his orders : w'hereupon Cyrus com- 
jnanded him to be immediately feized, and whipped very 
feverely. The bpy, with many tears, complained to his 
father of \yhat he had fufTered from the herdfman’s fon ; 
ami the father, highly refenting the afi'ront, haftenedwdth 
his fon to the king’s palace; and fliewing that prince in 
what a crufk and ignominious manner his child had been 
abufed by me fon of a Have, intreated him to avenge, by 
fome very exemplary punifhment, the inSigiilty offered to 
him and his family. Aftyages promifed to give him full 
fatisfai^liion i and commanding both the herdiman and his 
fon to be brought before him, afked Cyrus, how he, who 
was the foil of lb mean a man, had dared to abufe the child 

1 Herodot. libi i» cap, 107, & fcq, Heiodot. lib, 
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of one of the chief lords of the kingdom. Cyrus replied, 
that he had done no more than he had a right to do ; for 
the boys of the neighbourhood having chofen him their 
jdng, becaufe they thought him the nu)ft worthy of that 
cfJg^ity. they fubmitted to what he, in virtue of that charac- 
ter, haa commanded them ; the fon of Artembares alone 
having flighted his orders ; who for his diCobedicncc, had 
fuffered the punifliment he deferved. As Cyrus was 
pleading hifi caufe, with an eloquence far fuperior to his 
years and education, Aftyages took particular notice of 
his mein and features ; and thinking that he refemblcd 
.himfelf, began to refleft on the time that his grandfon 
was expofed, which he found to agree with the age of 
.the herdfman’s fuppofed fon. Being perplexed with this 
thought, he difmifled Artembares, alluring him that bis 
fon fliQuld have no caufe to complain, and commanded 
his guards tocondu£l Cyrus into the palace. Being then, 
in piiivate with the herdfman, he alkcd whofe boy Cyrus 
■was, and from whofe hands he had him. Mithridates af- 
ftirmed that he was his own child ; and that the boy^s mo- 
ther, who was Itill living, would come, if he pleafed to 
atteft it. But Aftyages, giving no credit to what he D/fio^enm 
averred, commanded his guards to feize him ; whereupon 
he difeovered, without reterve, tht whole matter, and im- 
plored the king's mercy 

Aftyages was not fo mucli incenfed againft the herdf- 
man as againft his favourite Harpagus, whom he ordered 
the guards to bring without delay, to the palace. Upon 
his arrival, the king, in a yioletit palliou, aiked him in 
what manner he had put to death the fon of his daughter 
Macdane. When Harpague faw the herdfman, he thought 
he Ihould but aggravate his crime, by attempting to elude 
the ftorm that threatened him by any forx of falfchood, and 
therefore openly confefled what he had done adding, 
jthat he thought'he had taken the moft effcijual raeafis he 
could to put his orders in execution i a^id that he truly 
believed the child was dead, fincc the moft trufty among 
his friends had alTured him, that they had feen and in- 
terred the body ^ 

Aftyages, dilTembling his cefentment, acquainted Har- 
pagus with what the herdfman had confeAed *, adding that 
the child was ftill alive, and that he was very well pleaf- 
ed that his orders had not been executed 5 for he had been 
under great concern ever fincc he iffued that cruel order, 

* Herodot. lib. h cap. 117. 
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and had tint been^aUe to bear tb^ reproaches of his daiigh^ 
ter. tie thei| drdered Harpagusto fend his fon to wait on 
the young Cyrus, and to come himfelf that night , to fup 
“with him, fince -he intended ^to offer a facrifice to the go^ 
in thankfgiving for the care they had taken of hi§ 
fon p. 

Harpagus, overjoyed at the king's fpeech, returned 
home ; and acquainting his wife with what had paffed, 
immediately ferit his only fon -to attend Cyrus; as he had 
teen commanded. His fon, who was about thirty years 
old, no fooner entered the palace, than he was feized, 
barbaroully murdered, and cut in pieces, by order of Af- 
tyages j who gave dire£kions that the mangled body, va- 
rioufly dreffed and difguifed, (hould be ferved up at fup- 
pcr. Harpagus and the reft of the guefts repaired to the 
palace at the hour apointed : the others were fplendidly 
entertained ; but the table, where Harpagus fupped, was 
ferved only with the flefti of his fon. When he had done 
eating, the king alked him, whether he had been pleafed 
with his vifluals ; and Harpagus anfwering, that he 
never tafted any thing more delicious, the officers ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, brought in a bafket, containing 
the head, hands and feet of his fon, defiring him to un- 
cover the bafket, and take what he liked bed. He did as 
they defired, and beheld the remains of his only child, 
without betrayktg any fort of concern or refentment at fo 
fhocking a Tight; fuch was the command he had of his 
pafliOns. The king enquired, whether he knew with 
what kind of meat he had been entertained : Harpagus 
rirpliedy he knew very well, and was always well pleafed 
with whatever his fovereign thought fit to ordain. Hav- 
ing thus replied, with a furprifing temper, he collefted 
^hc mangled parts of his innocent fon, and went home, as 
otir author conjectures, to inter them 
Cyrus J^nt Aftyages having thus vented his rage upon the unfor- 
kack to his tunate Harpagus, began to confider with himfelf what he 
real pa- {liquid do with Cyrus; and, having again confulted the 
niagi, their anfwer was, that if the boy lived, he muft 
of nc;cefli.ty be king. Aftyages then acquainted them that 
'he was ftill alive, adding as a very material circumftance, 
^ajt he had been cbofen king by the bbys of the neighbour- 
hood ^htre he lived, and performed all the parts of a 
Teal king with the-utmoft rigour and feverity. Hereupon 
the magi ri^rfied, that the prediftion of his reign was 

F Herodot. lib. b tSrp* 118. • q Herodot. lib. i. cip. 119, 
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already accomplifhed, in the clioke^whioh the hop had 
made of him for their king, and that he would never 
riign afecond time •, for dreams, faid they, often end 

of fmall importance, and are fulfilled by trifling 
e\^/s. , They advifed him therefore to diveft himfeu 
of all fear, anJ fend the boy to his parents in Perfia ^ 

Aftyages, well pleafed with this anfwer, called Cyrusi 
and owning how much he had been wanting in the affec- 
tion which he ought naturally to have had for him, hf 
xeafon of an infignificant dream, defired him to get ready 
for a journey into Perfia, where he would find his rcafl 
father and mother, in circumftances very different from 
thofe of the poor herdfman and his wife Spaco 

Thus Aftyages, after many kind expreflions, difmiffed 
his young grandfon, attended by feveral lords of the firft 
Tank. Upon his arrival at his father's houfe, he was re- 
ceived with a tendernefs and joy, which it is more eafy 
' to conceive than exprefs. As they had long given him 
ovei* for dead, they afked him in what manner his life had 
b'ffcn preferved. He informed them that he had lived in 
ntter ignorance of his condition, and had been unac- 
'quainted with his true birth, believing himfelf the fon of 
the king’s herdfman, until thofe who attended him on his 
journey into Perfia difeovered all that had paffed. He re- 
lated how he had been educated by the herdfman’s wife, 
and, frequently repeating the name of Cyno, commended 
heron all occafions : and this name his parents made ufc 
of to perfuade the Perfians that the prefervation of their 
fon was, in a very particular manner, owing to the im- 
mortal gods, fince he had been nouriflied, as they induftrU 
oully fpread abroad, and was commonly believed, by a 
bitch 

When Cyrus attained to the age of manhood, and was Ffarpagus 
become very popular in his own country, and famous in « 

Media, on account of his extraordinary parts, Harpagus, 
who had never forgot the inhuman murder of bis fon, 
began to court his friendftiip, Mdth a defign to join with 
him, who had been equally injured, in revenging fuch 
barbarous treatment. At the fame time he folicited the 
leading men among the Medes, who were highly diffatif- 
fied with the tyrannical government of Aftyages, to take 
up arms, and deliver thcmfelvcs and their unhappy coun- 
try from the calamities they groaned under, by depoCng 

rHerodot. lib. i. cip. isc. * Idem, ibid.cip. isIp t Idem, 
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Aflyagjes, and advancing bis grandfon Cyrus to the throne. 
They all to a man fhewed themfelves difpofed to fecond 
fcis defigns: whereupon he thought it high time to diV- 
cover his intentions to Cyrus, who was to a£t the chipf^ 
part in this revolution. Accordingly he acquaigtedwm 
with them in a letter, which as all the roads leading to 
Perfia were guarded by the king’s troops, he conveyed to 
him in the belly of a bare ; the hare he delivered to one 
of his moft trufty domeftics, drefled in the habit of a 
hunter, enjoining him to defire Cyrus not to open the 
letter in the prefence of any perfon whatfoever. The 
meffenger executed his orders ; and Cyrus opening the 
bare with his own hands, found a letter, reminding him 
of the care which the gods had taken pf his prefervation 
againft the wicked defigns and barbarous attempts of his 
grandfather. He encouraged him to ftir up the Perfians 
to a revolt, and at the head of their forces to invade Me- 
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dia, where all the chief commanders were ready to join 
him, and determined at all events to advance him to, the 
throne, inftead of his unnatural grandfather Aftyagts. 
He took care to put him in mind of what he had fuffered 
upon his account, and how barbaroufly he had been punifli*- 
ed for not executing the king’s bloody orders. Cyrus, 
having read the letter, began to confider what meafures he 
ihould take to induce the Perfians to revolt ; and, after 
various fchemes, fixed upon the following. He feigned 
a letter from Aftyages, appointing him commander in 
chief of all the Perfian forces. This he read in a general 
aflembly of the nation, and, in virtue of his new conv 
miffion, commanded them all to attend him, every man 
with a hatchet. He was obeyed; and they being all met, 
in purfuance to his orders, he enjoined them to clear, in 
one day, a fpot of ground, containing eighteen or twenty 
furlongs, that was overgrown with thorns and briars. 
This labofious work being performed, not without fome 
reluflance, he difmifled them,. with orders to attend him 
again the next day. In the mean time, he caufed all his 
father’s flocks and herds to be killed and drefled, provided 
wine, and bought all the dainties Perfia ccvuld aiford. They 
all aflembled next day, expefting to be employed as they 
had been the day before ; but, contrary to their expefla- 
tions, Cyrus ordered them to fit down on the green turf, 
and entertained them with a great feaft. When they had 
folared themfelves with dainties, which to that time they 
had been ftrangers to, the young prince afked them, whe* 
ther they would chufe to live always in that manner, or as 

they 
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they had done ihe day before. They all anfwered readrlyf 
that, as mirth and pleafure were greatly preferable to toil 
ahd labour, they would gladly chufe the condition of the 
“^Pl^fent day before that of the preceding. Upon this 
anP^r^ Cyrus acquainted them, that, if they hearkened 
to his advice, Phey ftiould enjoy thefe and far greater plea- 
fures, without any kind of fervile labour ; out, if they 
refufed to follow him, they muft undergo innumerable 
hardlhips, like thofe they had complained of the day be- 
fore. He then difclofed to them his true defign of deliver- 
ing his^ountry from the Median bondage, and encouraged 
his countrymen to join him in fo great and glorious an 
enterprize, by telling them that fome divine power had 
brought him into the world, and fniraculoufly faved his 
life, that he might be one day the author of their happi- 
nefs. The Perfians, who had lived for many years, with 
the utmoft reluftance, in fubjeftion to the Medes, de- 
clared him, with one accord, their leader, and protefted 
that they would fupport him in fo good a caufe, at the 
*?xpence of their lives 

In the mean time Aftyages, being informed of what was 
doing in Perfia, difpatched a meflenger to Cyrus, injoin- 
ing him to repair forthwith into Media; but Cyrus, bf 
the fame meffenger, returned this refolute anfwer, that 
he would come fooner than Aftyages defired. Whereupon 
the king drew together all his forces ; and, forgetful of his 
cruelty toward Harpagus, appointed him general of the 
army. The two nations came to a general engagement ; Afyagn 
but the chief officers among the Medes pafling over to df/eatedh^ 
Cyrus, with the bodies under their command, the reft of 
the army was routed with great flaughtcr. When Aftya- 
ges heard of this defeat, he flew into a great paffion ; and 
vowing that Cyrus fliould not long enjoy the pleafure of 
his viftory, he firft caufed the magi, who had interpreted 
his dream, to be Impaled; and then arming all the Medes, 
marched out at the head of them in perfon. Both armies 
came to a feeond engagement, in which the Medes were 
again defeated, and the king himfelf taken prifoner. 

Aftyages, in <his ftate, was reproached and infujted by 
the revengeful Harpagus, who, among other things, afked 
him, what he now thought of his tragical feaft, when he 
compelled him to devour the flefli of his own Ton, for 
which inhuman and barbarous aflion he had now fallen 
from the throne to a prifon. Aftyages, in returui fixing 
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a(ked whether he had been :n- 
in bringing abou^ this revolution. He anfwered, 
it was chiefly o^ing toJiim, fince he had been i^he fitft 
Brave aff , to encourage Cyrus to this undertaking. Then, repH^ 
fy^er to the Aftyages, you are the weakeft andmaft unjufl; of 
Harpafus weakelt, in giving the kingd^ to ano<i;her, Wtien you 
• ' jnight have feized on it yotirfelf, fince you have been able 

effect this change; the moft unjuft, in enflaving your 
xountry, to reyenge a private injury; for, if you were de- 
^erJTiined to depofe ine, and confer the kingdom on an- 
other) without taking the power into your own hands, 
,yoM might, with naore juftice, have advanced a Mede to 
'^that dignity than a Perfian: whereas the Medes, who 
wci^ before . lords ofPerfia, and no way concerned in the 
im'ury, are.now, by your means reduced to the condition 
of Oaves; and the Perfians, who were fervants to the 
^edes, are now become their lords.’' In this manner, 
/Concludes pur author, Aftyages was deprived of the king- 
,-dgm, after he had reigned thirty-five years; and through 
his cruelty the Medes became fubjedb to the Perfians, atW 
Ibcy had ruled over all thofe provinces of Afia, that Ife 
qn the other fi4e the Halys, for the fpace of one hundred 
and twenty-eight years, including the time of the Scythian 
dominion over th?it part of Afia, As for Aftyages, Cyrus 
Wi death, kept him prifoner in his palace until his death, without 
.pra^iiCng any feverity upon him 

This is the account Herodotus gives of the birth and 
.fortune of Cyrus, who, according to the fame hiftorianr, 
invaded the Mafiagetes ; and having in the firft battle 
feigned a flight, left a great quantity of provifions, efpe- 
cially wine, on the field. The Barbarians did not fail to 
feizc on the booty, and indulged xbemfelves in drinking 
to fuch excefs, that they all fell afleep on the fpot. In 
this condition Cyrus returned upon them, obtained an eafy 
, viftory, and took a great many prifoners. among whom 
was Spargapifes, the fon of queen Tomyris. This he- 
roiqe, being informed of the defeat of her troops, and 
captivity of her fon, fen t an herald to Cyrus, intreating 
him to releafe the young prince ; which hg refufing to do, 
:Sp¥gapife&,^ preferring death to flavery, laid violent hands 
H^n himfelf : wbefquppn his m^cr, Tomyris, animated 
wit^ an eager defire of revenge, gave, the Perfians battle a 
f pond time i which, .fays our author, was the mpft ob- 
ftinate and bloody that ever was fought by the Barbarians. 

* Herodot. lib,i. cap, ^17^130. r Wem, ibid. cap. 221—213. 
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y-Manjr fell on both fidc« ; but at laft the Miffagetes gaining 
the v^ftory, the greateft part of the Perfiari army was cut 
In pieps, and Cyrus himfelf killed in th6 field, after hav- 
" ing reigned twenty-nine years. Tomyris, having found 
^y among the flain, caufed his head to be cUt otfi 
and thrown into a vefiel filled with human bloody infult- 
ing the memory of the dead prince with thefe ivordi^ 

“ Glut thyfelf with the blood which thou haft fo 
tiably thirfted after 

What the fame writer relates of his childilh revenge 
upon tjie river Gyndes (D), while he was on his march td 
befieg^abylon, is not very confiftent with the idea we have 
of that wife and experienced commander \ for, he tells us, 
that one of the facred horfes of Cyrus'T}eing drowned in 
the river, that prince highly refenting fuch an affront, 
immediately caufed the Gyndes to be cut by bis army into 
three hundred and fixty channels ; a work which employed 
his troops the whole campaign, and obliged him to poft- 
pone the fiege of Babylon to the nextfummer. 

•t* We fhall now exhibit the hiftory of Cyrus, e^xtrafted 
from Xenophon, whom we choofe to follow in what con- 
cerns that great conqueror. 

Cyrus was the fon of Cambyfes, either king of Perfia, Vr. of F?, 
or a man of the firft rank in that country, and of Maiidane, * 749 * 
the daughter of Aftyages, king of the Medes. He was 
born a year after his uncle Cyaxares, the brother of Man- , 

dane. He lived the firft twelve years of his life with his jhe tru§ 
parents, in Perfia (E), where he was educated after the hiftory of 
Perfian manner, and inured to hardfhips, and fuch exer- 
cifes as might enable him to bear the toils and fatigues of 
v^ar- When he was twelve years old, his mother Man- 
dane took him' with her into Media, to his grandfather 
Aftyages, who had exprefied a defire to fee that 5roung 
prince. During his refidence at this court, the fweatiicfa 


z Herodoti lib. i. cap. 14. 


(D) The river Gyndes rifcfl 
on the hills of Matiene, and, 
paffing through Dardania, falls 
into the Tigris. 

(E) The name of Perfla at 
that time extended only to 
one province of that empire, 
which was afterwards known by 
the fame denomination ; for the 


whole Perfian nation could at 
that time raifebut onohundred 
and twenty thoitfand men (i). 
But, after the conquefts of Cy- 
rus, It took up that vaft traift 
which extended eaft and weft 
from the Indus to the Tigrifg 
and north and fouth from the 
Cafpian Sea to the Oocaiit 


(i) Vide Cyropaed. lib, i. 


of 



IIO 


Kit iarfy 
frowffi. 


Yr. of FI. 
179 *- 

Ante Chr. 
557 * 


fte^ucis 

Jrnunia* 


^ht Htjiory of the PerJtaHs, 

of his temper^ his generous behaviour, and conftant ell^^ 
deavour to oblige all men, gained him the affedio^as of 
the Medesr, and fuch an interell among the leading ijhen of 
that nation, as afterwards greatly contributed to the ‘2 reft- ; 
ing the empire he afterwards founded®. 

When he was about fixteen years of age he firft eiitered 
the fchool of war, and gave extraordinary proofs both of 
his courage and conduft. Next year he returned to his 
father in Perfia, where he remained until hei* was forty 
years of age, when he was recalled to the affiftance of 
his uncle Cyaxares 

Aftyages, king of the Medes, was fucceedeu,*^ as we 
have ftiewn in the hiftory of that people, by his fon Cy- 
axares, brother to Mandane, Cyrus’s mother. This prince 
was fcarce feated on his throne, when he was informed 
that Nerigliffar, king of Babylon, was preparing'a power- 
ful army to invade Media; that he had already engaged 
feveral princes, and, amongft others, Croefus king of 
Lydia; and that he had difpatched ambafladors into Cap- 
padocia, Phrygia, Caria, Paphlagonia, Cilicia, and evlli 
to the Indies, to inftil jcaloufies into the feveral princes 
of thofe countries, and to ftir them up againft the Medes 
and Perfians, as aipiring to an univerfal monarchy. Cy- 
axares, therefore, called Cyrus out of Perfia to his aflitt- 
ance ; and, upon his arrival with a body of thirty thou- 
fand Perfians, appointed him commander in chief, both 
of the Medes and Perfians. 

He had not been long in Media, before Cyaxares had 
occafion to employ him. The king of Armenia, who had 
hitherto lived in fubjeftion to the Medes, looking upon 
them as ready to be fwallowed up by the powerful alli- 
ance formed agaitift them, thought fit to lay hold of that 
opportunity 'and ftiake ofF the yoke: accordingly he re- 
fufed- to pay the ufual tribute, and to fend his quota of 
auxiliaries, which he was obliged to fumifli In time of 
war. As this was a matter of dangerous confequence, 
which might prompt other dependent dates to do the 
fame, Cyrus thought it neceflary to crufh this revolt with 
the utmoft expedition ; therefore marching immediately 
with a chofen body of hoffe, and covering his defign, as 
if he intended only to hunt on the hills of Armenia, he 
entered that country before the inhabitants had any in- 
telligence of his march, furprifed the king and all his fa- 

• Xenoph. CyropKd. lib, i. p. 36. * Idem, lib. i. 
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and, having obliged him to pay the ufual tributCi 
Icmd his quota of auxiliaries, reftored him to hifl 
J^fegdoVi, and returned in triumph to his army in Media. 

Bottf parties had now been employed three years to- 
geth^ in forming their alliances, and making prepara- 
tions ror war. Jn the beginning of the fourth year, the 
confederate armies on both fitlcs took the field j and be- 
ing come irj^ight of each other, a battle foon enfued, 
which provad very unfortunate for the Babylonians j for 
Nerigliflar was killed, and Creefus, king of Lydia, who, 
lipon hjs death, took upon him the command of the ar- 
my, w'as^bliged to quit the field, and retire in the utmoft 
confufion to his camp, from which he was driven next 
day by Cyrus, at the head of the Hyreanians, who had re- 
volted to him the night before. Cyrus referved to him- 
felf all the horfes that were taken, in order to form a 
body of cavalry for the Perfian army, which hitherto they 
had wanted. The richeft and moft valuable part of the 
booty he fet apart for Cyaxares ; and, as for the prifoners, 

tries, without impofing any other condition upon them, 
than that they fliould deliver up their arms, and engage 
no more againft him and hia allies ^ 

NeriglilTar was fucceeded by Laborofoarchod, in whofe 
reign, two Babylonian lords, Gobryas and Gadates, pro- 
voked by his cruelty, went over, with the provinces they 
governed, to Cyrus, who by thefe means got footing in 
Aflyria, which greatly contributed to the redii(n:ion nf Ba- 
bylon. Laborofoarchod marched out againft Gadates, 
but was by Cyrus driven back with great flaugliter to his 
metropolis, where he continued, fuft'ering Cyrus to ravage 
the whole country unmolcfted, till the fcafon of the year 
obliged him to put an end to the campaign, with the re- 
duction of three fortrefies on the frontiers of Media**. 

Laborofoarchod was foon after murdered by his own 
fubjefts, who ralfed Nabonadius to the throne, in his 
room. Xenophon reprefents him as a wicked prince ® ; 
and that fuch was his character, fuflicicntly appears by 
what is faid of Ijim in Daniel *, but while he attended his 
pleafures, his mother Nitocris, a woman of great under- 
ftanding, and a mafeuline fpirit, took thofe precautions 
which we have mentioned in the Babylonian Hiftory, loi 
the fecurity of the metropolis and empire. 

c Xenoph. Cyropzd. lib. iv. p. 87— *104. i Idem lib. v. 
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WhUe tht queen was thus emplojnEd, Cyaxareg cam^fo 
Cyrus’s camp. There, after feveral confultation^ they 
d^ermined to change their plan j and, inftead ^ cq>I - '' 
tenting themfeJves with ravaging the enemy’s tetydtories,, 
only, they thought it was neceffary to employ theirjtroopg 
in taking towns and fortrefles, that fo' they might make 
themfelves mailers of the conntry, and diftrefs the city of 
Babylon, by intercepting their provifions f, Accordingly, 

brought under fubjeftion in- 
iflWiwr- provinces, without meeting with any confiderable re- 
fiftance from the Babylonians. The progrefs Cyrus made 
in thofe conquefts rouzed at laft Nabonadius, who taking 
along with him great part of his treafures, left Babylon, 
and repaired to Creefus, king of Lydia, by whofe aflift- 
ance, and interell, he concluded a formidable alliance 
.with the Egyptians, Greeks, Thracians, and all the nations 
Crttful of the Lefler Afia. Thele various nations, under the con- 
7he”tnie- Croefus, who was by the king of Babylon ap- 

4^‘cUu!' chief commander oi all his forces, aflembled 

near the river Pa£lolus, and from thence advanced-."?. 
Thymbra, which was the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous. Cyrus, being informed of thefc- vaft prepa- 
rations by one of his intimate friends, who, by his order, 
had gone over to the enemy as a dcferter,put himfelf in a 
condition to oppofe them. Having encreafed the number 
of his forces by new levies, he took leave of Cyaxares, 
who remained in Media with a third part of the troops, 
that the country might not be left entirely defencelefs ; 
and marched forwards to meet the confederate forces in 
their own territories, in order to confume their forage, 
and difconcert their meafurcs, by the quicknefs of his 
march, and the boldncfs of his undertaking. After a 
long march, he came up with the enemy at Thym- 
bra, a city ofXydia, not far from Sardis, the metropolis 
Tht army of that country, Cvnis’s army was one hundred and 
*/ Cfruj, |,inety-fix tboufand urong, horfc and foot ; bolides thefc 
troops he had three hui^ed chariots, armed with feythes, 
each chariot drawn 1^ four borles abreall, covered with 
iTijppiqgs that were jwoof againft all .forts of mi Dive 
weapons: hb . bcul lilrewiCe u great number of other 
qbariots of a , Jargqr -fizc, upon each of which he placed 
• .tQwe*’ ahuut eighteen ^or twenty feet high, and in 
each tower wer.e lodged. twenty archers: thefe chariots 
Verc drawn by fixteen oxen, yoked a-breaft. There was, 

fXenopb. lib. vL .p.vjK, 
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a confideraUe number of cameh. each moUflted 
by t\te Arabian archersi the one laokmg towards the 
ra^ad, Mid the other towards the hinder part, of the camel. 
The ymy of Creefus was twice as numerous as that of 
CyrM ^^mounting in the whole to four hundred and 
twenw thoufand men. Both armies were drawn up on aa 
immenfc plain, *which gave room for extending their wings 
to the rlgh^^’ltwljefc. The defign of Creefus, upon which 
alone he funded his hopes of viftory, was to furround 
and hem in the enemy's army : he placed the Egyptian^ 
who made a body of one hundred and twemy thou- 
1 fand melT, and were the main ftrength of the army, in the 
centre s. 

When the two armies were in fight of each other, 
Creefus, obferving how much his front exceeded that of 
Cyrus, made the centre halt, and the two wings advance, 
with a defign to inclofe Cyrus, and begin the attack on 
both fidcs at the fame time. When the two detached 
bodies of the Lydian forces were fufficiently extended, 
“T^roefus gave the fignal to the main body, which marched 
up to the front of the Perfian army, while the two wings 
attacked them in flank j fo that Cyrus's army was hemmed 
in on all fidas 

This motion did not at all alarm Cyrus, who giving his 
troops the fignal to face about, attacked in flank the ene- 
my's forces, that were marching to fall upon bis rear, and 
put them into great diforder. In the fame moment a 
fquadron of camels was made to advance againft die ene- 
my’s other wing, confining moftly of cavalry. Their 
horfes, upon the approach of the camels, were fo fright- 
ened, that moft of them threw their riders, and trod them 
under foot ; a circumftance which occafioned a great con- 
fufion. While they were thus in diforder, Artageles, aa 
officer of great experience, at the head of « fmall body of 
horfe, charged them fo vigoroufly, that they could never 
afterwards (ally; and at the fame time, the chariots 
armed with feythes being furioufly driven agairdl theai, 
they were entirely routed. Both the enemy’s wings bc- 
ing put to flight, Cyrus commanded Abradales, hie chief 
favourite, to fall upon the centre with the ohariots we 
have mentioned above, llic firft ranks^ confiftifig moftly 
of Lydians, not being able to ftand fo vident a charge 
immediately gave way j but the E^yj^ians being 

e Xenoph. Cyroped, lib, vi. p. 1^7—17*. ^ ^Idenji Cyroped. 
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with their bucklers, and marching fo clofe, that the ch 
had n,ot room to penetrate their ranks, a great fl^ghter^ 
of the Perfians enfued ; Abradates himfelf was ki|^d, Ififs 
chariot overturned, and mofl part of his men cut inVicees, 
after having fignalized themfelves in a very extrifoAhiary 
manner. Upon his death, the Egyptians advancing woldly, 
obliged ihePerfian infantry to give way, and drove thenix 
back quire to their engines, There they TiX^rwith a new 
fliower of arrows and javelins, difeharged upon them from 
the towers ; and, at the fame time, the Perfian rear, ad- 
vancing fwOrd in hand, obliged their archers and fpear- 
men to return to the charge- In the mean tiiil^, Cyrus 
having put to flight both the horfe and foot on the left of 
the Egyptians, pufhed on to the centre, where he had the 
mordneation to find his Perfians again giving ground ; 
and, judging that the only way to flop the Egyptians, 
who were purfuing them, would be to attack them in the 
rear, he did fo ; at the fame time, the Perfian cavalry 
coming up to his afliftance, the fight was renewed with 
great flaughter on both fides ; for, the Egyptians facinp^ 
about, defended themfelves with incredible oravery. Cy- 
rus himfelf was in great danger; for, his horfe being 
killed under hin^, he fell in the midft of the enemies ; 
but, being faved by his Perfians, who, alarmed at his 
danger, threw themfelves headlong upon thofe that fur- 
rounded him, the battle became more bloody than ever. 
At length CytuS, adnliring the valour of the Egyptians, and 
concerned to fee fuch brave men perifti, offered them ho- 
nourable conditions, letting them know at the fame time 
that all their allies had abandoned them. They accepted 
the terms offered; and having agreed with Cyrus, that 
they ftiould not be obliged to carry arms againft Creefus, 
in whofe fervice they hai been engaged, furrendeied 
themfelves to the conqueror, and from that time ferved 
him with the utmoft fidelity K 

The engagement lafted till night, wl>en Croefus retired 
with his troops to Sardis ; and the other nations made 
the beft of their way to their refpe£l:ive countries. Cyrus 
did not think fit to purfue them; but next morning ad- 
vanced towards Sardis. Creefus, hearing of his approach, 
marched out with his Lydians (for the auxiliaries were 
already retired) to give him battle. As their principal 
•ftrength eMfifted in cavalry, Cyrus made his camels ad- 
vance againft them, whofe fmell, the horfes not being 


i Xenopb. Cyrop«d. lib. vii. p. 17*— *7*1 
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endure, they -vtcii! Immediately put In difordef* 
^wev^r, the Lydians, difmounting, fought on foot > 

' bu^, a^r having kept their ground very obftinately for 
fome Snap, were forced to make their retreat to Sardis, 
WherMhey were immediately clofely befieged by Cyrus 

In the night after he inverted the city, he made him- 
felf mafter citadel, being conduced to it in the 

darW by a R^rfia?^ flave, who had been a fervant to the 
gov^nor of that placed At break of day he entered the 
city, where he found no refiftance, the Lydians having 
difperiw^t the news of the citaders being taken. Cyrus’s 
firft care Was to fave the town, which was the moft 
wealthy of all Afia, from being plundered. With this 
view, he acquainted the inhabitants that their lives fhould 
b6 fpared, and neither their wives nor their children 
touched, provided they brought him all their gold and 
filver. This condition they readily complied with j and 
Ciroefus himfelf, who was taken and brought to Cyrus, fet 
them an example, by delivering his Immenfc treafures up 
the Conqueror, Cyrus, touched with compalTion at 
the king’s misfortune, and admiring his conftancy in fo 
great a change, treated him with great clemency, fufTer* 
ing him to enjoy both the title and authority of king, under 
the foie reftridion of not having power to make war. From 
that time he took Croefus with him in all his expeditions, 
either oUt of efteem for that prince, or out of policy, that 
he might be more fecure of hlsperfon*. 

Cyrus, after the conqueft or Lydia, continued in the 
Lcfler Afia till he had fubdued the feveral nations in- 
habiting that great continent, from the -/EgeanSca to the 
Euphrates. From thence he marched into Syria and Ara- 
bia j and having brought thofe nations likewife under fub- 
jeftion, he again entered Affyria, and marched towards 
Babylon, the only city in all the Eaft that now held out 
againft him, but was reduced, after two years fiege, in 
the manner we have related in the hiftory of that king- 
dom. The king of Babylon being killed, and thofe who 
were about him put to flight, the reft voluntarily fub* 
mitted j and Cfrus, without any fartnfcr refiftajoce, be- 
came marter of the place. The reduftion of Babyloft put 

an end to the Babylonian empire, and fulfilled the pre- 

\ ‘ 

fc Herodot. lib. i. cap. So. ■ ^ciioph. Cyropard. lib. 

Diod. Sicul. in Ejicerpt. Valer p. 14.1. Plutarch, in Solon. PolpMn. 
Strat. lib. vii> Bolijit. in Polyhift. cap. i. Herodot, lib. i. np. ts. 
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diQ^ns which the prophets Ifaiah| Jeremiah, and 
jilrfrod' uttered againft that proud metropolis.^^ 

’Updn the death of the king of Babylon, Darfcs tli_ 
Mecic'is Taid, in Scripture, to have taken the Idnvdom. 
By DariUs the Mede isih^nt Cyaxares king of the^^;2de&, 
and uncltf to Cyrus, as we have endeavoufed to pr^ve in 
the Hlftorybf Media; for Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, 
hdtd the empire with him in partnership ? fo far 'did 
he Carry his complalfance, that he allowed him'preceddrtce 
of rank. Cyrus having fettled his affairs at Babylon, return- 
ed into Perfla, to pay a vifit to his father and motb^’v who 
w^tef ftill alive : after a fhort Hay there, he weni back to 
Babylon, together with Cyaxares. On their arrival they 
edneerted the Tettlement of the whole empire ; and hav- 
ing divided it into a hundred and twenty provinces, the 
government of thefe was given to fuch as had diflin- 
guifhed themfelves during the war. 

The civil government being thus fettled, Cyrus ordered, 
all his forces to join him at Babylon. On a general review 
he found they confifted of a hundred and twenty thoufandT 
horfe, two th'oufand chariots armed with feythes, and lix 
hundred thoufand foot. 'Of thefe having diftributed into 
garrifons fuch a number as he judged neceffary for the de- 
fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with 
the remainder into Syria, where he fettled the affairs of 
that province, and then reduced the other nations as far 
as'the Red Sea and the coniines of Ethiopia*”. 

About two years after the redudion of Babylon Cyax- 
ares dying, and alfo Cambyfes kipg of Perfia, Cyrus re- 
tuftiea to Babylon, and took upon him the whole govern- 
ment of the empire, which he held for the fp^ce of fevei) 
years. 

Tn the firfl: of thefe feven years expired the feventy years 
of the Babylonilh captivity, when -Cyrus publiflied the 
famous edift, whereby the Jews were allowed to retura 
to Jerufalem. There if no doubt but this edift was ob- 
tained by Daniel, who was in great credit and authority 
at court. Thathe might the more effcftually induce the 
king to gt*ant him favour, he is faid to have fliewed 

him the prophed^s^f Ifaiah"*, naming him, a hundred , 
and twenty years before his birth, as one appointed by 
G^ tobc a great conqueror, a king over many nations, 
and the reftorer of his people, by ordering their temple to 


■ Cyn)p»<l.iibi viiL p. %%ik " ^ Ifaiah jdir. tS. xlv, j. 
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ailt, and Jerufalem and Judx? to be repofefled try 
Vient inhabitants. , 

havin^g iflued his decree for rcftorlng the Jews 
t^untry, and rebuiJding the temple at Jerufa^enrtj 
DBve Hcljrews aflembled, out of the fcvcral pro- 
of the Babylonian empire, to* the number of our 
land twf>^mndred and thirty-fix perfons, with theif 
ants, Wfo Counted to feven thoufand three hundrcj;! 
thirty-feven more, and fet out for Judjca : and thus 
was the Itate of Judah and Jerufalem again reftored, after 
they hwS^aid defolate feventy years. Cyrus returned, at 
the fame time, to the Jews, all the vclTels of the templp 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Jerufalem, and 
lodged in the temple of his god Baal. 

This prince, being equally beloved byx his own natural- 
born fubjedfs, andi thofe of the conquered nations, peace- 
ably enj tyre d the fruits of his labours and viflories. His 
new-eredted empire was bounded on the eafl by the river 
Indus 5 on the north by the Cafpian and Euxine Seas ; on 
riie weft by the ^gean ; and pn the fouih by Ethiopia 
and the fea of Arabia- He kept his refidence in the heart 
o‘f thefe countries, fpending the feven cold months at Ba- 
bylon, on account of the warmtli of jhat climate j three 
months in the fprkig at Sufa, and two months, during 
the heat of fummer, at,Ecbatan\ 

Having f(icnt feven years in this date of tranquillity, 
and” eftabliftied his empire with fuch wifdom, that, upon 
the ftrength of this foundation alone, it flood above two 
hundred years, notwithftanding the rafli and impolitic 
proceedings of his fuccefibrs, he died in the feventietb 
year of his age •, equally regretted by all the nations of 
his vail dominions. He had reigned, from his firft taking 
upon him the command of thePerfian and Median armies, 
thirty years ; from the rcdu£lion of Babylon nine p ; and, 
from his being foie monarch of the Eaft, after the death 
of his uncle Cyaxares, or Darius the Mcdc, feven years 
Authors differ ftrangely with each other as to the manner 
of his death. Xenophon's account, who makes him die 
in his bed, as fortunately as he lived, arnidft his friends, 
and in his own country, feems to us by w jhc moll pro- 
bable j for all authors agree that he was buried at Pafarr 
gada in Perfia, where *Xcnophon fays he died i and bis 
monument was to be feen in the time of Alexander the 
Great. Had he been ilain in Scythia, as Herodotus and 

■ Cyropaed. lib. vili. p, 233. ^ Clc. de Divin. lib. v P 
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Juftm and his body mangleid, as they would^»4m^ 

uabeU^vi, hew ceuld it cvct have been refeecd o\xdof thp 
handisdf thc& enraged barbariahsi and buried a/Pattfr- 
gada ? BefideSi it is by no tneans probable that yach a 
wife marl ^ Cyrus is reprcfented to>have been, far 

edvaneed in years, would have engaged in^ fo rafli !im un^ 
dertaking as the Scythian expedition is defcribed bAhofe 
who relate it; neither can it be conceiveiVifdv^the PeVan 
empire could have fubfifted, after fo great aA overtbfow, 
efpedally in the hands of fuch ^ fucrpcAqr as Cambyfes^* 
for, Herodotus tells us, that Cyriis was killed(«^4 his 
whole army, conQfling of two hundred (honfana mpn, c^t 
in pieces. « 

Vamis On his death-bed he. appointed his fon Cambyfcs to 
fi^cceed him, who accordingly took pofleflion of that vaft 
rtfsri empire. To his other foh, Smerdis, he left feveral conr 
fiderable governments. Cambyfcs was fcarce well featedon 
the throne, when refolved upon a war with the Egypr 
tians. But of this expedition, and the fuccefs that at- 
tended it, we have fpoken at length in the Hiftory 
Egypt, and therefore <hall only add here, in a note, an 
extraordinary circumdance, related by Herodotus, on oc- 
cafion of a oattle fought at this time, pf \yhicb he wa^ 
himfelf an eye-wiunefs (F). 

The next year, which was the fixth of his reign, 
he refolved upon three different expeditions j the firft 

(F) That writer tells us, thicker and ftronger through 
that the bones of the Perfians the heat of the fun, and the 
and Egyptians were, in his head prefervpd from baldnefs ; 
time, ffill to be feen in the there being fewer bald people 
place where the battle was * in Egypt than in any other 
fought, but feparaced from each country. As the heads of the 
other. The ikulls of the Egyp- Egyptians were ffrengthened 
tians were fo hard, that they by this method, fo thofe of 
could fcarce bebroken by the the Perfians were foftened by 
violent blow of a large ftone ; the pontrary cuffom ; for they 
"whereas thofe of the Perfians were not expofed to the fun, 
were fo foft and weak, that but always covered with caps 
they were broken with theleafi and turbans. Our author adds 
blowof a pebble^ This differ- that he obferved the fame thing 
cnce, as our author tells us, at Papremis, in thofe who, to- 
Was owing to the Egyptian gether with Achacmenes, the 
cuftom of lhaving the heads of fon of Darius, were defeated 
their children early ; by which by Inarus king ofLybia (i), 
anieant the bpo^were rendered 

' ,<,► (i) Hsrodat.Ub. iii. cap. iz. 
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the CarthaginianSi the fetond agaiftft-die Hamijieu 
li^ianSi and the third againft the Ethiopiant; bvft was 
oE>li^cPto Jay afide the firft projc&, Wcaufe th4i Ph<3tni- 
ciar^Vj^^hout whofe help he could not carry qn tiiat war, 
refulM Id affift him againft the Carthaginians# who were 
defeewded from’them, Carthage being originally a Tyrian 
colo^. But his heart being let on the other t\t^o, hefent 
amllaflradQrjf^infbfc Ethiopia, who, under that charafler, 
werVto aft as fpies, and give him intelligence of the ftate 
and ftrength of the country. The Ethiopians being well 
appri«»ds^f the errand on which they were come, treated 
them with great contempt ; however, the Ethiopian king, 
in return for the prefents they brought him from Cam- 
byfes, fent that monarch hie own bow, which he de- 
livered to the Perfiaii ambaffadors with thefe words : ** It 
is not from any confidcration of my friendfliip that The Eihi^ 
the king of Perfia fent you with thefe prefents*, neither ^ian kingi 
have you fpokeii truth, but arc come into my kingdom as 
fpies. If your mafter were an honeft man, he would ciefire camhfes. 

more than his own, and not attempt to enflavc a people 
who had never done him any injury; however, give him 
th is bow from me; and let him know, that the king of 
Ethiopia advifes the king of Perfia to make war upon the 
Ethiopians, when the Perfians (hall be able thus cafily to 
bend fo ftrong a bow ; and, in the mean time, to thank 
the gods, that they have never infplred the Ethiopians 
with a defire of extending their dominions beyond their 
own country Camhyfis' 

Cambyfes, being Informed ^ his ambaffadors of all that ra/hexpi- 
paffed, fell into a violent pamon, and ordered his army 
immediately to begin their march, without confidering 
that they were neither furnifhed with provifions, nor any 
other neceffaries, for fuch an expedition. He loft the 
Greek auxiliaries behind him, to keep the ncw-conqucrevl 
countries in awe during his abfence 5 and with the whole Yr. of FI. 
body of his landrforces began his march. When he ar- ^**4;; 
rived at Thebes, in the Upper Egypt, he detached fifty 
thoufandmen againit-the Hammoni^ns, ordering them to ^ ' , 

ravage the whofe country, and burn the oracle of Jupiter 
Ammon, while he, with the reft of the army, ftould ad- 
vance againft the Ethiopians^ But before he had marched 
a^fifth part of the way, his provifions were confiimed, and 
the army reduced to the ncceflity of eating their beafts of 
burden. Cambyfes, notwithftanding tbcfedifficuldeiypur- 
• fued his raft attempt; and ihc foldiors fed upon herbs 

• V Herodot, lib. hi. cap. ae—aik 
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grsfl, ^ Ic^g as they jeund any in the way^ 4 mt» 
I wben they a^rii^ In the fandy dderts, they were brough^ 
to inch extremitieSi as to be obliged to devour ote 
Other t every tenth mani upon whom the lot fell,^ing 
doomed to {erve for food to his companions ; a fopcL ^fays 
Seneca, nM^e to be dreaded than famind itfelf*-^^ The 
king dill perfiiled in bis mad deiign, till, at lad, i^ing 
apprehenfivc of the danger his own p^ffSii jjvas in,|^he 
gave over the enterprise, and retreated to Thebes, ^tcr 
having loft great part of his army in this wild attempt *. 

As for that part of the army which was fent apmft the 
Ammonians, they marched from Thebes, and, by the 
help of their guides, arrived at the city of Oafis, inhabit- 
ed by Samians, feven days march diftant from Thebes. 
They undoubtedly arrived at that place i but what was 
their fate afterwards is uncertain j for they never returned 
either to Egypt or their own country. The Ammonians 
informed Herodotus, that they marched from Oafis, and 
that after they had entered the fandy defert, which lies 
beyond that city, a violent wind began to blow from the 
fouth, at the time of their dinner, and raifed the fands to 
fuch a degree, that the whole army was overwhelmed, 
and buried alive. 

Cambyfes, in his return to Thebes, caufed all the tem^ 
pies, which in that fupcrftitious city w^ere very rich and 
numerous, to be pillaged, and burnt dowm to the ground. 
We may judge of the richnefs of thofe temples, by the 
remains faved from the flames, which amounted to the 
fum of tliree hundred talents of gold, and two thoufand 
three hundred talents of filver. He likewife carried aw^ay 
the famous circle of gold, that encompafled the tomb of 
king Ozymandias, biing three hundred and fixty-five 
cubits in circumference, on which were reprefented all 
the motions of the Ceveral conftellations 

From Thebes Cambyfes marched back to Memphis, 
where he difeharged the Greek mercenaries, and fefic 
them to their refpefllve coiuitrks. On his entry into this 
city, finding the citizens feafting and rejoicing on the 
appearance of their god Apis, he was highly provoked, 
^ fuppofing their joy was occafioned by his anfuccefsful 
expedition. He thcrefow eriled the magiftnates, to 
Icam of them the cauft e( tW public mirth. They 
gave Wm 9 true account of the whole matter ; but he, 
not bclieviog what they feid, C4Ufed them all to be put to 

■ Senecit dc Im, lib. nr cap. t Hcrodot. ubi fupra, cap^ 

15 , ftS. 4 PiQd, Sicul. lib. i* p. 43"^®' 
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. He lent afterwards for the priefl;s, who made him 
^the iame anfwer, telling him, that it had been always 
t^eir cudom, when their god appeared amongft them| 
to eilebrate his appearance with the greated demonftra* 
tiom/jfJJoy they could exprefs. He replied, that if their 
god Was fo kind and familiar to flicw himfelf to them, he 
too ^ould be willingly acquainted with him j” and thert- 
for/ comny.aiis;^^ the deity to be brought forthwith into 
hirarefenCe ; but no fooner did he appear before Camm 
byles, than the king feeing a calf, and not, as he expefled^ 
a de^Y, flew into a violent pailion, and, drawing his 
dagger, \rounded Apis in the thigh j and, reproaching 
the prieds for their dupidity in wormipping a brute, or- 
dered them to be fever^y whipt, and all the Egyptians at 
Memphis, that thould be found celebrating the fead of 
Apis, to be flain. This Apis, after he had languiflied 
fome time, died of his wound in the temple, and was 
buried by the prieds, who carefully concealed his death 
from Cambyfes 

The Egyptians fay, that after this facrilegious aftion, 
which was looked upon by them as the greated indance 
of impiety that ever was committed amongd them, Cam- 
byfes is faid to have b^en feized with lunacy at this time. 
But his aftions {hewed that he was fo long before, of 
which he gave fcveral indances. We find the following 
upon record* 

He had a brother, by the fame father and mother^ 
called by Xenophon Tanaoxares, Smerdis by Herodotus* 
and by Judin, Mergis. He attended Cambyfes on his 
Egyptian expedition ; but, being the only perfon in the 
army that could bend the bow, within two fingers breadth, 
which the king of Ethiopia had fcnc, Cambyfes, from 
hence, conceived fuch a jealoufy of him, that being no 
longer able to bear him in the army, he fent him bade 
into Perfia. After his departure Cambyfes dreamed, that 
a meflTenger arriving from Perfia told him that Smerdis 
was feated on the throne, and touched the heavens with 
his head ; whereupon, fufpedting that his brother afpired 
to the crown, he difpatched PrcxaipCB, one of his confi- 
dents, into Perfia, with orders to put him to deaths and 
tbefe were accordingly executed *. 

TTiis murder was followed by another ftill more crl- 
Uiinal. Cambyfes had with him in the camp his youiigell 
(ijler, by name Meroe. Aa this prineefi was very be^UiU-> 

Herodot. lib. ii^. cap. %h S9« * Oaid' 3^ 
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ful, he fell viblcntly in love with her> and was defiroit^m 
marry her ; but teing convinced of the novelty, of his de-^ 
fign, be fummofied all the royal judges of the Perfran ra- 
tion, whofe office it was to interpret the lawS) ^ iSiow 
whether there was any law allowing a brother t(?i marry 
a fifter. The judges, unwilling to authorize fuch in in- 
ceftuous marriage, and^ at the fame time, dreadin^thc 
efFefts of the king's violent temper, fhq’ira' fhey con^a- 
tlift him, returned this crafty anfwcr ; That\hey, twy, 
knew of no law allowing a man to marry his own filler,, 
but had a hw which gave the king of Perfia liberta^ do 
/fe marriij whatever he pleafcd,'^ Upon this anfwer he Tqlemnly 
married her; and thereby gave the firft example of that 
inceft which ‘was afterwards pra£lifed by moll of his fuc- 
cefibrs, and by fonae of them carried fo far as to marry 
their own daughters. This filler he took with him in all 
his expeditions, and gave her name to an ifland in the 
Nile, between Egypt and Ethiopia, which he conquered 
on his wild expedition againftthe Ethiopians. The occa- 
fion and manner of her death are thus reported. As Cam- 
byfes was one day diverting himfelf in feeing a young dog 
and the whelp of a lion fighting, the dog being over- 
matched, another of the fame litter, breaking loofe, came 
. to his afliftance, by which means the lion was mallered. 
Whilll the king was mightily pleafed with this adventure, 
Meroe, who fat by him, began to weep ; and being obliged 
to tell her hulband the caufe of her grief, fhe confelied 
that this accident put her in mind of the fate of her bro- 
ther Smerdis, whom no body had been good-natured 
enough to aflill. There needed no more to excite the rage 
of that brutal prince, who, notwithllanding her being 
and kills with child, gave her fuch a blow with his foot in the 
belly, that (he mifearried, and foon after died y (G). 

He caufed alfo feveral of the chief lords of his court to 
be buried alive,and daily facrificed fome of them to hia wild 


V Herodot. lib. 

(G) The Egyptians, as our 
author inforniB us, relate the 
matter in a different manner, 

Thify fay, that as Cambyfes 
ifid his filler ere at tables Ihe 
took a lettuce, and pulling the 
leaves afunder, alk^ her nuf- 
band whether an entire lettuce 
was not more beailliful than 


iii. cap. 31, 3*. 

one pulled in jjieces 1 he an- 
fwered it was ; whereupon Me- 
roc replied, that he bad repre- 
fented the broken lettuce, by 
difmembering the hnufe of Cy- 
rus. Upon this Cambyle^ 
ftrnck her with his foot, which 
blow, as Ihe was big with child, 
occafionedber death. 

fury. 
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fury. He one day afked Prciafpcs, who was hia chief fa- 
,vourlte, what the PerCana faid of him, and what charafter 
tl^ gave him in their private converfations. Prexafpcs an- 
fwS^, that they highly applauded his aiEiions in general, 
but'tS^ght him too much addifted to wine. “ I compre- 
hen^op, replfed the king; they pretend that wine deprives 
me^f my underftanding ; but, whether this charge be 
true or not, yt/y^lhall be judge.” Upon which he began te 
dr^lo a^far greater exeefs than he had ever done before ; 
tlf^ ordering the fon of Prexafpes, who was his cup- 
beajgj^ to fland upright at the farther end of the hall, 
with hi^^left hand upon his bead, and turning to Prex- 
ufpes, “ If I fhoot, faid he, this arrow through the heart 
of your fon, the Perfians, you muft own, have flandered 
me; but, if I mifs, I fliall willingly allow them to have 
fpoken the truth.” He had no fooncr uttered thefe woTd«, 
than, drawing his bow, he (hot the arrow through the 
body of the young man. Then commanding the body to 
be opened, and finding the arrow had pierced his heart, 
he afked the father with great joy, and in an infulting 
manner, whether he had ever feen a man (hoot with^ more 
fteady hand ; and whether or no the Perfians had injured 
his charafter, by faying that wine deprived him of his 
reafon. The unfortunate father, being under great ap- 
prehenfions for his own life, anfwcred, “that Apollo 
himfelf could not have (hot more dextroufly®. 

While he was proceeding in this furious manner, Cruc- 
fus, king of Lydia, thought fit to lay before him the bad 
confequences that might attend fo tyrannical a govern- 
ment ; and his remonftrance provoked him to fuen a de- 
gree, thac he ordered him to be put to death : but the 
officers who received his order fufpended the execution of 
the fentence, and concealed Croefus, thinking, that, if 
4i^ambyfes fhould enquire for him, and repent his rafli rc- 
folution, they ffiould be well rewarded for favine his life ; 
but, if they found that Cambyfes neither altered his mind, 
nor defired to fee him, tney might ftill put him to 
death, purfuaiit to the order they had received. The 
next day tie* afked for Croefus; when the officers ac- 
quainted him, that the king of Lydia was Hill alive. Cam- 
byfes was tranfported with joy, when he heard that hia 
order had not been put in execution ; but at the fame 
time commanded all thofe who had faved him, to be imme- 
diately put to death for their difobedicncc\ 

z Herodot lib. ui. cap. 3 • Idem, ibid, cop# 
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% . ^C«Jilbyfaf in the beginning df the eighth year of his 
re^n, left Egypt, in order to return to Perfra. On hip 
coming into Syria, he met a herald, fent from Sufa to tMe 
army, to acquaint thein, that Smerdis, the fon of^/rytus, 
was proclaimed king, and commanding them to ac-- 
knowlegc and obey bim. This event was brought ^bout 
in tbe-following manrrer : Caitibyfes, at his departure ^rom 
j>ufa on the Egyptian expedition, had left^Be 
tion of affairs, daring his abfence, in the hari^s of 3 ft ti- 
fi&r tithes, one of the chief of the magi. This Patizithes had*" 

racy 0/ a'brother, who very much refeinbled Smerdis, of 

,tynjs, and was, perhaps on that account, called by the 
* * fame name. As foon as he was fully affured of the death, 
of that prince, and at the fame time informed, that Cam- 
byfes indulged his tyrannical temper to fuch a degree, 
that he M^as grown infupportable, he placed his brother 
on the throne, giving out that he was the true Smerdis^ 
the fon of Cyrus ; and immediately difpatched heralds 
into till parts of the empire, to give notice of his acceflion 
to the crown. The herald, who was difpatched to Egypt^ 
finding Cambyfes with his army at Ecbatan in Syria', 
placed himfelf in the midft i>f the army^ and openly pro- 
claimed the orders of Patizithes. Cambyfes caufed him 
10 be feized ; and having ftriftly examined him in the 
preCence of Prexafpes, who had received orders to kill his 
brother, he found that the true Stnerdis was certainly 
dead*, and that he who had ufurped the throne, was 
Smerdis the magi- The mention of that name greatly af- 
fected Carhbyfes, and revived in his memory the dream, 
in which he had feen a meflenger, who came to acquaint 
him thatt Smerdis was feated on the throne. Rcflefting 
how unjuftly he had murdered his brother, he burft out 
into tears, and immediately ordered his army to march, 
Camhyfei wkh a dcfign to fupprefs the growing rebellion; but, as 
accidental- he Was mounting his horfe, his fword flipped out of the 
iy'wMud' fcabbard, and wounded him in the thigh. He then afked 
the name of the city; and being informed that the place 
wa* called Ecbatan, he faid aloud, Fate has decreed, 
that Cambyfes, the fon of Gyrus, ftall die in this place.*' 
For, while he was in Egypt,^ having confulted the oracle 
of Butus, whkh was fan^ou^ in that country, he was told, 
that ho fliould die at Ecbatan^ which he undcrilanding 
of Ecbatan in Mddia, refolvcd to Cave his life by avoiding 
that place : but what ho thought to avoid in Media, he 
found in Syria. Being informed then that the place where 
he TQdtived the wound Svas catted Ecbatan, and taking it 
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far certain that he muft die tberei he aflemhted tbe^ chiefs 
perfian lords that ferved in thp armyi and reprcCentingr^ 
tojhem the true ftatie of the cafe, eamoftly .required th^nv 
fuhm,it to this impoftor, or fuffer the fovereignty. 
to pafs ^ain from the Perfiana to the Medcs, of^whkh' 
nation Smer.dis’the magi was, but to ufe their utmo^en* 
dea^^rs to place on the throne one of their own- bloocU^ 

Buljthp PerfiaTis,^ fufpefting all this was faid by. hkn out' 
on^^^to'his brother, had no rqgard to it; and 

dying a few days after of his, wound, which mortN^ 
fiedjjlifjy quietly fubmitted tothe. p^rlian >vbom they'foundr* 
on , the throne, luppoling him to be the true Smerdis^ To 
this delufion Prexafpes greatly contributed, by faying that 
he had not killed Smeidis with hU,Jown hand.* 

Cambyfes' reigned feven years and five months. At his Yr, of Fh 
firl]; acceflion to the crown, the Samaritans begged of him, 1816. 
that he would put a flop to the building of the temple at Chr, 
Jerufalem : and their application was not in vain; for - 5 **' 

though he had fo much refpc£l for the memory of his fa-‘ 
ther, as not openly to revoke his decree, yet, in a great - 
meafure, he fruftiated the defigii of it, by laying the Jews 
under fuch difficulties, that they could not .purfue the ' 
work. 

The magi, who, now afeended the thrpne, is called smerdis 
Scripture ^ Arfaxerxes; by Hprodoiue, Smerdis ; by MU \ih9 Magu 
chylus, Mardys-, by C^efias, Spendadates ; and by ]\xttmy mounts thi 
Orapaftes. As foon as he had taken upon him the fo*- 
vereignty, he granted to all his fubjedls an exemption 
from taxes, and all militaryTervice., for three years, .and 
treated them with fuch beneficence, that all the nations of ; 

Afia, the Perfians only excepted, exprefied great forrow at 

the revolution, that happened a few months after ; and Marrhs 

farther, to fecurc himfelf on the throne, he married Atofla, Atoj/a, th$ 

the daughter of Cyrus, thinking, that, in cafe of a dif- Aa^htrr 

covery, he might hold the empire by her title,; She had ^ 

been before married to her brother Carabyfes, wbb> upon 

the above mentioned decifion of the royal judges,- >having- 

cfpoufed one pf his filters, took to wife the other alfo^ s^nd ' 

the magi, pretending to be hex brother., married ber upon 

the fame footing. But the precautions he made ufe of 

to prevent his b^ing difeover^, only encreafed the fufpi- 

cion, that he was not the true Sitierdisi He married • 

all his predeceffor’s wives, and among the reft Fb€if^ 

ma, the daughter of Otancs, a'Perfian nobleman ; of - 


^ Ezra, iVf 7. if. 
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SuJ^tHed firft rank. OtaneSi t 6 be fully fatisfied in this mattc^i 
Cent a trufty mefienger to^his daughter, to kpow of heor 
whether the king was really Smferdia, the foil of Cyru^r 
fome other man. Phedyma returned anfwer, tha£^^^<J^e 
had never fecn Smerdis, the fon of CyrUs, (he ecJNild hot 
fatisfy his curiofity, Otanesi by afecond ihelTage, dtfired 
her to enquire of Atoifa^ who could hot biit kilo\mer 
own brotherj whether this wete hc^ "hot. But pis 
daughter let himknow^ that (he was not allow‘'dd 'tt»4f4^1c 
to Atolfai or fee any other of the women i becaufc the kingil* 
whoever he was, had, from the very beginnin^-^n his 
reign, lodged his wives in diftinft aJJarftrients. This an- 
fwer greatly incrcafed the fufpicion of Otanes, who there- 
upon fent a third mefiage to his daughter^ diredting her^ 
when (he fhould be next invited to his bedj to take the 
opportunity, while he was afleep, of feeling whether he 
had ears or not j for Cyrus having formerly caufed the 
ears of Smerdis, the magi, to be cut off for a crime he 
had been guiltv of, he told her, that, if the king had ears* 
(he might be (lire he was Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus } but 
if otherwife, he could be no other than Smerdis, the magi, 
and therefore unworthy of poffeflTing the crown, or her 
perfon. Phedyma anfwered, that the danger was Very 
great ; becaufe, if the king had no ears, and (hould fur- 
prize her, endeavouring to find out fuch. a truth, he 
would not fail putting her to death : neverthelefs, in obe- 
dience to the commands of her father, (he would make the 
Difcftvtrtd attempt, and take upon her to fatisfy his doubt. Accord- 
fy him. ingly, next time ihc was called to his bed, as foon as (he 
perceived him faft afleep, (he took the opportunity of 
making theitrial ; and finding he had no ears* early next 
morning acquainted her father with the difeovery. Otanes, 
upon this information, imparted the whole affair to Go- 
bryas and Afpathines, Perfians of great diftinftion, wbofe 
honour he could rely on. Thcfc three agreed, that each 
(hould name one of nis mod trudy frieOds to be admitted 
into the fecreti Purfuant to this refolution, Otanes named 
Intaphcrnes ; Gobryas, Megabyzus 5 and Afpathines, Hy- 
darnes. In the mean time Darius, the fort* of Hydafpes, 
arriving at Sufa from Perfia, where his father was go- 
Darm dt» vcrtfoT, th^ made him privy to their refolutlons. Darius, 
cUtes the at theiffirtt meeting, told them, that he thought no man 
in Perfia, tot himfelf, had known, that Smerdis, the fon 
mi dead, ofCyriw* was really dead, and crown ufuj^ed by a 
magi 5 and therefore he was coniisf with an intention to kill 
the ufurper, without iiiiparting his defign to any other, 

• tlfat 
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that the glory of fuch an aftion might be entirely his own ; 
but, fince others were apprized of the impofture, he was 
of opinion, that the ufUrper fliould be difpatchcd with all 
enpididonp delays being, in fuch cafes, very dangerous, . 
and tnM)eft concerted plans cafily difappointed. Otancs, 

On the other hand, was for putting off the execution of 
theiydefign till fome better opportunity offered, and not 
attempting their enterprize, till they had increafed theif 
numbej^..^ut Darius remonftrating the danger there was 
-rflTeing difco.vercd and betrayed, if they let the prefent 
opportunity flip, or imparted their defign to others j and 
openTy piotefting, that, if they did not make the attempt 
that very day, he would prevent any one from accufing 
him, by difclofing the whole 'matter to the magi, it was 
Unanimoufly agreed, that they fhould not feparate, undef 
any pretence whatfoever, but immediately go to the pa- 
lace, and either put the ufurper to death, or die in the 
attempt 

While they were concerting their meafures, the two 
magi, in order to remove all fufpicion, engaged Prex- 
afpes in their intereft ; and, with great promifes, pre- 
vailed upon him to give his word, and oblige himfelf 
with an oath, never to difeover the fraud they had put 
upon the Perfians. Prexafpes, as we have related above, 
knew that Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, was not living, he 
having, by the command of Cambyfes, put him to death 
with his own hand. The magi, having engaged l^ex- 
afpes to be filent, acquainted him farther, that having de- 
termined to affemble all the Perfians under the walls of 
the palace, they defired he would afeend a certain tower, 
and from thence publicly declare, that the king upon the 
throne was truly Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus. Prexafpes Prtrafpes 
having taken upon him this office, the magi fummoned noble ff>eeck 
the Perfians together, and commanded him to mount the 
tower, and from thence harangue ihe people. Prexafpes 
began this difeourfe with the genealogy of Cyrus; and 
then put the Perfians In mind of the great favours the na- 
tion had received from that prince. After having extolled 
Cyrus and his family, to the great aftonifliment of all^ he 
fmcerely declared all that had paffed; and told the people, 
that the apprehenfions pf the danger he muft inevitably 
run, by publiffiing the impofture, had conftrained him to 
conceal it fo long ; but now his remorfe no longer fufier- 
ing him to aft fuch a diflionourable part, he ackMwleged| 

* c Herodot. lib. iii, cap. 67, 8 c feq« 
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tKat he had been compelled Cami>yfes to pat his bro> 
thcr to death with his dp^n hand; and that the perfoT* 
who poffefled Ait throne, was Smerdis the magi. He 
then begged pardon of the gods and men, for thnttfihe 
he had committed by compulfion, and againft )iis will; 
and, denouncing many imprecations againft the Peiffians, 
if they fliould negleft to recover the fovereignty,'',. and 
puniih the ufurper, he threw himfeif headlong from the 
top of the tower, and died on the iJ)ot^. to 

imagine what confuGon the news of this accident occ^ 
Coned in the palace. 

In the mean time the confpirators, not knowing what 
had happened, were going ^to the palace, determined to 
execute their deGgn, On their way they were informed 
of what Prexafpes had faid and done, which obliging 
them to retire, and confer together, Otanes cameftly de- 
Cred them anew to defer the enterprize ; but Darius Hill 
infifting upon the immediate execution, and rejefling all 
propofals of delay (H), they fell in with his opinion, and 
went direflly to the palace. The guards, refpefling their 
dignity, and not fufpedting perfonsof their rank and Ggurc, 
permitted them to pafs, without afking them any ques- 
tions ; hut as they came near the king's apartment, the 
eunuchs, who attended there to receive meflages, refufed 
them admittance, and threatened the guards for permit- 
ting them to pafs. Upon this repulfe the feven Perfians, 
encouraging each other, drew their fwords, killed all that 
oppofed their palTage, and penetrated to the very room 
where the two magi were confulting about the late affair 
of Prexafpes. They no fooner heard this tumult and up- 
roar, than the one taking up a bow, and the other a ja- 
velin, the weapons that came firft to hand in that confu- 
fion, they attacked the confpirators. He who had the 
bow, foon found that weapon of no ufc in fo clofc an 
a^ion ; but the other, with his javelin, wounded Afpa- 
thmes in the thigh, and ftruck out the eye of Intaphcrnes : 
one of the brothers being killed^ the other retired into a 
room . adjoining to the place where they fought, with 
a defigu to Ihut himfeif in; but was^fo clofely pur- 


I Herodot. fib, cap. 74, 75. 

(H) Hcsndotuste& us, tbat Mqeii wbkfa when the feven 
^ they iji^cofHeiidiiigf feven Pfi&ns obferved, they accept* 
couple of hawks appeared pur- ed the omen, all to a man tcII 
fuing two couple of viilturea ill wub .Darius, and marched 
^ Ihe air, and tearing them to feait to the palace. 
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fued by Darias and Gobryas, that tbcv broke Into the 
•room with him : Gobryas haviJig fcizca him, held hind 
fa^Jin his arms ; but, as it was quite dark ii that place, 
Barhi^ftood ftill, not knowing how to direfl: his blow; 

And ^pairing to ftrike, left he ftipuld kill his friend, in- 
ftcad of the enemy : whij|ipcrple}»ty Gobryas perceiving, 
defired him to ftrike, though he Ihould kill them both. 

Darius t^s exhorted, refolved to put all to the venture* 
good fortune,, killed the ufurper. Having thus 
‘Ztifjiatched the tw6 brothers, they cut off their heads ; 
antUeaving their two wounded companions to fecure the 
palace, the other five, carrying the heads of the two ma- 
gi, their hands all fmeared with blood, marched out of 
the palace, expofed the heads to the eyes of the people, 
and declared the whole impofturc. The Perfians being 
informed of what had pafled, were fo enraged againft the majfacnd^ 
impoftors, that they fell upon the whole feft, and killed 
every magi they met; and, if night coming on had not 
put an end to the {laughter, no one of that order had 
been left alive. The day on which this happened, was 
ever afterwards celebrated by the Perfians with the greateft 
folemnity, called by the name of Magophonia, or the 
flaughter of the magi. On that feftival the magi durft 
not, for many years after, appear abroad; but were 
obliged to {hut themfelves up in their houfes ®. 

Smerdis reigned only eight months, during which time Samaria 
a ftop was put to the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufa- tans ob-- 
lem *, for, as foon as he was feated on the throne, the Sa- 
maritaiis acquainted him, that the Jews w^erc rebuilding 
their city and temple ; that they had always been a rebel- 
lious and ftubborn people ; and that, if he allowed them 
to fini{h that work, they would, without doubt, with- 
draw their obedience from the king, whereby he would 
lofe all the provinces on that fide the Euphrates. For the 
truth of what they advanced concerning the ungovernable 
temper of the Jews, th^y referred him to the records of 
his predeceflbrs, which they defired him to enquire intd 
concerning this matter. Accordingly Smerdis having 
caufed the recoMs to be carefully examined, and finding 
with what difficulty the Jews had been reduced by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, ifiiied an editSl, forbidding them to pro- 
ceed any farther in the work they had begun, and charged 
the Samaritans to fee it put in execution. Hereupon th^ 

• « Herodot. lib. iii.cap. 76— 79. , 
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work was hid a0de, till the fecond year of Darius Hyl^ 
lafpes> that is for the fpace of two years 

But to return to the confpirators. When the tumylt 
and difordcrs which attend fuch events were app^etf, 
they met, to confult what form of government they fliould 
introduce. Otanes was for a republic, M^gapyzus fpoke 
for an oligarchy; ana Darius declared for monarchy.. 
The opinion of the latter was, after a ^ng debate em- 
braced oy all, except Otanes, who, finding his 
over-ruled, told them, that fince they were refolved t5^ 
fet up a king, he would not be their competitor a 
dignity, which he abhorred ; and that being determined 
not to govern as a king, he would not be governed by one ; 
and therefore was willing to give up his right to the crown^ 
on condition, that neither he, nor his pofterity fliould be 
fubjeft to the royal power. The other fix having granted 
him his demand ; he immediately retired, and his de- 
feendents alone retained their liberty, which they enjoyed 
even in our author^s days, being then no farther fubjett 
to the king, than it fuited tlieir conveniency, and only 
obliged to conform to the cuftoms and manners of the 
country 

Upon his departure, the other fix began to deliberate 
in what manner they fliould proceed to the eleftion of as 
new king. But, in the firft place, they unanimoully^ 
agreed, that whichfoever of them (houldbc chofen, fhoulcL 
every year prefent Otanes, and his pofterity with a Me- 
dian veil ■, a mark of great diftinifion among the Perfians,, 
becaufe he had been the chief author of the enterprize.^ 
In the next place, they determined, that the fevei^ ihould 
have full liberty to enter into all the apartments of the 
palace without being introduced ; and that the king flioulcE 
not be allowed to marry a woman out of any other family 
than thofe of the feven confpirators- Then taking the 
future eleftion into confideration, they thought fit to re- 
fer it to Providence. Accordingly they all agrceiVtomeet 
next morning,, by the rifing of the fun, on horfeback, at 
an appointed place in the fuburbs of the city ; and that 
he whofe horfe firft neighed fliould be kinj;; for the fuit 
being greatly revered by the Perfians, they, imagined by 
this m^od, to refer the eleftion to him. Oehares, whcj 
had the charge of Darius's horfes, hearing of Ais agree- 
ment, led a toare ovcr-nigbt to the place appointed, and 
brought to her his maftePs horfe. The next morning ihc 

Ezra iv. 7—^4.. Hcrodot. lib. iii. cap. 
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fixPerfians repairipg to the place, purfuant to their agree- 
9 ient, Darius’s horfe remembering the mare, immedi- 
ately neighed \ and his competitbrs difmounting, faluted 

TheJ^rfian empire being thus reftored, by the valour 
of thefe leven lords, they were raife'd by ihe new king to 
the higheft dignities, and honoured with the moft ample 
privileges : in all public affairs, they were the firfl to de<* 
livcr_ jJjrii^pinions : and ever afterwards the Pcrfian 
IvhTgs of this race had feven chief counfcllors, privileged 
in tjjg fame manner; by whofe advice all public affairs 
of the kingdom were tranfafted. Under this charafter 
we find them often mentioned in Scripture 

Darius was the fon of Hyftafpes, a noble Perfian of the His pedi- 
royal family of Achaemenes, who had attended Cyrus in gret, 
all his wars, and was, at that time, governor of the pro- 
vince of Perfia. Darius is called in the writings of the 
modern Perfians, Gufhtafph, and his father Lorafph, 
and are famous among the Perfians to this day. Darius, 
the better to eftablifh himfclf on the throne, married the 
two daughters of Cyrus, Atoffa and Artyftona *. The 
former had been wife to her brother Cambyfes, and alfo 
to the magi; but Artyftona had not been married before, 
and proved the rnofl favoured and beloved of all his wives: 
for to thefe he added Parmys the daughter of the true 
Smerdis, and Phedyma the daughter of Otanes, who de- 
tected the magi. Having thus confirmed his power, he p/ 

divided the whole empire into twenty fatrapics, or go- tht impin*. 
vernments, and appointed a governor over each divifion, 
ordering them pay an annual tribute". Perfia alone was 
exempted from all manner of taxes : the Ethiopians and 
inhabitants of Colchis, were enjoined only to make fomc 
prefents, and the Arabians to furnifh yearly fuch a quan- 
tity of frankincenfe, as was equal in weight to a tho^and 
talents. By this eftabliflimcnt, Darius received the yearly 
tribute of fourteen thoufand five hundred and fixty £u- nut* 
boic talents, befides feveral other fums of fmali confe- 
quence “ 

Darius in the very beginning of his reign, put to 
death tntapharnes, one of tbei confpirators, on the fol- 
lowing occafion : Intaphemes went to the palace to con- 
fer with Darius ; but attemptmg to enter, purfuant to the 

1 Herodot. lib. ili. cap. 84^(7. * k Ezra viii 14. fifth. I* 
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agreement above mentioned, in virtue of which they were t9 
have free accefs to the king at all hours, except, when he waa 
retired to the women’s apartments with fomc of his wiyes^ 
hew^as flopped by the door-keeper, and a meflengcj^rtih'titr 
colour that the king was in company with one of lys wives. 
Intaphernes not believing them, dreM^ his feimiter, and 
having cut off both their nofes and ears, faflcned their 
head^ in a bridle, and fo left them. Jn this condition 
they went in, and (hewing themfelves to ac- 

quainted him with the caufe of the ill ufage they had'i^ 
ceived. Darius apprehending that this attempt plight 
have been concerted by the fix, fent for them, one after 
another, and afked, whether they' approved the aftion ; 
but finding that Intaphernes alone was guilty, he caufed 
him to be feized with his children and family, left his 
relations, whom he fufpefted, fliould raife a rebellion. 
"While they were under confinement, the wife of Inta- 
phernes, made fuch loud complaints and lamentations at 
the gates of the palace, that Darius, touched with com- 
paflion, granted her the life of any one of her relations, 
leaving her the choice of the perfon. She, after feme de- 
liberation, chofe her brother. Darius afked her, why 
(he had fo little regard to her hufband and children, as 
to fave the life of her brother rather than theirs. The 
woman readily anfwercd, that fhe could get another huf- 
band, and have by him other children, if fhe fhould be 
deprived of thofe fhe had; but could never have another 
brother, her father a^nd mother being already dead. The 
king was fo well pleafed with this anfwer, that he not 
only pardoned her brother, but faved alfo her eldcft fon. 
The others were all put to death with Intaphernes, with- 
out any regard to his late deferts 
In the beginning of the fecond year of Darius, the Jews 
refumed the work of the temple, being exhorted thereto 
by the prophet Haggai p : which the Samaritans' under- 
ftanding, applied to J'atnai, whom Darius had appointed 

5 overnor of Syria and Paleftinc, acquainting him that the 
ews were not authorifed to purfue that work, which, if 
perfetled, would encourage them to (hake/ off the Perfian 

J oke. Upon thefe remonftrances, Tatnai, accompanied 
y Setharboznai, who feems to have been governor of Sa- 
maria^ ^went up ta Jerufalcm, and enquired of the elders, 
by what authority they had refumed the work. Tlie el- 
ders'^oduced the decree of Cyrus. "Whereupon the gp^ 
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vemor, who wafi a man of great jufticc and probity, wrote 
•.to the king, fairly dating the cafe, and defiring, that 
fejxch might be made into the archives for the decree of 
which the Jews produced to juftify themfelves in 
what they wej'e doing. The king, upon .the rccei|)t of 
this letter, ordered the archives of Babylon and Ecbatan 
to be carefully examined j and the decree being found in 
thofe of thf latter, for Cyrus was at Ecbatan in Media, 
\s4herHY5*^anted it, the king commanded it to be ftriftly 
obferved in every particular. Having fent it toTaUiai and 
Se^irarboznai, he enjoined them to fee it fully and effec- 
tually put in execution; decreeing, that whofoever fhould 
attempt to alter the edi£t, or obftruifl: the Jews in that 
work, fhould have his houfe pulled down, and a gibbet 
being made of the timber of it, fhould be hanged thereon. 
On the publication of this decree at Jerufalem, the work 
of the temple went on very fuccelsfully, and the Bate 
of the Jews in Judasa and Jerufalem was entirely re- 
ftored ‘5, 

About the beginning of the fifth year of Darius, the 
Babylonians, not being able to live any longer in fubjec- 
tion to the Perfians, who not only loaded them with 
heavy taxes, but had removed the imperial feat from Ba- 
bylon, formerly the miftrefs of the Eaft, to Sufa, and 
thereby greatly dimlnifhed the fplendor of that city, at- 
tempted to retrieve their ancient grandeur, by fetting up 
for themfelves againfb the Perfians. With this view, tak- 
ing advantage of the troubles that happened, firft on the 
death of Cambyfes, ar.d afterwards on the murder of the 
ufurper Smerdis, they had privately ftored their city with 
all manner of provifioiis for many years ; and at laft broke 
put into open rebellion, which drew , Darius, with aHhia 
forces, to befi ege the city. The Babylonians feeing tbcni- 
felves fhut up by fo numerous and powerful an army, 
tprned all their thoughts to the fupporting of a long 
fiege, which, they imagined, would tire out the enemies 
troops. To prevent the confumption of their provifions, 
they took the mofl defperaie and barbarous refolution that 
ever was put i& execution by any nation. They agreed 
among themfelves, to get rid of allunnecefiary mouths ; 
and therefore, drawing together till the women, old men, 
and children, they ftrahgled them without diftinftion, 
whether wives, fathers, mothers, or fillersj every, one 
being allowed to fave only the wife he liked beft, and a 
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maid fervant to do the work of the houfe ^ Darius, hav^ 
ing lain before Babylon a year and eight months, and be- 
ing no lefs tired than his army, with fo tedious a Jie^^, 
endeavoured by various ftratagems and artifices, fo take 
the place ; among others, he made ufc of that wliich had 
fucceeded fo well with Cyrus : but all hia efforts were 
rendered inefi^ftual, by the unwearied vigilance of the 
Babylonians. When he was ready to brbak u p fiege. 
and return to Perfia, Zopyrus, one of his chief com-, 
manders, put him in poffeflion of the town by the follow-i 
ing contrivance : he cut off his own nofe and ears ; Vhd| 
having mangled his body in a moft cruel manner with 
llripes, fled to the Babylonians, thus disfigured, feigning 
that he was fo treated by Darius, for advifing him to raife 
the Gege. 

The Babylonians, feeing a man of that diftinflion fc^ 
barbaroufly ufed, believed all he faid againft Darius ; and 
affuring themfelves of his fidelity, gave him the command 
of fome forces. With thefe he fallied out, and having 
furrounded ten thoufand Perfians, which Darius by agree- 
ment had pofted near the walls, he cut them all in pieces 
on thefpot. A few days after, in another fally, he killed 
two thoufand more. Thefe fucceffes fopleafed the Baby^ 
lonians, that he was appointed commander in chief of all 
their forces. Being veiled with this com^mand, he made 
at third fally, and- put four thoufand Perfians more to 
the fword. Zopyrus acquired fuch credit by thefe exploits, 
that the guard o( thd' city was entirely committed to his 
care. Not long after, Darius, purfuantto the agreement 
they had made, advanced with the whole body of bis 
army, and furrounded the city. The Babylonians mount- 
jng^be walls, made aVigorous defence ; but, in the mean 
limc^ Zopyrus, opening the gates of Bclus and Ciflia, in- 
troduced tpe Perfians, and delivered up the city to Darius. 
Thus, Babylon was taken a fccond time 5 and Darius, be- 
J ing put in poffefliori of it, lowered the walls from two hun- 
dred cubits to fifty. As for the inhabitants, after having 
impaled about three thoufand of the moft guilty and aflive 
in the revplt, he pardoned the reft. And, becaufe the 
Babylonians haid deftroyed their women, he took care to 
fnrhifii them with wives, enjoining the neighbouring pro- 
vinces to fend fifty thoufand women to Babylon, without 
which fujiiply, the place muft foon have become depopu- 
lated. Ae fot Zopyrus, he was rewarded by Darius with 

» H|redOt,1ib. iii. cap. 159,151. ^ 
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t^e highefl honours he c<HtU Jieap upon him^ <iuring At 
whole courfe of his life. That prince frcaucntly uled to 
that he would willingly loCe twenty Bto^lonSi rather 
tflan-fiqe Zopyrus fo disfigured. Bcfides many other am- 
ple rewgrdsj he bedowed upon him the revenues of Ba- 
bylon for life, free from all charges and taxes ; and could 
never after behold him, without fhedding tears ■. 

After the redpftion of Babylon, Darius undertook an Air/r/j ^ 
cxpedkionr^’againft the Scythians inhabiting thofe coun- 
zries which lie between the Danube and the T^ais. His 
.pratrnce for this war was, to revenge the calamities which ^ * ■ 

they had brought upon Alia, when they invaded that 
country about one hundred and twenty years before, and 
held it in fubjedlion for the fpace of twenty-eight years. Yr, of FL 
Having made vaft preparations for this expedition, and 1^34.. 
levied an army of feven hundred thoufand men, he march- f^***"’ 
ed to the Thracian Bofphorus ; and, having there pafled 
■over a bridge of boats, he reduced all Thrace. From 
Thrace he advanced to the Ifteror Danube, where he had armj, 
appointed his fleet to join him. Here he marched over 
another bridge of boats, and entered Scythia. The Scy- 
thians, determined not to venture an engagement in tne 
open field, but to withdraw themfclves from the frontiers, 
in proportion as the Perfians advanced, laying wafte the 
country, and filling up the wells and fprings. Purfuant 
to this refolution, they met Darius on the frontiers, and 
finding him difpofed to give them battle, they retired from 
country to country, till hi-s army was^ quite tired with fuch 
tedious and fatiguing marches'. At laft he began to be 
'icnfible of the danger he was in of perifliing with all his 
forces. Having refolved to give over the ralh enterprize, 
and retire home, he lighted, in ttenight, a great num- 
ber of fires, and leaving the old men and fick behind him 
in the camp, he marched off with all poITiblc expedition, 
in order to reach the Danube, The Scythians perceiving 
next morning that the enemy was decamped, detached a 
^onfidcrable body to the Danube, who, as they were well 
acquainted with the roads, arrived at that river before 
Darius. The Scythians had fent exprefles before-hand, 
to perfuade the lonians, whom Darius had left to guard 
the bridge, to break it down, and retire to their OMm 
country. Now they preffed them to it more eameftly, rc- 
prelenting, that, as the time prtffcribcd by Darius^ was ei- 
pired, they were at liberty to return home, without breaks 

> HexodoC. lib. ill- cap. 1 5^—160. & Juftuii Gb. I in fine. 
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ing their word, or b^ing wanting to their duty ; for Da» 
riu5 had given them leave to break down the, bridge, and 
withdraw to their own country, if he did not return at^3 
fixed time, which was already clapfed. Hereupon ttfe- 
lonians deliberated, whether they fliould comply ^ith the 
requeft of the Scythians, ' 

Mlliiadej's Miltiades, prince of the Cherfonefus of Thrace, having 
vUetoihe intereft more at heart than his, own private ad-» 

cowardij vantage, was for embracing fo favourable an tfppsz^tunity 
Jloniaas, of fliaking off the Pcrfian yoke, breaking down the bridge, 
and thereby cutting off Darius’s retreat. All the q^her 
commanders acquiefeed, excepting Hyflieus prince of 
Miletus, who reprefented to the Ionian chiefs, that their 
power was connefted with that of Darius, fince it was under 
his prote£lion 5 that each of them was lord in his own 
city i and that the cities of Ionia would not fail to depofe 
them and recover their liberty, if tbePerGan power fliould 
fink or decline. This fpeech made a deep impreffion on 
the Ionian generals; and private intereft prevailing over 
the public good, they determined to wait for Darius. But, 
to deceive the Scythians, and prevent them from ufing any 
violence, they declared, that their defign was to retire, 
purfuant to their requeft 5 and, the better to impofe upon 
the enemy, they began to break down the bridge, encou- 
raging the Scythians to return back, and give Darius 
battle. They readily complied with the propofal, but 
miffed Darius, who arrived fafe at the bridge, repaffed the 
Danube, and returned into Thrace. Here he left Mega- 
byzus, one of his generals, with part of his army, to 
complete the conqueft of that country. With the reft of 
his troops, he palled the Bofphorus, and took up his quar- 
ters at Sardis, where Wfpent the winter, and thegreateft 
part of the year follR^ing, to refrelh his army, which 
had fuffered extremely in that rafti and unfuccefsful ex- 
pedition 

Megabyzus, having brought all Thrace under fubjeflion, 
difpatchcd feven Perfian noblemen, that ferved under 
him, to A.myntas king of Macedon, injoining him to ac- 
kpowlcge Darius for his mafter, by the delivery of earth 
and water. Amyntas not only complied with their re- 
ijucft, but received them into his houfe ; and having pre- 
pared a. fumptuous feaft, entertained them with ^eat 
magnificence* At the end of the entertainment, the Per- 

t Hcrodot. lib. Iv. cap. 1, 85, SS, & ftqq. JuGin. lib, ii, xap. 5. 
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fiang, being heated with winCi delired Amjntas to bfmg 
Sn his concubines^ wives, and daughters. Though this 
R^ueft yras contrary to the cuftom of the country, the 
/earing to difpleafe them, did as they required. 
But the Perfians, not pbferving a due decency on that oc- 
cafion, the king’s fon, by name Alexander, being no 
longer able to fee his mother and fifters treated in fuch a 
manner, contrivejl to fend them out of the room as if they 
were ts immediately ; and at the fame time, had 

the precaution to withdraw his father. In the mean time, 
he^ufed a like number of young men to be drelTed like 
women, and armed with poinards under their garments. 
Thefe he brought into the room, inftead of the others ; 
and, when the Perfians began to ufe them as they had 
treated the women, they drew their poinards, and killed 
both the noblemen and their attendants. Great fearch 
was made by Megabyzus for thefe noblemen : but Alex- 
ander, having with large prefents, bribed Bubares, who 
was fent to inquire after them, their death was concealed, 
and the whole matter ftifled“, 

The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for invading 
tbeir country, having pafled the Danube, laid wafte all 
that part of Thrace which had fubmitted to the Perfians, 
as far as the Hellefpont ; and loaded with booty returned 
home without any oppofition. 

Darius, having fufficiently refrefhed his troops after the 
Scythian expedition, began to think of extending his do- 
minions caftwards j and, in order to facilitate his defign, 
refolved in the firft place to make a difeovery of thofc 
countries. With this view he caufed a fleet to be built 
a<nd equipped at Cafpatyrus, a city on the river Indus. 
The command of this fleet he gave^to Scylax, a Grecian 
of Caryandia, a city of Caria, who was well verfed 
in maritime affairs, His orders were to fail down the cur- 
rent, and to make the heft difeoveries he could of the 
countries on both ficies of the river, until he arrived at the 
Southern Ocean : from thence he was to fleer his courfe 
weftward, and that way return back to Pcrfia. Sevlax, 
having exadllycbferved his inftru£lions, and failed aown 
the river Indus, entered the Red Sea by the Streights of 
Babelmandel; and, on the thirtieth month from his firft 
fetting out, landed in Egypt, at the fame place from 
wh^ceNeebo, king of Egypt, formerly fent out* the 
Pbcenicians, who were in his fervice, to fail round the 
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&f Afridft. tVdm henbe Scylax returned td Sufa, 
#here he gave D^ue a full account of his obfervations^ 
Datiud hereupon entered India at the head of a numer<?'rs 
army $ afid tedueiiig that large country, made it the 'tweh* 
tieth province of the PeHiaft empire. Our author gives 
M account of this important Vvar 5 be only fays that Da- 
rius received from the provinces he conquered in this ex- 
pedition, an annual tribute of three hundred and fixty 
talents of gold, according to the number of tlft days of 
the Perfian year at that time^ (H). 

Tht revolt Darius, after his return to Sufa from the Scythiairtx- 
ofthe lon'f ptdition, had appointed his brother Artaphernes governor 
of Sardis, and given Otancs the government of Thrace, 
and the adjacent countries along the fea-coaft, in the room 
of Megabyzus. In the mean time, a fedition happening 
iki Naxus, the chirf ifland of the Cyclades, in the jEgean 
Sea, now called the Archipelago, the principal inhabi- 
tants, being overpowered by the populace, were banifhed 
the ifland. In their diftrefs they had recourfe to Arifta- 
goras, befeeching him to rellore them to their country, 
Ariftagoras at that time reGded at Miletus, and governed 
that city as deputy to Hyftscus, to whom he was both ne- 
phew and fon-in-law. 'VV’hen Ariftagoras underftood their 
cafe, he refolved to improve the opportunity, and attempt 
to make himfelf mailer of Naxus. With this view he 
promifed to give the exiles all the afllftance in his power; 
but not being ftrong enough to accomplifh his dcGgn 
with his own forces, he communicated the matter to Ar- 
laphernes the king’s brother, governor of Sardis, repre- 
Jfriflago^ fenting to him, that this was a fair opportunity of reduc- 
ras'j a;- ing Naxus : that if he were once mafter of that ifland, all 
tempt upon the reft of the Cyclades might be eafily brought under fub- 
fruihated j^*^*^*^ ‘ Eubcea, lying very near the other, 

Viould be an eafy conqueft; and from thence the king 
hatefr would have a free paflTage into Greece. Artaphernes was 
Yr. of FI- fo ^ell pleafed with thefe propofals, that, inftead of the 
A*tf^hr Ihips which Ariftagoras demanded, he promifed 

*^504 two hundred, provided the king approved of the en- 

tcrprizc. And accordingly, having obtained the king's. 


^ Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 44- & feq. 
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S^nfent, he fent the next fpring to Miletus the number of 
mips which he had promifcd, under the command of Mc- 
flS&sfctes, a noble Perfian of the Achaemenian family; but, 
his commiffion being to obey the orders of Ariftagoras, 
and the •haughty Perfian not brooking to be under the 
command of an Ionian, a dilTcnGon arofe between the two 

E enerals; which was carried fo far, that Megabates, tO 
e revenged, on Ariftagoras, gave the Naxians fccret in^ 
telligence of the deGgn that was carrying on againft them. 
Hereupon they made fuch preparations for their defence, 
•k thaT^he Perfians, after having fpent four months in^c- 
fieging the chief town of the ifland, and confuming all 
their provifions, were obliged to retire. The projedl har- 
ing thus mifearried, Megabates threw all the blame upon 
Ariftagoras ; and his falfe accufations being more favour- 
ably heard than the juft defence of the other, Artaphcrncs 
condemned him to defray all the charges of the expedi- 
tion, giving him to underftand, that they would be exafted 
with the utmoft rigour. As he was not able to pay fo 
large a fum, he forefaw that this afFair would end, not 
only in the lofs of his government, but in his utter ruin. 
This defperate fituation made him entertain thoughts of 
revolting from the king, aa the only expedient whereby he 
could extneate himfelf from his prefent difficulties. No 
fooner had he formed this-defign, than a meGenger arrived 
from Hyftijeus, who conGrmed him in it. Hyftiaeus, after 
feveral years continuance at the Perfian court, being weary 
of the manners of that nation, and defirous to return to 
his own country, thought this the moll likely way to ac- 
complifti his-deGre; for he flattered himfelf, if any dif- 
turbances Ihould arife in Ionia, he could prevail with 
Darius to fend him thither to appeafe them, as in efFedl it 
happened. Ariftagoras, finding his own inclinations back- 
ed by the orders of Hjrftiwus, imparted his dcGgn to the 
leading men of Ionia, whom he found ready to come into 
his meafures ; and therefore, being now determined to 
revolt, applied himfelf wholly to make aH manner of pre- 
parations for fo great an undertaking *. 

Next year Ariftagoras, in order to engage the Ionian^ 
more refolutcly to ftand by him, reinftated them in their 
liberty, and all their former privileges. He began with 
Miletus, where he divefted himfelf of his power, and gave 
\t up into the hands of the people. He then -undertook a 
journey through all Ionia, where, by his example ajnd dre- 
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dit, lie prevailed irpon all the other petty prlnceSj or, a4 
the Grce^ks then called them, tyrants, to do the famc- 
Having thus united them all into one common leagu^oi 
•which he himfelf was declared the head, he openly Ve- 
volted from the king; and made great preparations both 
by fea and land for carrying on a war. 'To ftrengthen 
himfelf the more againft the Perfians, in the beginning of 
the following year he went to Lacedaemon, to engage that 
city In his intereft ; but not being able to prevail upon 
Cleomenes, who was at that time king of Lacedsemon, to 
lend him any fuccours, he proceeded to Athens, wVere 
h joined by he met with a favourable reception ; for he had the good 
t/ie Athene fortune to arrive at a time when the Athenians were dif- 
pofed to clofe with any meafures againft the Perfians, 
with whom they were highly exafperated on the following 
Occafion : Hippias, the fon of Pififtratus, tyrant of Athens, 
having been baniftied about ten years before, and having 
tried in vain feveial other ways to bring about his reftora- 
tion, at length applied tp Artapherncs, at Sardis; and, 
baying inCnuated himfelf into his favour, did all that lay 
in bis power to ftir him up againft his country* The 
Athenians, having intelligence of thefe praftices, fent 
ambafladors to Sardis, defiring Artapherpes not to give 
ear to what any of their outlaws fliould infinuatc to their 
difadvantage. The anfwer of Artapherncs to this em- 
bafly was, that, if they defired to live in peace, they muft 
recal Hippias. This haughty meffage incenfed the Athe- 
nians to a great degree againft the Perfians ; and Arifta- 
goras, arriving there juft at this jun£ture, cafily obtained 
whatever he dcfired. The Athenians ordered a fleet of 
twenty fliips to be immediately equipped, and fent to the 
afliftance of the lonians. 


Thefe laft, having drawn together all their troops, and 
being reinforced with the twenty Athenian flups, and five 
more from Eretria, a city in the ifland of Eubcea, fet fail 
fQrEpl>€fus; and having left their (hips there, marched 
by land to the city of Sardis, which they eafily reduced. 
Sardhtak’ As moft of the houfes were built with reeds, an Ionian 
foldier, having accidentally fet one of them on fire, and 
tkjtloMmMj* flame fpreading, the whokeity was reduced to aflies; 

but the citadel, whether Artaphernes bad retired, was 
Yn oF FI. prdferved* After this accident, the Perfians and Lydians 
AhtVchr ^^fiCJtber their forces, and other troops coming in 

' full march to their 'afliftance, the lonians, who bad ngt 
- been able to force the citadel, judged it was high time 

for them to withdraw j and accordingly marched back 

with 
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with all poflible expedition, in ordcp to reimbark at Eph«- 
Sfus : but, before they had reached that place, they were 
-overtaken by the enemy, and defeated with great flaugh- 
The Athenians, who efcaped, immediately hoiftcd 
fail, and returned home ; nor could they ever afterwards 
be prevailed dpon to concern themfelves in this war : 
however, their having engaged thus far, gave rife to that 
war, which was. carried on afterwards for feveral genera- 
tions by thd two nations, and ended at laft in the utter 
^^eftruiStion of the Perfian empire ; for, Darius, being in- 
faaaaed of the burning of Sardis, and beaTing that the 
Athenians had been concerned in that undertaking, deter- 
mined from that time to make war upon Greece : and, 
that he might never forget his refolution, be commanded 
one of his officers to cry every clay to him, with a loud 
voice, while he was at dinner, three times, “ Remember 
the Athenians In the burning of Sardis, the temple 
of Cybele, the chief goddefs of that country, accidentally 
taking fire, was entirely confumed. This accident ferved 
afteiwards as a pretence to the Perfians for burning all the 
temples of Greece *. But the true motive which led them 
to this outrage, we fhall have occafion to mention here- 
after. 

The lonians, though deferted by the Athenians, and 
confiderably weakened by their late overthrow, did not 
lofe courage, but purfued their point with great refolu- 
lion. Their fleet failed to the HelleTpont and the Propon- 
tis, where they reduced the city of Byzantium, and moft 
of the other Greek cities on thofe coafts. As they were 
failing back they made a defeent on Caria, and obliged 
the inhabitants to join them in this war; the people of 
Cyprus likewife entered into the fame confederacy, and 
openly revolted from the Perfians. 7'he Perfian generals 
in thofe quarter?, finding that the revolt began to be uni- 
verfal, drew together what troops they had in Cilicia, and 
the neighbouring provinces; and, at the fame time, en- 
joined the Phoenicians to affift them with their whole naval 
power. The lonians, as they were failing to Cyprus, fell 
in with the Phcenician fleet, attacked and difperfed them. 
But at the fame time the Perfian troops that were landed 
in Cyprus, having gained a complete vi£It)ry over the 
rebels, and killed in the engagement Ariftagoras himfelf^ 
the leading man and firft author of the revolt, the loifi- 

> Idcin, Ibidi cap. 105, 
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reaped ho advantage from their viftory by fea j for the 
whole ifland of Cyprus was again brought under fubjec« 
jeftion ^ . 

After the redu£Hon of Cyprus, Daurlfes, Hymeesi'^rhl 
OtaneSj three Perfian generals, and all fons-in-la^jf to Da- 
rius, having divided their forces into threetodies, march- 
ed three diffcrent'ways againft the revolters : Daurifes held 
his courfe to the Hellefpont, and from thence, after pof- 
ieffing himfelf of the revolted cities, marched^ againft the 
Carians, whom he overthrew in two fuccellive battles ; 
but in a third, being drawn into an ambufeade, he^jua^s 
flain, with feveral other Perfians of diftinftion, and his 
wh43ile. army cut in pieces. Hymees, after having taken 
the city of Cius in Myfia, reduced all the Ilian coaftj but, 
falling Tick at Troas, died foon after. Artaphernes and 
Otanes, with the reft of the Perfian generals, finding that 
Miletus was the centre ef the Ionian confederacy, refolved 
to march thither with all their forces, concluding that, if 
they could carry that city, all the others would fubmit of 
their own accord. Purfuant to this refolution they enter- 
ed Ionia, and jSIolia, where the flrength of the enemy 
lay, and took Cleomena in Ionia, and Cyma in .^olia j 
which fuccefs was fuch a blow to the whole confederacy, 
that their leader, not finding himfelf in a condition, after 
that lofs, to make head againft the Perfians, refolved to 
abandon Miletus, and confult his own fafety, by retiring 
to feme diftant place. Accordingly he embarked with fuen 
as were willing to follow him, and fet fail for the river 
Stiymon in Thrace, where he feized on the territory of 
Myreinus, which had been formerly given by Darius to 
Hyftiseus i but, as he was befieging a place fituated be- 

J ond thofe limits, he was killed by the Thracians, and all 
h army cut in pieces. On his departure from Miletus, 
he left the government in the hands of Pythagoras, an 
eminent citizen; whyp, being informed that Artaphernes 
and Qtancs defigned to bend all their force againft Mile- 
tus, fummoned a general afiembly of the loniaiis. In this 
meeting it was agreed that they fliould n^t attempt to 
bring an army into the field, .but only to fc^rtify and ftcre 
their city with all manner of proviGons for a fiege, and 
draw all their forces eogetber to engage the Perfians 
fea, thinking themfebres, on account of their Ikill in ma- 
ritime affairs, moft likely to have the advantage in a na- 
val engagement The place appointed for their general 

^ Herodot. lib. v. cap. ipB— 116, 
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rendezvous was Lada, a fraall ifland, over-agalull 
^diletus 5 where accordingly they met iirith a fleet of three 
and fifty-three fail. At the fight of this fleet, 
rerfians, though double their number, avoided en- 
gaging, until by their emiflarics they had fccretly cor- 
rupted the greatSft part of the confederates; and perfuad- 
ed them to defert the common caufe. When they came ta> 
battle, the Samians, Lefbians, and feveral others, hoift- 
ing fail, returned to their refpedive countries. As the 
^remaining fleet of the confederates did not confift of 
a hundred Ihips, they were quickly overpowered 
"Yy the Perfians, and almoft entirely deftroyed. The city 
if Miletus was immediately befieged both by fea and land, 
And foon taken by the conquerors, who razed it to the 
Aground, the fixth year after the revolt of Ariftagoras. 
All the iRier towns that had revolted, returned either by 
force or of their own accord to their duty. Thofe that 
ftood out were treated as they bad been threatened before- 
hand. The handfomeft of their youths were made 
eunuchs, and their young women fent into Perfia: their 
cities and temples were reduced to aflies. Such were ihe 
calamities the lonians drew upon thcmfeJvcs by feconding 
the ambitious views of two enterprifing men, Ariftagoras 
and Hyftiasus ^ 

The latter had his (hare in the general calamity ; for, 
being taken by the Perfians, and carried to Sardis, he was 
immediately crucified by order of Artaphernes, whohaf- 
tened his execution, without confulting Darius, left his 
afteftion for him fhould incline him to pardon one, who, 
if he were again let loofe, would not fail to create new 
difturbances. It afterwards appeared ' that Artaphernes 
conjecture was well grounded; for when Hyftixus’s head 
was brought to Darius, lie expreflTed great difpleafure 
againft the authors of his death, and caufed his head to be 
honourably interred, as the remains of a perfon to whom 
be profefled infinite obligation That Greek was the 
moft bold, reftlefsi and enterprifing genius of his age \ 
with him all means were good and lawful that fenred to 
promote the end^hchadin view; for he acknowleged no 
other rule of his actions than bis Own intereft and ambi- 
tion, to which he readily facrificed the good of his coun- 
try, and the lives of his neareft relations. 

c Herodot. lib. v. cap. iii ft ftq. and Ub# vj, cap« iS^ 

|odot. libt vii cap. 19, 30. 
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The Phosnidaa^^ having reduced all the iflands on 
eoaft of Aha, Darius recalled all his other general^ 
and appointed Mardoniua, the fon of Gobryas, a young' 
Perfian nobleman, who had lately hiarried one dT Ws 
daughters, to be commander’ in chief of all the forces 
quartered on the coafU of Aha, ordering him to invade 
Greece, and revenge on the Athenians and Erctrians, 
the burning of Sardis. Mardonius, having alTembled his 
forces at the Hellefpont, marched, purfuant io his orders, 
through Thrace into Macedonia, ordering his fleet firft tcL 
reduce Thafus, and thento coaft along the fhore, as hemajHh- 
ed by land, that they might be at hand to aft in concert'^ 
with each other. On his arrival ip Macedonia, all the cohn'^ 
try, terrified at the arrival of fuch a mighty army, fubmit- 
ted; but the fleet, in doubling the cape of mount Athos, in 
order to gain the coafts of Macedonia, was entirely Mperfed 
by a violent ftorrri, which deflroyed upwards of three 
hundred (hips, and twenty thoufand men. His land army* 
met at the fame time with a misfortune no lefs fatal ; for, 
being encamped in a place not fudiciently fecured and 
fortified, the Bryges, a people of Thrace, attacking bini 
in the night, broke into the camp, flew a great number of 
his men, and wounded Mardonius himfelf, who, being 
difabled by thefe lofles to profecutc his defign either by fea 
ox land, marched back into Afia, without reaping any ad- 
vantage for his mailer, or glory to himfelf, in this expe- 
dition 

Darius, hearing of the ill fuccefs of Mardonius, and 
aferibing it to his want of experience, thought fit to rccal 
him, and appoint two other generals in his room, Dates a 
Mede,^ and Artaphtrnes his own nephew, the fon of Ar- 
taphernes the king’s brother, and late governor of Sardis. 
But, before he would make any farther attempts on Greece, 
he judged it expedient firft to found the Greeks, and try 
liow thofe different ftates flood affefted to, or were averfe 
from the Perfian government. With this view, he fent 
heralds to all their cities to demand earth and water, in 
token of fubnaiffioa : on the arrival of thefe heralds, many 
of the Greek cities, dreading the power e^f the Perfians, 
complied with their demands j as did alfo the inhabitants 
of (i^^ina, a fmall ifland over-againft, and not far from 
Athene; but at Athens and Sparta they did not meet 
with fo favourable a reception, being, in one place thrown 
into a deep ditch, and in the other into a well, and bid to 

Herodot. lib. vii cap._43"'45' 
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fetch earth and water from thence. The Athenians and 
Spartans a£tcd thus in the heat of paflton ; but ^i'hen they 
^ajTie to a cooler temper, they were afliamed of what they 
irad done, looking upon it as a violation of the law of na« 
tions; ajd acCordi^ljr fent ambaiTadOrs tO the king of 
Perfia at Sufa, to oflfer him fatisfaftionfor the affeont they 
had put upon his heralds. But Darius, declaring himfclf 
fully fatisfied with that embaify, fent the ambalTadors back 
to their, refpfeaive countries, though thofe of Sparta vo- 
'jjfintary offered themfelves as viftims, to eipiate the crime 
ynjBiirh their countrymen had been guilty of ^ 
f Darius, being entirely bent upon the reduftion of 
^reece, haftened the departure of his generals, Datis and 
r Artaphernes. Their inflruftions were to plunder the 

cities of Eretria and Athens, to bum down to the ground 
all their houfes and temples, to make all the inhabitants 
of both places Haves, and fend them to Darius •, for 
which purpofe they went provided with a great number of 
chains and fetters. The two generals, having appointed 
their fleet to meet at Samos, fet fail from thence with fix 
hundred fliips, and five hundred thoufand men ftcering 
their courfe to Naxus ; which iflartd they eafily made Saxus ta* 
themfelves mafters of, and, having burnt the chief city, ken by tie 
and all the temples of this and the other iflands in thofe 
feas, they flood direftly for Eretria, a town in Euboea, 
which they took after a fiege of feven days, by the trca- 1858, 
chery of Euphorbus and Philagrus, two principal cihzens. Ante Chr, 
Having taken Eretria, pillaged the city, fet fire to the 
temples, in revenge for thofe that had been burnt at Sar ■ ^ 

dis, and inflaved the inhabitants, purfuant to their orders, f,gtraye<i tw 
they failed to Attica, Hippias the fon of Pififlratus, who, t/it Per- 
as we have faid above, had fled to the Perfians, conduft- 
ed them after they had landed, to the plains of Marathon. 

Hence they fent neralds to Athens, acquainting the citi- 
zens with the fate of Eretria, in hopes that this news 
would frighten them into an immediate furrendcr. The 
Athenians had fent to Lacedxmon to defire fuccours againd 
the common enemy ; which the Lacedemonians granted : 
but they could not fet out till feme days after, on account 
of an ancient and fuperftitiouB cuflom, which obtained at 
Sparta, and did not allow them to begin a march before 
the full moon. Not one of their allies oflered to aflSlft 
them, fuch a terror had the Perfian army ilruck into the 

f Herodot. lib. vi. cap, 46—49. Se lib. vh. cap. 133. 
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cities of Greece. The inhabitants of PlaUea alone fiwv 
nifhed them with a thoufand men. In this extremity' thC'^ 
Athenians were obliged to arm their flaves^ contrary to. 
their pra£l:ice on all other occafions 
The Perfian army, commanded by Datis^ confided of 
jone hundred thoufand foot,, and ten thoufind horfe ; that 
of the Athenians, amounted, in the whole, but to ten 
thoufand men. It waft commanded by ten generals, one 
of which was Miltiades, whom we (hall have occafion to 
mention often in the hiftory of Greece. Thefe ten 
nerals were to have the command of the army, each^^x* 
one day in his turn. When the army was aiTembled, a"^’ 
difpute arofe among them, whether they fhould venture 
an engagement in the field, or only fortify and defend ' 
Trliiadii' the city. They were all for the latter opinion, except 
-ayertfo^ Miltiadcs, who declared that the only way to raife t^ 
courage of their own troops, and ftrike terror into the 
enemy, was to advance boldly and attack them with in- 
trepidity. Ariftides, convinced by the l^eech of Mil- 
tiades, embraced his opinion, and brought over to it fame 
of the other commanders. Callimachus likewife, who 
had been very fanguine at firft againft fuch a ra(h enter- 
prize, at length agreed with Miltiades;^ and arefolution was 
tviken to engage the enemy in the open field. All the 
commanders, who were for venturing a battle,, when their 
turn came to command the army, yielded that honour to 
Miltiades, all fentiments of jealoufy giving way to the 
public good •, but, though he accepted the command, he 
would not hazard an engagement before his own day. As 
foon as that came, he endeavoured, by the advantage of 
tire ground, to make up what he wanted in ftrength and 
'iif battli number. He drew up his army at the foot of a moun- 
tain, that the enemy might not furround him and fall 
upon his rear. He covered his flanks with large trees, 
which he caufed to be cut down for thatpurpofe, and in 
order to render the Perfian cavalry ufelefs, The Athe- 
nian forces were fo drawn up, that they were equal in 
front to the Perfians ; but, becaufe they had not a fuffi- 
cient number of men in the centre, ^that part was 
cxircmcly weak, the main ftrength of the army con- 
fifting in the wings. All things being thus difpofed, and 
the facrifice, according to the cuftom of the Greeks, per- 
formed, Miltiades, without waiting the motions of the 
Perfians, ordered the fignal for the battle to be given 


^ Herodot. lib. vi. cap- 94-*' 9> 


when 





T^e UifioTy of the Perfians. 

when the Athenians fell npnn the cncfny with fuch cou- 
rage and refolutiort, as can hardly be expreffed. The 
Perfians, feeing the Athenians adrance, imputed their 
Conduft to folly and defpair, as they were not only 
few in wumberj out entirely dellitute of horfe, and, with- 
out ftirring, prepared themfelves to receive the cficmy. 
After a long and obftinate fight, the Perfians and Sac* 
broke the centre of the Athenians, having made their 
greateft efforts againft that part. Tlie centre was com- 
Wnanded by Ariftidcs and Themiftocles, who, with great 

g epidity, made head againft the whole Pcrfian army, 
being born down by numbers, and quite overpower- 
they were obliged to give ground. But the Athe- 
nians and Plataeans, who were in the two wings, having 
defeated thofe of the enemy, came up to the relief 
of their centre, juft as they Were betaking themfelves to ft 
precipitate flight, after having rnaintained a running^-fight 
for fome hours. At their arrival the fcale was quickly 
turned ; for, attacking the enemy in flank, they foon put 
them in diforder, and obliged them, with great flaughter, 
to fly to their fleet, whither they purfued them, took fe- 
ven of their fhips, and burnt a great many more ^ In 
this aftion, feveral Athenians of diftinftion were flain, 
and amongft others, Callimachus and Stafileus, two of 
the chief commanders, with only two hundred private 
men ; whereas the Perlians left, even according to Hero* 
dotus, who makes it much lefs than any other author^ 
above fix thoufand dead on the field of battle-, befides a 
great many more who were killed in the flight ; burnt ill 
their Ihips, and drou-ned in the fea, as they attempted to 
fave themfelves on board iheir veflels (I). Hlppias was 

kiUed 

i Herodot. lib. vi. cap. loi— 117. Juftin. lib. ii. eap.^< VaK 
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The whole Perfian army, ac- 
cording to Valerius Maximus, 
confifted of three hundred 
thoufand men. Plutarch feem 
|o have been of the fame* 1^- 
^on. Juftin and Orofiui uijr, 
that they werd' in all fa bun- 
dled thoufand ineiu Emiliua 
Probua veHiM us, that thqr were 
La one 


Perjtani 
dtjtatid hf 
the Athtm 
nians^ 


HippU 

flam* 
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kille<l iti the battle^ that ungrateful cidzeni who/ in dr« 
der to recover the unjuft dominion ufurped by his father 
Plfiftratus, had put himfelf at the head of thofe who were 
come with a defign to reduce to alhes that city to which her 
owed his birth Immediately after the battle, an Athenian 
foldier, ftained all over with Wood, haftened to Athens, 
to acquaint his fellow-citizens with the good fuccefs of 
their army at Marathon. When he arrived at the public 
palace, where the magiftrates were affembled, he was fo 
ipent, that, having uttered thefe words, Rejoice, re-. , 
joice, the viftory is ours !” he fell down dead at th^L- 
feet K The Perfians were fo fure of the vidlory, that"^- 
they had brought marble along with them to Marathon, 
in order to ereiS a trophy. This marble the Athenians 
feized, and caufed a ftatue to be formed of it, by the fa- 
mous Phidias, in honour of the goddefs Nemefis, whofe 
province it was to punifh unjuft aftions 
Thiir di‘ After this defeat, the Perfian fleets inftead of failing 
fin againfl the iflands, in order to return to Afia,* doubled the 
Athens Cape of Sunium, with a defign to furprife Athens before 
frufiraud, the return of the army : but, the Athenian troops being 
apprized of their defign, decamped from the plains of 
Marathon, and marched with fucfa expedition, that they 


^ Juilin. lib. ii. cap. a. 
p. 347. » Paulan* lib, i. 

one hundred tboufand foot, 
and ten thoufand horfe. Of 
the Athenians there were ten 
thouland, and a thoufand Pla- 
taeans, fay Juftin and Orofius ; 
but Probus alTures us, that the 
.Athenians, with their auxili- 
aries, were in all but one thou- 
land. This ever-memorable 
riftory was gained, if we be- 
lieve PJutarcb, upon the fixth 
day of Boedomion, the third 
month in the Attic calendar, 
after the fummer folfiice, Pha- 
nippuB being at that time prae- 
tor at Athens; that is, in the 
third year of ihe feventy-fe- 
cond Olympiad, four years be- 
fore the death of Darius, as 
wc read in Severus Sulpidus, 


1 Plutarch, de Glor. Athen, 

p. 6x. 

and ten years before Xerxes 
paflTcd over into Greece, as 
Thucydides informs us. Moft 
authors tell us, that Hippias 
was flain in this battle ; but 
Suidas fays, that be efcaped, 
and died afterwards in the ifle 
of Lemnos. Themifiocles, 
who became afterwards fo fa- 
mous, on this occafion firH 
entered the fchool of war. We 
cannot omit, in this place, the 
glorious behaviour of one Ce- 
negyrus, an Athenian foldier, 
who, having firft his right and 
then his left hand cut off, 
while he was endeavouring to 
prevent one of the enemies 
fhipB from putting off, took 
hold of it at M with his teeth. 


arrived 
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arrived at Athens before the enemies fleet i and by that 
expedition, difappointed their meafures 

Datis and Artaphernes arriving in Afia, that they 
might feem to have rea^d fome advantage from this ex- 
peditioi^ fent the Eretrian captives to Sufa. Darius had 
exprelTed greaf indignation againft the Eretrians before 
the reduftion of their city, and charged them with the 
guilt of beginning the war ; but feeing they were now 
his prifoners, and entirely in his power, he tieated him 
’W'ith more lenity than was expefted^ and gave them a vil- 
in the country of Ciflia, to inhabit, which was but a 
*^ay’s journey from Sufa Here Apollonius Tyaneus p 
I found their defeendents, a great mapy ages after. 
f As foon as the day of the full moon was over, the La- 
cedaemonians began their march with two thoufand men, 
and arrived in three days on th& confines of Attica, hav- 
ing marched in fofliort a time one thoufand two hundred 
ftadia ^ ; fuch was their eagernefs to be prefent at the 
battle : but a filly and ridiculous fuperftition prevented 
their having a fhare in the moft glorious aftion recorded 
in hiftory; for the battle was fought the day before they 
arrived; however, they proceeded to Marathon, where 
they found the field covered with dead bodies ; and, hav- 
ing. congratulated the Athenians on their fuccefs, they 
returned home ^ 

Darius, upon the news of the unfuccefsful return of 
his army, was fo far from being difeouraged by fuch a 
difafter, that he added the deftat at Marathon to the im 

burning of Sardis, as a new motive, fpurring him on to ptrfon, 
purfue the war with redoubled vigour. He therefore re- 
folved to head the army in perfon ; and ifliied orders to 
all hisfubjefts, in the feveral provinces of the empire, to 
attend him in this expedition : but, after he hsid fpent 
three years in making the neceflary preparations, a new 
war broke out, occafioned by the revolt of Egypt. This 
gave him no fmall uneafinefs ; however, as he was wholly 
bent on his expedition againft Greece, he refolvcd not to riuj. 
lay that afide, but, at the fame time, to fend part of his 
forces to reduce Egypt, and with the reft, to march in perfon 
againfthis old enemies the Greeks. But, when he had pre- Tht cvniejt 
pared all things for thefe two expeditions, a great con reft 
arofe between his fons, concerning the fucceflion ; for, ac- 

n Herodot. lib. vi, cap. ii5. ® Idem ibid. cap. ii^. 

P Philollrat. in Vita Apollonii, lib. L cap. a 17. a Ifocr. in 

Paneg. p. 113* Mbid. p. 113. 
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cofdifl^ to an ancient cuftom among the Ferfians^ the 
king was obliged, before he fet out on any expedition, to 
name his fucceflbr : a cuftom wifely eftablilhed, to pre- 
vent the many inconvenicncies that attend an unfettiedT 
fucceflion. DaHus thought himfelf the more obliged to 
• comply with this cuftom, he was already advanced in 

years, add two of his fons feemed to have a juft claim to 
the crown, upon his demife. He had three fons by the 
daughter of Gobryas, hia firft wife, all born before he 
came to the crown j and four more by Atofla, the daugh-^ 
ter#f Cyrus, ail born after his acceffion to the throilif^^ 
of the firft, Artabazanes was the cldeft; of the latter, ' 
Xerxes ■, and thefe two were competitors for the fuccef- 
fion. Artabazanes, or, as Juftin calls him, Artamenes, 
urged, that he was the eldeft fon ; and. therefore, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of all nations, ought to be preferred 
in the fucceflion to the younger, On the other hand, 
Xerxes alleged, that he was the fon of Atoffa, daughter 
of Cyrus, who had founded the Perfian monarchy j and 
claimed the kingdom in right of his mother j it being 
more agreeable to juftice, faidhe, that the crown of Cy- 
rus (hould devolve upon a defeendent of Cyrus, than upon 
one who was npt, Darius had not yet declared in favour 
of eitker, when Damaratus, king of Sparta, being expelled 
by his fubjeftSj arrived at Sufa ; and hearing of this dif- 
pute, fecredy fuggefted to Xerxes another argument to 
fupport his prcteniions *, namely, that he was bom after 
his father was inverted with the royal dignity ; whereas 
Artabazanes was only the fon of Darius, a private man; 
to him therefore the crown belonged, as the king^s eldeft 
fon, and not to Artabazanes the eldeft fon of Darius. 
He farther fupported his argument by the example of the 
Lacedemonians, who excluded from the crown, the chil- 
dren that were born before their father’s acceflion, if they 
had any to fucceed, born uftcr their advancement to the 
t Thcfc reafons appeared fo juft to Darius, that he 

name * declared Xerxes heir apparent to the crown. 

Darwdiefi fucceflion b^ing thus fettled, and all things ready 

* both for the Egyptian and Grecian expedition, Darius 
died in the fecond year of the revolt of Egypt, after hav- 
ing reigned thirty-fix years f. This prince was endowed 
with many excellent qualities ; his wifdom, clemency, and 
juftice arc; greatly commended by the ancients. He had 

» Hefodol. lib. vii. cap, 4^ Juftin. lib, ii. cap. lo, Plutarch, 
in Artii. ^ Apopbthegni, 

the 
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the honour to have his name recorded in Holy Writ^ as 
a favourer of God’s people, a reftorcrof the temple, and 
a promoter of the true worfliip at Jerufalem. His kind- 
’‘hefs towards the Ifraeliteswas rewarded with a numerous 
iffue, aHong rejign, and great profperity; for though the 
Scythian and Grecian expeditions proved unfucccfsful, 
yet he was fortunate in all his other undertakings, having 
not only reftored, and entirely fettled the empire of Cyrus, 
which had been very much ihaken by the impolitic go- 
'\ernmervt of Cambyfes, and ufurpation of Smerdis, but 
4Bro added many great and rich provinces to that prince’s 
conquefls ; namely, India, Thrace, Mace<^ia, and the 
ifles of the Ionian fca. 

Xerxes fucceeding his father, employed the firft year 
-i«f his reign injcarrying-«ti th^i^reparations for the reduc- 
tion of Egypt, which his father had begun. He con- 
firmed, upon his firft acceflion to the crown, all the pri- 
vileges granted by his father to the Jews, and particularly 
that which affigned them the tribute of Samaria, for fur- 
fiifliing them vidlims to be offered in the temple 

In the fecond year of his reign he marched againft the 
Egyptians, and, having reduiied the rebels, and brought 
the country to a worfe condition of flavery than what they 
had felt under his prcdeceflbrs, he appointed his brother 
Achsemenes governor of that province, and returned to 
Sufa. Elated with this fuccefs againft the Egyptians, he 
determined to invade Greece 5 but before he engaged in 
an enterprize of that importai^ce, he thought fit to aftem- 
ble his council, and take the advice of the moil illuftrious 
perfons of his court. When they were afleanbled, he laid 
before them the defign l>e had of invading Greece, and 
acquainted them with the motives that prompted him to 
that expedition. Mardonius, the fame perfon who had 
been fo unfucccfsful in the rcigji of Darius, hoping that 
the command of the army would be beftowed upon him, 
not only approved of the king s determination, but extolled 
him above all the kiiig« that Sad preceded him, and endea- 
voured tofet forth the indifpenfable ncccfEty they all lay 
under of revenging the diftionour done the Perfian name 
at Sardis and. Marathon. The reft of the council per- 
ceiving that the flattering difeourfe of Mardonius plcafed 
the king, durft not venture to contradift him, but all 
kept filencc for fome time.. At laft Artabanus, the king’s 
uncle, a prince venerable both for his age and prudence, 
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addreffmg Xeryesj ufed »ll his endeavours to divert him 
from his prcfent refolution \ and, at the fame time, re- 
proached Mardonius with want of Cncerity, and (hewed 
how much he was to blame for defiring raflily to engage- 
the nation in a war, which nothing but his own ambitious 
and felf-intercfted views cnuld tempt him to advife. He 
concluded in thefe words ; If a war be refolved upon, 
let the king remain in Perfia, and our children be depofited 
in his hands ; then go on with your expedition, attended 
by the heft forces you can chufe, and in what numbers 
you think fit. If the iflue be favourable, I am'wilJingdk:;;^ 
forfeit my own life, and the lives of my children ; but if, 
on the contrary, the event be fuch as I have foretold, then 
Jet your children fuffer death, and you alfo, if ever you 
return.*' Artabanus expreflcd^Jiis fentiments in very 
refpeftful and inotfenfive <trms \ Tiut nevcrthelefs Xerxes 
was extremely chagrined, and replied with indignation, 
that if Artabanus were not his uncle, he fliould fufFer 
that moment the due punifhment for fuch an audacious 
declaration; and commanded him to ftay at home among 
the women, whom he too much refembled, while he, 
his fovereign, would march, at the head of his troops, 
where his duty and glory called him. However, when 
the firft emotion of his anger was paft, he owned that 
he had been to blame for treating his uncle with fuch 
harfh language ; and w^as not alhamed to repair his fault, 
by openly confefRng, that the heat of his youth, and 
want of experience, had made him trefpafs againft the 
regard that was due to a prince fo worthy of refpedt as 
Artabanus At the fame time he declared, that he was 
ready to follow his advice, and lay afide the defign of in- 
vading Greece, notwithftanding a phantom had appeared 
to him the night before in his fleep, and warmly exhorted 
him to undejtake the war. All the Perfians, who com- 
pofed the council, were overjoyed to hear the king fpeak 
in that manner ; and proftrating themfelves before him, 
vied with each other in extolling the prudence of his con- 
du£l. But he did not long continue in that mind; nay, 
Artabanus himfelf, the only man who had- openly difap- 
proved the expedition, whether frightened by a dream, 
or dreading the king's difpleafure, became a moft fan- 
guine and zealous promoter of the war 

Xerxes being now refolved to attack Greece, that he 
might omit nothing that could contribute to the fuccefs of 
his undertaking, entered into an alliance with the Car- 

* Herodoti lib. vii, cap. S— la* y Ihid. cap. 17, iS, Sr fe(y|. 

thaii'inJ:5iTH!. 



^he Hiftory of the Per/taHS, 


tfaaginians, who were, at that time, tbe molt powerful 
people of the Weft, whereby it was agreed, that while 
the Perflans invaded Greece, the Carthaginians Ihould fall 
* upon the Greek colonics in Sicily and Italy, that thereby 
they might be diverted from amfting each other. The 
Carthaginians Appointed Hamilcar their general, who not 
only auembled what forces he could raife in Africa, but, 
with the money fent him by Xerxes, hired a great many 
mercenaries in Spain, Gaul, and Italy ; fo that his army 
xionfifted of three hundred thoufand men, beGdes a pfb- 
jwrtionable number of Ihips for tranfporting his forces, and 
^he neceffary proviGons Thus Xerxes fet out from Sufa, 
y to enter upon this war, in the Gfth year of his reign, 
f after having fpent three years in making vaft preparations 
^irougbout all the jjmjinces of his extenfive empire. 
From Sufa Ketnarcheoto SarMs, which was the place 
appointed for the general rendezvous of all his land forces, 
while his navy advanced along the coafts of AGa Minor 
towards the Hellefpont. 

Two works Xerxes commanded to be performed before 
he came to the fea-Gde ; one was a paflage to be cut 
through Mount Athos. This mountain reaches a great 
way into the fea, in the form of apenlnfula, and is joined 
to the land by an ifthmus twelve furlongs over. The fea, 
in this place, is very tempeftuous, and the PerGan fle«t 
had formerly fuffered flhpwreck in doubling this promon- 
tory. To prevent the like difafter, Xerxes caufed a paf- 
fage to be cut through the mountain, broad enough to 
let two gallies with three banks of oars each, pafs in front. 
By thefe means he fevered from the continent, the cities 
of Dion, Olophyxus, Acrothoon, Thyfus, and Cleonc, 
Our author obferves, that Xerxes undertook this cntcr- 
prize only out of oftentation, and to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his name, Gnce he might, with far lefs trouble, 
have caufed his fleet to be conveyed over the ifthmus, as 
was the praftlce in thofe days * (K). 

He 


% Diod. Sicuh lib. xl. p. i. 

(K) This prince, believing 
that the very elements were 
under his command, wrote to 
Mount Athos in the following 
terms : “ Athos, thou proud 
and afpiring mountain, that 
lifteft up thy head to the very 
1 advife thee not to be 


» Herodot, lib. vii. cap. is— 14- 

fo audacious as to put rocki 
and ilones in the way of my 
workmen. If thou makeft that 
oppoGtion, I will cut thoc en- 
tirely down, and throw thee 
headloDg into the fea.'^ Our 
modem travellers teU us that 
they can perceive no traces oC 
thii 
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He lifccwlfe commanded a bridge of boats to be laid 
over the Hcllefpont, for the pafTage of hi^ troops from 
Afia into Europe. The fca, which feparates Seftos from 
Abydus, where the bridge was built, is feven furlongs 
over. The work was carried on with great expedition by 
the Fhoeiiicians and Egyptians^ who had no fooner finifhed 
it, but a violent ftorm arifing, broke it in pieces, and dif- 
perfed, or dafhed againft the (horc, the vcflels of which it 
was compofed ; which difafter, when Xerxes heard, he 
fell into mch a violent tranfport of anger, that he com- 
manded three hundred ftripes to be inflifted on the 
and a pair of fetters to be thrown into It, enjoining thofe 
who were entrufled with the execution of his orders, to 
pronounce thefe words : “ Thou fait and bitter element, 
thy matter has condemn^ theS"“t? this punifhment foT> 
offending hirn without came; and is refolved to pafs over 
thee, in fpite of thy billows and infolent refiftance.’* The 
extravagant folly and madnefs of this prince did not flop 
here ; he commanded the heads of thofe who had the 
direftion of the work, to be ftruck off**. 

In their room he appointed more experienced architeCls 
to build two other bridges, one for the army, the other 
for the beafts of burden and the baggage. When the 
whole work was completed, and the veifels which formed 
the bridges fecure againft the violence of the winds, and 
current of the water, Xerxes departed from Sardis, where 
he had wintered, and direfted his march to Abydus. 
When he arrived at that city, he defired to fee all his 
forces together; and to that end, afeending a ftately edi- 
fice of white ftbne, which the Abydenians had built, on 
purpofe to receive him in a manner fui table to his great- 
nefs, he had a free profpeft to the coaft, feeing, at one 
view, both his fleet and land forces. The feawas covered 
with his ftiips, and the large plains of Abydus with his 
troops, quite down to the Ihore. While he was furveying 
the vaft extent of his power, and deeming himfelf the 
moil happy of mortals, his joy being all on a fudden 
turned into grief, he burft out into a flood of tears ; 
^hich Artabanus perceiving, alked him wTiat had made 
]^im» in a few moments, pafs from an excefs of joy to fo 
gitatgjicf. The king replied, that, confidering the Ihort- 

^ Herodot. lib. vii, cap. 34-*36. 

this great work ; and moft of Pcfforatus Athos, 5:qiiicquid 
them arc of Juvenal's opinioli, Grecia mendax 

exprefled in thefe words ; ^det m hiftoria,** ^ 

^ ‘ nefa 
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nefs of human life, he could not refrain from Ihedding 
tears •, for, of ail thcfe numbers of men, not one (faid 
he) will be alive a hundred years hence/' Artabanus, 
‘who neglcftcd no opportunity of infilling into the young 
prince'sffiind fentiments of kindncfs towards h4s people, 
finding him touched with b fenfc of tendernefs and hu- 
manity, endeavoured to make him fcnfible of the obliga- 
tion that is incumbent upon princes, to alleviate tbc for- 
rows, and fweeten the bittemefs which the Jives of their 
'"^ubjefts are liable to, fince his not in their power to pro- 
feag them. In the fame converfation, Xerxes alked his 
uncle whether, if he had not feen the vifion, which made 
/him change his mind, he would Hill perfift in the fame 
^ opinion, and dilTuade him from making war upon Greece, 
^^^^.rtaianus fiiy rely o^a fiiied, that he uill had his fears, 
and was ver^ uneafy concernin^two things, the fea and 
the land ; the fea, becaufe there were no ports capable of 
receiving and fheltering fuch a fleet, if a ftorm fiiould arife \ 
the land, becaufe no country could maintain fo numerous 
an army. The king was very fenfible of the ftrength of 
his reafoning j but as it was now too late to recede, he 
made anfwer, that in great enterprizes, men ought not 
to enter into fo nice a difeuffion of all the inconveniences 
that may attend them ; that bold and daring undertakings^ 
though fubjeft to many evils and dangers, are preferable 
to Lnaftion, however fafe ; that great fuccefles are no 
otherwife to be obtained than by venturing boldly ; and 
that, if his predeceflbrs had obferved fuch fcrupulous and 
timorous rules of politics, the Perfian empire would 
never have attained to fo high a degree of glory and gran- 
deur®, 

All things being now in readinefs, and a day appointed 
for paffing over the army, as foon as the firft rays of the 
fun began to appear, all forts of perfumes were burnt 
upon the bridge, and the way ftrewed with myrtle. At 
the fame time, Xerxes, pouring a libation into the fea 
out of a golden cup, and addrefling the fun, ipiplorcdthe 
affiftance of that deity, begging that he might meet with 
no impedimeift fo great as to hinder him from qarrying 
his conquering arms to the utmpft limits of Europe. ITiis 
prayer being preferred, he threw the cup into the Hcllef- 
pont, with a golden bowl and a Perfian feimiter; and 
the foot and horfe began to pafs over that bridge, which 
was next to the Euxinc, while the carriages and bcalls 
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of burden pafled over the other, which tras placed next 
the ^gean Sea. The bridges were boarded and covered 
over with earth, having rails on each fide, that the horfca 
and cattle might nOt be frightened at the fight of the 
fea. The army fpent feven days and feven nighty, in pair- 
ing over, though they marched day and 'night without 
intermiflion. At the fame time, the fleet advanced to the 
coafts of Europe. After the whole army was paflTed, 
Xerxes advanced with his land forces through the Thra- 
cian Cherfonefua to Dorifeus, a city at the mouth of the 
river Hebrus, in Thrace: but the fleet fleered a quit- 
different courfe, ftanding to the weflward for the Pro- 
montory of Sarpedon, where they were commanded to 
attend farther orders. Xerxes having encamped in the 
large plains or Dorifeus, and them convenient 

for receiving and numbeffhg histrbops, aifp^tched or- 
ders to his admirals, to bring the fleet to the adjacent 
fliore, that he might take an account both of his fea and 
Tki num- land forces. His land army, upon the mufler, was found 
her 0/ his to confift of one million and feven hundred thoufand foot, 
hndand fourfcore thoufand horfe ; which, together with twenty 
jia jgree:. men, that condufted the camels, and took care 

of the baggage, amounted to one million, eight hundred 
thoufand. His fleet confifled of twelve hundred and feven 
large (hips, and three thoufand gallies and tranfports ; on 
board all thefe vdfcls there were found to be five hundred 
and fevcntccn thoufand fix hundred and ten men So 
that the whole number of fea and land forces, which 
Xerxes led out of Afia to invade Greece, amounted to 
two millions three hundred and feventeen thoufand fix 
hundred and ten men. Our author tells us, that on his pair- 
ing the Hellefpqnt, to enter Europe, an inhabitant of that 
country cried out : O Jupiter, why art tho.u come to 
deftroy Greece, in the fhape of a Pcrfian, and under the 
name of Xerxes, with all mankind following thee ; where- 
as thy own power is fufficient to do this, without their 
affiftance ?” After Xerxes had entered Europe, the na- 
tions on this fide the Hellefppn^, that fubmitted to him, 
added to his land-forces three hundred thoufand more, 
and two hundred and twenty fhips to his fleet, on board 
of which were twenty-four thoufand men. The whole 
number of his forces, when he arrived at Thermopylae, 
was two millions fix hundred and forty-one thoufand fix 
hundred and toi^ men, without including fervants, eu- 


nuchS| 


* Herodot lib.vih cap. 69, 7 »j 
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nucIiSf womeh) futlers, and other people of that fort^ 
who were computed to equal the number of the forces \ 
fo that the whole multitude of perfons that followed 
Xerxes in this expedition, amounted to five millions two 
hundrecl ^nd eighty-three thoufand two hundred and 
twenty Ambng thefe millions of men, there was not 
one that could vie with Xerxes in comelinefs or fiature, 
or that feemed more worthy of that great empire ^ But 
this is a poor commendation, when unaccompanied with 
other virtues. Accordingly Juftin, after he has men- 
t^ned the number of his troops, emphatically concludes, 

but this vaft body wanted a head.'* Befides the fub- 
ordinate generals of each nation, who commanded the 
troops of their refpeftive countries, the whole army was 
und ^r the com jna"^ pprfian prenprnis ^ yiz. Mar- 

”"donius7 tHSTRmoftJoDryas iTSiatatoechmes, the fon of 
Artabanus ; Smerdones, the fon of Otanes (the two lat- 
ter were coufins to Xerxes) ; Mafiftes, the fon of Darius 
by Atofla ; Gergys, the fon of Ariazus 5 and Megabyfus, 
the fon of the celebrated Zopyrus. The ten thoufand 
Perfians, who were called the Immortal Band, obeyed no 
other commander but Hydarnes. The fleet was com- 
manded by four Perfian admirals; and the cavalry had 
alfo their particular generals and commanders. 

Xerxes having thus numbered his fea and land forces 
at Dorifeus, marched from thence through Thrace, Ma- 
cedon, and Theflaly, towards Attica, ordering his fleet 
to follow l\im along the coaft, and to regulate their mo- 
tions according to thofe of the army. Wherever he 
came, he found provifions prepared beforehand, purfuant 
to the orders he had fent ; and each city was obliged to 
entertain him. Hence a citizen of Abdera, after his de-^ 
parture, obferved, that his countrymen might thank the 
gods for Xerxes' moderation, in being fatis&d with one 
meal a day s. 

In the mean time, Lacedaemon and Athens, the two 
moft powerful cities of Greece, againft which Xerxes 
was moft exafp^aced, having had intelligence of the ene- 
mies preparations and motions, fent ambalTadors to Ar- 
gos, Sicily, Corcyra, and Crete, to defire fuccjours, and 
conclude a league againft the common enemv. The peo- 
ple of Argos offered a very confiderable numoer of troopSi 

e Hei odot. ubi fupra, f Herodot, lib. vii« cap. i?7. 

I Herodot, lib, vii. cap, ixo. 
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on obndit'toh they fhould have an equal ihare with the La- 
ced2einonian5 in th^ command. The latter confented, 
that the king of Argos fhould have the fame authoritjr as 
either of the kings of Sparta ; but this offer did not fatisfy 
the Argians, who thereupon ordered the ambaflrdors to 
depart the territories of Argos before fun-i'et. From Ar- 
gos they proceeded to Sicily, where Gelo, the moft pow- 
^ul prince in all the Greek colonics, offered to affift them 
with a very numerous army, and a mighty fleet, provided 
they would appoint him commander in chief of all their 
forces both by fea and land. This propofal was rejefte:* 
by the Athenian ambaffadors, who told him, that they " 
did not want a general, but an army ; and, without prelT-^ 
ing him any farther, departed. The inhabitants of Cor- 
cyra, now Corfu, immediat^y^Mt to fe^^ith a 
fixty (hips, but advanced^To farther than 'fKe^ coafts of^ 
Laconia, where they waited the iffue of an engagement, 
defigning to fide afterwards with the conquerors. The 
people of Crete, having confulted the oracle, to know 
what refolution they fhould take on this occafion, abfo- 
Forfaktn lutely rcfufed to enter into the league. Thus were the 

iymlthe Lacedaemonians and Athenians abandoned by all their 

countrymen, except the Thefpians and Platseans, who 
fent ftnall bodies to their affiftance. The firft ftep they 
took in fo critical a conjunfture, was to put an end to all 
ifitefline divifions and difeords ; and accordingly a peace 
was concluded between the Athenians and the people of 
Egina, who were aftually at war with each other. In the 
next place they appointed a general, the Athenians choof- 
ing Themiflocles, and the Spartans conferring the fu- 
preme command of their forces upon Leonidas, one of 
their kings. The only thing that now remained, was to 
determine in what place they fhould meet the Ferfians, 
in order to dilipule their entrance into Greece. After va- 
rious propofals and difpuies, it was refolved, that they 
fhould fend a body of four thoufand men to Thermopy- 
lae, which 16 a narrow pafs, twenty-five feet broad, be- 
tween the mountains that divide Theffa^ from Greece, 
and the only way through which the Ferfians could enter 
Tkermopy* Achaia, and advance by land to Athens. The command 
U defend- af thisTmall body wa6 given to Leonidas, a prince of ex- 
edhy Lro- traordinaty courage, who accordingly marched with all 
poflible cipeditlon to his poft, determined either to flop 
the innumetablc army of Xerxes with that handful of 
incn, or die in the attempt, Siich was alfo the refolu- 

lion 
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tion of the three hundred Spartans, who attended him, 
and had been all chofen by himfelf 

In the mean time Xerxes advancing near the Streights, 
was ftrangely furprifed to find, that the Greeks were re- 
folved tj difpute his pafl'age ; for he had always flattered 
himfelf, that on his approach, they would betake them- 
felves to flight, and not attempt p oppofe his innumer- 
able forces with fo fmall a body, their whole army con- 
fiding of but eleven thoufand two hundred men, and of 
tjiefe fcarce four thoufand were employed to defend the 
nafs. He fent out a fcout on horfeback to view their 
numbers, and difeover how they were encamped. Thia 
officer brought back word, that the Lacedaemonians were 
fome performing their military exercifes, and others ad- 
j uding their hair ; for t^r cu dom was (as Damaratus 
' (L), who WaH'^LuSll' fir'the"'1P^fian camp informed the 
king) to comb and adjud their hair, when they were de- 
termined to expofe their lives to the greated dangers. 
However Xerxes, entertaining dill fome hopes of their 
flight, waited four days, without undertaking any thing, 
on purpofe to give them time to retreat. During this in- 
terval, he ufed his utmod endeavours to gain and corrupt 
Leonidas, promifing to make him mader of all Greece, 
if he would come over to his party. His offers being re- 
jefted by that public-fpirited prince with contempt and 
indignation, he ordered him, by an herald to deliver up 
his arms. Leonidas, in a dyle, and with a fpirit, truly 
laconic, anfwered in a few words, Come thyfelf and His mhU 
take them K'* Xerxesj enraged at this reply, commanded 

Xerxts* 

ii Ilerodot. lib. vii. cap. — 163. i Plutarch in Lacon. 

Apopb. p. za5. 

(L) Damaratus was one of was b great efleem at thePer- 
the two kings of Sparta, who, flan court ; but neither the in- 
belng banlffied by the adverfe jullice of the Spartan citizens, 
party, had fought refuge at nor the kind treatment of the 
the Perfian court, where he Perlian king could make biin 
was enrerralned with the great- forget his country. He no 
eft r^arks of honour and dif- fooner knew that Xerxea dc- 
tinidioti. As the^courtiers were figned to invade Greece, than 
one day exprelfing their fur- he fecretly acquainted the 
prize, that a king fliould fgffer Greeks with hia refolution ; 
himfelf to be banillied, Dama- and on all occafions fpoke hU 
ratus told them, that at Spaffiii fentiments with a noble fir^ 
la the laws were more powerful dom and dignity (i), 
than the king. This prince 

(i) Plutarch, in Apoph. Lacon. p. aio. 
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th^Medes and CiiBans to go and bring them in fetters** 
Medes, not able to Hand the fliock of the Greeks, 
Ibon betook themfelves to flight, and ifaewed, as our au- 
thor obferves, that Xerxes had man^ men, but fevkr foU 
diets. In their room, Hydapes was ordered to jidvance 
with that body, which was^ called Immbrtal, and con- 
fifted of ten thoufand chofen men \ but when they came 
to clofe with the Greeks, they fucceeded fio better than 
the Medes and Ciflians, being obliged to retirb with great 
lofs. Next day the Perfians, reflefting on the fmall 
number of their enemies, and fuppofing fo many of them 
to be wounded, that they could not poflibly maintain a 
fecond refolved to make another attempt ; but 

could not by any efforts make the Greeks give way : on 
the contrary, they were thgfflj glves g^lt to a fha mefu l 
flight. The valour of di^t^reeCjTXertertffeif, On This ^ 
occafion, in fuch an extraordinary manner, that Xerxes 
is fald to have leaped three times from his throne, ap- 
prehending the entire deftruftion of his army 

Having loft all hopes of forcing his way through troops 
that were determined to conquer, or die, he was extremely 
perplexed and doubtful what meafures he (hould take in 
this pofture of affairs, when one Epialtes, the fon of 
Eurydemus, in expedlation of a great reward, came to 
him, and difeovered^ fecret paffage to the top of the hill, 
which overlooked and commanded the Spartan forces. 
The king imniediately ordered Hydarnes thither, with his 
fcleft body of ten thoufand Perfians ; who, marching all 
night, at break of day arrived and poffeffed themfelves of 
that advantageous poft. The Phoegeans, who defended 
this pafs, being overpowered by the enemy^s numbers, re- 
tired with precipitation to the very top of the mountain, 
prepared to die gallantly. But, Hydarnes, neglefting to 
purfue them, marched down the mountain with all pofli- 
ble expedition, in order to attack thofe who defended the 
ftraights in the rear. Leonidas, being now apprifed that 
it was impoffible to withftand the enemy, obliged the reft 
of his allies to retire j but (laid himfelf with the Thefpi- 
ans, Thebans, and three hundred Lacedgentonians, all re- 
folved to die with their leader, who> being told by the ora- 
ek, that either Sparta .(hould be deftroyed, or the king 
lofe his life, determined, without the lea(l hefitation, to 
fecrificc himfelf for his country. The Thebans, indeed, 


k Hsrodot. lib. viii. cap, Died, Sicul. p. 6 , Ctefias in 
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remained agalnft their inclination, beifig defamed %y 
nidas as hoftages ; for th^y were f<tipe£feed to frv^r the 
Perfians. The Thefpians, with their leadcf^Dcm^hiUis^ 
could not, by any means, be prevailed upon to al^ndoa 
Leonidas, and the Spartans. The augur who 

had foretold thfe event of this entcrpri2re, bfia^ prefled by 
Leonidas to retire, fent home his only fon, but remained 
himfelf, and died by Leonidas. Thofc who ftald diJ 
not indulge* themfelvcs with any hopes of conquering, or 
efcaping, but looked upon Thcrlnopylae as their grave ; 
and when Leonidas, exhorting them to take fame nou- 
rilhment, faid, that they fhould all fup together with 
Pluto, with one accord fet up a ihout of joy, as if they 
had been invited to a banquet ^ 

Xej ^ es. after l^ v in pr^ia^^ out a libation at the rifing 
of tHe'fiun,''"Bl?^n ro in wJ^h the whole body of his 
army, as he had been advifed by Epialtes. Upon their 
approach, Leonidas advanced to the broadeft part of the 
paflage, and fell upon the enemy with fuch undaunted Leonida^i 
courage and refolution, that the Perfian officers were 
obliged to ftand behind the divifions they commanded, in 
order to prevent the flight of their men, who, not being i, 

able to ftand fo violent a ihock, would, without that pre- 
caution, have immediately turned their backs. Great 
numbers of the enemy, falling into the fea, were drowned \ 
others were trampled under foot by their own men, and 
a great many killed by the Greeks ; who, knowing that 
the5t.could not avoid 'death upon the.arrivd of thofe who 
were advancing to fall upon their rear, exerted their ut- 
m oft efforts. In this a^ion fell the brave Leonidas; anddtotK 
when Abrocomes, and Hyperanthus, two of the brothers 
of Xerxes, advanced, with great refolution, to feize his 
body, and carry it m triumph to Xerxtes. But the Lace- TheLac§m 
daemonians, more eager to defetid it than their own lives, 
repulfed the enemy four times, killed both the brothers 
of Xerxes, with many other commanders of diftinftioTl, jin^ular 
and refeued the body of their beloved general out of the •yalour^ 
enemy’s hands. But in the mean time, the army that was 
led by the the treacherous Epialtes, advancing to attack 
their rear, they retired to the narrowed part of tfcc paft, 
and drawing all together, except the Thebans, pofted 
themfelvcs on a rifing ground. In this place they made 
bead againft thePerfians, who poured in upon them on 


iHeroJot. lib. vii. cap. 113— **5, &,feq. 
Ctefias, ubi fupra, cap. 14. 
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fides, tiH at lefigth^ not vanquiflied, but oppreiTed and 
ovfewhclmed by numbers, they all fell, except one who 
cfcaped to Sparta, where he was treated as a coward, and 
traitor to bis country, every ojre avoiding his- company, 
and giving him the ignominious nick-name of Ariftode- 
mus fhe nui?-away (M) i but not long after, he made a 
glorious reparation of his fault in the battle of Plat^ea, 
where he diftinguiftied himfelf in an extraordinary man^ 
ner. Thofc who (ignalized themfclves moil among the 
Lacedemonians were Alpheus and Maron, both fons of. 
Ofifiphantus ; among the Thefpians, Dithyrambu^, but 
above all, Leonidas and Dieneecs, Dieneces was a Spar- 
tan, and diftinguiftied himfelf on this occafion above all 
his countrymen, the king excepted. When a Trachinian 
told him, before the battle^h^a^ ^be Jijgiy of the Barba - 
rians was fo numerous, fliat, with oiie,fligW“'6f fheir ar-^ 
rows, they would hide the fun, he anfwered, without be^ 
traying the leaft fear, that he was glad to hear it, becaufe 
he liked to fight in the {hade. Xerxes, enraged at Leoni- 
das to the laft degree for daring to oppofc him, caufed his 
head to be ftruck off, and his body to be put upon a crofs \ 
which barbarous treatment redounded more to his own 
ignominy, than to the diflionour of that great hero™. 
Some time after, a magnificent monument was erefted at 
Thermopylae, in honour of thofe brave defenders of 
Greece^ with two Infcriptions ; one general, and relating 
tp all thofe who died on this occafion, importing that the 
Greeks of Pcloponnefus, to the number only of four thou- 

A Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 138. 
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were obliged for fome time to 
fight the Perlians in 

conjunction with the other 
Greeks. J^’ they no fooncr 
favv the Perlians defeending the 
hill to attack them in the rear, 
than they , abandoned the reft 
of their allies, and approach- 
ing the Perfians with their 
arms ftr^hedouc, told them, 
thgt they^ bad b^n the firft 
among Greeks to prefen t 


them with earth and water, 
and that they were come to 
Therraopyla againft their will, 
and no ways guilty of the lofa 
they had fuflained. Thus the 
Thebans faved their lives, 
though the enemies killed ma- 
ny of them as they advanced 
to furrenderthemfelves. Many 
others were, by command of 
Xerxes, branded with the royal 
mark, as flaves, and among 
thefi? was Leontides, their ge- 
neral (3), 


( 3 ) Herodot. lib. vii, cap. ai9“*33* 
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land, made head agajnd the Perfian army, conlifting of 
three millions i„the other related to the Spartans in par- 
ticular, and was tompofed by the poet Simonides, to this 
purport; Go, paffenger, and acquaint the Spartans, 
that wg died here in obedience to their juft com- 
mands/' At thefe tombs a funeral oration was yearly 
pronounced in honour of the dead ‘heroes, and public 
game's were performed with great folemnity, wherein 
none but Hie Lacedaemonians and Thefplans had any 
(liare, to (hew that they alone were concerned in the glc- 
, rious defence of Thermopylae 

Xerxes, on this occafion, loft twenty thoufand men; 
and being fenfible that fo great ^ lofs was capable of 
alarming and difeouraging his friends, he caufed all thofe 
that were killed* except 3 J ^^ oufand. whofe bodies he left 
pTi^'atel^TBftt'ried ; and then proceeded 
in his. march through Boeotia 10 Attica, where he arrived 
four months after he had pafled the Hellefpont. 

The very fame day on which happened the glorious 
aftion at Thermopylae, the two fleets engaged at Artemi- 
fium, a promontory of Eubcea. That of the Greeks con- 
fifted of two hundred and feventy-one fall ; but the Per- 
fian fleet was far more numerous, though they had loft, a 
few days before, in a violent ftorm, which continued four 
days, above four hundred fhips. Notwithftanding this 
lofs, they fent two hundred fail round the ifland of Euboea, 
to encompafs the Grecian fleet, that none of their {hips 
might efcape. The Greeks having intelligence of this 
defign, fet fail in the night, in order to attack them by 
day-break. But having mifled this fquadron, they ad- 
vanced to Aphetac, where the w'hole Perfian fleet lay ; and, 
after feveral encounters, in which the Athenians gained 
confiderable advantages, they came to a general engage- 
ment, w^hich was very obftinate, and the fuccefs pretty 
equal : however, th^ Greeks found it peceflTary, their (hips 
having fufi^ered a great deal, to retire to feme fafer place 
to rent ; and accordingly fteered their courfe to the 
Streights of Salamis, a imall ifland over againft Attica. 
Though the engagement at Artemifium did not bring 
matters to an abfolute decifion, yet it Contributed greatly 
to encourage the Athenians, who were now convinced, 
that the enemies, notwithftanding their great number, 
w'cre not invincible 

n Herod ot* lib, vii. cap. *38, & ftq. ® Ibid. lib. viii. 
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As Xerxes entered Attica, the Athenians, not being m 
a condition to make head againft fo powerful an army^ 
were prevailed upon by Themillocles to put all the citi- 
zens on board the fleet, to fecure their wives and children 
in Salamis, AEgina, and Troezene, and to abandon the 
city of Athens, which they were no ways in a condition 
to defend. The Perfians arriving in the neighbouidiood 
of Athens, wafted the whole country with lire and fword. 
A detachment was fent to plunder the temple of Apollo 
at Delphos, which was exceeding rich, by offerings and 
donatives fent thither from all parts of the Eaft. The 
main body of the army arriving at Athens, found it de- 
ferted by all its inhabitants, except a final I number of ci- 
tizens, who literally interpreting Apollo’s oracle, that 

Athens fhouldbe faved 

that place with boards and palifadoes. They defended 
thcmfelves with incredible courage and refolution ; and^ 
at lafi:, as they would hearken to no terms of accommo- 
dation whatever, were all cut in pieces. Xerxes burnt 
the city, and all its temples to the ground ; and immedi- 
ately difpatched a meflenger to Sufa, with an account of 
his fuccefs to his uncle Artabanus, in whofe hands he had 
left the government In his abfence p. 

In the mean time the Grecian fleet being reinforced by 
a great many Ihips, which joined them from feveral parts 
of Greece, to the number of three hundred fail, Eury- 
biades, commander in chief of all the naval forces, fum- 
moned a council, in order to confult about the meafures 
that feemed moft proper in the prefent ftate of affairs. 
In , this council a great debate arofe among the com- 
manders ; feme, and among thefe Eurybiades, were for re- 
tiring to the Ifthmus of Corinth, that they might be nearer 
the army which guarded that pafs, under the command of 
Cleombrotus, the brother of Leonidas. Others, at the 
head of whom wai Themillocles, who commanded the 
Athenian fleet, were for remaining at Salamis, the mod ad- 
vantageous place they could chufe, to engage the numerous 
fle® of the enemies: for in the Streights of Salamis the 
Pe? lians could not, by reafon of the narrovv^nefs of the fea, 
extend their line beyond that of the Greeks, and, confe- 
ijuentlyi would be obliged to fight upon equal terms, 
without reaping any advantage from their numbers. After 
many warm difputes, Eurybiades, with all the other com- 
manders, came over to tlic opinion of Themiftocles, fear- 

P Herodot. lib, vUi. cap. 51 — 53 t 
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ing that the Athenians, wbofe fhips made up abgvc one 
half of the fleet, would feparate from the allies, if they 
abandoned that poft, as Themiftocles in his fpeech had 
infinuated. It was therefore unanimoufly refolved, that, 
in the Sireights of Salamis, they fliould wait for the Per- 
fian fleet, and tRere engage "J. 

A council of war was likewife held on the fide of the 
Perfians, in order to determine whether they fliould ha- 
zard an engagement or not. All the commanders were 
for engaging, becaufe they knew this advice to be moft 
agreeable to the king’s inclination. Queen Artemifia was 
the only perfon that oppofed this refolution. She was 
<]ueen of Halicarnaflus, and followed Xerxes in this war 
with five fliips, the befli equipped of any in the fleet, ex- 
cej)t^thofe of ^q ^idonpsi<»^ This princefs diftinguiflied 
herfeil^^CflT 'Slt'o^aiions, by her fingular courage, and ftill 
more by her prudence and conduft \ for, our author ob- 
ferves, that there was not one who gave Xerxes fo good 
advice as this heroine. She reprefented in the council of 
war we are fpeaking of, the dangerous confequences of 
engaging a people that were far more expert in maritime 
affairs than the Perfians, alleging, that the lofs of a battle 
at fea would be attended with the ruin of their army y 
whereas, by fpinning out the war, and advancing into the 
heart of Greece, they would create jealoufies and divifions 
among their enemies, who would feparate from one an- 
other, in order to defend each of them their own country 
and that the king might, almofl: without ftriking a blow, 
make himfelf mailer of Greece ^ This advice, though 
very prudent, was not followed, but an engagement re- 
folved upon. Xerxes, in order to encourage his men 
with his prefence, caufed a throne to be erefled on the 
top of an emineuce, whence he might fafely behold 
whatever happened, having feveral feribes about him, to 
write down the names of fuch as fliould fignalize them- 
felvcs againlt the enemy. The approach of the- Per- 
lian fleet, with the ncM'^s, that a Urong detachment from 
the army was marching againft Cleombrotus, who <^0^- 
ed the Ifthmue, ftruck fuch a terror Into the Pelop^iie- 
lians, that they could not, by any intreaties, be prevailed 
upon to flay any longer at Salamis. Being therefore de- 
termined to put to fea, and fail to the Ifthmus, The- 
miftocles privately difpatched a trufty friend to the Per- 
fian commanders, informing them oi the intended flight, 

s Herodot. lib. viii. cap. 4.5. 57* 65* ' ibid. cap. 61 . 
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and exhorting them to fend part of their fleet round the 
ifland, in order to prei'ent their efcape. The fame mef- 
fenger aflured Xerxes, that Themiftocks, who fent hint 
that advice, defigned to join the Perfians, as foon as the 
battle flioukl begin, with all the Athenian fhip^. The 
king giving credit to all he faid, immediately caufed a 
ftrong fquadron to fail round the ifland in the night, in 
order to cut off the enemy’s flight. Early ne.xt morning, 
as the Peloponnefians were preparing to fet fail, they 
found themfelves encompafled on all hands by the Perfian 
fleet ; and were therefore obliged to remain in the 
Streights of Salamis, and expofe themfelves to the fame 
dangers' with their allies \ The Grecian fleet confifled 
of three hundred and eighty fall, that of the Perfians, of 
two thoufand and 1 1 p>r a r H s a V 0 i d e 
engagement till a certain^wind, M^hich rofe reguTaily every 
day at the fame time, and was entirely contrary to the 
enemy, began to blow. As foon as he found lumfelf fa- 
voured by this breeze, he gave the flgnal for battle. The 
Perfians knowing that they fought under their king’s eye, 
advanced with great refblution ; but the wind blowing 
direftly in their faces, and the largenefs and number of 
their (hips embarrafling them, in a place fo ftreight and 
TAf Per^ narrbw^, their courage foon abated : the Greeks obferving 
h efforts, that, in a fhort time 

ilg^%ek’s breaking into the Perfian fleet, they entirely difordered 
A^temijia's them, fome flying towards Phalerus, where their ^my 
bra'veryt lay encamped, others faving themfelves in the harbours of 
and nar- the neighbouring iflands. The lonians were the firft that 
ro^ifeape, {jg^ook themfelves to flight*. But queen Artemifia dif- 
tinguifhtd borfelf above all the rell, her fliips being the 
laft that fled ; a circumllance which Xerxes obferving, 
cried out, that the men behaved like women, and the 
women with the courage and intrepidity of men. The 
Athenians -were fo incenfed againft her, that they offered 
a reward pf ten thoufand drachmas to any one that fliould 
take her alive ; but fhe, notwithftanding all their efforts, got 
cli||itof the (hips that purfued her, and arrived fafe on 
thSoift of Afia In this engagement, "which was one 
of the mod memorable aftions we find recorded in hiftory, 
the Grecians loll forty fliips, and the Perfians two hun- 
dred, befidcs a great many more that weie taken, with all 
the men and ammunition they contained. Many of their 

•fferadot. lib. vfii, cap. 74.-76. t Idem ibid, cap, 83—85, 

llbitT cap. 86^88, Sc 9^. Juftin. lib* ii. cap. la* 

alltes, 



Hijtory of the Perfianu 

ailies, dreading the king^s cruelty, made the bell of their 
way to their refpeftivc countries, Xerxes, being under 
no fmall apprehenfion, left the cottqucrors Ihould fail to 
the Hellefpont, and there obftrudl his return, left Mar- 
donius iji Greece, with an army of three hundred thou- 
fand men, and marched with the reii towards Thrace, in 
order to crofe the Hellefpont, As no provifionshad been 
previoufly prepared, his army underwent great hardlhips 
during the 'whole march, which hailed forty-five days. 
The foldiers were obliged to live upon herbs, and even 
the bark, and leaves of trees ; which occafionod innu- 
m^^rable diftempers, that fwept off the greater part of 
them. The king, finding that his army was not in a 
condition to purfue the march fo expeditioufly as he de- 
Cred, advanced with a fmgll retinue, leaving the reft be- 
hind i ^bu^*’«rh€<rnl;-a*irived -^t ^he Hellefpont, he found 
the bridge broken down by the violence of the ftorms; 
and was reduced to the necelHty of crofting over in a filh- 
ing-boat. Frofn the Hellefpont he continued his flight 
to Sardis, where he took up his quarters for the enfuing 
year. 

The firft care of the Athenians, after the battle, was to 
fend the firft fruits of their vi£lory to Delphos, where 
they enriched the temple with the fpoils of thofe by 
whom it had been lately pillaged. Their next refolution 
was, to reward thofe who had fignalized themfclves above 
the reft. It was a cuftom in Greece, that, after an en- 
gagement, the commaiiiUng (pflSc^rs Ihould declare who, in 
their opinion, had moll diftinguifhed them&lvcis, during 
the conflitft, by writing down the names of the perfon 
that deferved the firft, and of him who deferved the fc- 
cond prize. On this occafionj each captain, being ambi- 
tious of that honour, wrote down his own naipe in the 
firft place, aird, in the fecond, the name 6f Themiftoclcs ; 
fo that this laft w;as Juftly deemed to have deferved the 
preference to all. And accordingly he was dillinguilhed 
with honours, vvhich to that time had never been be- 
ftowed upon any other, as we Ih all have occafion to relate 
in the hiftory pf Greece ^ ^ ^ 

About the fame time that die aflions of Thermopylae 
and Salamis happened, the formidable army of the Car- 
thaginians, confining of three hundred thoufand mcil, 
was entirely defeated by Gelo, king of Syracufe. 

On Xerxes’ departure out of Greece, Mardonius, hav- 
ing paired the winter in Tbplftly and Macedoniai marched 

^ Herodot, lib. viii. cap. lai, isj. 
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early in the ipring intq Boeoda : from thence be fent 
AlexandcTi king of Macodoni with very adrantageoua 
offers to the pro]^ of Athens, in order to detach them 
from the common alliance. The offers he made were to 
rebuild, at the' king’s charges, their city, and whatever 
other ediiiceB hid been demoUihed the year before in At- 
tica ; to fuffer them to live according to their own laws ; 
to reinflate them in all their former poffeffions *, and to 
add to them whatever other lands they (huuld defire. 
Alexander, as being their ancient friend, exhorted them, 
in his own name, to lay hold of fo favourable an op- 
portunity of refettling tneir affairs, reprefendng, that 
they were not in a condition to withftand fo powerful 
an enemy. But the Athenians could not be prevailed 
upon, by any means, to def^^the intereft of Greece. 
Mardonius therefore m arp h gllwi lh ' nrt l ' s 'iiv m y - ir r At- 
tica, wafting and deftroying whatever he found in his 
way. The Athenians, not being in a condition to with- 
ftand fuch a torrent, retired to Saiamis, Angina, and Irae- 
zene ; and the fecond time abandoned their city. Mar- 
donius entered Athens, and demolifhed whatever had 
cfcaped the Perfians the preceding year y. In the mean 
time, tht Joint forces of Greece being drawn together on 
the Ifthmiis of Corinth, Mardonlus thought fit to march 
back into Bocotia; for that being an open and level country, 
was more ftt for him to engage in than Attica, which was 
rough, craggy, full of bills atm narrow palTes. On his re- 
turn into Bueotia, he encamped on the banks of the Afo- 
pus. The Gveeks followed him thither, under the com-* 
mand of Faufanias, king of Sparta, and of Ariftides, 
eommarider in chief of the Athenians. The Perfian 
army, according tp the computation of Herodotus, con- 
fifted of three hundred and fifty thoufand men ; accord- 
ing to Diodorus, of five hundr^ thoufand ; that of the 
Grecians did wot amount to one hundred and ten^ thou- 
fand. Mardonius, in order to try the courage of the 
Greeks, fent out his cavalry, in which the main ftrength 
of his ai*my confifted, to (kirmifti with the enemy. The 
Meprians, who were encamped on a plain, fuftained 
the firft onfet with great firmnefs ; but were forced 
to give way, being galled with the enemy’s arrows. 
As they were giving ground, a detachment of three 
hundred Athenians, with a fmall number of archers, 
advanced to tbttir relief. Mafiftiue, general of the Per- 
Can horfe, hi^y efteemed in Perfia, feeing them ad- 


y Herodot, lib. %lii. cap. Ii j, ii4> & hk. ix. cap. 3. 13. 14. .. 
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Vance in good order, commanded his cstvalry to fiiOe 
about, and attack them. The fhock was very violent, 
both parties endeavouring to ftew, by the idue of this en- 
counter, what might be the fuccefs of a general engage- 
ment. J?hevi£lory was a long time doubtful, but, at iaft, 
Mafiftius being* killed, the Perfians betook themfclvcs to 
flight. The death of Mafiftius was greatly lamented by 
the Perfians, who, to fliew their concern for the lofs of fo 
brave a commander, cut off their hair, and likewife the 
manes of their horfes, filling the camp with loud cries 
and lamentations After this encounter, the two armies 
continued for the fpacc of ten days furveylng each 
other. At laft Mardonius, who was of a fiery temper, 
impatient of farther delays, and feeing his provifions al- 
moft exhaufted, called a r^mcil of war, in order to deli- 
berate, ^ he tiiTr they 'iriould give»batcle, or retire till fuch 
time as they could be fupplied with frefh provifions. Ar- 
tabazus, a nobleman of great diftinftion and experience, 
was of opinion, that they fhould not hazard a battle, but 
retire under the walls of Thebes, where they would be in 
a condition to lay in ftores of provifion and forage. He 
alleged, that, by delaying, they might caft a damp upon the 
ardour of the enemies ; and, in the mean time, by fend- 
ing rich prefents to their leaders, prevail upon them to 
betray the common liberty, without hazarding a battle. 
The Thebans were of the fame opinion ; but that of 
Mardonius, who w^s for engaging, prevailed, none of the 
other commanders daring to contradift him *, and the re- 
fult of their deliberations was, that they fhould give battle 
next day. Alexander, king of Macedon, who in his heart 
favoured the Greeks, came fecrctly, about midnight, into 
their camp, and informed Ariflides of all thatpafled “. 

The Greek generals, upon this notice, ordered their 
officers lo prepare for fight. Before they engaged, Pau- 
fanias thought fit to change the order of battle, and place 
the Athenians, who were in the left wing, on the right, 
that they might be oppofed to the Medes and Perfians, 
whom they had formerly conquered at Marathon, while 
he with his Spartans, engaged the Thebans, and other 
Greeks, who ferved in the Ferfian army, and had been 
often routed by the Spartans, But Mardonius, upon the 
intelligence he had of this new dtfpofition, made the like 
change, which obHged the Greeks to return to thcii* 
former ftations, and the Perfians likew^ife ranged their 

* Idem ibid, cap. 43. 
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^rmy according to tfeeir firft difpoCtion. Thus did all that 
day pafs withoiit any a£lion. In the evening the Greeks 
held a council of wai, in which it was refolved that they 
fliould decamp, and retire to fome other place more con- 
veniently fituated for water. Night coming on, and the 
officers endeavouring, at the head of the bodies they com- 
manded, to make what hafte they could to the camp that 
was marked out for them, great confufion enfued, fome 
going one way and fome another, without obferving any 
order in their march. At laft they flopped near the littlp 
city of Plataea. Mardonius being informed that the Greeks 
were retired by night, drew up his army in battle-array, 
and purfued them with great fhouts, as if they were not 
to fight, but to flrip and plunder a flying enemy. He 
did not fail on this occafio^to infult Artabazus, re- 
proaching him with his co\^rdly'''pTtEtl^cev'ai>4-^ falfe 
notion he had conceived of the Lacedaemonians, who 
never fled, as he pretended, before the enemy. Having 
pafled the Afopus, he came up with the Lacedaemonians 
and Tegeans, who were feparated from the body of the 
army, to the number of fifty-three thoufand men. Pau- 
fanias finding himfelf thus attacked by the whole Perfian 
army, difpatcbed a melTenger to acquaint the Athenians, 
who had taken another route, with the danger he was in. 
The Athenians immediately put themfelves in motion to 
fuccour their diftreflTed allies ; but wxre attacked, and, to 
their great regret, prevented by thofe Greeks who Tided 
with the Pcrfians. ' The battle being thus fought in two 
places, the Spartans were the firft who broke into the very 
center of the Perfian army, and, after a moft obftinate re- 
finance, put them to flight. Mardonius, mounted on a 
white horfe, fignalizcd himfelf on this occafion, and, at 
the head of a thoufand chofen men, bravely oppofed the 
enemy ; but he falling, the whole Perfian army was eafily 
routed. Thofe Greeks, who had engaged the Athenians, 
retired with precipitation, leaving .the Athenians niafters 
of the field. The Perfians fled to their former camp, 
which they had fortified with an enclofuie of wood. The 
Lacedaemonians purfued them, but were i\ot able to force 
the entienchment, not being accuftomed to befiege towns, 
or ftorm fortified places. The Athenians, hearing the 
Perfians were thus ftmt up in their camp, left off purfuing 
the Greeks, and haftened to the^fliftance of the Lacedse- 
monlans, whom they fpund bufied in forcing the enemy’s 
camp with more labour than (kill: wherefore they took 
upon themfelves, that tafle, and foofi made 9 breach in the 
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wall, through which entering, together with the Lacedae-; 
monians, they made fuch a dreadful (laughter of the 
enemy, that of three hundred thoufand, fcarce three 
thoufand made their efcape. Artabazus, who from Mar- 
donius’f imprudent conduft, had forefeen the misfor- 
tune that befel them, after having diftinguifhcd him- 
felf in the engagement, made a timely retreat with the 
forty thoufand men he commanded ; and, being fafe 
arrived at Byzantium, from thence palTed over into Afia. 
During the wholv=; engagement the Spartans loft but 
ninety-one men, the Tegeans (ixteen, and the Athenians 
fifty-two When they came to determine who had be- 
haved with moft courage, they all gave judgment in favour 
of Ariftodemus, who was the only perfon that had faved 
himfelf at Therr^^pylae, who had now wiped off the 
blemifirof hi? former conduft Iry a moft glorious death. 
The fpoil was immenfe, confiding in vaft fums of money 
in gold and filver cups, veflhls, tables, bracelets, rich 
beds, and all forts of furniture, They gave the tenth of 
all to Paufanias, who behaved in a very extraordinary 
manner; and the others were rewarded, each according to 
his merit ^ Thus was Greece delivered, not only from 
theprefent, but all future invafions of the Perfians, who 
henceforward never croffed the Hellefpont. 

The fame day that this battle was fought at Plataea, 
the Grecian fleet gained as memorable a viftory at My- 
cale, a promontory in Afia, over the remainder of the 
Perfian navy : for, while the land-forces of Greece ren- 
dezvoufed on the Ifthmus of Corinth, their fleet met 
at ^5]glna, under the command of Leotychides the other 
king of Sparta, and Xantippus the Athenian. Thither 
ambaffadors came to their commanders from the lonians, 
inviting them into Afia, to deliver the Greek colonics 
from the Perfian yoke. On this invitation they imme- 
diately fet fail for Afia, fteering their courfe by Delos, 
where they were met by other ambaffadors from Samos, 
who brought them intelligence, that the Perfian fleet, 
which had wintered at Cuma, was then at Samos, where 
it might be eafrty deftroyed ; earneftly intreating them,_ at 
the fame time, not to negleft fo favourable an opportunity. 
In confequcnce of this advice they failed to Samos; but 
the Perfian fleet receiving timely notice of their defign, 
retired to Mycale, where the army lay encamped, confift- 
pf a hundred thoufand men, the remainder of thofc 

b Hcrodot, lib. ix. cap. 31—69. 
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Xanc^ had brought back out of Greece the year before* 
Here they drew their fliips afliore, and threw up an in- 
trenchment quite round, which they fortified M^ith palll- 
fatiocs, being determined to fuftain a fiegc. The Greeks 
arriving at Mycale, found all the enemy’s fhipsr within 
the circumvallation, and a numerous army Idifpofed along 
the qoafti however, they did not meet with the leaft op- 
pofi(tion in landing their men, and drawing them up in 
order of battle ; which, when they had done, they at- 
tacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that they obliged 
them to fly to their entrenchments, and purfued them fo 
ck>fe, that they entered the camp at the fame time. When 
the enemy faw their entrenchments forced, all the auxili- 
aries betook themfelves to flight ; but the Perfians, though 
reduced to afmall number, JJili contini^d to difpute the 
entrance of their camp againft the^reeksT M^rhwhilc 
the Lacedaemonians, who had taken a wider compafs, 
arriving with other troops •of the allies, the Perfians like- 
wife abandoned their poft, and fared themfelves by fly- 
ing to the pafles of the neighbouring mountains. Before 
the engagement they had appointed the Milefians to guard 
theCe pafles, that they might have a fafe retreat in cafe 
they were put to flight, and fure guides to conduft them 
through the mountains ; but they treacheroufly brought 
back, by other ways, to the enemy, fuch as fled to them, 
by which means a very fmall number efcaped the general 
flaughter of that day. The two Perfian generals, Mar- 
dontes and Tigranes, fell in the field, with many other 
eprnmanders of great diftindion. The Greeks, having 
made a prodigious havock of the enemy both in the ac- 
tion and ill the purfuit, fet fire to the Perfian fhips, burnt 
the whole camp, and faikd for Samos, loaded with an 
immenCe booty, confifting of feventy chefls of money, 
befides many other things of inefiimable value. Thus 
ended all tlie great defigns of Xerxes in a moft miferable 
dtfappointmeiit, a fmall number of thofe millions of men 
now remaining, with wdiieh the year before he had marched 
fo proudly over the Hellefpont, 

The battle of Plataea was fought in the** morning, and 
that of Mycale in the afternoon of the fame day ; and yet 
-all tb& Greek writers pretend, that the victory at Platxa 
was kfiown at Mycale before the engagement began there, 
though thefe two places were parted by the whole -ilgean, 
^ Afc^ of fevpral days fail. Bijt Diodorus Siculus tells us, that 
Leotychdes' Lcotychidcs, obferving his troops to be in great pain for 
jtfaia^m. countrymen at Pbtaoa, kft ^cy (hould be over- 
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powered by the numerous army of Mardonlus, in order tO' 
raife their fpirits and courage, caufed a report to be fpread 
in the army, that the Perfians were defeated at Platsea, 
though at that time he knew nothing of the matter 

Xerx 96 , upon the news of thefe two overthrows, left Xerxu* 
Sardis with precipitation, making all the haftc he could hofiyju^h 
towards Perfia, that he might get as far as poflible out of 
the reach of the conquering enemy. But, before he fet 
out, he gave orders, that all the temples of the Greek 
cities in Afia fhould be burnt and demolifhed ; and his Th Greek 
orders were fo far executed that notone was left ftaiiding temples dt^ 
except that of Diana at Ephefus ** (N). flroyedn 

The Grecian fleet, after the battle of Mycale, fleered 
their courfe firft to Samos, and thence to the Hellefpont, in 
order to poflefs themfclveiv of the bridges which Xerxes 
had caufed to'Tic laid over thofe ftreights; but, finding 
them broken by ftorms, Leotychides, with his Pelopon- 
nefian forces, failed home. Xantippus, with the Athe- 
nians, and his allies the lonians remaining there, made 
himfelf mafter of Siftus, and the whole Thracian Cher- Xantippus 
fonefus, where the army was enriched with an immenfe conv^s tht 
booty, which, on the approach of winter, they carried 
home to their rcfpe£live countries. Xantippus finding all 
the materials of the bridges at Cardia, whither they had 
been conveyed by order of Xerxes, carried them with him 
to Athens, where they were preferved for maiw years, as 
a monument of the many viftories which the Greeks had 
obtained in this war From this time the Ionian cities 
in Afia, fliaking off the Perfian yoke, recovered their 

c Diod. Sicul. lib. xi. p. a*. Strabo, lib. xiv, Curt, lib# 

vii# cap. 5. Solin. cap. ^o. ® Herodot. Jib. ix, cap, iiS, 119, 

izo, & Diod. Sicul. Jib. xi. ad ann. z. Olymp. 75# 

(N) We {hall not pretend to all idolatrous temples wherever 
determine whether Xerxes’ re- they came : and to keep Xerxes 
fentment, after fo many de-* flea dy in their parly, not only 
feats, prompted him to this feveral of the chief doctors of 
pieafure, or a Angular zeal for the magi, but Oftanes him- 
fhe^ftitution -of the magi, felf, who was then at the head 
in whofe religion he had been of <hc old feft, attended him 
thoroughly inftru£tcd by Zo- during the whole time of this 
roafler; for that religion ex- expedition: io that, if we 
preflitig a great deteflation of may credit Cicero, it. waa 
worlbipping God by images, their infligadon that all thofe 
its zeal^B were for deflroying temples were deftroyci (r). 

(1) Vide Cicero de Legibus, lib. ii. 
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ancient liberty, and maintained It as long as that empire 
fubfifted. 

Tlie Greeks, having fettled their affairs at honrie, re- 
folved to purfue the war, and drive the Perfians out of all 
the Greek cities in Afia and the neighbouring ^iflands. 
With this view they equipped a powerful fleet, which 
failing to Cyprus, under the command of Paufanias and 
Ariftides, expelled the Perfians from that ifland, and re- 
ftored the inhabitants to their ancient liberty ^ 

While Xerxes refided at Sardis, he conceived a violent 
paflTion for the wife of his brother Mafiftes, a prince of 
extraordinary merit, who had ferved the king with great 
zeal and fidelity. As flie was a woman of great virtue, 
and had a , Angular value for her hufband, fhe could, by 
no folicitations, be prevailed ^on to defile his bed. How- 
ever, the king, ftill flattering himfelf, thsrt, by heaping 
favours upon her, he might at laft conquer her virtue, 
married his eldeft fon Darius, whom he had appointed 
his fucceflbr to the crown, to Artaynta, this princefs’s 
daughter. As this was the greateft favour he could be- 
ftow on the mother, he expefted it would engage her to 
comply with his defires. 13ut Xerxes, finding her virtue 
proof againft all temptations, changed his inclinations 
for the mother, and fell paffionately in love with the 
daughter, who was now the wife of his own fon, and did 
not follow the glorious example of her mother’s firmnefs 
and virtue. While this intrigue was carrying on, Ha- 
meftris, wife to Xerxes, having wrought a very rich and 
curious mantle, prefented it to the king ; which he being 
wonderfully pleafed with, put on when he firft vifited his 
miftrefs. In the courfe of the converfation he defired her 
to afle a favour, binding himfelf with an oath to deny her 
nothing. Thus indulged, Artaynta defired him to give 
her the mantle. Xerxes forefeeing the bad confequences 
that would neceffarily attend his complying with her re- 
queft, did all that lay in hi% power to dilTuade her from 
infifting on her firft dernand. He offered her immenfe 
treafures, with cities and an army, to be folely at her dif- 
pofal } which was one of the greateft prefents thu che. 
Perfian kings could make. But, not being able to pre- 
vail upon her, and thinking himfelf bound by his impru- 
dent promife and raCh oath, he yielded to her importu- 
»ity, and gave her the mantle j which ll\e immediately 

r.DJod. Sicul, ad aan. 4, Olymp. 75. & Thucyd. lib. i, &.Plu- 
tircb. in Ariflide, 
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put on, and publicly wore, as a trophy of her power over 
the king. Hamcftris, being now confirmed in the fufpi- Hamf/HiU 
cion (he had entertained, was incenfed to thehighelt de- cruefy tf 
gree ; but, inftead of venting her rage againft the daugh- 
ter, whfi alone was faulty, refolved to be revenged on 
the innocent irfother, whom fhe looked upon as the au- ^ 
thor of the whole intrigue. For the better executing her 
defign, fhe waited the great feftival, which was annually 
celebrated bn the king’s birth-day j on which occafioH 
,y.erxes, according to the edabliflied cuftoin of the country, 
tifed to grant the queen whatever (lie demanded. This 
anniverfary being come, fhe afked, that the wife of hiir 
brother Mafiftes might be delivered into her hands. 

Xerxes, who apprehended the queen’s defign, was ftriick 
with horror at her demand^ both from regard to his bro- 
ther, and becaufe he knew, that^his wife was quite inno- 
cent ; he therefore at firll withftood her requefl ; but, be- 
ing at laft overcome by her follicitations, he confented 
with the utmoft reluftancej and, ordering his guards to 
feize the innocent princefs, delivered her into the hands 
of the revengeful and enraged Hameftris. This incenfed 
barbarian immediately caufed her breafts^ tongue, nofe, 
cars, and lips to be cut off, and thrown to the dogs be- 
fore her face ; and then fent her home in that miferable 
condition to her hufband. In the mean time Xerxes had 
fent for his brother, to prepare him for this melaiicholy 
and tragical adventure. He firft told him, that he mull 
part wi til his wife, and that he defigned to fupply her 
place with one of his own daughters But Mafiftes, who 
was pafTionately fond of his wife, could not be induced 
to divorce her, by any offers whatfoever. Xerxes then 
waxing warm, told him, that fince he refufed his daugh- 
ter, he fhould neither have her, nor his pwn wife ; and 
he was difmiffed with this inhuman reply. Mafiftes, Majifles 
from this preamble, apprehending fome great misfortune, tindkit 
made all the hafte he could bome> to fee what had paffed ^ 
during his abfence. On his arrival he found his wife in 
that deplorable condition we have deferibed. Being ex- byXerxtu 
MfCT^ted at this outrage, he immediately Iflembled all 
his family, fervants, and dependents, and fet out with all 
pofTible expedition for the province of Baflriana, of which 
he was governor, with full refolution to excite the Bac- 
trianSyto revolt, and revenge his caufe. But Xen^s 
hearing of his fudden departure, and fufpeffing his de« 
fign, fent a party of hgrfc after him j who, overtaking 
’ him, cut him in jiieces, with his wife, children, and aU 
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his retinue. There is another action no lefs cruel anJ 
impious related of Hameltris : fhe caufed fourteen chil- 
dren of the beft families in Perfia to be buried alive, as 
a fiicrifice to the infernal gods s. 

Upon the death of Mafilles, Xerxes appointed Hyftaf- 
pes, his own fecond Ton, to be governor' of Ik^lria ; an 
office, which obliging him to live at a tlillancc from 
court, gave his younger brother Artaxerxcs an opportu- 
nity of mounting the throne before him, as will be feen 
in its proper place. 

The Grecian fleet having driven the Pcrfians out of 
Cyprus, failed from the nce to the Hcllcfpo’it, and re- 
duced the city of Byzantium, where they teok fevcral 
prifoners of eminent note, and fome ne.iily related to 
Xerxes him felf ; but they were all treacheroudy rclcafed 
by Paufanias, who pret&ndc<l they had nu’fle their efcape, 
as we fliall relate more at length in the liHlniy of Greece. 
A few years after this event, the Atlico.ic:n fleet, under 
the command of Cimon, the fon of Miltic/les, look Klonc, 
on the river Strymon, and brought again un ku' fubjcdlion 
the iflands of Scyrus and Naxus, which had revoked 
Cimon encouraged with this fiiccefs, palled over to the 
coaft of Afia, and compelled the Perflans to abandon all 
the maritime cities of Caiia and Lycia. Then he failed 
in quell of their fleet; and finding it riding at anchor, 
at the mouth of the river Eurymedon, on tlie coall of Pam- 
phylia, while the army was encamped on the Ihore, he 
firll attacked thoTeet and then the army, overthrew both, 
and gained two viclories on the fame day, whereof the 
one was equal to the viiftory of Salamis, and the other to 
that ofPlat^ah Next year, Cimon drove the Perfans out 
of the T)»rafun Cherfonefus, fubduedthe ThraOdns, who 
had revoked the Athenians, and then, landing his 
army on ffiore of Thrace, feized on the gold 

mines on tbofecoafts, and reduced all that country as far 
as Macedon. 

Xerxes, being "Wholly difeouraged by a continual fc- 
rles of fhameful defeats, refigned all thoughts of w'a*- 
and conqueRs, and never afterwards fu'ffiered his nkps 
to appear in the Aegean Sea, or his forces. on its coafts. 
He gave himfclf entirely up to luxury and enfe, minding 
nothing but the gratifying his lulls and vicious inciina- 
tiona. This dilTblute manner of life drew upon jjim the 

P Herodot. lib. ix, cap, 107— ni. h Thucyd. lib. i. 1 DioJ. 
Sicul, lib. ii, Plutarch, in Cimone. .^mik Frob. in Cimone, 
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contempt and hatred of his fubjefls; which induced Ar- Artaba- 
tabanus, a native of Hyrcania, captain of his guards, who nus^strea- 
had long been his chief favourite, to confpire agaiiill his 
life. This nobleman prevailed upon Mithridates, one of 
the eunuchs of the palace, to engage in the confpiracy ; 
and, being by Ifim let into the king’s bed-chamber, mur- Yr. of FI. 
dercd him, in the twenty-flrfl year of his reign, while he (891. 
was aileep. He then went to Artaxerxes, the king’s third Ajirt Chr, 
fon, and chaVgcd Darius his elder brother with the murder, 
infinuating that an eager defire of afcending the throne had Xerpces 
prompted him to that execrable crime. He told him, at murdered, 
the fame time, that Darius defigned to cut him off next, 
in order to fecurc the crown to himfelf ; and tberefere 
he ought to guard againft all dangers. Artaxerxes, being 
then a very young man, raflily believed whatever Arta- 
baiius told him.; and, without fai;ther examination, went 
immediately to his brother’s apartment, and there being 
afTiftcd by Artabanus and his guards, murdered tliat Darius 
prince. The next heir was Hyllafpes, the fecond fon of murdered, 
Xerxes ; but, as he was then in Badtriana, of which pro- 
vince he was governor, Artabanus placed Artaxerxes on 
the throne, but with a defign to let him enjoy the fo- xerxes 
vereignty only till fuch time as he had formed a party mounts the 
ftrong enough to drive him from it, and feiz.e it for him- 
felf His great authority had gained him many depen- 
dents ; and befides, he had feven funs, who were all ro- 
bull, couri^geous, and raifed to the highell dignities of 
the empire. His confidence in thefe infpiied him with 
this defign; but, while he was hallening to put it in 
execution, Artaxerxes, being informed of the whole plot Artabanus 
by Megabyzus, who had married one of his lifters, coun- difcowed 
termineil his fcheme, and killed him, before his treafon and pul to 
was ripe for execution. His death fecured the pofieflion 
of the kingdom ‘ to Artaxerxes, who is faid to have been 
the handfomefl man of the age he lived in, and a prince 
of a very mild and generous difpofition. By the Greeks 
he is called Macrocheir, that is, Lon^-handedy on account of 
the more than ordinary length of his hands; but, in 
^?r«kpsiire, he bears the name of Ahafuerus, as well as 
that of Artaxerxes, and is the fame, who raifed Eflher to 
be his queen. 

Having, by the death of Artabanus, removed one dan- Arta- 
^erous competitor, he had ftill two great obflacles in his xerxesLon* 

gimanus, 

^ Diod. Sicid. lib. xi. p. 53. 1 Idem ibid. p. 52. Cte- 

' fias, cap. X, Judin, lib. iii. cap. i. 
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way, viz. his brother Hyftafpcs in Daibria, md the party 
of Artabanus at home, ^hidh gilTC him the firft trouble. 
Artabanus, as we have hinted abort, had feven fons, and 
many partifans, who immediately aflemWed, in order to 
revenge his death, A Moody conflidl enfued, -in which 
many Perfians of diftinfliott fell on bofti fides. But at 
length Artaxerxes having prevailed, put to death all thofe 
who were privy to the plot; thofe efpecially who had 
'any concern in the murder of hia father, were puniflied in 
a moil fevere and exemplary manner. The eunuch 
Mithridates, who betrayed him, wa« boated; a punifh- 
ment, which was in ufe among the Perfians,. and which 
we have already deferibed, where we gave an account of 
the manners of that nation. Artaxerxes having thus^ 
cruftiedthe fadlion of Artabanus at home, was in a con- 
dition to fend an army*into Ba£lria, whidh bad declared 
in favour of his brotl^r. But here he was not attended 
with the like fuccefs ; for the two armies engaging, Hyf- 
■tafpes flood his ground> and, though be did not prove 
vidlorious, fuftained no confiderable lofs, both parties 
retiring, with equal fortune, to prepare for a fecond en- 
counter. Next year, Artaxerxes, afiemblmg a far more 
powerful army, as having the greater part of the empire 
at his devotion, overpowered Hyftafpes, and, by a com- 
plete viiiory, fecured to himfelf the quiet polTeflion of the 
throne. To prevent all farther difturbances, he removed 
fuch governors of cities and provinces as he fufpefted to 
be afiefted to either of the faftions he had overcome^ 
putting others in their room, who he could fafely truft 
in. He afterwards applied himfelf to the rcformiiag df 
many abufes and diforders, that had crept into the go- 
vernment ; whereby he gamed great reputation, and won 
the hearts of his fubjefts throughout all the provinces of 
his dominions Being now fettled m the peaceable poflef- 
fion of the whole empire, he appointed rejoicings and 
feafts to be made for the fpace of one hundred and eighty 
days in the city of Sufa, at the conclufion of which, he 
gave a grand entertainment to all the princes and peopl(}^ 
that were then in that city, which laftod feven 
V^ti the quecn^ at the fame time, made a like feaft in 
her apartment for the women. And here the hiftory of 
'Htdaj[rah, or Efther, for which we refer the reader to 
that book, takes pls^e. 

* Piotarib in Artaxarx. Ctef. eap. 31. Clod. Sicul. lib- xi. 
p. 54* ^ 1. Jofepta. Aiitiq. lib* ni. cap. 6. 
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In the fifth year of Artaxenccs* reign, the Egyptians Yr, of FI* 
revolted, and, making Inarus, prince of the Libyans, their i 8 «g. 
king, called in the Athenians to their afliftancc, who, AnteChr# 
having, at that time, a fleet of two hundred fliips lying 
off the jfland pf Cyprus, accepted the invitation, look- 
ing upon it as very favourable opportunity of weakening fiam 
the Perfian power, by driving them from fo rich a king- <7/- 
dom. But this war proved fatal both to them and their ^ 
Egyptian allies. The Athenians loft their fleet, and the 
Egyptians were reduced to flavery; neverthelefs Athens 
having equipped another fleet of two hundred fail, gave cim^n's 
the command of it to Cimon, who took Citium, Malum, /uccf/j in 
and feveral other cities of Cyprus 5 and from thence fent ^ 

fixty fail to the afliftance of Amyrtaeus, in the fens of 
Egypt. Artabasfus, being then in thofe feas, with a fleet JZ/jf*** 
of three hundred fliips, Cimon, ^s foon as his fquadron ^ 
returned from Egypt, fell upon him, took one hundred 
of his fliips, deftroyed many others, and purfued the re- 
mainder to the coafts of Phcenicia. Fluflied with hh 
fuccefs, on his return, he landed his troops in Cilicia, 
where he found Megabyzus with an army of three hun- 
dred thoufand men, who had marched againft him, and, 
having put him to flight, with a great daughter, returned 
to Cyprus, in double triumph 
Artaxerxes, tired with a war, in which he had fuftain- 
ed fo great Ioffes, refolved, with the advice of his coun- 
fellors, to put an end to fo many calamities, by coming 
to an accommodation with the enemy. Accordingly, he 
fent orders to his generals, who were charged with the 
management of the Cyprian war, to conclude a peace 
with the Athenians, on the heft terms they could obtain. 

Megabyzus and Artabazus immediately fent ambaffadors ^rtaxerxet 
to Athens, to propofe an accommodation, which was 
agreed upon by the deputies of both fides, on the follow- 'TLm^ 
ing terms ; i. That all the Qreek cities eff Alia fhpuld bp 
made free, and allowed to live according to their owa 
Jaws. 2. That no Perfian fliips of war fliould enter thofp 
, Teas that lie between the Cyanean and Chelidonian iflanda^ 
from tbf Euxine Sea to the coafts of PamphjUa* 

3, That no Perfian general fliould come, by land, witbia 

three days march of thofe feas. 4. That thp Athenians 

fliould not commit any hoftilities in the territories of th^ 

king of Perfia. Thcie articles being fwprn to by' bo|% ^ ^ 

parties, peace was proclaimed. Thus ended this wir, 

* T Plutarch in Cimon* Thucid* lib. i. Diod. Sioal. tib« sd. p. 71* 
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'vthlch harl lafted from the burning of Sardis by the Athe- 
nians, fifty-one years complete^ and deftroycd multitudes 
of Greeks and Pcrfians p. 

Artaxerxes being continually importuned by his mother, 
• for five years together, to deliver to her Inarus,^,and the 
Athenians who had been taken with him in Egypt, that 
file might fncrifice them to the manes of her fon Achae- 
mcnes, yielded at laft to her unwearied folicitations. 
This inhuman princefs, without any regard to the condi- 
tions, which bad been with the greatefl folemnity ratifiecl, 
Jmarus caiifed Inarus to be crucified, and the heads of all the reft 
truafied. to be (Iruck ofh Megabyzus, who liad engaged bis word, 
that their life fhould be fpared, looked upon this facrifice 
Megabyzus as a difhonour done to him ; and therefore, retiring to 
revolts and Syria, of which province he was governor, raifed an army 
^ openly revolted. The king immediately fent Ofiris, 

^ * one of the chief lords of the court, with an army of two 

Yr. of 'FI. hundred thoufand n>en, to fupprefs this rebellion : hut 
1900, Megabyzus, in a general engagement, wounded him, 
Ante Chr. took him prifoner, and put his numerous army to flight. 

- Artaxerxes hearing that his general was taken, fent a 
meflenger to demand him j and Megabyzus generoufly re- 
leafed him, as foon as bis wounds were cured 

Next year Artaxerxes fent another army againft him, 
under the command of Menoftanes fon to Artarius:, the 
king’s brother, and governor of Babylon. This genera-l 
was attended with no better fuccefs than the other ; for 
he was in the fame manner defeated and put to flight, 
leaving Megabyzus mafter of the field, and all the bag- 
gage. The king being fenfible, that he could not get the 
better of him by dint of arms, fent his brother Artarius-, 
and his filler Amytis, who was wife to Megabyzus, to 
Pardoned p^rfuade him to return to his duty. By their mediation 
andrein^ the difference being adjufted, the king granted him his 
ftattd. pardon 5 and he returned to court. Not long after, a Hon 
being ready to dellroy the king as he was hunting, Me- 
‘ gabyzus, tolhew bis zeal and aflFeftion for his fovereign, 
threw a dart at the lion and killed him. The king, Itilj 
retaining ill-will againft him, upon pretence tbat-ia4:dd 
affronted him in Ihooting firft at the lion, commanded his 
head to be ftruck off : and it was with the utmoft difficulty, 
that Amytis his filler, and Hameftris* his mother, prevail- 
ed upon him to change the fentence of death into that of 


p Diod. uhi fupra, p, 74. 
\ Cceflas, cap 35. 
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perpetual banifliment ; Megabyzus was therefore fen k to 
Cyrta, a city ftanding on the Red Sea, and fcnteiiced to 
pafs the reft of his life there, under confinement. How- 
ever, five years after, he made his efcape from thence, 
end, under difguife, reached his own houfe at Sufa, where, 
by the intercefTion of his wife and mother-in-law, he was 
leinftated in the king's favour, and enjoyed it till his 
death, which happened in the feventy-fixth year of his 
age. He was greatly lamented by the king and the whole 
court, being the beft counfellor, and greated general, of 
the whole empire. To him Artaxerxes owed both his 
life and his crown, at his firft acceflion to the govern- 
ment ; but it is of dangerous confequence, in a fubjeft, to 
have too much obliged hisfovereign ; for this was the true 
fource of all the misfortunes that befel Megabyzus. 

In the thirty-fourth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, a 
war breaking out between the Atlienians and Lacedxmo- 
aiians, commonly called the PeJoponnefian war, both par- 
ties fent ambafladors to the king, imploring his afllftance. 
But we do not find that Artaxerxes returned them any 
anfwer before the feventh year of that war, when he fent 
an ambaflador to the Lacedaemonians, named Artaphernes, 
with a letter written in the Afifyrian tongue, wherein he 
told them, that feveral ambafladors had come to him from 
them ; but the purport of their embaflSes differed fo 
widely, that he could not comprehend what they lequeft- 
cd j and therefore he had thought proper to fend them a 
Perfian, to let them know, that if they had any propofals 
-to make, they Ihould fend a trufty perfion along with him, 
.bv whom he might be informed what they defired him to 
do. This ambaflador, arriving at Eion, on the river 
Strymon in Thrace, was there taken prifoner by one of the 
admirals of the Athenian fleet, who fent him to Athens*, 
where he was treated with the utmoft civility and refpe£f, 
the Athenians being extremely defirous of regaining thp 
favour of the king his matter ^ The year following, as 
/pon as tbe feafon allowed the Athenians to put to fea, 
they fent back the ambaflador, in one of their own fhips, 
expenqp of the public, and appointed fom^e of their 
citizens to attend him to the court of Pcrfia. with the 
charatler of ambafladors. But, when they landed at 
Ephefus, they there received news of the king’s death 
whereupon the Athenians, not thinking it advifeable to 
proceed farther, took their leave of Artaphernes and re- 
turned to Athens 

' Thucyd, lib. iv. p. 185, 286. ^ Idem ibid, p, 311. 
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Artaxerres favoured the Jews above all the kingd 
Perfia : but what happened to them during hi$ feign, we 
have related in the hiftory of that people, as in a more 
proper place. This prince died in the fortjr-firft year of 
his reign, and was fucceeded by Xerxes, the only fon he 
had by his queen: but, by his concubinefe, he had feven- 
teen, among whom were Sogdianus, or, as Ctefias calls 
him, Secundianus, Ochus, and Arfites. Xerxes, hav- 
ing drank immoderately at a great entertainnient, retired 
to his bed-chamber, to refreSi himfelf with fleep, after 
his debauch. This opportunity Sogdianus laid hold of; 
and being condufted into the bed-chamber by Pharnacyas, 
one of Xerxes’ euriuchs, flew him, after he had reigned 
forty-five days ; and poflefTcd himfelf of the kingdom •. 

Scarce was Sogdianus feated on the throne, when he 
put to death Bagorazus,r the moft faithful of all his fa- 
ther’s eunuchs. He had been appointed to fuperintend 
the interment of Artaxerxes, and of the queen, Xerxes* 
mother, who died the fame day with her royal confort. 
After he had conveyed both their bodies to the burial- 
place of the Perfian kings, he found, on his return, 
Sogdianus in pofleflion of the crown, with whom he had 
formerly feme fmall difference. This Sogdianus remem- 
bered, and, taking, for a pretence to quarrel with hinr, 
fomething relating to the obfequies of his father, caufed 
him to be ftoned to death. By thefe murders he became 
Very odious to the nobility and the army ; and being 

1 ’ealous left fome of his brothers might treat him as he 
lad treated Xerxes, he Cent for Ochus, whom he chiefly 
fufpefted, with a defign to afTaflinatc him the moment he 
arrived. Ochus had been, by his father, appointed go- 
vernor of Hyrcania ; and, being well apprifed of his bro- 
thers defign, under feveral pretences, deferred his coming 
to court, till he had drawn together a powerful army, 
with which he advanced to the confines of Perfia, openly 
declaring, that he defigned to revenge the death of his 
brother. This declaration brought over to him many of 
the nobility and feveral governors of provinces, who, be- 
ing highly diffatisfied with the cruelty, and ill condtfS"^f 
Sogdianus, put the tiara on Ochus’s head, and proclaim- 
ed him king. Sogdianus feeing himfelf thus deferted, 
contrary to the advice of his beft friends, came to an ac- 
commodation with Ochus, who, having him in his power, 


• Ctef. cap. 47. Died. Sicul. lib. xii. p- 115, 
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caufed him to be thrown into aflies (O), where he died a 
cruel death 

Ochus, being fettled on the throne by the ^eath of 
Sogdianus, changed his name,' taking that of Darius ; 
and ifi tjy hiftorians commonly called Darius Nothus, or 
Darius the Baftard. 

Arfites, feeing in what manner Sogdianus had fup^ 
planted Xerxes, and been afterwards driven from the 
throne by Ochus, began to entertain thoughts of treating 
, (Jehus in the fame manner. With this defign, though he 
u^as his brother by the fame father and mother, he broke 
out into an open rebellion againft him, being encouraged 
and,afE{led by Artyphiua, the fon of Megabyzus. Ochus, 
whom henceforth we fliall call Darius, fent Artafy- 
ras, one of his generals, againft Artyphius, while he 
inarched againft his brother Arifl^ps-. Artyphius, with the 
afliftance of his Greek mercenaries, twice defeated the 
general who had been fent againft him : but, thefe being 
gained over with large bribes, he loft the third battle ; and, 
being reduced to great ftraits, furrendered himfelf to Da- 
rius, upon promife of mercy. The king was for putting 
him to death immediately 5 but was diverted from this 
ftep, by Paryfatis his wife and fifter \ (he was daughter 
to Artaxerxes by another mother, an intriguing and crafty 
woman ; and by her advice, the king was entirely govern- 
ed in affairs of the higheft importance. The counfel fhe 
gave him, on this occafion, was to treat Artyphius with 
great clemency, that by fuch ufage of a rebellious fervant, 
he might the better encourage his brother to throw him- 
felf upon his mercy *, and then puniih them both together. 
Darius followed her counfel, and had the fuccefs he pro- 
pofed ; for Arfites, being informed of the gentle ufage 
Artyphius had met with, concluded that he, as a brother, 


t CteflaSi cap. 47. Diodor. lib.xii. p. 31ft. 


(0) This punifliment was 
iflvenred for him, and became 
afterwards common in Perlia- 
Ochus had fiwim, that Sog- 
dianus fhould not die by the 
fword, bypoifon, or of hunger. 
To keep his word, he con- 
trived this new fort of punifh- 
4 nent; it is deferibed in the 
thirteenth chapter of the fe- 
cond book of Maccabees^ thus : 


An high tower was filled to 
a certain height with alhes, 
and the criminal being thrown 
headlong into them, they were 
by a wheel, perpetually turn- 
ed round him, till he was fuf- 
focated.” Thus this wkked 
prince loft his life, and. hi| 
empire, after he had reigned 
fix months and fifteen days. 
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ftiould be treated, at leaft, with the fame indulgence. 
Flattered with this hope, he came to an agreement with 
the kin|, and furrendered kimfelf into his hands. Da- 
rius having him in his power, was very much inclined 
to pardon him ; but was prevailed upon by Parvfatis to 
Futtodeath put both him and Artyphius to death, by fuffocating them 
Ar~ afhes 

He alfo put to death Pharnacyas, for being concerned 
in the murder of Xerxes *, and Monallhenes, another 
eunuch, who was the chief favourite of Sogdianus, wa^? 
condemned to die a cruel death, which he prevented by 
laying violent hands on himfelf. Thefe executions did 
not procure Darius the tranquility he expected j for his 
whole reign was difturbed with violent commotions raifed 
in various parts of the empire. One of the moft dan- 
Yr of FI which was ftirred up by Pifuthnes, go- 

*9U- * vernor of Lydia, who, fetting up for himfelf, raifed an 
Anie Chr. army of Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
4>4- Lycon, an Athenian. Againft him, Darius fent Tifla- 
“ phernes, appointing him at the fame time governor of 

Lydia, in his room. Tiflaphernes, who was an artful 
and crafty man, found means to gain over the Greeks, 
who ferved under Pifuthnes, and induced both them and 
their general to change (ides. Whereupon Pifuthnes, 
not being in a condition to carry on the war, furrendered, 
upon promife of pardon ; but the king, the inftanc he was 
brought before him, fentenced him to death ; and accord- 
Pifut/ines fuffocated in afhes. But his death did 

and his fun not terminate the troubles he had raifed; for his fon 
put to death* Amorgas, with the remainder of the army, ftill oppofed 
Tiflaphernes ; and for two years continued to infeft the 
maritime parts of Afia Minor, till be was at length taken 
prifoncr by the Peloponneflans, at lafus, a city of Ionia, 
and delivered by the inhabitants to Tiflaphernes, who put 
him to death 

Darius had fcarce quelled this rebellion, when he found 
himfelf involved in new troubles. His court, and we may 
fay the whole empire, were governed by the eunuchs Ar- 
toxares, Artibarzanes, and Athous. Ihefi^^he confulted, 
and followed their advice, in all the momentous aiFairs of 
the empire ; but Artoxares was the chief favourite, ^nd 
nothing was tranfad^ed but by his dire£l;ion This eunuch, 
intoxicated with power, began to entertain thoughts of 
afeending the throne \ and adlually formed a defign of 

x.Ibid. cap. 51, 
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cutting ofF Darius. With this view, that he might not 
be thought an eunuch, which was a ftrong objeftibn to 
his being acknowleged king, he married, and wore an 
artificial beard, giving out that he was not what to that 
time th^ Perfians had taken him to be. But his wife, 
who was privy*to the whole plot, and perhaps glad to get 
rid of fuch a hufbandj difcovered the whole matter to the Artoxarn 
king. Whereupon he was feized, and delivered to Pary- 
fatisj who daufed him to be put to a cruel and ignomi- * 
^4|ious death y. 

The fame year that Pifuthnes rebelled, the Egyptians 
not only (hook ofF the Perfian yoke, but entering into a 
confederacy with the Arabians, refolved to carry the war 
into Phoenice. News of this revolt being brought to the 
court of Perfia, the fleet, which the king had equipped with 
a defign to aflift the Lacedaemonians, was recalled to the 
defence of his own dominions 

While Darius was carrying on a war againft the Egyp- Darius's 
tians and Arabians, the Medes revolted ; but, being de- fuccep 
feated, were forced to return to' their former allegiance j 
and, in punifhment of their rebellion, reduced to harder 
fubjeftion than before, as is ufually the cafe. Darius ^ 
feems to have been likewife fuccefsful againft the Egyp- 
tians i for Amyrtseus being dead after a reign of fix years, 
his fonPaufiris fucceeded him, as Herodotus informs us*, 
in the kingdom, with the confent of the Perfians; a cir- 
cumftance which fliews, that thcfe laft were mafters of 


]&arius, having thus fettled the affairs of Media and 
Egypt, invefted Cyrus, his youngeft fon, with the fu- 
'preme command of all the provinces of Afia Minor. He 
was a very young man to be entrufted with fo much power, 
for having been bom after his father’s acceflion to the 
crown, he could not have been above fixteen years old ; 
when he received this important commiflion, but as he 
was the darling of his mother Paryfatis, who had an ab- 
folute fway over the king her hufband, flic obtained this 
command for him, with a view to put him. in a condition 
to contend for ihe crown after his father’s death : and this 
ufe he made of it, to the great difturbance of the whole 
empire, as we fliall fee hereafter \ On his receiving his 
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commiflioii he was ordered to afiift the LacedsemoaiaM 
againft the Athenisns, con^ary to the wife meafures oIh 
ferved by TLflaphemes, who^ by fometimes helping one 
fide and fometimes the otherj bad fo ballaneed matters 
between them^ that they continued toharrafe each other, 
without being at leifure to ditlarb the FerEanSx who had 
fo long been the common enemies of both. This order 
being given, Cyrus foon difeovered the weaknefs of the 
king’s politics ; for the Lacedaemonians having, with the 
afliltance given them by Cyrus, foon overpowered thf. 
Athenians, fent firft Thimbro, and after him Dercylli- 
das, and at laft Agefilaus, their king, to invade the Per- 
fian provinces in Afia, where they made great conquefts, 
and would have endangered the whole empire, had not 
Darius, by diftributing large fums of money among the 
demagogues, or governors of the Greek cities, found 
means to rekindle the war in Greece \ which obliged the 
Lacedaemonians to recal their troops for their own de- 
fence. 

Becomes Cyrus, having put to death two noble Perfians, fons to 
a filler of Darius, for no other reafon, but bccaufe they 

9he/, had not, in meeting him, wrapped up their hands in their 
lleeves, as was cuflomary among the Perfians, in prefence 
of their king, Darius recalled him to court, on pretence 
that he was indifpofed, and defired to fee him. Cyrus^ 
WcU knowing how great an afeendant his mother had over 
the king, prepared for his journeys but before he fet out, 
he ordered fuch large fubfidies to be fent to Lyfander, 
general of the LaccdseHionians, as enabled him to gain 
that memorable viftory over the Athenians, at the Goats- 
river on the Hellcfpont, which put an end to the Athenian 
power, and the Peloponnefian war, after it had lafteU 
twenty<-feven years'". Darius was highly incenfed againft 
Cyrus, not only on account of the death of his two 
nephews, but becaufc be had prefumed to challenge ho- 
nours that were due only to the king ; and therefore de- 
iigned to deprive him of hjs government. But upon his 
arrival, the qh ecu not only reconeiled his father to him, 
hut ufed all her art to have him declared heir to the crown, 
hecaufe he was born after his father’s accefllon to tho 
throne. Darius could not by any means be prevailed 
upon to comply with her requeft; but, however, be- 
queathed him the government of thole provinces which he 
ruled before. Not long after this tranfaflion, Darius 

c Xenoph, Diod. Juftin. iWd. Thwy^. lib. ii. Plutarch, in Lyfandro, 
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Nothus died, after he had reigned nineteen yeai^e ; ftud Ph 

.was fucceeded by Arfacea, his elded fon by Paryfatis, 
who, on his afeending ihc throne, took the nanne of Ar- 

taxerxes, and, for his extraordinary memory, was by the 

Greeks called Mnemon**, When he was attending his fa- Darius 
ther on his de*ath-bed, he defired to be informed by what 
art he had fo happily managed the government? that, by 
following the fame rule, he might be bleffbd with the like 
fuccefs. The dying king gave him this memorable an- 
that he had ever done, to the bed of his knowlcgc, 
what religion and juftice required, without fwerving from 
the one or the other*. 

Upon the death of Darius, his fon Artaxerxes went to Pa- Artaxirxu 
fargada to be there inaugurated, after the Perfian cuftom, Mnemon, 
by the priefts of Bcllona. At his arrival, he was informed by 
one of the prieds, that his brother Cyrus had formed a Cyrtu't 
confpiracy againd him, with a defign to murder him in ^on/pirxey, 
the very temple. Upon this information Cyrus was feized, 
and fentenced to death ; but his mother Paryfatis prevailed 
upon the king not only to fave his life, but to fend him 
back to the government of Afia Minor ^ 

Artaxerxes was no fooner fettled on the throne, than Statira*s 
Statira, his queen, whom he was very fond of, on account refentmme 
of her extraordinary beauty, employed her power with 
him to the utter ruin of Udiades, who had killed herbro- 
ther Teriteuchmes. This quarrel had its rife in the reign 
of Darius, and the whole was a complication of adultery, 
inced, and murder; which raifed great difturbances m 
the royal family, and ended in the ruin of all who were 
concerned in it. Statira was daughter to Hydarnes, a 
Perfian lord, and governor of one of the chief provinces 
of the empire. Artaxerxes, then called Arfaces, falling 
in love with her, married her; and at the fame time Te- 
riteuchmes her brother married Hamedris, one of the 
daughters of Darius, and fider to Arfaces; on account of 
which marriage he was appointed, on his father’s death, 
to fuccecd him in his government; but falling in Jove 
with his own fider Roxana, no ways inferior in beauty to 
Statira, that he might, without any condraint enjoy her, 
he refoJvcd to difpatch his wife Hamedris, and raife a 
rebellion in the kingdom. Darius, being made acquaint-* 

“^d with his wicked dcfigns, engaged Udiades, an inti-* 

•* Xenoph. Hellen. lib. ii. Plutarch, in Lyfaodro Bi A^axv. 

Diodor. lib. xiii. ® Arhenseus, lib. vil. Dipnofophift. Juftin. lib. 
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mate friend to Teriteuchmes, to murder him. For ihlj 
fervice he was rewarded by the king with the government 
of his province. Mithridates, the fon of Udiaftes, who 
was one of Teriteuchmes* guards, and greatly attached to 
his matter, hearing that his father had committed this 
murder, uttered dreadful imprecations agaihft him •, and, 
to Ihew his abhorrence of fo vile an adtion, feized on 
the city of Zaris, and, openly revolting, declared for the 
fon of Teriteuchmes. Mithridates was by the king’s 
forces blocked up in the city of Zaris, and with him thfc^ 
fon of Teriteuchmes. All the reft of the family of Hy- 
darnes were apprehended, and delivered to Faryfatis, to 
execute her revenge upon them for the ill-ufage done, or 
intended againft her daughter. That cruel princefs began 
Pary/atis' with Roxana, wliofe beauty had been the occafion of all 
efuei rt” this mlfchief, and caufed.her to be fawed afunder. The 
others were all beheaded, except iStatira, whom (he fpar- 
ed, at the earneft intreaties, and through the importunate 
tears of her hulhand Arfaces, contrary to the opinion of 
Darius, who told her that flie would afterwards have oc- 
cafion to repent it. Thus the cafe ftood at the death of 
Darius. But Arfaces was no fooner fettled on the throne, 
than Statira prevailed upon him to deliver Udiaftes into 
her hands •, whereupon fhe caufed his tongue to be drawn 
out at his neck, and made him die in the moft exquifite 
torments fhe could invent, in revenge of the part he had 
a6ted in the ruin of her family. His fon Mithridates fhe 
appointed governor of his province, for the attachment he 
had rtiewn to Teriteuchmes. But, Paryfatis bitterly re- 
fenting this fadi, poifoned the fon of Teriteuchmes, and, 
not long after, Statira herfelf, as we ftiall hereafter re- 
late ^ 

Yr. of FI. Cyrus, returning to his government of Afia Minor, full 
1945. of refentment for the fentence of death which his brother 
Ante Chr. pronounced againft him, refolved to revolt, and ufe 
his utmoft endeavours to drive him from the throne. 
Ctriu tfe- With this view he employed Clearchus, a Lacedaemonian 
/^sawar general, to raife a body of Greek troops for his fervice, 
mgmiitft his under pretence of a war, which the Lacedaemonians werq 
to carry into Thrace. Alcibiades, the Athenian, heing 
wcllapprifed of the true end for which thefe levies were 
niade,n patted over into the province of Pharnabazus, witl^ 
a defign to proceed from thence to the Perfian court, and 
acquaint Artaxerxes wjth the whole feheme, A difeo- 
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very of fuch importance without all doubt would have pro- 
cured him the favour of that prince, and the afliftance he 
wanted for the re-eftablifhment of his country. But the 
partizans of the Lacedsemonians at Athens, that is, the 
thirty t^rantSi fearing the negociations of fo fuperior a 
genius, found'means to induce Pharnabazus to put him 
to death ; whereby the Athenians loft the great hopes they 
had conceived of fpeedily recovering their former ftateB. 

♦The citifes under the government of Tiffaphernes re- 
,^lted from him to Cyrus. This incident, which was the 
affedt of the fecrec praftices of that prince, gave birth to 
a war between them. Cyrus, under pretence of arming Artaxtrxu 
agalnft Tiflaphernes, affembled troops openly, and, to over^rtack~ 
amufe the court more fpecioufly, made grievous complaints 
to the king againft that governor, demanding his pro- 
tection and aftiftance in the moft^fubmiflive manner. Ar- 
taxences, being deceived by thefe appearances, believed 
that all Cyrus’s preparations were defigned only againft 
Tiflaphernes; and not being difpleafed that they fliould be 
at variance with each other, fuffered him to raifc what 
forces he pleafed 

The young prince loft no time on his fide, and haftened 
the execution of his great defign. As he had affifted the 
Laceilsemonians againft the Athenians, and put them in a 
condition of gaining thofe viftories, which made them 
mafters of Greece, he thought he might fafely difclofe 
to them his intent, and aflc their afliftance in accomplifh- 
ing it. The Lacedaemonians readily granted him his de- 
mand, difpatching immediately orders to their fleet to 
join that of the prince, and to obey in all things the com- 
mand of Tainas his admiral; but they took care not to 
mention Artaxerxes, pretending not to be privy to the 
defigns that were carrying on againft him. This precau- 
tion they ufed, that in cafe Artaxerxes ftiould get the bet- 
ter of his brother, they might juftify themfelves to him 
for what they had done ^ 

The army which Cyrus had raifed confifted of thirteen Cyruit 
thoufand Greeks, and an hundred thoufand regular troops great ar9^4 
of other nayons. Clearchus the Lacedaemonian com- 
manded aTl the Peloponnefian troops except the Achaeans, 
who were led by Socrates of Achaia. The Boeotians were 
►Ainder Proxenes, a Theban, and the Theflalians com- 

g Xenoph. in Expedite Cyr. lib. ii. Plutarch> in Arlaxerx. 
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manded by Mcnon. The other n^^ions were commlnHed 
by Pcri'ian generals, of whom the chief waa, Arl3eu8. The 
fleet confined of thirty-five fliips, under Pythagoras, a La- 
cedaemonian, and twenty-five commanded ^ Taino% an 
Egyptian! admiral of the whole fleet*'. Cyrus opened 
his defignto none of the Greeks, except Clearchus, fear- 
ing the boldnefs of the enterprize might diCcourage the 
omcers as well as the foldicrs. Proxenes, between whofe 
family and Xenophon's an ancient friendftii^ fubfifted, 
prefented that young Athenian to Cyrus, who receive^, 
him favourably, and gave him a commiflSon among the 
Greek mercenaries*. Cyrus having at length got all 
things ready, fet out from Sardis, direfting his march 
towards ihe upper parts of Alia, the troops neither know^p 
^ ing where, nor in what war they were to be employed ; 
for Cyrus had only given, out that he was marching againft 
the Pifidians, who with frequent incurfions haraffed his 
^Tiffapher* province. However, Tiffaph ernes, judging thefe prepa- 
mu dijeo- rations to be too great for fo fmall an enterprize, fet out 
m>ers Cy- ^ poflible expedition from Miletus, to give the kinsr 

a true account of them. Artaxerxes, being now well ap- 
prifed of hi-s brother's defign, affembled a numerous army 
' to receive him. In the mean time Cyrus advancing by 

long marches, arrived at the Streights of Cilicia, where 
he found Syennefis, king of that country, prepared to dif- 
pute his paffage; wherein he would eafily have fucceeded, 
had he not been obliged to abandon that important pafs, 
to defend his own territories againft Tamos, and the La- 
cedemonian fleet, whidi appeared upon thecoafts'". 

Thf Greiks When they arrived at Tarfus, the Greeks refufed to 

fufpefling that they were marching 
rZ, againft the king, and protefting that they did not enter 
into the fervice on that condition. Clearchus at firft made 
ufc of his authority to quell the tumult; hut did not fuo 
cced : and therefore defifting from force, he pretended to 
enter into their views, and advifed them to fend deputies 
to Cyrus, to know from his own mouth againft whom 
%€duud by they were to be employed. By this artful evafion he ap- 
CUarchuu peafsd the tumult, and was himfelf ohoC^n one of the 
deputies. Cyrus, whom he bad previoufly 'acquainted 
with what had happened, anfwercd, that he was going to 
attack Abrocomas, who was at twelve days march dit^ 
tance, encamped on the banks of the Euphrates. The 

^ Xenoph. de Expedir. Cyr. lib. 1. p. 15^. * Idem lib. ii. 
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'Oreeks plainly faw that this was not his truedefign; 
but iwverdielcfficxprefied their willingnefs to proceed, on 
conditionahat their pay fliould be increafed. This de- 
mand Cyrus willingly granted ; and having gained their 
afFeftipns during the march, by treating them with ex- 
triordinary k?tidncfs and humanity, he at laft declared 
tbatjie was marching againft Artaxcrxes. Upon this de- 
claration fomc complaints were heard at firft; but they 
r^n gave way to cxpreflions of joy and fatisfaftion occa- 
^^ned by that prince's magnificent promifes ", 

1 Cyrus, after a long march, arriving in the plains of 
Cunaxa, in the province of Babylon, found there Arta- 
xerxes, with an army of nine hundred thoufand men, 
ready for battle. He forthwith leaped out of his chariot, 
and ordered his troops to ftand to their arms, and to fall 
into their ranks i an order which was obeyed with great 
expedition, he not allowing them time to refrefli them- 
Celves. Clcarchus advifed Cyrus not to charge in perfon, 
but to remain in the rear of the Greek battalions. This 
advice Cyrus rejected with indignation, faying, that he 
would not render hi mfelf unworthy of the crown for which 
he was fighting. As the king’s army drew near, the battle 
Greeks fell upon them with fuch fury, that the wing op- 
pofite to them was at the very firft onfet put to flight; 
then Cyrus was, with loud fhouts of joy, proclaimed king 
by thofb who ftood round him. But he, in the mean 
time, perceiving that Artaxcrxes was wheeling about to at- 
tack him in flank, advanced againft him with fix hundred 
chofen horfc, killed Artagerfes captain of the king’s guards 
with his own hand, and put the whole body to flight. In 
this encounter difeovering his brother, he cried out, I fee 
-him ; and fpurring on his horfe, engaged him with great 
jiefolution, which, in fome degree, turned the battle into 
*a fingle combat, each of the two brothers endeavouring to 
affure himfelf of the crown by the death of his rival. Cy- 
rus killed his brother’* horfe, and wounded him on the Cyrus 
ground; but he immediately mounted another, when ih§ 

Cyrus attacked him again, and gave him a fecond wound, 
and had already lifted up his hand to ftrike the decifive 
-blow, the guards difeharged their arrows, aiming 
■at lumaione; and he at the fame time throwing himfelf 
■bcadlong upon the king, was run through by his javelirt, 
and pierced with innumerable arrows. He fell dead up- fjlain 
on the fpot ; and all the chief lords of his court, refolving 

B Xenopbf & Plutarch, ibid- 


not 





The Hijlory of the Ptrjkfis* 

not to furvivd their mafter, were killed In the place 
where he fell; a certain proof, fays Xenophon, that he 
knew how to chufe his friends, and that he w?,s truly be- 
Yr. of FI. loved by them. Some writers tell us that Cyrus was killed 
A*iVchr ^ Carian foldler. Mithridates, a young Perfiai>, noble- 
man, boafted that he had given the mortal blow with his 
- javelin, which entered his temples, and pierced his head 

quite through. Artaxerxes, after having caufed his head 
and right hand to be cut off, purfued the enemy to tlweir 
camp, and there poflefled himfelf of great part of thd^^ 
baggage and provifions. The Greeks had defeated the 
king’s left wingj commanded by Tiflaphernes ; and the 
king’s right wing, commanded by himfelf, had routed the 
enemy’s left; and as neither knew what had happened 
elfewhere, both parties believed they had gained the day; 
but Tiffaphernes acquainting the king that his men had 
been put to flight by the Greeks, he immediately rallied 
his troops, in order to attack them. The Greeks, under 
the command of Clearchus, eafily repulfed them, and 
purfued them to the neighbouring hills. Night drawing 
near the Greeks halted at the foot of the hill, much fur- 
prifed that neither Cyrus himfelf nor any melTenger from 
him appeared ; for they yet knew nothing of his death, 
or the defeat of the rcll of the army. They determined 
Th camp therefore to return to their camp. There they found that 
§/ the the greateft part of their baggage had been plundered, 
A provifions taken ; fo that they were obliged 

night in the camp, without any fort of refrefli- 
ment. Next morning, as they were ftill expeftlng to hear 
from Cyrus, they received the news of his death, and 
the defeat of that part of the army : then they fent de- 
puties to Ariseus, who had retired to the place whence 
they had marched the day before the aftion, offering him 
as conquerors, the crown of Perfia in the room of Cyrus. 
Ariaeus rejefted the oiFcr, and acquainted them that he 
intended to fet out early next morning on his return to 
Ionia, advifing them to join him in the night. They fol- 
TheirKobfe lowed his direflions, under the conduft of Clearchus 
^ ntreat, began their march, and arrived at his camp about mid- 
night, whence they fet out on. their return 'lo Greece®. 
They were at a vaft diftance from their own country, in 
the heart of the Ferlian empire, furrounded by a rjt 

• Xenoph. lib. i. p. »9». Diod. lib. xiw. p. 155— *57. 
Plutarch, in Pericl. Sc Artax. Diog. Laert. in Vita Xenoph. Juftin. 
lib. V. cap, 11. 
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rifierous and conquering army, and had rio means of return* 
ing to Greece, but by forcing their way through an im- 
menfe traft of the enemy’s country. Their valour and re- 
folution fifS^^untcd all tkefe difficukies, and, in the face 
of a powerful army, which continually }>urfucd and haralTed 
them, they made a retreat of two thoufand three hundred 
''■'tmdJMi^fnty-five miles, through provinces helogning to the 
enemy, and got fafe to the Greek cities on the Euxine 
This was the lofigek march, and moft memorable 
.'^treat that was ever made through an enemy’s country. 

CJearchus had the condufl of it firftj but he being cut ofF 
by the treachery of rinaphernes, Xenophon was cbofen Uniter 
in his room ; and to bis valour and wifdom it was owing 
that at length they reached Greece. As the fame Xeno- 
phon has given a minute account of this expedition, and 
the retreat of the ten thoufand Greeks, from the place of 
the battle to their own country, we fhall find a more pro- 
per place to mention it, and return to wdiat pafied in the 
court of Artaxerxes after the battle of Cunaxa. 

As the king believed he had killed Cyrus with his own 
hand, and looked upon it as the moft glorious aiftion of 
his life, to difpute that honour with him, was wounding 
him in the moft tender part. Being thetefore informed 
that the Carian foldier, whom we have mentioned above, 
hid claim to that glory, he caufed him.to'be delivered. to 
Paryfatis, who had Iworn the dellrucdion of all thofe 
who were any ways concerned in the death of her Ton. 

She accordingly made that unhappy wretch fuffer the moft 
exquifite torments fhe could invent, during ten day-s, and cuv.aetir^ 
then put him to a moft cruel death, hlithridates, like- 
wife, having boafted that it was he who gave Cyrus' his 
mortal wound, was treated in the manner have de- 
feribed, where we fpoke <>f the punifhments ufed among 
the Perfians. Mafabates, one of the king’s eunuchs, who, 
by his order, had cut off the head dhd hand of Cyrus, 
being delivered to Paryfatis, was flayed alive, and his 
fkin ftretched before his eyes, upon two ftakes prepared 
for that purpofe. Nor did the cruelty and refentment of 
Paryfatis^^^iere ; for, having conceived an implacable 
liatred^ainft Statira, for reproaching her, as if ftie had 
couiwnanced her fon Cyrus's revolt againft bis brother, 

"^^at revengeful wohian poifoned her own daughter-in-law. 
an the following manner. Paryfatis, feigning to be rc- SMirs 
concilcd to her, invited her one night to fupperj nnd a 
^ certain bird being lervcd up, which was a great rarity ^ ^ 

among the PerfiauSi Ihe divided it between butira aiid 
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fecrfelf with a kmfe which was poifoncd on one fide onfy t 
the fouml part Paryfatis immediately eat, which encourage 
Ing Statira, though upon her guard, to eat other, (he 
was feized with convulfions, and died in '^’levv hoars,^ 
Artaxerxes, being greatly afflided for the 16fs of Kis belov-^ 
ed wife, and fufpctfti-ng his mother, eauTed all her do- 
meftics to be put to the rack, when Gygis, 011 ^. nf b^i 
confidents, diCcovered the whole feene, Artaxerxes then 
caufed Gygis, who was privy to the erime, to be pu^ to 
a cruel death j and confined his mother to BabyltJ^v 
telling her, that he would never enter the gates of Ifiie 
city while fhe was there ; bu;, at length, time having 
alleviated his grief, he allowed her to return to court,, 
where, by an entire fubmifllon to his will, (he regained 
his favour, and bore a great fway at court as long as flic 
lived P. c 

After the death of Cyrus, Tifiaphernes being fent back 
to his former government, and alfo invefted with the 
fame power which had been given to Cyrus, he began to 
harafs' and opprefs the Greek cities that were within the 
verge of his authority, and had lided with that uiifortu- 
natie prince. In this emergency they fent ambaflaciors to 
the Lacedaemonians, imploring their affiftance and pro 
teftion. The Lacedxmonians having now ended the hong 
war, which they had waged with the Athenians, laid 
hold of this opportunity of breaking again with the Per- 
fians, and fent 'rhimbro with an army againlt them, which 
being ftrengthened by the conjunftion of thofe forces that 
Xenophon brought back from Perfia, they took the field 
againlt Trflaphemes but Thimbro being foon recalled, 
upon fome complaints, and fent in-to baniflimeDt, DercyU 
lidas was appointed to fucceed him ill the commands As 
he was both a brave general, and a famous eixgineer, he 
was attended with far better fuccefs than that of his pre- 
deceflbr* Upon his firfl: arrival, finding that Tiffap her nes 
arpd Pharnabazus, governors of the two neighbouring 
provinces, were at variance with each other, he made a 
truce with the former; and marching againft the latter^ 
with all his forces, drove him quite outfof ^olis, and 
feveral cities of other provinces, Pharnabazus,’'M'eaimg 
he might invade Phrygia, the chief province of his gS^jern- 
xnent, was glad to make a truce with him, leaving him^u 
pofleffion of what he had taken. Upon this cefl’ation he 
inarched into Bithynia, where betook up his winter quar- 


ters. 
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l€rs, ^ avoifl being chargeable to his allies. At the fam6 
time Pharnabazus repaired to the Perfian court, and there 
made lou ^complaints againft Tiffaphernes, for having 
i;otklj*.lL'B“^ace with Dercyllidas, inftead of alTifting 
him againft the common enemy. He likewife earneftly 
prefTed the king to equip a great fleet, and appoint Conon, A Perfian 
ba nian, then an exile in Cyprus, admiral ; telling 
him, that aj Conon was the heft fea-commander of his 
lii^, he might, by that appointment, obftrutSl: the paf- fnaneik 
fsife of all farther recruits from Greece, and foon put an 
enfi to the power of the Lacedxmonians in Afia. His 
propofal was approved of by the king, who immediately 
ordered five hundred talents to be paid him for the equip- 
ment of a fleet, with inftrudlions to give the command of 
it to Conon 1 . 

In the mean time Dercyllidas, having reduced Atarna, 

Nnarched into Caria, where Tiflaphernes ufually refidcd ; 
for the Lacedaemonians, believing that, if he were at- 
tacked there, he would comply with all their demands, in 
order to fave that province, had fent Dercyllidas orders 
to march thither. This circumftance Tiflaphernes and 
Pharnabazus no fooner heard, than they ujiited againil 
Dercyllidas, whom they came up with in fo difadvan- 
tageous a poft, that, had they charged him immediately, 
he mufl inevitably have perifhed. Pharnabazus was for 
attacking him, but Tiflaphernes, who, at the battle of 
Cunaxa, had experienced their valour, could not be brought 
to venture an engagement, but fent heralds to Dercyllidas 
to invite him to a parley, in which propofals for a peace 
being ofi'ered on both fides, they made a truce until the 
anfwer of their refpedlive maflers fhould be known. Thus DfrtylH^ 
Dercyllidas and his army were faved from utter deftruc- Aas's nar~ 
tion, through the cowardice of his enemy ^ rowefcapi* 

The Lacedaemonians receiving accounts from Afia, that 
the king of Perfia was equipping a powerful fleet on the 
<ioafts df Phoenice, Syria, and Cilicia, and fuppofing it 
to be defigned, as it truly was, againft them, refolved to 
fend Agemaus, one of their kings, into Afia, in order to 
make a dnrgjfren. All things being ready for this expe* Yr. of FI. 
dition, ytfgefilaus fet fail with a confiderable body of i95»* 
trooasy and arrived at Ephefus before any of the king’s 
oTifS^s had the leafl intimation of this dcfign : with fuch 
fccrecy and expedition was the whole managed at Sparta, jj^gj/sfauj 

1 Diod. lib. xvi. p. 417. Jullin. lib. vi. cap. 8. Faufan. in Atticis. 
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Ag^filaus, upon his arrival, toolf ttie field with ten^hov*# 
fatid foot and four thoufand horfe j and finding no brdy 
in a condition to oppofe, carried all before Mm. Tira- 
phemes fending a meflengcr to inquire foc-i^>^fi'a».';£^be 
was come into Afia, and why he had t!?ken Uip arms, 
Agefilaus replied, that he was come to atlift the Greeks 
inhabiting Afia, and reftore them to their ancien-i-.HhecJifr' 
Tiflaphcrnes being quite unprepared for war, afl'ured 
Agcfilaus, that his mailer would grant him what he^e- 
manded, provided he committed no adS' of hoRility yli. 
the return of an exprcfs he had fent to court.. AgefilAis* 
believing him, a truce was agreed upon, and fworn to on 
both Tides ; but Tiflaphernes, without any regard to his 
oath, made no other ufe of this truce than to afl'emble 
troops on all Tides •, and fent to the king for more forces r 
as foon as he received them he fent word to Agefilaus to 
(lep^rt from Afia, denouncing war againft him, in cafe of/ 
refuful. This meflagc greatly alarmed the Lacedaemo- 
nians and tlicir confederates, as not believing themfelvcs 
in a condition to oppofe the now numerous army of 1 ilfa- 
phernes, who had been joined by auxiliaries’ from all parts 
of the Perfian empire, As for Agefilaus himfelf, he 
heard the heralds with a gay and eafy air j and defired 
them to tell their mailer, that he w^as under great obliga- 
tions to him for having made the gods, by his perjury, 
enemies to Pcrfia, and friends to Greece. Having wdth 
this anfwer difmlffbd the heralds, he drew all his forces 
together, and made a feint, as if he intended to invade 
Caria y but, as foon as he underllood that Tiffhphernes 
had caufed all his troops to march into that province, he 
turned Ihorfe and fell upon Phrygia. As his arrival was 
wholly unexpediled, he over-run great part of the province 
without any oppofition, took many towns, and, loaded 
with an immenfe booty, marched back by the fca-coaft 
into Ionia, and wintered at Ephefus*. 

Early in the fpring Agefilaus took the field, and gave 
out that his defign was to invade Lydia 5 but Tifiapheriies, 
who had not forgot the ftratagem of the former campaign, 
took it for granted that be now truly intendo ^ tq^ ll upon 
Caria, and accordingly made his troops marchto^he de- 
fence of that province: but Agefilaus led his army^s he 
had given out, into Lydia, and approached Sardis. 
faphernes immediately recalled his forces from their for- 
mer route, with a defign to relieve the place ; but Caria, 

■ Xenoph, Hellen. lib. tii. Plut. in A^cfilap. Paufan. in Laconic, 
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a very mountainous country, and unfit for horfe, he 
marched thither only with the foot, and left the horfe 
*he borders of the province; whenie, on their 
marching bat^to the relief of Sardis, the horfe being fome 
days m?frch befpre the foot, Agefilaiis took the advantage 
of fo favourable an opportunity, and fell upon them be- 
fST^r-ti'itrTn f a n t r y cameuip to their afiiftance. ThePerfians 
were routed at the very firft onfet, and Agefilaus, be- 
by this victory, , mafter of the field, over-run 
^'hole country, and enriched both himfclf and his 
ly with the fpoils of the conquered Perfians ^ 

The lofs of this battle greatly incenfed the king againft 
Tifri:iph ernes, and increafed the fufpicion he had before 
coJiccived of him, as if he had fomething elfe in view 
than his mafler's intereft- At the fame time Conon, ar- 
riving at the Perfian court, heigVrtened the king’s difplea- 
Slure with new complaints againft that governor; for he 
had deprived th^ foldiers on board Conon’s fleet of their 
pay, and thereby difabied him from doing the king any 
fervice, Q^een P.iryfaris, adluated by an irreconcileable 
hatred againft all tliofe who had any fhare-^in the death of 
berfon did net fail, on this occafion, to aggravate 

the charges brought againft TifTaphernes. Thus infti- 
gated, the king refolved to put him to death; but being 
afraid to attack him openly, byreafon of the great autho- 
rity he had in Afia, he charged Tithrauftes, captain of 
the guards, with that .important commiffion, giving him, 
iitthe fame time two letters, one direCled to Tiflaphernes, 
impowering him to purfue the war with the Greeks in 
what manner he thought beft ; and the other was addrefled 
to Arixus, governor of Larifla, commanding him to aflift 
Tithrauftes with his counfcl and all his forces in feizing 
Tiflaphernes, Upon the receipt of this letter, Arixus 
dcfired Tiflaphernes to come to him, that they might con- 
fer together abouttbe operations of the enfuing campaign. 
TiiTaphernes, who fufpeefed nothing, went to^ him with 
a guard only of three hundred men ; but w^hile he was 
bathing, according to the Perfian cuftom, and difarmed, 
he II a f liiTTiiiil put into the hands of Tithrauftes, who 
caufc/l^head to be ftruck off and feht into Perfia. The 
kpyg^ave it to Paryfatis ■, an acceptable prefent to one of 
ner temper 

4 XeHOf li. ibid. p. 501—657. Plut. in Artaxer. p. loii. & in 
Agefil. p, ^01. ^ Xenoph. ubi fupra. Diod. lib. xiv, p. aio, 
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Upon the death of Tiflaphernes, TithraufteSi whtyjtraiC 
appointed to fuccecd him, fent great prefents to Agefila^i^’ 
telling him, that the caufe of the war being re/noved, a^d 
the firft author of all their differences put^''fiedLtiwdo- 
thing could prevent an accommodation : 'that the king 
his mafter would allow the Greek cities in Afia to enjoy 
their liberty, paying him the cudomary tribute^y-adiUhr 
was all that the Lacedaemonians required, when they firft 
began the war. Agefilaus replied, that he could not co^e 
to any agreement without orders from Sparta ; howev^; 
as he was willing to give Tithrauftea the fatisfaftion of ru- 
moving out of his province, he marched into Phrygia, 
which was the province of Pharnabazus, Tithrauftes pay- 
ing him thirty talents to defray the charges of his march* 
In his route he received a letter from the magiftrates of 
Sparta, giving him the command of the fleet, as well as 
of the land-forces. By this new commifTion, he was ap-^ 
pointed foie commander of all the troops in Afia, both 
by fea and land. This new charge drew him down to the 
fea-coaft, where he put the fleet in good order, and ap- 

E ointedTPifander, his wife’s brother, admiral, ordering 
im fortwith to put to fea. On this occafion, he was 
more influenced by private affeftion for his brother-in- 
law, than by the due regard he ought to have had for 
the public good j for though Pifander was a man of great 
courage and valour, yet he was not in other refpedfs 
equal to that truft, as the event fufficlently proved 
Agefilaus, having fettled the maritime affairs, purfued 
his defign of invading Phrygia, where he reduced many 
cities, and amaffed great fums of money, maintaining 
his army on the territories of Pharnabazus, in great af- 
fluence. From thence he marched into Paphlagonia, in- 
'vited thither by Spithridates, a noble Perfian, who had re- 
volted from the king: there he concluded a league with 
Cotys, king of that country, and returning into Phry- 
gia took the ftrong ci y of Dafeylium, and wintered there 
in the palace of Phai nabazus, obliging the adjacent coiin- 
trie:i to fupply his army with all forts of provifions Tith- 
rauftes, finding that Agefilaus was for caKs^ia^on the 
war in Afia, fent Timocrates of Rhodes iiitoOt^xece, 
with large fums of money, to corrupt the leading 
their cities, and rekindle a war againft the Lacedsempm? 
aus. This ftratagem produced the intended effeft j for 

X Pauftn. in Laconicis. Xen. k Plat, uhi fupra. y Plut. 
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Tjb^^ies of Thebes, Argos, Corinth, and others^ enter 
sjATinto a confederacy, obliged the LacedTemonians to re" 
Alf^their as we iliall fee in its proper place. In the 
b e |iy*iffpffSdh e next fpring, as Agefilaus was ready to 
take tha ficld^Pharnabazus invited him to an interview ; 
and he accepting the invitation, the Perfian, after having 
icxp?xia.tid oil the fervlces he had done the Lacedaemonians 
in their war with the Athenians, reproached them with 
in^aiitude in the bitterjefl: terms, iince, in return for fo 
i7^ny favours, they had pillaged his palace^ ami ravaged 
hh lands at Dafeylium, which were his hereditary eftate- 
As what he hair fa-id was true, Agefilaus, and tlie Lace- 
^semoniatis tliat attended him, were to fuck a degree 
afhamed, in feeing themfelves fo juftly upbraided with in- 
gratitude, that they knew not what to anfwer, nor how 
^,J;o excufe fuch ungenerous conduct ■, however to make 
j^im the be.ft amends they could, they obliged themfelve^ 
^ly a folemn promife, not to invade any of the provincea 
under his government, while there were others into 
wbiQb they rnight carry the war againii the Perfian king. 
They fulfilled their engagement j aud immediately with- 
drew, with a defign to invade the upper parts of Afia, 
and profecute the war in the very heart of tfie Perfian 
empire. But while Agefilaus was pioje£ling this expedi- 
tion, a meflenger arrived at the camp from Sparta, ac- 
<]uainting him, that the Ephori recajled him, to defend 
his ovyn country, againft which feveral ftates of'Gre.cce 
had formed a fttong cpnfederacy; he readily complied 
with this order, and made all tlie hafte thither he could, 
but complained at his depa.rture, that the Perfians had 
driven him out of Afia, with thirty thoufand archers, al- 
luding to the Perfian Darics, which were pieces of gold, 
flamped on one fide witl,i the figure of an archer 

Canon, on his return from the Perfian court, haying 
brought money enough to pay the foldiers and mariner^ 
their arrears, and fupply the fleet with arms and provi- 
fions, took Pharnabazus on board, and forthwith fet fail 
in queft of the enemy. The Perfian fleet confided of 
jiincty vefl£i^ and upwards; that of the Lacedtcmonians 
was um to numerous, but their (hips were larger. They 
czf/t in view of each other nearCnidos, a maritime city 
Afia Minor. Conon, who had, in fome meafure, _oc- 
£afioiied the taking of Athens, by lofing the fea-fight at 
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j®gofpo4nmos, or the GoafJ^Rir^, was determined 
his utmoft efforts, in order% retrieve'^ that mlsfortuj»%^ 
and efface, by a glorious viftory, the clifgrace fit his 
mer defeat. On the hther hand, Pifandcr 
Juftify.by his conduft and valour, the choiiCe whleh Age- 
fil rUis his brother-in-law bad 'made in appointing him ad- 
miral. In effccff, he behaved with cxtraordinaryT^Hifege, 
and had at hrft fome advantage. But Conon having 
boarded his fliip, and killed him with his own hand, 
reft of the fleet betook themfelves to flight. Conon ptii?- 
fued them, took fifty of their fiiips, and, having gained 
a complete viffoty, pivt an end to the power of the Lace- 
daemonians in thofe parts After this victory, Conon 
and Pharnabazus, being mafters at fea^ failed round the 
iflands and coafts of Afia, reducing the cities, which, in 
thofe parts, were fubjeft to the Lacedaemonians. Siftus 
and Abydus were the only two cities that held out againfl’ 
them. Pharnabazus attacked them by land, and Conon 
by fea ; but neither fucceeding in the attempt, the former^ 
on the approach of winter, retired home; leaving Conon 
to take care of the fleet, and reinforce it with as many 
fhlps as he cg^ld affcmble from the cities on the HeJlcl- 
pont, againft the enfuing fpring Copon having affem- 
bled, purfuant to his commiflion, a powerful fleet, by the 
time appointed, took Pharnabazus again on hoard, and 
ftecring his courfe through the iflands, landed in Melos, 
the mofi diflant of them all. Having reduced this ifland, 
as lying very convenient for invading Laconia, the country 
of the Lacedaemonians, he made from thence a defeent on 
the coafts of that province, pillaged all the maritime 
places, and loaded his fleet with an immenfe booty. Af- 
ter this exploit, Pharnabazus returning to his government 
of Phrygia, Conon obtained leave of him to repair to 
Athens with eighty fhips, and fifty talents, in order to re- 
build the wall of that city. 

The Laefedaemonians could not behold, without great 
concern, fo glorious a revolution. Finding themfelves 
unable to maintain a war with men as brave as themfelves, 
affifted with the treafures of Perfia, they fttffiivLched An- 
talcidas, one of their citizens, to Tjribazus, gover*-'pr of 
Sardis, enjoining him to conclude a peace with AHf^- 
erxes upon the moll advantageous terms he could obtain^ 

1 Xenoph. ubi Aipra, p 518. Diod. lib. xiv. p. 30?. Juftin, 
lib. vi. capi z, 3. ^mil. Prob. in Cono». ^ Xenoph, ubi 

fiipra. p. 334. Dioil. lib. xiv. p. ^i. .^inil. Prob. ibid. Plijt. in 
Afcdl. Juiiia. lib. vi. cap. 5. 
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cities of Greece, in alHance with the Atheni- 
fent at the fame time their deputies^ and Conon 
|iead of thofe from Athens. The terms which 

S opofed, were, that the king fhould poflefs 
? cities in Afia j hut the iflands, and other 
cities in Greece, fliould enjoy their liberty, and be go- 
verned by their own laws. As thefe propol'als were very 
advantageo|is to the king, and difhonourable to the Greeks 
ji^enera], the other nmbalTadors were all unanimous in 
rejefting them. The Lacedaemonians having an implaca- 
ble hatred to Conon, for reftoring Athens, had charged An- 
talcidas to accufe him to Tiribazus, of having purloined 
the king’s money for carrying on that work, and of having; 
formed a defign for the taking -5^olis and Ionia from the 
Perfians, and uniting them a-new to the republic of A- 
thens. Upon thefe accufationik, Tiriba^.us feized him j 
^-^nd, having fupplied the Lacedxmonians privately with 
confiderablc fums of money, for the equipment of a fleet 
againfl the Athenians, fet out for the Perfian court, to 
give the king an account of his negotiation'?. Artaxerxes 
was well pleafed with the terms, which the Lacedaemo- 
nians hadpropofed, and dire fled to put the laft hand 
to the treaty. At the fame time Tiribazus laid before 
the king the accufations which the Laced9emonians had Conon 
brought againft Conon ; . in confequence of which he cufedand 
v/as, according to fome writers fent to Sufa, and there 
put to death by the king’s command; but the filence of 
Xenophon, who was his contemporary, as to his death, 
makes us doubt of the truth of this event. 

While Tiribazus attended the court, Suthras was charged 
to guard the coafls of Afia in his abfence. On thisocca- 
fion, obferving the havock which the Lacedaemonians had ihe 
made in all the maritime provinces, he conceived fuch an Aihenuins^ 
averhon to them, that he fent what fuppllcs he could 
fpare to their enemies the Athenians. This condufl 
obliged the Lacedaemonians to fend Thimbro into Afia, 
to renew the war there ; but as they were not in a condi- 
tion to fupply him with men or money fufficient for fuch 
an he was foon cut olF, and his army dif- 

perfyn^ the fut^erior power of the Perfians. Dephri- 
fent in his foom to carry on the war with the 
scattered remains of his array; but was attended with no 
better fiiccefs, all their attehipts upon Alia, after the 
battle of Cnidus, being but faint flruggles of a declining 
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power. In the mean time Tirihazus returning from^^W' 
la, fummoned all the deputies of the Greek cities 
prefent at the reading of the treaty, which had been^I^i 
ready a^royed of by the king. The term/ ^y c ftj y ^ at 
all the Greeks cities of ACa Ihould be fubjYA to the^ng 
of Perfia, and alfo the iflands of Cyprus and Clazomena; 
that the iflands of Scyrps, Len^nos, and Imbroay fliould 
be reftored to the Athenians ; and the cities of Greece, 
without exception, Ihould be declared free. 6ythefa^c 
treaty, Artaxerxes engaged to join thofe who had ac- 
cepted the terms he propofed, and aflift them to the ui- 
moft of his power, againft fuch as Ihould reje£l the ar- 
ticles. Thefe conditions were equally difadvantageous 
and difhonourable to the Grecian name ; however, as 
Greece was extremely weakened and exhaufted by do- 
meftic divifions, and tljerefore not in a condition to 
carry on a war againft fo powerful a prince, they were alj,, 
forced to fwear to the treaty. This is called the peace of 
Antalcidas ; for he was the firft that propofed it ; giving 
up to the Perfians, with the utmofl injuftice and bafe- 
nefs, all the Greeks fettled in Afla, for whofe liberty 
Agefilaua had fo long contended 

Artaxerxes, being now quite difengaged from the Gre- 
cian war, turned his whole power againft Euagoras king 
of Cyprus, whom he had long before defigned to expel 
from that ifland ; but bad never been at leifure to put his 
defign in execution. Euagoras was defeended from the 
ancient kings of Salamine, the capital city of the ifland 
of Cyprus. His anceftors had held that city for many 
ages, in quality of fovereigns 5 but were at laft expelled 
by the Perfians, who, making themfelves mafters of the 
whole ifland, reduced it to a Perfian province, Euagoras, 
who was a man of extraordinary parts, not brooking to 
live in fubje£lion to a foreign yoke, expelled Abdyraon, a 
Citian, governor of Salamine for the king of Perfia, and 
took polTeflion of his paternal kingdom. Artaxerxes at- 
tempted to recover that city ; but, being diverted by the 
Greek war, and finding Euagoras determined to hold out 
to the laft, gave over, or rather put off, that,,griter prize. 
In the mean time Conon, by means of CteiiasTft>i Cni- 
ilian, who was chief phyfician to Artaxerxes, made u>^all 
differences between Euagoras and Artaxerxes , the lattST 

4 Xenoph. lib. iv. p. 548— 55T. Diod. ubi fupra, p. 447. Plut, 
in Agcfil. & Apophthegm^ Laconic, Juftin. lib, iv. cap, 5. Mmii , 
Prob.iii Conone. 
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next to moled him in the pofleffion of his fmall 

jA^dom ; but Euagoras, who was every way qualified for 
»At undertakings, could not content himfelf with the 
He extended his dominions, and by 
deg^es, mad^imfelf mader, in a great meafure of the 
ifland of Cyprus. The Arthufians, Solians, and Citians, 
only, of all thofe iflanders, held out againd him. Thefe 
had recourfe to Artaxerxes, who, becoming jg'alous of 
tly.* power of this aftive and wife prince, promifed them 
an immediate and powerful fupport ; but, being employ- 
ed elfewhere, he could not perform his promife fo foon 
as he intended. Having at length concluded a peace 
with the Greeks, he bent all his force againd Euagoras. 

The Athenians, notwithdanding the treaty of peace lately 
made with the Perfians, and the many favours received 
from that monarch, could not fijrbear alTiding their old 
^lly, who had befriended them on all occafions. Having Athenians 
therefore equipped ten fhips of war, they fent them, with a/ 7 ifl him 
all poffible expedition, under the command of Philocrates ^ht 

to his aflidance ; but the Lacedaemonian fleet, command- 
cd by Telautias, brother to Agefilaus, falling in with 
them near the ifle of Rhodes, furrounded them, fo that 
not one fhip could efcape ®. The Athenians determined BefeaUd 
to afTid Euagoras at all adventures, fent Chabrias with an- h 
other fleet, and a confiderable number of land forces on 
board to join him. This new fupply arrived fiife, and, chah’rias 
in a fhort time, obliged the whole ifland to fubmit to fent a- 
Euagoras. But the Athenians being forced, by the articles 
of a new treaty concluded between Artaxerxes and the 
cities of Greece, to recall Chabrias, the Perfians attacked ^ 
with all their forces, the ifland of Cyprus, not doubting 
but that they fhoiild foon reduce it, fince no fupplies 
could be fent thither from Greece. The king’s army 
confiflcdof three hundred thoufand men, and his fleet of 
three hundred fhips. The land forces were commanded 
by Orontes, fon-in-law to Artaxerxes, and the fleet by 
Gaus, the fon of Tamus, whom we have formerly men- 
tioned, 
fea 
ened 

plinths who were at enmity with the Perfians, receiving 
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Tiribazus was commander in chief, both of the fans in- 
2a and laiuy^orces. Euagoras, finding himfelf threat- 
ned dreadful a war, had recourfe to all thofe 

^ lintres who were at enmity with the Perfians, receiving 
ftipplies both of men and money from the Egyptians, Li- fund men» 
byans, Arabians, Tyrians, and other nations 5 befides, as 
he had amafled immenfc treafures, he hired a great num- 


^Cenoph. ubi fupra. Diod. lib. xv. p. 459. 
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ber of mercenaries of various nations. As be 
ninety fliips, that Is, feventy of his own, and 
Tyre, he conflantly intercepted all the en e ^ 
that brought provifions from the continerit;^* ^nclTffl?^y 
reduced their numerous army to fuch difficulties, after their 
landing in the ifland, that they began to mutiny, and 
killed fcveral of their officers; but, the whole rerfran 
fleet putting to fea, the army was again plentifully fi^ap- 
plied from Cilicia. At the fame time Euugoras like^dfe 
received a great fupply of corn, and fifty ffiips froyi 
Egypt, which, together wiih tliofe he had already, and 
fixty more which he caufed to be fitted out with all fpec'd, 
making up a fleet of two hundred fail, he advanced to 
. attack the whole naval force of the Perfians. At firfl he 
had the advantage, and took, or deftroyed, feveral of the 
enemies fhips ; but GauS, advancing with a frefli fqiiad- 
ron, fell upon him with fuch vigour, that Euagoras w?^ 
obliged to retire, after an obftinate rcfiftance. The reft 
of the Perfian ffiips, encouraged by the example of their 
admiral, returned to the charge, and at laft obtained a 
complete vieftory, driving the enemy into their harbours. 
Euagoras, with a few ffiips, efcaped to Salamine, where 
he was immediately clofely bcfieged both by land and 
fea. After this viclory, Tiribazus went in perfon to ac- 
quaint the king -with the fuccefs that attended his arms 
in Cyprus ; and, having obtained two thoufand talents for 
the ufe of the army, he returned with that new fupply, 
to carry on the war more vigoroufly than ever. During 
his abfence, Euagoras, leaving the defence of the city to 
his fon Pythagoras, penetrated through the enemies fleet 
in the dead of the night, with ten ffiips, and failed for 
Egypt, in hopes of engaging Achoris, king of that coun- 
try, to join him with all his forces; but, not obtaining 
from him the aid he expefted, and finding on his return, 
the city reduced to the laft extremities, and himfelf defti- 
tute of all means of raifing the feige, he was obliged to 
Yr. of Fli capitulate. The propofals made to him were, that he 
ffiould abandon all the cities of Cyprus, except Salamine, 
Ante Chr. virhich he ffiould hold of the king, as a his 

^ lord. The extremity to which he was reduced, o'l hged 
Euagoras him to accept the other conditions ; but he could by^-yi 
cjferstoca' means be brought to confent to that of holding Salamine, 
fiiulau* as a fervant under his mafter, and perfifted in declaring, 
that he would hold it rto otherwlfe than as a king under 
a king. Tiribazus, who commanded in chief, was in- 
flexible, and would not make the leaft alteration, nor 
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any thing of his pretenGons ; whereupon, EuagoraS 
vl^SipS' to file fword in hand, rather^than yield 
NB tch terms, broke off the conference, and applied hiin- 
the defence of the city 

Ia the me^ time Orontes, who commanded the land 
forces, not being able* to brook the fuperiority which Ti- 
ribazus had over him, as being entrufted with the whole 
management of the war, and jealous of his fuccefs, wrote 
feiArctly to the court, accufing him, among other things^ 
of forming defigns againft the king’s interelt, and holding 
syprivate correfpondence with the Lacedaemonians. Upon 
the receipt of thefe letters, Artaxerxes immediately dif- 
patched orders to Orontes to feize Tiribazus, and fend 
him prifonerto court; which order being, without dehiy, 
put in execution, the chief command was conferred upon 
Orontes. This new general fipding the army ready to Obtains 
^mutiny under his command, made haile to conclude a abetur 
treaty with Euagoras upon the terms wluch Tiribazus had 
rejefted, viz. That he fliould hold Salamine as king of 
that city, paying only a fmall tribute to the king of Perfia. 

Thus the fiege was raifed, and a peace concluded with 
Euagoras, after a war which had coft the PerGans fifty 
thouiand talents, that is, near ten millions of our money. 

For the elogy and rharafter of this prince, we refer the 
reader to Ifocrates s. ^ 

The peace concluded with Euagoras did not put an end Gafa re* 
to the war in thofe parts ; for Gaus, refenting the in- 
juflice done to Tiribazus, whofe daughter he had mar- 
ried, fent deputies to Achoris, king of Egypt; and having 
concluded an alliance with him againll the king of PerGa, 
openly revolted, and was joined by a great part both of 
the fleet and army, moll of the oiiicers being entirely at 
his devotion. He likewlfe folicited the Lacedsemonians 
to come into the league, affuring them, that he, in his 
turn, would at the end of the war employ all his forces 
in their favour, and make them mailers of all Greece. 

They hearkened favourably to thefe propofals, and em- 
braced with joy fuch an opportuntity of making war upon 
the PerGag^ being highly diffatisGcd m ith the peace of 
Anta^lHas. But before matters were ripe for execution, 

Ga^ was treacheroufly flain by one of his officers ; and Is killed* 
'Ifaches, who took upon him to carry on the fame defign, 
died foon after 5 fo that the vail preparations they -had 

f Diod. lib, xv< p, f 59, & fcq, ’ c Ifocrat. in Eiiag'or. Diod, 

' ubi fuprai 
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made were rendered ufelefs ; and the Lacedaenno 
never afterwards interfered with the affairs of Afia^. 

Ataxcrxes had no fooner finiflied the CypriaiJ^ar, tjM 
he entered upon another againft the Caduria>^^^wFf1^^6-i 
bably had revolted from him. This people Inhabited the 
mountains between the Euxinc and Cafpian Seas ; and 
being inured to a hard and laborious life, were accounted 
a very warlike race h The king marched in peiifon againft 
them, at the head of three hundred thoufand foot, a^hd 
twenty thoufand horfe j but the country, on account of its 
barrennefs, not affording provifions fuflicient to maintain 
fo numerous an army, they were foon reduced to feed 
upon the beafts of burden which accompanied the army ; 
and thefe became fo fcarce, that an afs^s head was fold for 
fixty drachmas. The king’s provifions too began to fall 
{hort, and only a few horfes remained, In this emer- 
gency, Tiribazus contrived a ftratagem, which' faved 
king and his army. He followed the court in this expe- 
dition, of rather w’as carried about as a prifoner, being 
in difgrace, occafioned by crimes laid to his charge by 
Orontes, as we have fald before. The Cadufians had two 
kings, who Were encamped apart from each other. Tiri- 
bazus, who took care to be informed of all that paffed in 
the enemy’s camp, found that there was fome mifimder- 
ftanding between them *, and that the jealo.ufy and mif- 
truft which they had of each other, prevented their afting 
in concert. He therefore advifed the king to enter into 
a treaty with them \ and taking upon himfelf the whole 
management of it, went in perfon to one of the kings, 
and fent his fon to the other. Each of them informed the 
king to whom he applied, that the other had fent ambuf- 
fadors to treat feparately with Artaxerxes, and advifed him 
to lofe no time, but make his peace as foon as poffible, 
that the conditions might be the more advantageous. 
Their negoclations had the defired effeft, and both princes 
were brought feparately to fubmit to the king. Thus both 
he and his army were faved from deftrudtion. 

On the king’s return to Sufa, the eminent fervice w^hich 
Tiribazus had done him in that expedition, itr^ToH him 
to have his caufe thoroughly examined, and to granV|him 
a fair hearing. For that purpofe he appointed three 
miffioners, who were all of eminent rank, and diftin- 
gulftied probity; fhefc, after an impartial difeuflion of the 
whole affair, were unanimous in declaring him innocent; 


^Diod. lib. xv< 


i Strabo, lib. xj. p. 507—510. 
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Jrt confequence of which fentence, he was by the king ref- 
vilorcd to his former honourSj and Orontes his accuferba- 
wjiAed the jcourt 

' being now at leifiire from all other en- 

gagements, rrfolved to reduce the Egyptians* who had 
long before fhaken off the Perfian yoke, and accordingly 
made great preparations for that war. Achoris, who then 
reigned in |Egypt, forefeeing the ftorm, was not wanting 
on*his fide to provide againft it the beft he could. He 
joined a great number of Greeks and other mercenaries, 
voider the command of Chabrias the Athenian, to his own 
fubjefts. Pharnabazus, being charged with the manage- 
ment of this war, fent ambaffadors to Athens, complain- 
ing of Chabrias for engaging to ferve againft the king of 
Perfia, with whom the ftate of Athens lived in amity, and 
threatening the republic with hig maftePs refentment, if 
^Jie were not immediately recalled. He demanded at the 
l^me time Iphicrates, another Athenian, and the beft ge- 
neral of his time, to command the Greek mercenaries in 
the Perfian fervice. The Athenians, w'ho had then a 
great dependence on the Perfian king’s friendfhip, to fup- 
portthem againft their domeftic enemies, recalled Cha- 
brias, ordering him to repair to Athens, on pain of death, 
by a certain day ; and Iphicrates was fent to take upon 
him the command of the Greek mercenaries in the Per- 
fian army. This general, on his arrival, having muftered 
the forces he was to command, he fo excrcifed them in 
all the arts of war, that they became very famous among 
the Greeks, under the name of Iphicratefian foldiers : 
and indeed he had time enough to inftruft them before 
they entered upon aftion j for the Perfians being very 
flow in their preparations, two whole years elapfed before 
they were in a condition to take the field. Achoris, king 
of Egypt, died in the mean time, and was fucceeded by 
Pfammuthis, who reigned only one year. After him Ne- 
pherotes reigned four months i and then Nectanebus, the 
firft of the Sebennytic race, fwayed the feeptre twelve 
years k 

Ariaxerx^*^that he might draw more auxiliaries out of 
Greec^ tor his Egyptian war, fent ambafladors thither to 
pu^jjfh end to their domeftic broils j and declare, in his 
mame, to the different ftates and cities of that country, 
that it was his pleafure, that they fhould live in p'eace 
with each other, upon the terms of the treaty of AntaU 
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cldas ; and that, all garrifona being withdrawn, each city 
ftiould be left to enjc-y its liberty, an'd live according to 
own laws. This declaration was received wi^h 
by all the cities of Greece, except the 
afpiriiig to the empire of all Greece, rtfufed to ^con- 
form 

At length all things^being in a readinefs for the ihva- 
fion of Egypt, the Perfian army was alTembied at Ace, 
fince called Ptolemais, the place of the general reniiiez- 
vous. There, in a review, the army was found to confill; 
of two hundred thoufand Per dans, under the command of' 
Pharnabazus; and twenty thoufand Greeks, under Iphi- 
crates. Their forces by fea were in proportion to thofe 
by land; for their fleet confided of three hundred gallies, 
befides an incredible number of veffels that followed, to 
furnidi both the fleet and the army with neceflary provi- 
fions. The army and fleet began to move at the fame 
time *, and that they'might aft in concert, they feparated 
as little as poflible. The war was to begin with the fiegc 
of Pelufium ; but Neftanebus, having had fufficient time 
to provide for the defence of that place, had rendered the 
approach to it imprafticable, both by fea and land. The 
fleet, therefore, indead of making a defeent, as had been at 
fird projefted, failed from thence to the Mendefian mouth 
of the Nile 5 for the river, at that time, emptied itfelf into 
the fea, by feven different channels, and each of thefe 
was defended by a fort and a ftrong garrifon : but the 
Mendefian mouth of the Nile not being fo well fortified- 
at the Pelufian, where the enemy was expefted, they 
landed the forces there without great oppofition, carried 
the fortrefs that guarded it, and put all the Egyptians that 
were found in it to the fWord. After this aftion, Iphi- 
crates was. for re-embarking the troops, without lofs of 
time, and attacking Memphis, the capital of Egypt. Had 
this opinion been followed, before the Egyptians recovered 
from the condernation which fo formidable an invafion, 
and the blow already received, bad thrown them into, they 
would have found the place without any defence, and 
mud have certainly taken it, and re-conquftfifi,d^l Egypt. 
But the main body of the army not being yet come up, 
Pharnabazus would undertake nothing before their afeval. 
Iphicrates, in the utmoft defpair, to fee fo favourable an 
opportunity lod, which perhaps might never be retrieved, 
made prelfing indances for leave to attempt the place, 


with 


« Diod. lib^ xvi p. 47^' 
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^ith the mercenaries only that were under his com- 
mand: but Pharnabazus, from a mean jcaloufy of the 
^)0^our that would redound to Iphicrates, fhouM he fuc- 
cV® the enterprize, would by no means hearken to his 
pfopofal, Tlijs delay gave the Egyptians time to recover 
their courage, and put themfelves in a condition to oppofe 
any farther attempts, as we have related elfewhere. Thus 
ended thisiwar, which had cofl immenfe fums, two whole 
yeArs having been fpent in making the nectflary prepa- 
rations for fo fruitlefs an attempt. The only etteft it 
* produced, was an irreconcileable enmity between the'tw'o 
generals ; for, Pharnabazus, in order to excufe himfelf, 
laid the whole blame of the mifearriage upon Iphicrates ; 
and he, with more reafon, recriminated upon Pharna- 
bazus j but, being well apprifed, that Pharnabazus would 
find more credit at the Perfiau court than he, and re- . 
.membering what had happened to Conon, that he miglvt 
not meet with the like fate, he privately hired a fbip, and 
ri^tired to Athens 

Twelve years after this expedition, Artaxerxes, who had 
not laid afide the thoughts of fubjed'ing Egypt, notwith- 
ftanding his many mifearriages, began to make new pre- 
parations for invading that country. Tachos, who had 
fucceeded Neftanebus, drew together all his forces, to de- 
fend himfelf againft fo powerful an enemy \ hut having 
marched out of Egypt into Phoenice, in order to attack 
the Perfians there, the Egyptians revolted in his abfcnce, 
and fee up NeGanebus in his ftead, who drove him quite ' 
out of Egypt. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes, great 
difturbances arofe in the Perfian court, which was rent 
into fatffions by his fons, each making parties among the 
nobility, to fupport his prctenfions to the crown. He had 
a hundred and fifteen fons by his concubines, and three 
by his queen, namely, Dariils, Ariafpes, and Ochus. Tq 
put a ftop to thefe praftices and contentions, he declared 
Darius, the elder, his fucceflbr; and, the better to fettle 
him on the throne, allowed him to alTume the title of 
king, and w^r the tiara, even, in his life-time \ but thefe j 
honours not eontenting the young prmce’s ambition, i 
who -was alfo difgufted with his father^ for refufing hinji 
one of his concubines, whom he demanded, he formed m 
defign againft thf oii king^s life, and engaged in the eon- 

" Died. lib. XV. p. 4.7S. &p 397— Plut. in AgelU. p. Sifi. 
618. Xenoph. Plut, ^ Corn. Nep. in AgeliU 
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fpiracy fifty of his brothers. Tiribazua, whom we have 
often mentioned in this hiftory, contributed the moft to < 
his taking this unnatural refolution, and for a like 
ject of discontent. Artaxerxes had promifedhim in 
riage one of his daughters; but, falling 'in love w!th 
her, married her himfelf ; and, having afterwards Lro- 
mifed Tiribazus another daughter, he married her /ilfo. 
Thefe two difappointments provoked Tiribazjus to luch 
a degreee, that, to revenge the afFront, he ftirred up4hc 
young king to that wicked attempt. The number of 
the confpirators was already very formidable, and the 
day fixed for the execution of their defign ; when an 
eunuch, who was privy to the plot, difcovcred it to the 
king ; whereupon the confpirators were feized as they 
were entering the king's palace, and all put to death 

Darius being thus cut oflF, the fame contention was re- 
vived, which, before his being declared king, had pr^ 
duced fo many different fadlions. Three of his brothers 
were competitors, Ariafpes, Ochus, and Arfames. The 
two firfl; claimed the crown in right of their birth, being 
the king’s fons by his queen ; the third only by the king’s 
favour, who tenderly loved him, though only the fon of 
a concubine. Ochus, prompted by his reftlefs ambition, 
found means to get rid of his two rivals ; for Ariafpes 
being of an eafy temper, and very credulous, he fuborned 
the eunuchs of the palace to threaten him in fuch a man- 
ner, in the king’s name, that, expe£ling every moment to be 
treated as Darius had been, he poifoned himfelf, to avoid 
a more cruel death. But, Arfames ftill remaining to ri- 
val him in his pretenfions, and being, for his wifdom, and 
other princely virtues, in the opinion of his father, and all 
others, the moft worthy of the crown, he caufed him to 
be affaffinated by Harpates, the fon of Tiribazus. This 
lofs, added to the former, and the wickednefs which 
attended both, overwhelmed the king, who was then 
ninety-four years of age, with fuch grief, that, not be- 
ing able to bear up againft it, he died, in the forty- 
fixth year of his reign p. He was a mild and generous 
prince, and governed with great clemencj^nd juftice ; 
whence he was honoured, and his authority refpefted, 
throughout the whole empire. This chara£ler Ochus ^as* 
fenfible of, and well knew that it would be quite other- 
wife with him, the death of his tw(? brothers having 

0 Plut. in Artaxer. Juftjn, lib. cap. iia. P Diod. lib. xv, 
p. 506. Piut. ibid. 
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alienated the minds both of the nobility and people. To 
aVolcVthe inconveniencies that might attend this general 
hatred and averfion, he prevailed with the eunuchs, and 
^thers that attended the king's perfon, to conceal his 
OTath ; and cook upon himfelf the adminiftration of af- 
f^s, arders, and iffuing decrees, in the name of 

AiVaxerxCT, as if he had been Hill alive. By one of thefe 
delrees hejcaufed himfelf, as by his father's order, to be 
pr|claimea king throughout the whole empire After 
having thus governed near ten months, believing his au- 
thority fufficiently eftablifhed, he at length declared the 
death of his father, and openly afcended the throne, tak- 
ing the name of Artaxerxcs. Hiftorians, however, moft 
frequently call him Ochus ; and under this name we ihall 
fpeak of him in the fequel of thisHiftory. 

It was no fooner known that Artaxerxcs was dead, and 
Ochus in pofleffion of the throne, than all Afia Minor, 
JJyria, Phoenice, and many other provinces, openly re- 
volted The chief men concerned in this revolt were, 
Ariobarzanes governor of Phrygia, Maufolus king of 
Caria, Orontes governor of Myfia, and Antophradates 
governor of Lydia. Datames likewife was engaged in the 
rebellion, being at that time governor of Cappadocia. 
By this, as it may be named, general infurreftion, half the 
revenues of the empire were, on a fudden, diverted into 
different channels \ and the remainder would not have 
been fufficient to carry on the war againft fo many re- 
volters, had they a£led in concert ; but they did not long 
keep firm to each other*, and thofe, who had been the 
firft and moft zealous in fhaking off the yoke, ftrove who 
lliould fooneft betray the others, and thereby make their 
peace with the king. The provinces of Afia Minor, on 
withdrawing their obedience, had entered into a confe- 
deracy for their mutual defence, and chofen Orontes for 
their general. They had alfo refolved to add twenty 
thoufand mercenaries to their own troops, and charged 
Orontes with the care of raifmg them ; but, when he had 
a fufficient fum, both for raifing thofe forces, and main- 
taining them for a year, he kept the money for himfelf, 
and delivered* up to the king, thofe who had brought it 
to 'him from the revolted provinces. Rheomitres, another 
of the chiefs of Afia Minor, being fent into Egypt, to ne- 
gotiate fuccours in that kingdom, was guilty of the like 
treachery *, for, having brought from thence five hundred 

1 Polyxn. Stratag. lib. vii# 
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talents, and fifty ftiips of war, and aflemblcd the ring- 
leaders of the revolt at Leucas, a city of Afia Minor, un- 
der pretence of giving them an account of his negotiation?,, 
he feized them all, and made his peace with the king, 
betraying them into his hands. Thus, this /ormi^abie rt;- 
volt, which had brought the Perfian empiire tq the -^j^^ry 
brink of ruin, was fupprelTed ; and Ochus ^^as, wi th- 
out flriking a blow, fettled on the throne ^ ©nly D^ta- 
mes, governor of Cappadocia, having poflelfed himifelf 
alfo of Paphlagonia, gave him much trouble. By what 
we read of him in Cornelius Nepos and Polya:nus, it ap- 
pears, that he maintained himfelf a long time in botti 
thefe provinces ; and was at lad murdered by the treachery 
of Mlthridates, one of his intimates. 

Ochus was the mod cruel and wicked of all the princes 
of that race in Perfia ; for he had not been long upon the 
throne, when he filled tfie palace, and the whole empire, 
with blood ^and (laughter. That the revolted provinces 
might have none of the blood-royal to fet up againd him, 
and to rid himfelf at once of all the uneafinefs, which 
the princes of the royal family might give him, he put 
them all to death, without any regard to fex, age, or 
proximity of blood. He caufed Ocha, his own fider and 
mother-in-law, for he had married her daughter, to be 
buried alive ; and, having Ihut up one of his uncles, with 
a hundred of his fons and grand-fons, in'a court of the 
palace, he ordered his archers to difpatch them with their 
arrows*. This uncle feems to have been the father of 
Sifiganlbis, mother to Darius Codomannus j for 
Curtius tells us, that Ochus caufed eighty of her brothers, 
together with their father, to be maflacred in one day K 
With the fame barbarity he treated all thofe who gave 
him any umbrage, fparing none of the nobility, who be- 
trayed the lead mark of difeontent or difiaffedion to his 
perfon. 

'But all the cruelties he praftifed could not keep his fub- 
jefts in awe. Artabazus, governor of one of the Afiatic 
provinces, rebelled, and engaged Chares the Athenian to 
join him with a fleet and body of troops, w^ich he com- 
manded in thofe parts. Ochus fent an army of feventy 
thoufand men againd the rebels ; but they were, by 
Chares, and his Athenians, cut in pieces. Artabazus, in 

' Dit)d. lib. ^iv. p. 504^506. Poly«n. Stratag. lib. vli, 
B Juftin, lib. X. cap. 3. Val. Max, lib< ix. cap. 1. ‘ Lib. 
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reward of fo great a fervice, gave Chares a fum of money 
_iufficijerit to pay his fleet, and the forces he had on board, 
king highly refented this conduct of the Athenians, 
a^hey v\;cre then engaged in a war with the Chians, 
Ktodiar^ Coens, and Byzantines, threatened to join their 
enlmies ^th a numerous fleet, if they did not recall 
C^res. rhe Athenians, fearing to provoke fo power- 
ful an enemy, ordered Chares to return forthwith into 
Greece''. 

Artabazus, being thus deferted by the Athenians, had 
recourfe to the Thebans ; who fent to his aflillance a body 
of five thoufand men, under the command of the brave 
Pammenes. With this reinforcement, Artabazus again 
took the field, and gained two very confiderable viflories 
over the king’s forces j which greatly redounded to the 
honour of the Thebans and theii* commander. However, 
thefe made their peace foon after with the king, who 
having given them three hundred talents, they returned 
home. Artabazus, thus deftitute of all fupport, was 
at laft overcome, and forced to take refuge with Philip of 
Macedon. 

This rebellion was fcarce quelled, when feveral others 
broke out in divers parts of the empire. The Sidonians, 
and other Phoenicians, being opprelTed by thofe the king 
had fet over them, taking up arms, entered into a confe- 
deracy with Neftanebus king of Egypt i and, being af- 
lifted by that prince with four thoufand Greek mercena- 
ries, drove the Perflans quite out of their territories 

The Cypriots, being likewife ill ufed by their Perfian 
governors, and encouraged by this fuccefs of the Phoeni- 
cians, joined with them and the Egyptians in the fame 
alliance Hereupon Ochus difpatched his orders to 
Idriens king of Caria, injoining him to invade the ifland 
of Cyprus, and make war upon the inhabitants, putting 
all to fire and fword. Idriens, in compliance with this 
injunftion, having equipped a fleet, fent it, with eight 
thoufand Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
Phocion an Athenian, and Eviagoras (P), to make a de- 

feent 

” Died. lib. xvi, p. 517, 51S. Idem, p. 531— 533. * Diod. 

ubi fupra, p« 531. 

(P) Another Euagoras had he was fijcceeded by Nicoclcfl 
formerly reigned in the city of his fon ; and this Euagorajs 
Salamine, whom we have fpo- feems to have been the fon of 
ken of above. On his death Nicocles, and to have fuc- 
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fcent in the Ifland. The troops landed without any con- 
fiderable oppofition, and being reinforced with othe^"^. 
bodies from Syria and Cilicia, befieged Salamine by 
and land ^ 

Ochus, finding that his lieutenants made nr progi;^ffs 
againft theEgyptians and Phoenicians, refolved tQ/'commi*5id 
his forces in perfon ; and accordingly having d|awn tojje- 
ther a formidable army, he marched at the head of it into 
Phoenice, where the city of Sidon was betrayed to him by 
Mentor the Rhodian, and Tennes king of the place. 
The ruin and total deftruftion of Sidon, terrified the 
other cities of Phoenice to fuch a degree, that they all 
fubmitted to the conqueror; each of them making peace 
with the king upon the beft terms they could obtain : nei- 
ther was Ochus unwilling to compound with them, that 
he might be no longer retarded from putting in execu- 
tion the defigns he had upon Egypt ^ ' 

But before he marched thither, his army received from 
Greece a reinforcement of tenthoufand mercenaries; the 
Thebans fenthim athoufand men under the command of 
Lachares, and the Argives fupplied three thoufand, com- 
manded by Nicoftratus : the reft joined him from the 
Greek cities of Afia. The Athenians and Lacedaemonians 
excufed themfelves, telling the king’s ambafiadors, that 
they ihould be glad to maintain .peace and friendflnp with 
their inafter ; but could not, at that time, fpare him any 
fuccours. The Jews alfo feem to have been engaged in 
this revolt of Phoenice; for Ochus, from Sidon, marched 
into Judaea, where he befieged and took Jericho, carrying 
along with him into Egypt a great many captive Jews, and 
fending others into Hyrcania, where they were planted in 

y Plod, ubifupra, * Diod. lib. xvi. p. 531 , 531 , &c. 

ccedcd him in that kingdom ; prus had then nine cities, and 
but, being driven out by Pro- each of them had its king, but 
tagoras his uncle, was in ba- fubjeift and tributary to the 
niftiment when this war began, king of Perfia, All thefe 
He gladly joined the Perfians, joined in this confederacy, 
in hopes of recovering his with a defign to lhake off the 
crown ; and the knowlege he Perfian yoke, and make them- 
had of the country, made him felves independent each in his 
a very proper perfon to com- own city (tJ. 
maud in this expedition, Cy- 


the 


(1) Vide pjpd. lib, xvi. p. 53*. 
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the provinces bordering on the Cafpian Sea Ochus at 
^e fame time put an end to the Cj^prian ^ar, bycompro- Cvprhu 
"^fing matters with the nine Cyprian kings. Having his makeptaa, 
liud^tirely bent on the coiiquell of Egypt, he willingly 
robren^all Aeir grievances, and confirmed them in their 
re\ietSiv\ governments 

lavingVhus fettled the affairs both of Phoenice and 
C^rus, hfc fet out on his Egyptian expedition. On his 
march he loft a great many men, who were drowned in 
the lake Serbonis, which lies between Phoenice and Egypt, 
and extends about thirty miles. When the fouth wind 
blows, the whole furface of the water is covered with 
fand from the defert, in fuch manner, that no one can 
diftinguifh it from the firm land. Several parties of 
Ochus’s army, for want of good guides, were loft in it \ 
and we are told, that entire a^jmies have there met with 
the fame fate. When he arrived in the frontiers of Egypt, 
he detached three bodies to invade the country, each com- 
manded by a Perfian and Greek general. The firft was 
led by Lachares the Theban, and Rofaces governor of 
Lydia and Ionia ; the feepnd by Nicoftratus the Theban, 
and Ariftazanes ; the third by Mentor the Rhodian, and 
Bagoas one of his eunuchs. The main body of the army 
he kept with himfelf, and encamped near Pclufium, with Encamps 
defign to watch there the events of the war : but, of the 
fuccefs that attended him in this expedition, comprehend- 
ing the total and final redudtion of Egypt, \ve have fpo- 
ken in the hiftory of that country. 

Ochus having thus terminated the Egyptian war, fent 
back the Greek mercenaries to their refpeftive countries 
with ample rewards : but, as all his conquefts were j^gntor't 
chiefly owing to Mentor, he diftinguifhed him above all /mgular 
the reft, not only rewarding him with a hundred talents, merit re- 
and other prefents to a great value, but appointing him '^^rded, 
governor of all the coafts of Afia, and committing to his 
care the whole management of the war, which he was ftill 
carrying oh againft fome provinces that had revolted in 
the beginning of his reign. Thefe, by cunning ftrata- 
gems, and by open force, he reduced, reftoring the king’s 
authority in all the parts of that vaft empire. 

All the revolted provinces being reduced, fnd peace 
cftablilhed throughout the whole empire, Ochus gave 

a Solin. cap. 35. Syncell, ex African©, p. *56- Orof. lib< xxxi. 
cap. 7. jofeph. lib. i. contra Apion, Juftin, Jib. xxxvi. cap; 5. 

^ Diod. ubi, fupra, p 534. 
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himfielf up to eafe, luxury, and pleafure, leaving the ad** 
minidration of^ublic affairs entirely to his minilters.* The 
chief of thefe were Bagoas his favourite eunuch, and 
tor the Rhodian, who agreeing to part the power betMflc^ 
them, the former governed all the provinc^of df^Upi/er 
A fra, and the latter ruled thofe of the loweiy Bag/as, 
being by birth an Egyptian, had a gredt zeal ifor thefre- 
ligion of his country, and endeavoured to influeiibe the lj|ng 
in favour of the Egyptian ceremonies ; but, in oppofitlon 
to all his endeavoursj the king not only plundered the 
temples, but carried away the facred records that were 
lodged in them ; and, in contempt of their religion, flew 
the god Apia, that is, the facred bull, which they wor- 
fhipped under that name. This irreligious behaviour Ba- 
goas deeply refented, and ever afterwards watched an op- 
portunity of revenging the affront offered to his religion. 
The records he redeemed with a great fiim of money, and 
fent them back into Egypt; but the injury done to his 
god, he thought could be no othervvife atoned for, but by 
putting the facrilegious king to death ; this aim he effected 
accordingly, by the help of the king’s phyfician, who in 
his ficknefs, gave him a ftrong poifori inflead of phyfic, in 
the twenty-firft year gf his reign. Nor did the eunuch’s 
revenge ftop "here ; for the king’s body he kept, caufing 
another to be buried inftead of it : and becaufeOchus had 
compelled his attendants to eat the flelh of their god Apis, 
he cut bis flefli in pieces, and gave it to the cats, making 
of his bones handles for fwords. Having in this barbarous 
manner difpatched his mafter and benefaftor, and feeing 
the whole power of the empire in his hands, be placed 
Arfes, the youngell of the dead king^s fons, on the throne, 
and put all the reft to death, that he might tlie better fe- 
cure to himfelf the authority which he had ufurped ; far 
tlie bare name of king was all that he allowed to Arfes, 
referving to himfelf the whole power and authority of the 
government 

Arfes did not long*enjoy even this fliadow of power, 
being flain by the fame Bagoas, who, finding that the 
king, Well apprifed of his wickednefs and treachery, was 
taking n^afures to bring him to condign punifhment, con- 
trived to* ut him and his whole family to death, in the fe- 
cond year of bis reign 

c Dioil. lib. xvH p. 56^4. .ffiliaR.Var. Kilt, lib vi. cap* *■ Re- 
iver. Siiipit, lifb. ii. Vide & Suid, in ^ Diod. Sc 

alii ibid. 
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The throne becoming again vacant by the death of 

B IS, who dared not yet ufurp it to himfelf, 
Darius, the third of that name InPerfia, Be- 
[Tion to the crown he was called Codomannus, 
ot*^to have been of the blood royal, becaufe 
[le fon of any king that reigned before him ; 
was of the royal family, being defcended 
Nothus, whofe grandfon, Arfanes, marry- 
ing nis uwii fifter Sifigambis, had by her Codomannus- 
Oftanes, the fon of Darius Nothus, and father to Ar- 
fttfies, was put to death by Ochus on his firft afeending 
the throne, and with him above eighty of his fons and 
grandfons How Codomannus cajlie to efcape this 
flaughter is no where faid. In the reign of Ochus he 
made but a very poor figure, being only an aftancla, that 
is, one employed to carry the roy^iX difpatches to the go- 
vernors of the provinces j a mean employment for one of 
the royal family ^ In the war which Ochus waged with 
the Cadufians, towards the latter end of his reign, one 
of thofe barbarians having challenged the whole Perfian 
army to find a champion that dare encounter him in fingic 
combat, Codomannus accepted the challenge, after all 
the others bad deplined it, and flew the Cadufian. For 
this gallant aftion he was rewarded with the govern- 
ment of Armenia 8, and thence raifed to the throne by 
Bagoas in the manner above related. But he had not 
long enjoyed the fovereign power before Bagoas, find*, 
ing that he would not be entirely governed by him, re- 
folved to remove him, and accordingly provided a poi- 
ibnous potion : Darius, however, being acquainted with 
his defign, when the potion was brought him made 
Bagoas himfelf drink it; and having thereby got rid of 
the traitor by his own artifice, he fettled himfelf on the 
throne without any farther difficulty or oppofition Au- 
thors reprefent Darius as a prince of a mild and generoi^ 
difpofition, of great perfonal valour, and in flature arm 
ftiapc far exceeding every individual of the whole Perfian 
empire; but having fucb a fortunate rival as Alexander 
the Great to encounter, he was not able, with all his 
good qualities and perfonal courage, to withftand him 
and he was fcarcc feated on the throne when he found 
ibis powerful enemy preparing for his deftruftion. 

' Alexander having fettled his affairs in Macedon, and 
ufed all imaginable precautions to prevent any troubles 

s Died. ibid. Plut. in Artaxerxe. f Plut. de Vita Sc Fortuna 
Ale^candri. p Diod. ibid. Juftin. lib. x. cap. j. h Died. 

ubiFupra* Curt. lib. vi* cap. 6. Strabo, lib. xv. ^iian k alii. 
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that might arife in that kingdom during his ahfence, fet 
out for Siftus, and thence paffed over the Hellefpont int(v 
Afia, in the fecond year of Darius’s reign. A war agif^i. 
the Perfians had been refolved on, fomc time befocf;^^ a 
general afTembly of the Amphi£fyons, to re#?Vige rthe 
many injuries which Greece had received fr jm theaoar- 
barians, during the fpace of three hundred jyears and 
Philip king of Macedon had been appointed Icomm^lmder 
in chief of the forces deftined for this expedition-, but 
Philip being in the mean time murdered, his fon Alex- 
ander fummoned a general alTembly of all the ftates and 
free cities of Greece, to meet at Corinth \ and having pre- 
vailed with them to choofe him in his father’s room, he 
obliged each city to furnifh its quota of men and money 
for carrying on the war. His army, according to the 
highefl: account, amounted to no more than thirty thou- 
fand foot and five thoufand horfe *, but they were all 
chofen men, well difeiplined, and inured to the toils of 
war, moft of them having ferved under Philip during his 
long wars, and all of them having been employed in dif- 
ferent expeditions. Parmenio commanded the infantry ; 
Philopatus, his fon, had the command of eighteen hun- 
dred horfe, all Macedonians ; Callas, the fon of Harpalus, 
led the fame number of Thefialian cavalry ; the reft of 
the horfe had their particular conimander, each being fet 
over thofe of his own nation. With this army Alexander 
crofTed the Hellefpont, and arrived at the river Granicus, 
where he found the Perfian governors of the neighbouring 
provinces encamped, with an army of a hundred thoufand 
foot and ten thoufand horfe, with a defign to difpute his 
pafiage. Memnon, the Rhodian, whom Darius had ap- 
pointed governor over all the coafts of Afia, had advifed 
the generals not to venture a battle, but to lay wafte the 
whole country, and even deftroy the cities, that the ene- 
my might be obliged, for want of provifions, to return 
back into Europe ; but Arfites, governor of Phrygia, op- 
pofed the opinion of Memnon, protefting, that he would 
never fuffer the Greeks to make fuch havock in the coun- 
tries he governed. This rafh and impolitic counfel pre- 
vailed *, and Memnon was even fufpefted to hold intelli- 
gence with the enemy, or at leaft to be defirous of pro- 
trafting th^war, and thereby continuing the command 
to himfelf*. 

The Perfian cavalry lined the banks of the Granicus, 
and formed a large front, in order to oppofe Alexander 

1 Ari ian. lib. i.Plul. in Alrxand. Q^Curt. lib. iii. 
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^herever lie fliould attempt a pafTage ; and the foot, con- 
chiefly of Greek rnercenaries, were pofled behind 
tn\^valry on an eafy afcent. Parmenio, obferving the 
-difloTicnSn of the enemy’s army, advifed Alexander to en- 
canfln on oj!pofite banks of the river, that his troops 
migtc haveVime to reft, and not to attempt the crofting 
over till the (next morning, the river being deep, the banks 
verytraggy and fteep, his . troops tired with their march, 
and thofe of the enemy quite frefli, as having been en- 
camped in that place for feveral days. But all the rea- 
fons he could adduce made not the leaft impreftion on 
Alexander, who anfwered, that it would be a difgrace to 
him and his army, fhould he, after crofting the Hellef- 
pont, fuffer his progrefs to be ftopt by a rivulet, for fo, 
out of contempt, he called the Granicus*'. 

The two armies being drawn* up in battle-array on 
the oppofite banks of the river, continued fome time in 
fight of each other, as if they dreaded the event. The 
Perfians waited till the Macedonians fhould enter the river, 
that they might attack them to advantage on their land- 
ing, and the Macedonians were looking for a convenient 
place to pafs ; this they no fooner found, than Alex- 
ander ordered a ftrong detachment of horfe to advance 
into the river, and the right wing followed, which he 
commanded in perfon, the trumpets in the mean time 
founding, and loud fhouts of joy being heard throughout 
the whole army. The Perfians let fly fuch ftiowers of 
arrows againft the detachment of Macedonian horfe, as 
caufed fome confufion, feveral of their horfes being killed 
or wounded ; and as they drew near the bank, a moft 
bloody engagement enfued, the Macedonians endeavour- 
ing to land, and the Perfians pufhing them again into the 
river. As Memnon commanded in this place, with his 
fons, the firft ranks of the Macedonians were entirely cut 
oflF; and the reft, after having with the utmoft difficulty 
gained the fliore, were forced back into the river. Alex- 
ander, who followed them clofe, obferving the confufion 
they were in, put himfelf at their head, and landed, after 
furmounting all oppofition. Then he attacked the enemy’s 
cavalry with great vigour, and, and obliged them, after 
an obftmate refiftance, to give way. However, Spithro- 
•Kates, governor of Ionia, and fon-in-law to IDarius, being 
furrounded by forty Perfian lords, all of them his rela- 
tions, ftill maintained his ground, and did all that lay in his 

^ Diod. Arrian. Plutarch, Curtius, 5; alii, ubi fupra. 
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power to lead the Perfians back to the charge. Aldxandcr^ 
feeing in how gallant a manner he fignalized himfelf, 
vanced full galJop to engage him ; neither did he decli&r 
the combat, and both were (lightly wounded 
encounter. Spithrobates having thrown his ijufelin 
out efFedl, immediately advanced fword in b^nd ajftinft 
Alexander, who being upon his guard, run him thrhugh 
with his pike, as he was lifting up his arm to difeha^ge ^ 
blow with his feimiter; but Rofaces, brother to Spithro- 
bates, gave Alexander at the fame time fo furious a blow on 
the head with his battle-ax, that he beat o(F his plume, and 
(lightly wounded him through his helmet. As he was ready 
to repeat the blow Clitus, with one ilroke of his feimiter, 
cut ofFRofaces’ head, and thus faved the life of his fovereign. 
The Macedonians, animated by the example of their king, 
attacked the Perfian hoffe with new vigour ; fo that not 
being able to (land fo violent a (hock, they firlt gave 
ground, and foon after betook themfelves to a precipitate 
night. Alexander did not purfue them, but immediately 
charged, at the head of the right wing, the enemy’s in- 
fantry, who feeing themfelves attacked, at the fame time, 
by the cavalry, and the Macedonian phalanx, w^hich had 
eroded the river, made no great refinance. The Grecian 
infantry retired in good order to a neighbouring hill, 
whence they fent deputies to Alexander, demanding leave 
to march off unmolefted ; but he, inftead of coming to 
a parley wdth them, ruflied fword in hand into the middle 
of this fmall body, where he was very near being cut to 
pieces, his horfe being killed under him. The Greeks 
defended themfelves a long time with incredible valour, 
but being at laft overpowered with numbers, were almo(l 
all killed on the fpot. In this engagement the Perfians 
loft twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand five hundred 
bewfe; of the Macedonians, twenty»five men of the king’s 
own troop fell in the firft .attack, whofe ftatues, made by 
Jjyfippus, Alexander, fome time after, caufed to be ereft- 
ed in Dia, a city of Macedon, whence they were, many 
years after, carried t;o Rome by Q. Metellu^, About 
lixty others of the horfe were killed^ and thirty of the 
foot, who were all buried ne^ct day with great folemnity, 
the king exempting their parents and children from all 


jtaxes*. 

Sar^s and viflory w^s attended with all the happy circum- 

that could be expeded j for Sardis, which was 

to Alexan* i piut. in Alexandro, DLod. p. 503. Juftiiii lib, xi, cap, 6. Ar- 
drr* rian hb. i. cap> iS. , 
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the key of the Perfian empire, immediately furrendered, 
and was, by Alexander, declared a free city; the citizens 
permitted to live according to their own laws. From 
oiSpd ls h e advanced to Ephefus, where he was received 
Here he offered a great number of facri- 
fic^ t(l^DiVLna,*and affigned to the temple of the goddefs 
all tie tributes that were paid to the Perfians. Before he 
left Ephefus, the deputies of Trallis and MagncGa waited 
upon him with the keys of their cities. From Ephefus 
^ he advanced to Miletus ; which city, flattered with the 
* hopes of being foon relieved, refufed him ad|piittance ; 
and, indeed, the Perfian fleet, which was very numerous, 
made a feint, in order to fuccour the city ; but, after vari- 
ous fruitlefs attempts, they failed off. Memnon had (hut 
himfelf up in this ftronghold, with a confiderable number 
of his men who had efcaped from^the battle on. the Gra- 
nicus, and was refblved to make a vigorous refiftance. 
Alexander, having furrounded the city with his whole Miktus 
army, planted fcaling-ladders on all Tides, thinking that befiegtd 
the moft expeditious manner of becoming mafter of the 
place ; but his men being every where repulfed, and the 
city well fibred with provifions for a long fiege, he began 
to batter the walls with all his engines, night, and day, 
without intermiflion. Several breaches were made, but 
ftill he could not mafter the town, the befieged fuflaining 
all his efforts with incredible bravery. At laft, the place 
being almoft quite difmantled, and the befieged tired out 
with hard fervice, Memnon demanded to capitulate, and 
furrendered the city upon honourable terms ; the Milefians 
were allowed to live according to their own laws, and 
Memnon, with his Greeks, to march out unmolefted ; 
but the Perfians were either put to the fword or fold for 
flaves 

Alexander having thus pofleffed himfelf of Miletus, Memoft's 
marched into Caria, in order to befiege Halicarnalfus, the bra^t df 
metropolis of that province, which refufed to fubmit. 

'That city was, both by nature and art, one of the bell 
fortified in all Afia ; and befides, Memnon had thrown 
himfelf into it with a confiderable body of cbofen men, 
refolved to (ignalize, in the defence of fo important a place, 
his courage and attachment to Darius, with whom he had 
left his wife and children as pledges of his fidelity. Ac- 
xi^rdingly he made a moft vigorous refiflance, ‘being 
feconded by Ephialtes, another general of great prowefs. 

mDiod, ubi fupra. Arrian, fib. i« cap. 19. 
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Whatever could be expefted from the moft intrepid bra* 
very, and the moft confummate knowlege in the art of 
war, was praftifed, on this occafion, both by the befie^gj^ 
and the befieged. After the Macedonians had, with 1^5?' 
utmoft difficulty, filled up the ditches, and VvQugh»* * fl^ir 
engines near the walls, their works were ail derfolifheft in 
an inftant, and their engines fet on fire by tl/e befi/ged. 
No fooner was any part of the wall beat down by thabaN 
tering-rams, than a new rampart was raifed in its rtead, 
the Macedonians finding themfelves no farther advanced^ 
after an immenfe labour, than they were when they firft' 
fat down oefore the place. The city held out fo lorfg, 
and the befiegers had fo many difficulties to ftruggle with, 
that any general befides Alexander would have given over 
the ctuerprize*, but his troops were encouraged to purfue 
the undertaking by thofe very difficulties which would 
have difheartened oiherj; and their patience at laft proved 
fuccefsful, for Memnon was obliged to abandon the city, 
which he could no longer defend. As the fea was open 
he placed a ftrong garrifon in the citadel, which was ftored 
with all forts of provifions, and going on board the 
Perfian fleet, whereof he was admiral, conveyed the 
inhabitants* with all their effefts, to the ifland of Cos, 
not far diftant from HaUcarnalTus. Alexander finding 
the city empty both of riches and inhabitants, razed it to 
the ground ; but the citadel he did not think proper to be- 
fiege, it being of little importance to him after the city 
was deftroyed". 

After the reduftion of Halicarnaflus, all the Greek 
cities in Afia declared for Alexander, who proclaimed every 
where, that he had undertaken this war with no other 
view, than to free them from the Perfian bondage. In the 
fecond year of this war he reduced the provinces of Phry- 
gia, Lycia, Pifidea, Pamphylia, Paphlagonia, Galatia, 
and Cappadocia ; and appointed fuch of his friends to go- 
vern them as he thought fit for the office. Thefe tranf- 
aftions we fhall relate more at large in the life of that , 
great warrior. 

In the mean time Darius did not fail to prepare for a 
vigorous defence. Memnon advifed him to carry the war 
into Macedon: and a wifer refolution could not have been 
taken ; for the Lacedsemonians, and feveral other Greek 
ftates, that were difaffefted to the Macedonians, and jes^- 
lous of their overgrown power, would have readily joined^ 

, A Arrian, lib, xi. Tub init. Diod« ubi fiiprai , 
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their aliemies; and this junftion would have obliged' 
.^lexartder to leave Afia, and return to the defence of his 
» y;^i>comitry. Darius, being well apprifed of the rcafon- 
’of ^is advice, willingly embraced it, and charg- 
ed sMemhon nffut it in execution, appointing him admiral 
of the fleet, and commander in chief of all the forces that 
were^to be employed in this expedition. That prince could 
not have made a better choice; for Memnon was by far 
the beft general in his fervice, and had for many years 
given undoubted proofs, not only of his courage and con- 
dipS, but alfo his extraordinary fidelity and attachment to 
the Perfian interefl. Having received this new com- 
miflion, he affembled the fcattered remains of the army, 
and appointed the fleet to rendezvous at the illand of Cos, 
where he took onboard the land-forces, and with them 
reduced the iflands of Chios and J-iefbos, except the city 
of Mitylene. From thence he defigned to pafs over into 
Eubcjea, and make Greece and Macedon the feat of the 
war; but he died before Mitylene, which city he had His d^ath* 
been forced to befiege. His death was the greateft mif- 
fortune that could befal the Perfian empire j for Darius, 
not having one general capable of carrying on that en- 
terprize, the only expedient that could have faved his 
ei;npire, was obliged to drop it, and entirely depend upon 
his eaftern armies. Thefe he appointed to afiemble at Darius's 
Babylon, where having fet up his flandard, and muftered army muf- 
his forces, he found they amounted in all to the number ^^red at 
of four, five, or fix hundred thoufand men, according to 
the various accounts of authors 

The news of Memnon’s death confirmed Alexander in 
the refolution he had taken of marching immediately into 
the provinces of Upper Afia. Accordingly he proceeded 
with all poflible expedition into Cilicia ; and, arriving at 
a place called Cyrus’s Camp, (whether from Cyrus the 
Great, as Curtius tells us, or from the younger, as we 
read in Arrian, is uncertain) about fifty ftadia diftant from 
’the Streights of Cilicia, he was informed that the enemy 
guarded that important pafs with a confiderable body of 
troops. When he received this intelligence, leaving Par- Alexander 
menio there, he advanced in perfon, at the firft watch, to takes the 
furprize them. But the Perfians, being aware of his 
deflgn, betook tliemfelves to flight, and abandoned the ^ 

p^fs: Alexander having entered it, and viewed with at- Qamp^ 

^ Vide Plutarch in Alexand. Arrian, lib. xi. cap. 6. Jullin, 

*lib. xi. cap, Curt, lib. iii, cap. 
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tcntion the nature of the place, admired his good fortune, 
and owned that he might have been Hopped withf great ^ 
eafe, feeing the road was fo narrow that four men 
fcarce pafs a-brealt, and fo broken in feveraLplaces^^^^fo" 
encumbered with large ftoncs which had roKCd dcJ^iflbm 
the mountains, that a very fmall number of refolute men 
might have withftood, with no other weapons but ftoneSi 
a more numerous army. From the Streights of Cilicia, 
he marched to the city of Tarfus, where he arrived the 
inftant the Perfians were fetting fire to the place, in order 
to prevent the Macedonians from enriching themfelves 
with the plunder of fo , wealthy and fl<Jurifhing a city. 
They arrived therefore very feafonably to Hop the pro- 
grefs of the fire, and fave the place from utter deftruc- 
tion 

In the mean time Daj-ius had begun his march, at the 
head of his numerous army, and was advanced as far as 
the vaft plains of Mefopotamia, Here the commanders 
of the Greek mercenaries earneftly prelTed him to wait 
for the enemy, that he might engage them with all the 
advantage his numbers gave him; but Darius would not 
hearken to their advice, haftening blindly to the moun- 
tainous parts of Cilicia, where his cavalry, and the num- 
ber of his troops, would rather be an incumbrance to each 
other, than of any fcrvice in an engagement ‘J. 

The order he obferved in his march was as follows : 
before the army was carried, on filver altars, the facred 
and eternal . fire, attended by the magi, finging hymns, 
after the manner of their country, and three hundred and 
fixty-fivc youths in fcarlet robes. After thefe came a 
chariot confecrated to Jupiter, drawn by white horfes, 
and followed by one of an extraordinary fize, whom they 
called the horfe of the fun : all the equerries were cloath- 
ed in white, each having a golden rod in his hand. Next 
appeared ten fumptuous chariots, enriched with curious 
fculptures in gold and filver; and then the vanguard of 
the horfe, compofed of twelve different nations, all arm- 
ed in a different manner. This body of horfe was fol- 
lowed by another of foot, by the Perfians called Immor- 
tal ; becaufe if any of them died, his place was imme- 
diately fupplied by another : they were ten thoufand in 
ttmtibee, 2xsd remarkable for the fumptuoufnefs of thdr 
apparel ; fer they all wore collars of pure gold, and werb^ 


f Aj-rian. Irb. u« Curt* lib. iii. cap. 8. 
Curt> ibid. 
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tioat^d in robes of gold tiifiic, having large fleevcs, gar- 
nifhedVi^h precious (tones. About thirty paces after 
thepi carro the king’s relations, orcoufins, to the number 
o. v^fteen thoufaiid, apparelled like women, and furpafs- 
ing eve"n tlwJUn mortal Body in the pomp and richnefs of 
their attire. They were honoured with the title of the 
King*s CouCns, and poflibly feveral of the king’s relations 
were in this number. After thefe appeared Darius him- chanoi 
felf, attended by his guards, and feated on a chariot, 
as on a throne. His chariot was fupported on both fides 
b^ the gods of his nation, caft in pure gold. From the 
middle of the beam, which was fet with jewels, rofe two 
ftatues of pure gold, a cubit in height, one reprefenting 
war and the other peace, and both lhaded with the wings 
of a fpread eagle of the fame ^metaL The king was 
eloathed with a garment of pujjple, ftriped with filver, 
wearing over that a long robe, enriched with a great many 
precious ftones ; and the fcabbard of his fcimiter, as our 
author tells us, was made of a Angle precious ftone. On 
either fide of the king wal)ted two hundred of his neareft His guar^ 
jelations, followed by ten thoufand horfemen, whofe 
lances were plated with filver, and tipt with gold. After 
thefe marched thirty thoufand foot, the rear of the army ; 
and laftly, four hundred led horfes belonging to the king. 

At a fmall diftance followed Sifigambis, the king’s mor His houft* 
ther, and his confort, both feated on high chariots, with ' 

a numerous train of female attendants on horfeback, and 
fifteen chariots, in which were the king’s children, and 
thofe who were charged with the care of their education. 

Next to thefe were the royal concubines, to the number 
of three hundred and fixty, all attired like fo many 
queens. They were followed by fix hundred mules, and 
three hundred camels, >vhich carried the king’s treafure, 
and were guarded by a body of archers. This pageant 
march was clofed by a gr(;:at many chariots, carrying the 
ladies of the crown officers, and lords of the court, and 
• guarded by fome companicB of foot lightly armed'. 

Alexander, receiving advice that Darius was advancing 
towards the, Euphrates, in order to enter Cilicia, detach- 
ed Farm^nio to pofiefs himfelf of another narrow pafs, 
leading frgi^i Aflyria, or rather Syria, into Cilicia. As 
for himfelf, he marched from Tarfus tp. Anchialos, and 
thence to Soli \ whicb ofiy he reduced, obUging the in^ Hhni 
habitaaiits, who refufed at firft to admit him into tfiefir 
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city, to pay twenty thoufand talents for the maintenance 
of his army. While he was at Caftabala, a fpj^all city 
not far from mount Amanus, news was brought higa, 
that Darius, with his whole army, was adva^iced jiVfar 
as the city of Sochus, in Syria, within t\f0 clays’^mai^ch 
of Cilicia. Alexander immediately fummoned a council 
of war, wherein it was determined, that the whole army 
ihould march the next day, and wait for Darius among 
the mountains of Cilicia; there they encamped accord- 
ingly, on a fpot of ground, juft wide enough for two 
fmall armies to aft in; fo that both were in fome degrfc 
reduced to an equality. When intelligence was brought 
to the Perfian camp, that Alexander had halted in the 
midft of the mountains, the Greek commanders, who 
ferved in Dariuses army, advifed him again to wait for the 
enemy in the plains wnire he was then encamped; or re- 
tire to thofe of Mefopotamia, where he might have room 
enough to draw up his great army, bring them all to en- 
gage at the fame time, and furround the enemy : they ob- 
ferved, that within thofe ftreights there was not room any 
where to draw up above thirty thoufand men in battle- 
array; therefore the Macedonians could bring all their 
men to engage, and the Perfians would not be able to ufe 
the twentieth part of theirs. As he did not approve of 
this cqunfel, they advifed him to divide his army into 
feveral bodies, and not to put all the chance to one battle. 
But his adverfe fate did not fuffer him to follow fuch 
wholefome advice; and the courtiers again traduced 
thofe who had fuggefted it as traitors, telling Darius, that 
they advifed him to divide his troops with no other view, 
than that they might have, after fuch a reparation, a fair 
opportunity of delivering up into the enemies hands 
whatever (hould be in their power. However, Darius 
thanked the Greeks for their zeal and good-will, and even 
condefeended to lay before them the motives that induced 
him to rejeft their advice. The courtiers had made him 
believe that Alexander was flying before him; and that 
therefore he ought to march forward with all poflible ex- 
pedition, and fall upon him when intanglcd in the ftreights, 
left he ftiould make his efcape. It was therefore agreed, 
in a council of all the Perfian generals, that they ftiould 
enga^ the enemy in the narrow pafles. Darius having 
ient his treafudes and moft valuable moveables to Damaf.^ 
cus, in Syria, under a fmall convoy, led the main body 
of the army towards the ftreights of mount Amanus, 
through which he entered Cilicia^ and advanced as far as 
» ‘th^ 
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the citJ of IfTus, not knowing that Alexander was be- 
hind ; had been told that the Macedonians were re- 

tied in gi^t diforder into Syria. In the city of Ifllis he 
^barbaroudy^ut to death the fick and wounded Macedoni- 
ans, that h^Npeen left there by Parmenio, fparing only a 
few, whom he difmifTed, after making them view his 
camp, that they might be eye-witnefles of the immenfe 
number of his forces. Thefe brought Alexander word of 
Darius's approach, which he could fcarce believe, though 
he defired nothing more earneftly. However, having of- 
fered a facrifice to the gods of the place, he advanced to 
meet him \ and drew up his army on a fpot of ground 
near the city of IlTus, bounded on one fide by the moun- 
tains, and by the fea on the other. Here Darius, not be- 
ing able to extend his front beyond that of the Macedoni- 
ans, on account of the narrownefs^of the place, could dif- 
pofe of his great army no otherwife than by drawing them 
up in many lines one behind the other. But the Mace- 
donians foon breaking the firft line, and that recoiling upon 
the fecond, and the fecond upon the third, progreflively, 
the whole Perfian army was put in diforder; and the 
Macedonians purfuing the advantage, by preffing forward, 
the confufion was increafed to fuch a degree, that even 
the braveft among the Perfians, who were defirous to fig- 
nalize themfelves, could neither ftand their ground, nor 
manage their arms. As the crowd, occafioned by the 
flight of fo numerous an army, was very great, thofe who 
fell that day were, for the moft part, trampled to death 
by their own men, Darius, who fought in the firft line, 
difengaged himfelf with much difficulty, and fled in his 
chariot to the neighbouring mountaips, where he mounted 
on horfeback, and continued his flight, leaving behind him 
his bow, his fhield, and royal mantle. Alexander was 
prevented from purfuing by the Greek mercenaries^ who 
charging the Macedonian phalanx with incredible bravery, 
killed Ptoler^j.the fon of Seleucus, with one hundred 
• and twenty officers of diftinflion, befides a great many 
private men ; and, though attacked in flank by Alexander 
inperfon, maintained their ground, until they were from 
twenty thoufand reduced to eight thoufand. They then 
retired in good order over the mountains, towards Tri- 
^li in Syria, where, finding the tranfports that had con- 
veyed them from Leffios lying on the fliore, they fitted out 
Tuch a number as fuited their purpofe, and failed to 
Cyprus, after having burnt the reft, to prevent their 
being puifucd. Alexander no fooiler faw them put to 
. Qjt fligbtj 
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flight, than he haftened after Darius; but growintweary^ 
of the purfuit, and night drawing^oo, he returjnu^to the 
enemies camp, which his foldiers bad juft before pi uryd^- 
ed. Sifigambis, Darius’s mother, and his wi^, who^s 
aJfo his lifter, with his fon Ochus, not fullnSsc years old, 
and his two daughters, both marriageable; beftdes fome 
noblemen’s daughters that attended them, were found in 
the camp, and taken prifoners. The reft had been fent 
to Damafeus, with part of Darius’s treafure, and all the rich 
furniture which the Perfian monarchs ufed to carry with 
them into the field; fo that in the camp they found only 
three thoufand talents of filver : but the reft of the treafures 
fell afterwards into the hands of Parmenio, at his taking 
the city of Damafeus *. In this engagement the Perfians 
loft, according to Arrian, ten thoufand horfe, and ninety 
thoufand foot ; aiKl with him other writers agree as to- 
the number of the horfe; but, as to the foot, they all 
vary, not only from him, but from each other, feme 
making the number of the dead amount to eighty, others 
to ninety, others to one hundred, and fome to one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand ; adding, that forty thoufand 
were taken prifoners. While Alexander, according to 
the higheft computation, loft, in all, but three hundred 
men ^ 

Next day Alexander, after having vifited the wounded, 
caufed the dead to be buried in great pomp, in the pre- 
fence of the whole army, which was drawn up in battle 
array. The fame honours he paid to the manes of the 
Perfians of rank; and allowed Darius’s mother to bury as 
many as ftie pleafed, according to the cuftoms and cere- 
monies of her country* But the prudent princefs ufed 
that permiflion with great modefty and referve, burying 
only a few, who were her near relations. Alexander 
treated her and the other captive princefies with great 
. humanity: they were, fays Plutarch'^, in Alexander’s 
camp, not as in that of an enemy, but in an holy 
temple, defigned for the afylum of virtue; they all liv-' 
ing fo retired, that they were not feen by any perfon 
whatever, none daring to approach their pavilion, but 
foch as were appointed to attend them. As Darifus’s con- 
■fott, and her two daughters, were princefles of an extra- 
-tsrdiasitj beauty, Alexander, after the firft vifit, refolv^ 

^ Plutjirch in Alexand. Curt. Hb. iii« Arrian lib* ii. ^od* 
Ivh. xviu c DiotJ. plutarcli, AriiaUi Curt* Juftin ubi fupra* 
“ Plut. de Fortuna Alexandri. 
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«e»etfe fee them any more, that his frailty might not 
expofe^un to any danger. 

‘vAlexarmer feeing himfelf now mafter of the field, de- 
.taehed Pa^m^nio to Damafeus with the Theflalian horfe. 

On his marefRthithcr, he was met by a meffenger fent by 
the governor of that city with a letter to Alexander, 
wherein he offered to betray the city to the king. On Damafeut 
the fourth day Parmeni# arrived at Damafeus, when the DarU 
governor, pretending that he was not able to defend the 
city againft a viftorious army, caufed, by day-break, a vaft 
number of beafts of burden to be loaded with the king's AUxandst 
treafure and rich furniture, as if he intended to retire, 
and fave them for his mafter; but in reality to deliver 
them up to the enemy, as he had agreed with Parmenio, 
who had opened the letter direfted to the king. At the 
firft fight of the forces which this general headed, the 
Perfians, who convoyed the treafures, betook themfelves 
to flight, and left the Macedonians mafters of all the gold 
and filver that was dcfigned to pay fo numerous an army^ 

The ThefTalian horfe had the heft fhare of this booty, 
having been fent by Alexander on this expedition, that 
they might enrich themfelves with the plunder of fo rich 
a city, in reward of that heroic conduft by which they 
had diftinguiftied themfelves The governor of the 
place was killed by one of his own men, and his head 
^:arried to Darius 

After this viftory Alexander marched into Syria, moft 
of the cities of that country voluntarily fubmitting to the 
conqueror, and even Darius’s governors and commanders 
delivering themfelves and their treafures up into his'hands. 

Being arrived at Marathon, he received a letter from Da- Darius 
rius, in wHTch he ftyled himfelf king, without beftowing •writes to 
that title on Alexander. ThePerfian rather commanded 
than entreated him to afk what fum he pleafed for the 
ranfom of his mother, wife, and children j and as to their 
difpute abojft empire, he faid they might decide it, if he 
thought proper, in a general engagement, to which both 
parties fhould bring an equal number of troops 5 but, if he 
were ftill capable of wholcfome counfel, he would advife 
him to be contented with the kingdom of his anceftors, 
and not invade thit of another, to which he had no right \ 
be defired, that for the future, they fliould live in friend*- 
fliip and amity ; and declared, that he was ready to fwear 
to the obfervance of thefe articles, and receive Alexander’s 

K Plutarch de Fort. & Curt, Ub. iii. cap. 25, y Curt. ibid. 
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oathi This letter, which was written with fuch un* 
feafonable fpirit of pride and haughtincfs, Alex-< 

ander to « great degree, who, therefore, in his ^ifwer fee-" 
AUxan- gan thus: “ Alexander the king to Dariu^ He enii- 

d^'san^ merated the many injuries and calamitiS^ which the 

Greeks and Macedonians had fufFered from the Perfians; 
reproached that nation with the bafe and treacherous mur- 
der of his father Philip ; and D 2 ffius, in particular, with 
fetting a price upon his own head : wherefore he was not 
the aggreflbr, but had taken up arms in his own defence, 
and to revenge the death of his father, and the injuries 
done to his country : he obferved that the gods, who al- 
ways declare for the juft; caufe, approved of this war, as 
peared by the fuccefs that attended it, fince, with their 
proteftion, he had already fubdued great part of Afia, and 
defeated the mighty hoft of the Perfians, in a pitched 
battle, with a handful of men. However, he engaged his 
word, that he would reftore to him his wife, mother, and 
children, provided he repaired to him as a fuppliant, and 
humbly begged him to give them their liberty; affiiring 
him, that he might do it without the leaft danger. He 
concluded, by defiring him to remember, when he next 
wrote, that he not only addreffed a king, but his king; 
and Thefippus was ordered to carry this letter 
Wihlu, Si- Alexander marched from thence into Phoenice, where 
don, ando- the citizens of Biblos opened their gates to him ; and their 
t her cities example was followed by other cities, in proportion as he 
efub advanced into the country ; but none received him with 
mil )o A’ greater joy than the Sidonians exprefled, who had a few 
Uxander. years before been fo cruelly treated by Ochus. Since that 
time, they bore fuch hatred to the Perfian name, that 
they were overjoyed at this opportunity of ftiaking ofF the 
yoke ; and, indeed, were the firft in Phoenice who fub- 
mitted to Alexander, by their deputies, in oppofition to 
Vr. of FI, Strabo, their king, who was in the Perfian intereft. Alex- 
»oi 6. ander depofed him, and permitted Hephaefti^i to eleft in 
Ante Chr. room whomfoever of the Sidonians he fliould judge 
worthy of fo exalted a ftation ^ 

While Alexander was in Phoenice, fomc of the Perfian 
generals, who had efcaped from the battle at Iffus, draw- 
ing together the remains of the fcatiered army, attempted, 
with the aftiftance of the Cappadocians and Paphlagc- 

* Diod, lib. xvii. p. 517, $1%. Arrian, lib. ii. p. 83—86. Plut. 
in Alexandro, p. 678. Curt, lib, iv, cap, i. Juftin. lib. xi. 
cap. IP. B Curt lib. iv. cap. I. Juftin. lib> cap. 10. 
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nians^o recover Lydia ; but were in feveral engagements 
route^|j^ at laft entirely difperfed by Antigonus^ whom 
AUxand^had appointed governor of that province. At 
.th^^ame fcpe, the Macedonian fleet, failing from Greece, 
fell in witlni^t of the enemy’s, commanded by Arifto- 
menes, whom Darius had fent to recover the cities on the 
Hellefpont, and attacked them fo furioufly, that not one 
Angle fliip efcaped**. 

All Syria and Phcenice were already fubdued, except 
the city of Tyre, which he befiegcd, and took by a^ault, 

^tea: the inhabitants had held out with incredible bra- 
very for feven whole months, as we have have related in 
the hiftory of Phcenice. 

While Alexander was carrying on the fiege of Tyre, he A fecond 
received a fecond letter from Darius, who at laft conde- Utter fro\ 
feended to give him the title of king: he ofl?ered him ten J 
thoufand talents, by way of ranfom, for the captive prin- * 

cefles, and his daughter Statira in marriage, with all the 
country he had conquered as far as the Euphrates : he 
put him in mind of the inconftancy of fortune $ and dis- 
played, in pompous terms, the vaft number of troops he 
could ftill bring into the field : he reprefented the diffi- 
culties he might meet with in crofling the Euphrates, the 
Tygris, the Araxes, and the Hydafpes, which were fo 
many barriers to the Perfian empire : that he would not 
have always the opportunity of (hutting himfelf up among 
rocks and mountains, but would be obliged, fome time 
or other, to engage in an open and champaign country, 
where he would be afliamed to appear before him with a 
handful of mem Upon the receipt of this letter, Alexan- 
der fummoned a cftunciJ, in wjjich Parmenio was of 
opinion, that he ought to accept of the offers of Darius, 
declaring, that he would agree to them were he Alexan- 
der : and fo would I, (replied Alexander), were I Par- 
memo. Without hearkening therefore to his advice, he andhht 
anfwered,^at he did not want the money Darius offered fwer, 
him : th^it did not become him to offer, what he no 
longerl^fleffed ; nor pretend to difpofe of what he had 
already loft : that if he was the only perfon who did not 
knovf/which of the two was the beft commander, a battle 
would foon determine it that he fhould not be frightened 
^Ith rivers, after having crofled the fea *, and would not 
fail to purfue Darius and come up with him, at laft, to 

^ Curt lib. IV. cap. 
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wKat place foever he fliould think proper to Iretiro. 
Darius, upon the receipt of this letter, loft jjyyftpes of 
an accommodation, and began atiew to prepare/or war.^’ 

Alexander having reduced Tyre, marched yom thei^ce, 
to Jerufalem, and from Jerufalem to Gazpr On his ar- 
rival at that city, he found it defended by a ftrong gar-r 
tifon, under the command of Beds, or, as fome call him, 
BabemefisS one of Darius’s eunuchs, who, being a com- 
mander of great experience in military affairs, and faithful 
to hi^ fovereign, refolved to hold out, till he was reduced 
to the laft extremity. As this place was the only inl^t 
into Egypt, Alexander could not pafs thither, till he was 
become mafter of it; and therefore was forced to under- 
take the fiege. But although his troops behaved with the 
utmoft intrepidity, and his commanders exerted all their 
military (kill, yet it coft^,him and his whole army two en- 
tire months to reduce the place. The (lop which this put 
to his intended march into Egypt, and two dangerous 
wounds which he received in the fiege, provoked him to 
fuch a degree, that, on his taking the town, he treated 
the commander, inhabitants, and foJdiers, in a manner no, 
ways becoming a conqueror ; for having cut ten thoufand 
of them in pieces, he fold the reft, with their wives and 
children, for (laves. When Betis, who had been takei^ 
priloner in the lad affault, was brought before him, in- 
ftead of uGng him kindly, as his valour and fidelity juftly 
deferved, he ordered his heels to be bored, a cord to be 
drawn through them, and the unhappy captive, thus tied 
to a chariot, to be dragged round the city, till he expired ; 
boafting, that in this particular he imitated his progeni- 
tor Achilles, who, a| Homer relates, caufed the dead 
body of Heftor to be dragged round the walls of Troy, 
as’ if a hero ought to imitate fo execrable an. example! 
Both afts were barbarous and inhuman, but that of 
Alexander the more brutal; for Achilles caufed only 
Heftor’s dead body to be fo abufed, whe^“as Alexan- 
der thus treated Betis while alive; and fortgo other 
rcafon, but becaufe he had ferved his fovereiyi with 
fidelity, in the poft committed to his chamc Wc fent 
great part of the booty to Olympias, to Clcopatrk, and 
his friends ; and having left a -garrifom there, mawhed 
dire^ftly for Egypt, which he fubdued without oppofitiom, 

e Jofeph. Antiq. lib, xi. cap. ult, Eufeb. Chron. Plin. lib. xii, 
cap. 15, Arrian, lib, ii. p, 50. < Curt. lib. iv. cap. 10. Ar- 

rian, lib. ii. prope finem, Plut. in Alexaiid. p- ^7^* 
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At Memphis Alexsrider fdrmetl ;t de&gn df-nfiting th(^ 
templ^lUupiter Ammon; and in bis “way thUhtT bnih 
rti^Krity ol Alexandria, which foon became' thre metropolis 
Jlf/dre king dom - On bis return from the temple he fct* 
tied the aflraifttof Egypt, and niarchcdfrom thence, in 
beginning of the fpring, to attack Darius, On his ret 
turn into Phoenice, he (laid fome time at Tyre, that He 
might there fettle the affairs of the countries which he was 
to leave behind him, before he proceeded to make nc^ 
conquefts : having made the requifite difpofitions, he bc^ 
gan his march ; and with his whole army arrived at Thap- 
facus, where he croffed the Euphrates, continuing his 
march towards the Tigris in queft of the enemy. Darius, 
in the mean time, finding there were no hopes of an ac- 
commodation, unlefs he refigned the whole empire, ex- 
erted himfelf in making the neceffary preparations for an- 
other engagement. For this purpofe, having aflembled 
at Babylon an army twice as numerous as that with which 
he fought at Iffus, he took the field, and marched to- 
wards Nineveh. Advice being brought him, that the 
enemy was not far off, he detached Satropates, comman- 
der of the cavalry; at the head of a thoufand horfe, and 
Mazseus, governor of that province, with fix thoufand, 
to prevent Alexander from crofling the Tigris, and to lay 
wafte the country, through which he was to pafs. But 
they came too late, Alexander having, with the utmoft 
difficulty croffed the river, a little before they arrived. He 
encamped two days on the banks of the river, during which 
fhere happened an eclipfe of the moon : this appearance 
fo terrified the Macedonians, that they refufed to proceed 
in their march, crying out, that Heaven difplayed the 
marks of its anger ; that they were dragged againft the 
will of the gods, to the utmoft extremities of the earth ; 
and that even the moon refufed to lend them her ufual 
light, Alexander having fummoned the officers of the 
army into hrf tent, commanded the Egyptian foothfayers 
to ddclay^^at they thought o# this phsenpmcnon. Thefe 
wefe will acquainted with the natural caufes of eclipfes ; 
but wLmout entering into fuch enquiries, they replied, 
that dse fun was predominant in Greece, and the moon 
in Perfia ; whence, as often, as the moon fuffered an 
eirfipfe, fome great calamity Was thereby portended to 
the latter. Tliis anfwer being immediately fpread a- 
broad amongthe foldiers, it revived their hopes and cou- 
rage ; and Alexander taking advantage of this ardour, 
fcegan his march after midnight, having on his right the 
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Hgrit) and the Gordyzan Mountains oit his lef^ At 
day-break, the fcouts he had fent out to y^mnoitre, 
brought word, that Darius was in full marc)^ to naeet, 
and give him battle. He forthwith drew up/)nis f»«:e^ 
and put himfelf at the head of the army ; as they ad- 
vanced, he found that it was only a detachment of a 
thoufand horfe, which, as the Macedonians approached, 
retired in great hafte to the main army. They were pur- 
fued by Arifto, commander of the Paeonian horfe, who, 
having defeated that body, and killed Satropates their 
leader, brought back his head, and threw it down at 
Alexander’s feet, telling him, that in his country, fuch a 
prefent was ufually rewarded with a cup of gold. Alex- 
ander replied fmiling, “ with an empty one ; but I will 
give you a golden cup, and that full of wine®.” Not 
long after this incident,r Alexander received intelligence, 
that Darius was not above one hundred and fifty furlongs 
diftant; upon which he halted, torefrefh his foldiers before 
the engagement, having in the camp great ftore of pro- 
vifions. He had intercepted fome letters written by Da- 
rius to the Greeks, foliciting them, with great promifes, 
cither to kill or betray Alexander, The king was in 
• doubt, whether he ihould read the letters in a full af- 
fembly; for he relied as much on the fidelity of the 
Greeks, as on that of the Macedonians; but Parmenio 
difluaded him from it, telling him, that even the raifing 
fuch thoughts in the minds of foldiers might be attended 
with fome danger ; and that the hopes of a great reward 
were capable of prompting a man to attempt the mod 
enormous crimes. The king allowed his prudent advice, 
and ordered his army to march forward ^ They were 
fcarce in motion, when an eunuch brought him word, 
that Statira, Darius’s wife, was dead. He immediately 
returned, and entering the pavilion, where Sifigambis 
and the other royal prifoners were kept, Comforted them 
in fo kind and tender a manner, as plaiil^ fhewed his 
deep concern. He caufeeb the funeral obfe^ui^s of the 
dead princefs to be performed with the utmoft^fplendor 
and magnificence. Darius being informed with 'i^hat re- 
fpe£f Alexander had treated her in h^r life-time, ys faid 
to have prayed the gods, that if the time ordained bg the 
Fatts for the transferring of the Perfian empire into ot^er 
hands was come, none might fit on the throne of Cyrus, 

^ Arrian, lib. iii. Curt. 11 b, iv. cap. 13, 14. ^ Arrian, 

lib, iii. Curt, lib, iv. cap. 13. Plutarch in AlexaiJkdro, ' Curt, 
lib, iv. cap. 15. 
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but foj^, fo mercifur, fo generous a conqueror as Alex- 
andcr*^^though he had twice fued for peace, yet be- 
iAa »overcfcc by the tendernefs and humanity which 
Awtandery^fhewn his wife, mother, and children, he 
difpatched te!ft)f his relations, as ambalTadors, offering him 
new conditions of peace, more advantageous than the for- 
mer, and returning him thanks for the kind treatment with 
which he had indulged his family. He had in his former 
propofals, offered him all the provinces of Afia, as far as 
Halys ) but now he added the countries lying between 
jbe Hellefpont and the Euphrates ; that is, whatever 
Alexander was already mafter of, and offered thirty thou- 
fand talents by way of ranfom for his family. Parmenio 
again advifed Alexander to accept of the conditions, tell- 
ing him, that the provinces between the Euphrates and 
the Hellefpont would be a greai addition to the king-^ 
dom of Macedon ; and that the Perfian prifoners were 
only an incumbrance to the army ; whereas the treafure 
offered for their ranfom might be employed for the ufe of 
his troops, or to reward the fervices of his friends. But 
Alexander, without hearkening to his advice, returned the 
following anfwer to the ambaffadors ; that the clemency 
he had fhewn to the wife and children of Darius proceeded 
from his own good nature, without any regard to their 
mafter; that he did not make war upon women and chil- 
dren, but upon fuch only as appeared in arms againft 
him ; that, if Darius had fued for peace in good earned, 
he would have hearkened to his propofals ; but fince he 
continued to fpirit up, with large bribes, his own fol- 
diers, to murder or betray him, he could not believe 
that his offers were fincere ; and therefore was determined 
to purfue him with the utmod vigour, not as a fair ene- 
my, but as a traitor and affaiEn; that as to the provinces 
he offered him, they were already his own ; and if Da- 
rius could force him to retire oeyond the Euphrates, 
which he h^ already croffed, he might then offer them 
as his; diSi he propofed to himfelf, as a reward for the 
toils he|nad already endured, all thofe kingdoms which 
Darius^ll enjoyed ; wherein, whether be flattered him- 
felf a vain hope, or not, the next day's engagement 
fho)iW determine. He concluded by telling the ambaffa- 
d^s, that he was come into Alia, to give and not to re- 
ceive ; that the heavens could not hold two funs ; and, 
therefore, if Darius would fubmit to him, acknowleging 
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him his lord and fovereign, he would then heark^tb hia 
propofals The ambafladors having reporiiw^his an^ 
fwerj Darius prepared for an engagement. H/cncanlpe*d 
near a village called Gaugamela, in a larg^plain^'^m-A 
confiderable diftance from the city of Arboa, having be- 
forehand levelled the groun^d, that his cavalry and cha- 
riots might move and a£l with the more eafe. Alexander 
hearing that Darius was fo near, continued four days 
in camp, to reft the army, and furrounded it with deep 
trenches and palifades, being determined to leave in it 
his baggage and fuch of his men as were indifpofed. 
began his march about the fccond watch, wdth a defign 
to engage the Perfians at break of day i and, arriving at 
a rifing-ground, whence he could difeover their whole 
army, he halted, and fummoned a council, being in 
, doubt whether he fhoukl encamp there, or immediately 
fall upon thp enemy. Parmenio advifed him to attack 
their cainp in the night time, alleging, that they might 
be cafily defeated, if taken by furprize and in the dark ; 
but the king anfwered, that it did not become Alexander 
to fteal a viftory j and therefore he was refolved to 6ght 
and conquer in broad day light. Accordingly he en-r 
camped there in the fame order, in which the army had 
marched ; and after giving the proper orders, he retired 
to repofe during the remaining part of the night; but, 
being under no fmall concern, he could not fleep till to- 
wards morning ; fo that when his generals were aflembled 
at day-break before his tent, they were greatly furprifed 
to find, that he was not yet awake. Parmenio, after 
having waited fome time, thought fit to call him ; and 
feeming amazed that he lliould fleep fo found when he 
was upon the point of hazarding a battle, on which de- 
pended the empire of Afia, Alextlnder told him, that 
Darius, by bringing all his forces into one place, had 
freed him from the trouble of thinking ^how he might 
purfuc them into different countries^. He \ben without , 
delay put on his armour, moiintcd on horYe^'^^ck, and 
having drawn up his army in battle-array, adviced to 
encounter the enemy, who were at a very fmall dfSance. 

Both armies were drawn up in the fame order, Vhe in^ 
fantry in the centre, and the cavalry on the wings. XOa- 
rius’s front was covered with two hundred chariots, amfed 
with feythes, and twenty-five elephants. Befides his 

Curt, lib, iv. cap. 26. Juflin. lib. xi. cap. 12. 1 Juftin. 
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gUar^, which were the flower of his army, he had potted 
the infantry near his perfon, believing this body 

alojje capftle of oppofing the Macedonian phalanx. As 
his army Aok up a much greater fpace cf ground than Alex^ 
ander’s, hraj^fign was to furround and charge them at 
the fame time in front and flank which defign Alex- 
ander fufpe£ting, ordered thofe, who led the wings, to 
extend them as wide as polhble, without weakening the 
centre. His baggage, and the captives among whom 
were Darius’s mother and children, were left in the camp 
under a fmall guard. Parmcnio commanded, as he had 
Always done, the left wing, and Alexander conduced 


the right. When the two armies were in fight of each Yr, of FI. 
other, the Macedonians halted, waiting till the enemy *017- 
fliould advance to attack them *, which they did accord- 
ingly, Darius himfelf charging in the firft line. Arrian 
and Curtius ^ deferibe this battfe at length. They tell I'helattU 
us, that the Pcrfians were often repulfed ; but, returned oJGauga^ 


again to the charge \ that vidtory inclined fometimes to 
one fide, and. fometimes to the other; that Parmenio, 
who commanded the left wing, was in great danger, and 
his men obliged to give ground ; that Alexander’s rear 
was put in diforder, and the baggage taken; that both 
kings performed wonders, &c. But after all, Curtius 
tells, that the Macedonians, notwithftanding the great 
oppofitlon they met with, loft only three hundred men; and 
Arrian allows not a third of that number llain ; whereas 


of the Perfians there fell forty thoufand, fays Curtius; thirty 
thoufand according to Arrian ; and ninety thoufand, if we 


believe Diodorus. From thefe accounts we can form no 


.other judgement of this great battle,but that the Perfians, at 
the very firft onfet, betook ihemfelves to flight, and the Ma- 
cedonians purfued them ; for bad the feven or eight hun- 
dred thoufand men, which Darius brought into the field, 
thrown each otf e a dart or a ftone, the Macedonians could 
not have bought the empire of the Eaft at fo cafy a rate. 

In the hea>^f the battle, when the Macedonians >wcre in 775^/5,,., 
the gre j^ft dapger, Ariftandcr, the footlifayer, cloathed fians rosa^ 
in white robes, and holding a branch of olive in his hand, ed, 
is reputed to have advanced among the iiiftt ranks, and, 
in cg/cert with Alexander, to have cried: out, that he iaw 
ay^gle hovering over the king’s head, a fure ornen of 
viftory. He pointed with his finger at the pretended 
hird ; and the foldiers believing him, and fome even £an- 


k Arrian. Hb,iii. Curt, lib. iv. cap. as.ir feqq. 
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eying they faw It, renewed the attack with more cAr*age 
and refolution than ever. We arc tofd that fee- 

ing his numerous army fo fhamefully put to fliAt, 
his feimiter, and was fome time in fufpence, ^ethcr he^ 
ihould not lay violent hands on himfelf, rfAer than fly 
in fo ignominious a manner *, but at hft refolved to fave 
himfelf by flight, and arrived at Arbela the fame night ( Q^)- 
After he had pafled the Lycus, fome, who attended him 
in his flight, advifed him to break down the bridge, in 
order to flop the enemy's purfuit ; but he, reflefting how- 
many of bis own men were haftening to pafs over the 
fame bridge, replied, that he had rather leave an open 
way to a purfuing enemy, than (hut it to a flying friend ^ 
He arrived about midnight at Arbela, whither he was fol- 
lowed by a great many of his nobles and commanding 
officers, whom he called, together, and acquainted them, 
that he defigned to leave all, for the prefent, to Alexander, 
and fly into Media, from whence, and from the reft of 
the northern provinces, he could draw together new forces, 
to try once more his fortune in battle. Alexander pur- 
fued him as far as Arbela, but, before his arrival, Darius 
had pafled the mountains of Armenia, attended by fome 
of his relations, and a fmall body of guards called Melo- 
phori, becaufe each of them bore a golden apple on the 
point of his fpear. In Armenia he was joined by two 
thoufand Greek mercenaries, who, under the command 
of Pharon an Ionian, and Glaucus an -®olian, bad efcaped 
the battle. Alexander took the city of Arbela, where 
fAr* feized on immenfe fums of money, with all Darius's 
bilaand* rich furniture and equipage, and returned to his camp. 
mil Dari- After having allowed his army fome days of reft, he pro- 
Kj’j rich 

furniture, 1 Curt. lib. iv. cap. 36, 37. Juftin. lib, xi. cap. 14. 

(Q^) This battle was fought thofe parts. .Gaugamela and 
at Gaugamela, near the river Arbela were V a confiderable 
Beumelus, as Ptolemy Lagi, diflance from other ; for 
and Ariftobulus, who were between the rivef^eumelus, 
prefent, aver: they are fol- on which flood (^ugamela 
lowed by Strabo and Plutarch, and the Lycus, on tnb banks 
NeverthelefB, becaufc Gauga- of which Arbela was ikuated, 
mela was only a foiall village, ' Curtius reckons eigh^ fur- 
and the name not agreeable to longs. According to Stmt's 
the ear, figniiying the camels defcriptlon of thofe places, Ar- 
boa/ff the battle is laid to have bela, in Ptolemy's fifth map of 
been fought at Arbela, which Afla, ought to be placed where 
was a great and famous city in we find Oaug^ela, 


ceeejed 
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cecde^ on his inarch to Babylon. Mazxus was governor 
of.that^v and province, and had, after the late battle, 
retii^d thMcr with the fcattered remains of the body he 
commanded *, but, on the approach of Alexander's vic- 
torious ari^j^e had not courage enough to oppofe him. 

Marching, therefore, out to meet him, he delivered the Marchts i$ 
city and himfelf, with his children, into the Conqueror’s 
hands. Bagaphanes, governor of the caftle, where all 
Darius’s treafures were lodged, followed his example ; 4^^,^ 
and Alexander entered the city at the head of his whole 
qjmy, as though he had been marching againft an enemy. 

After a ftay of thirty days in that city, he continued Ma- 
zxus in the government of that province ■, but giving the 
co;nmand of the caftle and garrifon to a Macedonian, Tie 
took Bagaphanes along with him, and marched towards 
Sufa, where he arrived twenty c^^ays after his departure 
from Babylon* As he drew near the city, Abulites, go- Thecitftf 
vernor of that place, fent his foil to meet, and acquaint Sufa^ 
him, that he was ready to deliver the city, and all the 
king’s treafures, into his hands. The king received the 
young nobleman with great marks of kindnefs, and ufing 
him as a guide, advanced to the river Choafpes, where tykim. 
Abulites himfelf met him, with prefents worthy of fo 
great a prince ; among other things he prefented him with 
dromedaries, or running camels, of incredible fwiftnefs, 
and twelve elephants, which Darius had fent for out of 
India. Having entered this city, the governor delivered 
up to him fifty thoufand talents in bullion, and forty 
thoufand in ready money, with all the king’s furniture, 
to an immenfe value. Here he found part of the rarities 
which Xerxes had brought out of Greece, namely, the 
brazen ftatues of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, which he 
fent to Athens, where they were ftill ftandingin Arrian’s 
time. As for the purple and fcarlet robes, he fent them 
all to Sifigai^is, together with fome others, curioully 
wrought, wWch had been fent him out of Macedon. 

LeavinorT ftrong garrifon in the city of Sufa, he ad- 
vanced towards the province of Perfis. He arrived, in 
four da/s march, on the banks of the Fafitigris, which 
river hi crofted with nine thoufand foot and four tbou- 
fan^^rfe, and entered the country of the Uxians. This Hi rUgm 
prince extends from Sinfiana to the frontiers of Perfi#, 
and was governed by dne Madates, who had married the " 

niece of SiHgambis. Madates, who was not, like the 
other Perfian governors, a time-ferver, but faithful to 
his fovereign, refolrcd to hold out to the hit extremity. 

With 
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Wkh this dcCgn he tetircd into a ftrpng hold! in the 
fnidft af craggy mountainSj and rounded oi^^l 
by ftccp precipices. Here he held out for fom^ime .with 
great bravery ^ and when the city was takeij^by aflaultj 
withdrew into the citadel, whence feeing fh&re were no 
hopes of being relieved^ he fent thirty deputies to Alex- 
tinder to treat of a furrender. The king, who was greatly 
provoked againft Madates, would not, at firft, hearken to 
any propolals ; but, in the mean time, receiving letters 
fromSifigambifl, wherein flie intreated him to pardon her 
relations \ he not only complied with her requeft, but fe.t 
all the prifoners at liberty, reftored Madates to his former^ 
dignity, left the city untouched, and the citizens in the 
full enjoyment of their ancient liberty and privileges 
Having reduced the Uxians, he ordered Farmenio, with 
part of his army, to march through the plain, while he, 
at the head of the light-armed foot, advanced by the way 
of the mountains, which extend to the frontiers of Perfia. 
The fifth day he arrived at the Streights of Perfia. Thefe 
Ariobarzanes held with four t'houfand foot, and feveh hun- 
dred horfe, which he had ported on the tops of the hills 
out of the enemy’s reach. As foon as Alexander ad- 
vanced to attack him, the Perfians, from the tops of the 
mountains, rolled down ft ones of fuch a prodigious fize, 
that they cruflied at once whole ranks. The king, being 
much arte£led at this execution, commanded a retreat 
Co be founded, and withdrew about thirty furlongs from 
Che pafs, where he lay encamped fome time, not knowing 
howto advance, and being aftiamed to return; but, in 
the mean time, a Greek deferter, coming to his camp, 
offered himfelf readily to conduft him through byerpaths 
to the very top of the mountains ; whence he might eafily 
ifn's/j the [o annoy the Perfians, as to oblige them to abandon the 
Streightje/ Streights, and leave an open paifage to the whole army- 
Per/at deferter performed his prornife ; for A lexander, at the 

head of fome chpfen troops, haying follpw'lvl his.guide all 
that nigl^t through rocks and precipices, arriV^d, a little ^ 
before .day-break, at^he iop pf a mountain, wtijcb com- 
manded all the hilla v^here the enemy was pofteA which 
they immediately abandoned- At the fame ti^ Cra- 
l^|is, who had pepn left in the camp, advanqli^with 
. ; . troops imder bis command, yoffcfflbd himfelf or Vbe 

^pigh^- Ariobarzanes, with part pfcbe 4;a^ry» breaking 
ST/fwf- ^ihrough tb© Macedonians,, made his cfcape oyer the moun- 

tolnsp 
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tains, m/ith a defign to throw himfelf into Perfepolis ; but 
finding'^M'^he pafTes leading to that city guarded by the 
eheray, ha returned back upon thofe that purfued him, 
and was ki^ed, with all that followed him, after having 
cut in pieces f great number of the Macedonians. 

Alexander being now pofTefled of the ftreights, pur^^ 
fued his march into Perfia properly fo called. When he 
was at fome diftance from Perfepolis, the metropolis of 
that province, he received letters fr om the governor of the 
place, acquainting him, that the citizens, upon the news 

his approach, were ready to plunder Darius’s treafureSi 
with which he had been entrufted ; he begged, therefore, 
the Macedonian would march wdth all poilible expedition, 
that he might not lofe fuch a valuable prize. Alexander, 
upon this intimation, leaving his infantry behind, marched 
all night at the head of his cavalrjT; and having pafTed the 
Araxes on a bridge, which, by his order had been built 
fome days before, arrived by day-break within two fur- 
longs of Perfepolis. Next day, having affembled the ge- Perfipo/h 
nerals of his army, he reprefented to them, that no 
had ever been more fatal to Greec:e than Perfepolis, the 
'ancient refidence of the Perfian monarchs, and the capital ^ 

of their empire ; that from thence thofe mighty armies 
had been fent, w^hich had over-run and laid wafle great 
part of Europe ; and that therefore It was incumbent upon 
them to revenge, on that proud metropolis, the many in- 
juries and calamities which their anceftors had fufFered. 

The commanders, encouraged by this declaration, allow^- 
ed their foldiers to prad^ife all manner of cruelties againfl 
the miferable inhabitants, who were malTacred in the moil: 
barbarous manner. After this cruel execution, Alexander, 
leaving Craterus andParmenio in the place, proceeded with 
a fmall body, to reducq the neighbouring cities and ftrong 
holds, which fubmitted at the approach of histroops ; hethen 
returned to P<>rtepolis, and there took up his winter-quar- 

• ters. In tl^vcity he is faid to have found one hundred and 
twenty tb^fand talents, lodged in the treafury, to defray 
the expences of the war 

During his ftay at Perfepolis, he gave hlmfelf up to andihfpA- 
feafti^ and drinking, making daily entertainments for his iaa burnu 
to refrelli them after the great fatigues they had 
ensured. In one of thefe entertainments, both the king 
and his gueits having drunk to excefs, fire wasfet, ac tbit 

• a Curt. lib. V. cap. 13. Juftin, lib. xi. cap. 14^ 

VoL. IV;^ R luftkatiMH 
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inftigation of an abandoned courtezan to the kintir’s pti- 
lace, which foon reduced it to aihes. 

Yr. of FI. From Perfepolis, Alexander marched early fpring 
aoi». to Pafargada, in purfuit of Darius, who wasjiHed to Ec- 
AnteChr. hatan in Media. That unhappy prince h^ fiill an army 
33^' of thirty thoufand foot, among whom were four thoufand 
^ Greeks, who continued faithful to the laft, Befides thefe, 

be had four thoufand (lingers, and three thoufand horfe^ 
moft of them Baftrians, commanded by Beflus, governor 
of that province. When he heard that Alexander was in 
full march tawards Ecbatan, he left that city, with a dj- 
fign to retire into Baftria, and there raife another army." 
But he was not far advanced when he altered his refolu- 
tion, and determined to venture a third battle with the 
forces he had aflembled. While he was making the ne- 
ceflary preparations for this purpofe, BefTus, and Nabar- 
zanes, a Perfian lord of great diftinftion, formed a con- 
fpiracy againft him ; propohng to feize his perfon, and, if 
Alexander purfued them, to merit his pardon and protec- 
tion, by betraying their mafter into his hands ^ but, if 
they efcaped, their defign was to murder him, ufurp the 
crown, and renew the war, They eafily won over the 
troops, by reprefenting to them, that Darius was dragging 
them to deftruftion j that they were no ways in a condi- 
tion to make head againft fo powerful an enemy ; that 
they would inevitably perifh, if they followed Darius, 
crufhed under the ruins of an empire, which was ready to 
fall. Though thefe practices were carried on with great 
fecrecy, yet they reached the fovereign’s ear \ but he could 
not believe his officers were fuch traitors. Patron, who 
commanded the Greeks, earneftly intreated him to en- 
camp amongft them, and truft the guard of his perfon to 
men on whofe fidelity he might depend. Darius replied, 
that he had rather fuffer any misfortune among thofe of his 
own nation, than feek for flielter amongl^-ftrangers, how 
faithful and affeftionate foever they migh^be ; and that 
he could not die too foon, if his Qwn PcrlTa^^ thought* 
him unworthy to live. - He foon had occafion tto repent 
of his not following Patron’s advice *, for BelTus Imd Na- 
barzanes, feizing his perfon, bound him in chains W gold, 
and fliutting him im in a covered cart, fled with iW to- 
wards Baftria. The cart was covered “with fkins,\nd 
ftrangers were appointed to drive it, without knowing 
who the prifoner was they had in their cuftody Beffus 

* Curt. lib. V. cap, zj. Arrian, lib.iii. p. 67. 
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was flj’oclalmed commander in chief, in Darius’s room, by 
the Ba:^rian horfe \ but Artabazus, and his fons, with 
the^forcc*j| they commanded, and the Greeks under the 
commano^of Vatron, retired from the body of the army 
under Beflus,, and marched over the mountains towards 
Parthiene p. In the mean time, Alexander arriving at 
Ecbatan, was informed that Darius had left that city five 
days before. Here the Theflalians exprelTing great reluc- 
tancy to accompany him any farther, he gave them leave 
to return to their own country ; and, at their departure, 
flivided two thoufand talents among them, over and above 
their full pay: to fuch as were willing to continue in his 
fervice, he gave three talents a-piece He then com- 
manded Parmenio to layup, in the caflle of Ecbatan, the 
remaining part of the treafures, which, according to 
Strabo'’, amounted to one bundr^d and eighty talents ; and 
afterwards to march with the Thracians, and great part of 
the cavalry, into the country of the Cadufians. He dif- 
patched orders to Clitus, who had fallen fick at Sufa, to 
repair, as foon as he recovered, to Ecbatan, and from 
thence to follow him into Parthia, wltl: the cavalry and 
fix thoufand Macedonians, that were left at Ecbatan. A- 
lexander, with the reft of his army, purfued Darius ; and 
on the eleventh day arrived at Rages, having marched in 
that fpace of time, three thoufand three hundred furlongs. 
Moft of thofe who accompanied him, died through the 
fatigues of fo long and expeditious a march ; infomuch, 
that on his arrival at Rages, he could mufter but fixty 
horfemen *. Finding that he could not come up with 
Darius, who had already palTed the Cnfpian Streights, 
he ftaid five days at Rages, in order to refrefh his army, 
and fettle the affairs of Media. From thence he advanced, 
and encamped the firft day at a fmall diftance from the 
Cafpian Streights, which he paffed the next without op- 
pofition. H^iad fcarce entered Parthia, when he was 
informed by fiagifthenes, a Perfian nobleman, thatBeffus 
and Nabw'S'anes had confpired againft Darius, ariddefign- 
ed to feize upon his perfon. In confequence of this in- 
formation, leaving the main body of the army behind, 
under the command of Craterus, he advanced, with a 
fmall troop of horfe lightly armed ; and having marched 
two days and nights without halting, except a few 'hoursi 

P Curl. lib. v. cap. 13. Arrian, lib. iv. p. C8, ^ Curt* 

lib. vi, cap. 3. Arrian, lib. iii. Plur. in Alex. » Strabo, 

lib. XV. p. 7fi. ^ Arrian, lib.'iii. Plut, in Ahx. 
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arrived on the third, at a village, where Beflus wife hia^ 
Baftrians had encamped the day before. Here Jie under-^ 
ftood, that Darius had been feized by the traitors ; rhat* 
Beflus had caufed him to be fliut up in a c4ofe csfrt, which 
he had fent before, that he might be the mere fure of his 
perfon ; and that the whole army, except Artabazus, arid 
the Greeks, who had taken another route, obeyed Beflus, 
and acknowleged him for their general. This was a freflt 
motive for Alexander to haften his march : taking there- 
fore along with him a fmall body of light-armed horfe, 
(for the others could not pofllbly proceed any farther) hg^ 
fet out again the fame night 5 and early next morning was 
acquainted by Orcillus and Mithracenes, two Perfian of- 
ficers, who, in deteftation x)f the treachery of Beflus, had 
gone over to him, that the Baftrians were not above five 
hundred furlongs off; and that they could lead him to 
them by a nearer way. Taking them, therefore, for his 
guides, he fet out again the fame night*, and, after having 
marched three hundred furlongs, was met by the fon of 
Mazaeus, formerly governor of Syria, who informed him, 
that Beflus was not above two hundred furlongs ofFj and 
that his army, as not apprehending any danger, mms 
marching in great diforder. Alexander redoubled his 
pace, and a,tlaft came in fight of the enemy. His unex- 
pefted arrival flruck the barbarians, though far fuperior in 
number, with fuch terror, that they immediately betook 
tbcrtifelves to a precipitate flight j and, becaufe Darius 
tefufed to follow them, Beflus- and thofe that were about 
t>dnusCQ- difeharging their darts at the unfortunate prince, left 

domanus him wallowing in his blood, to the mei»cy of the Mace- 

Jlain. donlans. Then they feparated, and tcrok difFerent routes, 

BeflTus flying towards Hyrcania, and Nabarzanes retiring 
into BaGria, that they might elude the purfuit of the 
enemy, or^ at lead, oblige him to divide his forces. 
They were attended only with a few horfe,' ^he reft, now 
deftitute of leaders, difperflng themfelves, as fear or hope 
dire£led their fteps. Alexander, feeing in wtiut confu- 
fion the enemies were, fent Nicanor, with a troop of 
light-armed horfe, to flop their flight *, and followed in 
perfon, at the head of three thoufand Macedonians. 
Nicahor put near three thoufand of the ftragglers to the 
fwbrd, but could not come up either with BefTus or Na- 
/ barzanes : at length the king fent him orders to give quar- 

ter to all thofe that fhould throw down their arms, and 
fubmit. In the mean time, the horfps that drew the cart 
in which was Dariu.s, halted of their own accord, for 

- - flic 
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die ftrivers had been killed by BeflTus^ near a village about 
four furlongs from the high-V'-ay, whether Polyllratus a 
‘MacecloHjjan, being prefled with thirft, in the purfuit of 
the enemy, M^as fonn after conduced by the inhabitants, 
to refrefh hiitifelf at a fountain. As he was filling his 
helmet with water, he heard the groans of a dying man ; 
and looking round him, difeovered a cart, with a team of 
wounded horfes. As he drew near, he faw Darius lying 
in the cart, and very near his end, having feveral darts 
itill flicking in his body: however, he had ftrength 
•Enough to beg fome water, which Polyllratus, being a 
Perfian captive, informed of this barbarous tragedy, rear 
<Uly fupplied. Darius, having alTuaged his third, turned 
to the Macedonian, and told him with a faint vpice, that, 
in the deplorable date to which he was reduced, it ^vas no 
fmall comfort to him, that his kid words would not be 
lod. He then charged him to return his hearty thanks to 
Alexander, for the kindnefs he had fl^ewn to his wife, mo-r 
ther, and children ; and acquaint him, that with his lad 
breath, he befought the gods to profper him in all his 
undertakings, and make him foie monarch of the univerfe. 
He added, that it did not fo much concern him as Alex- 
ander, to purfue and bring to condign punidimcnt thofc 
traitors, who had treated with fuch cruelty, their lawful 
fovereign, that being the common caufe of all crpwqed 
heads. Then taking Polydratus by the hand, Give 
Alexander,” faid he, your hand, as I give you mine j 
and carry him, in my name, the only pledge J am able to 
give, in this condition, of my gratitude and adeidion.” 
Having uttered thefe words, he expired in the arm$ of 
Polydratus. Alexander coming up a few miputes after, 
and beholding his body, burd into tears, bewailing 
the cruel lot of a prince, who, faid he, deferved abetter 
fate. He immediately pulled off his own military cloak, 
and covered ^ke corpfe, caufing it to be enjbalrned, ^nd 
fent in a rich and magnificent coffin to Sifigambis, that 
it might be interred with the other Perflao tnonarchs *. 

Thus died Darius, in the fiftieth year of his age, and 
flxth of his reign. He was a mild and pacific prince; and 
his reign was unfiillied with injudice, cruelty, or any of 
ihofe vices to which mod of his predeceflbrs had been 
addlfled. In him the Perfian empire ended, after it had 

Jaded, from the fird of Cyrus, two hundred and fix years, 

, , ■ • ' • ) ’ ' 

t Curt, lib, V. cap. *5. Juftin. lib. xi. cap. 1 5. Arrian, lib, iib 
p, 69, 71. Pint, in Alex. Juftin. lib. ii. cap, 5. 
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finder thirteen kings \ namely, Cyrus, C^mbyfes, Smer- 
dis, Darius Hyftafpcs, Xerxes I. Artaxerxes Lon^imanus, 
Xerxes II. Sogdianus, Darius Nothus, ArtaxenTes Mne- 
mon, Artaxerxes Ochus, Arfes, Darius Codoman'nus. 
Upon the death of Darius, all his commanefers fubmitte.ci 
to the conqueror, by whom they were reftored to their 
former honours and employments : but, above all others, 
he diftinguilhed Artabazus, in honour of his conftant and 
unfhaken fidelity to his mafter 5 and Oxathres, Darius’s 
brother, whom he ever treated in a manner becoming his 
high ftation, and ngble birth : he was even, to his great' 
.difhonour, prevailed upon to receive and pardon Nabar- 
zanes, who, together with Beflus, had murdered Darius : 
but Beflus having fled into Badiria, and there alTumed the 
title of king, Alexander, in the beginning of the next 
fpring, marched againft him. He had no fooner reached 
the confines of Badtrla, than eight tboufand men of that 
province, who had hitherto followed BelTus, abandoning 
him, withdrew to their refpedlive homes. At the head of 
the few that continued faithful to him, he crofTed the ri- 
ver Oxus, and retired into the province of Sogdiana, with 
a defignto raife a new army. In order to prevent Alex- 
ander from purfulng him, he burnt all the boats he had 
made ufe of in pafling, hoping, that as the river was no 
where fordable, and the country afforded no timber, A- 
lexander M^ould be obliged to defift from the purfuit. But 
no difficulties were unfurmoun table to that conqueror, 
who, finding no timber to make boats or floats, caufed the 
bides, which covered the foldlers tents and carriages, to be 
filled with ftraw, and tied together. By this expedient, 
he fupplied the want of timber, and pafled his whole 
army over that large and deep river, in the fpacc of five 
days (R). When the Baftrians, who were encamped at 
a place called Nautaca, heard that Alexander had crofTed 
the river, and was on full march to fall upbn them, Spi- 
tamenes, together with Gatanes and Dataphernes, formed 
a confpiracy to feize BefTus, and purchafe their own fafety, 

(R) It H rcioTt likely that water : a inau thnt wants to 
be praiffifccl an expedient which pafs a deep river, throws him- 
hc learned of the Perfians, who felf upon one of thefe inflated 
ufe it to this day. They have fkins, which fupports him from 
1 method of blowing up the finking, and by flriking with 
Ikins of bcafts with wind, in his feet, pufhes himfelf over 
fuch a manner, that they will to the other fide, 
fuftain a great weight upon the 
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^ delivering him up to Alexander. Accordingly, tear- 
ing in pieces his diadem and royal robes, of which he had 
ftript hig* fovereign Darius ; and, carrying him loaded 
with* chains to the Macedonian camp, Spitamcnes pre- 
fented the traitor to Alexander, not only bound, but 
quite naked, holding him by a chain round his neck ; a 
fight no lefs agreeable to the Perfians, than to the Mace- 
donians. Alexander having amply rewarded Spitamcnes 
and his companions, and caufed the traitor’s nofe and ears 
to be cut off, delivered him into the hands of Oxathres, 

^^arius’s brother, to fuffer what farther puniftiment he 
fhould think proper to inflift. The traitor being put 
to death, Alexander faw himfelf in quiet pofleffion of the 
whole Perfian empire- Such is the account we have col- 
Jefted from the Greek and Latin hiftorians, concerning 
the affairs of the ancient Perfiaas : in the following fco 
tion we (hall hear the orientals on the fame fubjeft (S). 

SECT. V. 

7he Hiftory of Perfia^ from Oriental Writers. 

HAT the ancient Perfians kept records, appears from 
the concurring teftimony of hiftorians both facred 
and profane. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah fpeak 
frequently, not only of the immutability of the Perfian 
laws, which implies that they were recorded, but alfo of 
public a£ls and reglfters. In the book of Efther, we have 
frequent mention of thefe; and alfo of the Chronicles of 
the kingdom, or rather of the kings of Perfia, wherein 
overy thing of moment was fet down. As to profane 
writers, Herotlotus " and Xenophon * are fufficient to fatisfy 
any impartial perfon, refpedling thewifdom and virtue of 
the ancient Perfians, and their care of all things which'had 
regard to th^ welfare and honour of their country. 

iSuppofing it therefore as clear as the nature of the the 
thing w^ill admit, that the Perfians had amongft them, of onettnt hif- 
cld, the hiftories of their kings and heroes, we are next 
to ftiewhow thefe can be reafonably believed to be yet ex- 
^iit. Of this fa£t, however, we arc not pofitively cer- 

« Lib. i. ix. paffini. ^ Cyropaed. paifioii 

(S) In ftating the times of Canon, and the records of the 
the Perfian empire, we have Greek and Latin authors, 
followed all. along Ptolemy’s 

R 4 tain; 
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tain ; all that we can fay is this, that the Perfians having 
lived under their Own laws down to the time of Yczdeg- 
herd, there feems to be no difficulty in allowing, that, till 
then, their hiftories were frequent amongft them;, for 
though the Macedonians might burn and d^roy their re- 
cords, yet it is incredible that they fliould deftroy all the 
books in the empire. Befides> we know, that the modern 
Perfees have the Zend or original code of Zerdhuffit, 
with many other ancient books. Now, it being generally 
agreed, that Zerdhuffit flouriffied in the days of Darius 
Hyftafpes, it will be hard to affign a reafon why fome of 
their ancient hiftories might not be preferred, as well as 
thefe books of their law. But farther ftill, Mohammed 
Ben Emir Khoandfchah, commonly called Mirkhond or 
Mirkhbund, with other modern Pcrfian authors, con- 
ftantly and uniformly aflert, that they write from fuch au- 
thorities ; and therefore we have no juft reafon to doubt 
them, unlefs we could prove the falfity of their pre- 
tenfions (T). 

On nvhat It is from the author before mentioned that we take, 
authorities for the moft part, what is delivered in the following pages 
thhhijiorj concerning the oriental hiftory of Perfia. He is allowed 
ujoun e . ht^n a perfon of great learning and judgement, 

by fuch as are well verfed in oriental hiftory; and his 
works are efteemcd as oracles throughout the Eaft. We 
may juftly hope, therefore, that what we tranfcribe from 
him, with the addition of fuch circumftances as we can 
meet with elfewhere, will render this feclion as ufeful, and 
as agreeable as could be expeded on fo abftrufe a fubjecl:. 
Without farther introduftion, therefore, let us proceed 
to the catalogue of kings afforded us in his writings. 


(T) This famous hiftorian 
is quoted by various names, 
and thofe names have received 
fome alteration from the dif- 
ferentorthographiesufedin ori- 
ental appellations : fometimes 
he is called Mirchond, fome- 
times Mirkhond, and fome* 
times Chondemir : he wrote a 
general hiftory from the begin- 
ning of the world to the year 
q{ the hegira goo, under the 


title of Raoudhat al Safa ; he 
was a perfon of great natural 
parts, and of much learning, 
perfeiftly well "ikilled in the 
Perlian antiquities, and wrote 
from the beft hiftories extant 
in his time; for this reafon, 
we find him often quoted by 
the very learned Dr. Hyde, 
and Indeed by all the writers 
of note on Perfian aftjirs. 
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A Table of the Kings of Perfia^ u the Time of Alexander the 
Greats according to Mirkhond. 

The Firft Race, 

Oi^ the Dynafty of the Pifchdadlans. 

1 . Kejomaras or Cajoumaras . - - / 40 

2. Siamek ------ 

Kejomaras refumes the kingdom 

3. Hufhangh or Houfchenk - - - 50 

4. Tahmuralh 30 

fy* Glemfhid or Giamfchid _ - - 

Dahac, Zahak, Zoak . . - . 

6. Aphridun, Phredun, or Feridoun 

7. Manugjahr, or Manougeher, lurnamed Phirouz 120 

8. Nodar y 

9. Apherifiab or Afrafiab - • - - 12 

ip, Zab, Zaab, or Zoub • - 


The Second Race, 

Or, the Dynafty of the Kaianites. 


1. Kalkobad - - - * - - ^leo 

2. Kaikaus .... 

3. Kaikhofru . , - - - 60 

4. Lohrafp or Lohorafb - - 120 

5. Guflitafp, or Guftafp, or Kifchtafp 120 

6. Ardfchir, furnamed Bahamaa - iiz 

7. Queen Homai ... 32 

8. Darab L . . . • 4 

9. Darab II. • • . . X4 


A Table of the fame KtngSy with the Years of their Reigns^ 
according to other Oriental fVriters^ 


The Firft Race, • 

1. Kejomaras or Cajoumaras . ^ - 

Siamek, llain after a Ihort reign 
Kajomaras refumes the kingdom^ and reigned 
An interregnum - . - - - 

2. Huftiang or Houfchenk,, furnamed Pifchdud 

3. Tahmuralh 

4. Gienlhid or Giamfchid - - - - 

5. Dahak, Zahak, Zoak .... 
0 , Aphridun, Phridun, or Feridoun 

7, Manugjahr or Manougeher, furnamed Phirouz 
g. Nodar ... . . 

9. Apherafiab or Afrafiab - - - 

10. Zab, Zaab, or Zoub . - - - 

11, Guilafp, Con of Zoub • _ ^ 


. 563 

30 

- 200 

SO 

- 700 

- 1000 

- . 120 

500 

7 

- 12 

- 3O 

- 30 
The 
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The Second Race. 


1. Kaikobad --120 

2. Kalkaus - . X50 

3. Kaihofru - - - 5o 

4. Lohrafp or LohoTa{b - - . , x-zq 

5. Gufhtafp, or Guftafp, or Kifchtafp - - 120 

6. Ardfchir, furnamed Bahaman - - - 112 

7. Queen Homai ----- 32 

Bi IDarab I, - - - - - - 

9. Darab II* - - - • * 


mature fufficiently evident, from the years fet down in the 

thereof in two tables above, that there is a great mixture of fable and 
j^aivt 0/ uncertainty in the accounts we have of thefe princes reigns j 
but there may, notwithftanding this, be a great deal of 
truth in thefe relations; and by comparing them with 
what the Greek and other writers of the Perfian affairs 
have given us of the fame times, it maybe very pofTible to 
'CXtraft a better idea of the ancient Perfian empire, than 
could have been had without confulting the oriental 
writers at all. 

K^iomaras, Kejomaras or Cajoumeras, is allowed by all the oriental 
authors to have been the firft king of the firft race, fur- 
named tho Pifehdadians, from Pifehdad, which fignifies a 
juji judgfy and was the furnapie given to Hufliangh, the 
fecond king of the race, afterwards, however, attributed to 
them all. The manner whereby Kejomaras afeended the 
throne was this : in the province of Adarbayagjan, the 
inhabitants feeling the fad effefts of anarchy, and finding 
that liberty could not be enjoyed, where every one was 
free to do what he pleafed, unanimoufly refolved to eledl 
one perfon, who fhould be obeyed by all, and to whofe 
judgement they would fubmit. His confpicuous virtues 
determined them on this occafion to Kejomaras, whom 
therefore they immediately owned for their .monarch, in- 
vefted him with royal robes, and put a bonnet, called tagi, 
on bis head, kiffing his feet in token of fubmiflion; which 
cuftoms laft mentioned were preferved in ufe by his fuc- 
ceffbrs y. His elevation had a proper efFeft on the mind 
of this new king: he applied himfelf to every branch of his 
duty; he erefted courts of juftice; he taught men to build 
houfes, and to live in villages; he invented various manu- 
faClures, fuch as the making woollen cloth, and fpinning 
and weaving filk : in a word, he civilized his people, and 


T Mirkhond Proem* Hllti 
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merited by his wlfdom, juftice, and goodnefs, that dig- 
nity, which, out of modefty, and a forefight of the cares it 
would be attended with, he for a long time refufed 
The happihefs enjoyed by fuch as lived under fo excellent 
a prince, iuviftd the neighbouring people to put them- 
felves under his proteQion. Thus his empire was ex- 
tended by the fame means that it began, viz. through an 
opinion of his worth ; and he, upon their fubmiflion, 
treated his new fubjefts with the fame care and kindnefs 

he had always fliewn to the reft. He fent his brother 
ta take a view of thefe new acquired dominions, and went 
afterwards to vifit them in perfon. In the province of 
Chorafan he met with his brother, and embracing him 
tenderly, he, to perpetuate the memory of that inter- 
view, erefted the city of Balch, where it happened; that 
W’ord being derived from a verb,* which fignifies to em^ 
brace. He was alfo the founder of many other cities of 
Perfia, particularly of Kabulftan, Sigiftan, Gom, &c. * 
This prince had two fons ; the name of the elder was 
Nazek, a young man of wonderful prudence, who ad- 
dicted himfelf entirely to ftudy; for the convenience of 
which he withdrew from his father’s court, and lived with 
his wife in a little hermitage, where he gave himfelf over 
to contemplation : his father, who was alfo a very 
learned man, w^ent frequently to vifit and converfe with 
his fon ill his cell. Once going thither on the fame errand 
he found his fon dead, with feveral wounds on his body; 
and, on a ftri£l enquiry he was informed, that this cruel 
fa£t was committed by certain robbers of Tabreftan. 
Thefe Kejomaras purfuedinto their own country, defeated 
them, and after having put many to the fword, made 
flaves of tbc reft, and employed them in his buildings 
The other fon of Kejomaras, or rather his grandfon, was 
Siamek, with whom the wife of Nazek was big when 
her hiifhand was murdered. This child, as foon as he 
' was born, Kejomaras adopted, bred him up with the ut- 
moft care, and having inftrudled him in all the arts of 
reigning, he, with the confent of the people, transferred 
the fovereignty ts him, and made him king in his own 
life-time. 

Siamek proved a gracious and warlike prince. Within 
a (hort timic after his accelTion, fome of his neighbours en- 

* Tarik Montekhcb, i. c* the Sdefl Chronicle. Mirk- 

hond- Hift. ftdt. u D’Hcrbdec. Biblioth, Oriental tit* 

Caiamurath. 
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tcrcd hl5 dominions in a hoftilc manner; whereupon he 
immediately raifed an army, marched againft them, and 
gave them battle, where, fighting valiantly, he receiveU 
a mortal wound ; he wa^ carried out of the battle, and 
died in the arms of his wife, whom he lefi, as his father 
had left his mother, big wjth child, conjuring her with his 
laft words, if fhe brought forth a fon, to put him conti^ 
nually in mind of his unfortunate death, and to exhort 
\\\m to revenge it on the people, who, in fo fhort a time, 
had deprived him both of his life and empire. Kejomaras 
being forced by this unlucky accident to re-afcend the 
throne, the firft ftep he took was to celebrate the obfe- 
quies of his deceafed fon with great magnificence; his 
next care was to tdke vengeance of thofe who had flain 
Siamek; after which he is faid to have reigned with great 
applaufe thirty years ‘‘icbut how long he reigned before 
he refignedthe crown to Siamek, is uncertain. 

Hulhang, or Houfchenk, furnamed Pifchdad, was a 
prrfon of great parts, as well as great courage ; and equally 
famous throughout the Eaft, for the extent of his know- 
lege, and his mighty feats of valour. He is faid to have 
given a regular body of laws to his fubjefts ; whence he 
was called Pifchdad. He alfo divided his country, and 
cftablifhed governors throughout, encouraged the work- 
ing of mines, and invented moft of the inftruments of 
agriculture; as alfo the art of conveying water through 
fubterraneous paflages, for moiftening their grounds. To 
him likewife they aferibe the taming of leopards, and 
other bcalts of chace, and the introducing furs, for the 
keeping the body warm in winter, As he made his king- 
dom flourifli through his wifdom, fo he extended it hy his 
courage; and, after a reign of fifty years, was killed by 
the fall of a piece of rock thrown from the mountains of 
Damavend, by an army of barbarians, who came to invade 
his territories. Some are of opinion, that he made the 
province of Chufiftan the feat of his empire, 'by ere£ling > 
there the famous city ofSufa, dr Sufhan®(U). 

Tahmurafli, 

‘iShariftani apud HjmIc et. Perfar. cap. zj, p. 175. 

Lcbf. Tank Mirkhond. Hift. feih iii. 

(U) There is hardly an an- which bears the title of Hulh- 
cient prince in the world, ang Nameh, i. e. Hujlmngs 
whofe name is more famous in Hijiory^ which, for the many 
romance than that of Hufh- wonderful things it contains, 
□ng ; there is a Perfian book has been Danllatcd into the 
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Tahmurafh, furnamed Diubend, i. e. the humbler tf thi Tahmu^ 
rfevily fuppofed by fome to be the fon, by others the grind- 
fon of hufhang, and by a third party his coufin, fucceeded 
that famous monarch, and governed with great reputation ; 
for finding that the wars of his predecefibr had intro- 
duced both poverty and confufion in his dominions, he, 
in order to remedy the firft, remitted all taxes for three 
years •, and to reduce things into order, made new laws, 
and took care, that the magiftrates fliould every where put 
th^ in execution. He is the firft Perfian prince recorded 
ty have had a vifier, or prime minifter : it is very pofli- 
ble, that the diforder in which he found the affairs of 
his empire, engaged him to make ufe of fuch an officer, 

This king fortified the frontiers of Perfia, to prevent fud- 
den invafions, and difplayed fo happy a mixture of wif- 
dom and valour in hi^ difpofition, that feveral of the 
neighbouring nations, llruck with the felicity of his fiib- 
je£ls, voluntarily fubmitted, and acknowleged him for 
their fovereign. At laft, after a glorious reign of thirty 
years, a peftilence, which raged throughout his dominions, 
and defhroyed, with equal rapidity, both man and beaff, 
cut the thread of his life at Balch, to the great grief of his 
fubjedls. 

Gjemfliid, or Giamched, or rather Gjem Schid, his Gjemjbid. 
name being Gjem, to which Schid, as a furname, was 
added, becaufe of his wonderful beauty, Schid, In the Pcr- 
fic language, fignifying the fun\ his eyes having fuch a 
luftre, that none could look him fleadily in the face; 
though fome authors are of opinion, that he received this 
addition to his name, not from the beauty of his perfon, 
but from the glory that refulted from his adions. It is 
not very certain, whether this prince was the fon of his 
predecefibr, his nephew, or his grandfon j but all agree 

Turklfli tongue. The fame and into Turkini, under tWc 
fabulous writers afcribe to this title of Anvar Sohaili ; it has 
monarch a certain book, bear- alib been in part rendered into 
ing the title oFGiavidan Khlrd, French, and is in iifelf a very 
i. e. the IVifdom of all Times: excellent treatlfe, whence, in 
this is a very famous piece, all probability, it came to be 
and is certainly very * ancient, attributed to this monarch, fo 
und has been tranflated iiro famous fur giving laws, and 
various languages, particularly teaching wirdom and civiliry to 
into Arabic, by the fon of the his people 
vilier of the caliph Almaraon ; 

^ (0 Vide D'HcrbcIot. Art. Houfclienk. 
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that he was of the family of Kejomaras, and had a juft 
right to the throne. The reputation of his anceftors in- 
fpired him with a laudable ambition of equalling at leaft, 
if not excelling them. With this view, he encouraged all 
learned and wife men to come to his court, where they 
were preferred. Amongft the reft were two perfons of fin- 
gular abilities, on whom he chiefly relied 5 one a Jew, 
fays our author Mirchond, whofe name was Fael IlTuf 
Rabban, and the other a Greek, called Fithagores, i. e, 
Pythagoras : but this mull be a miftake ; for though we 
have no certainty as to the chronology of thofe time 5, 
yet it is eafy to difeern, from feveral circumflance's, 
that Gjemchid flourilhed at a confiderable diftance from 
Pythagoras, But fuch errors as thefe are not unfrequent 
in oriental writers, through their want of underftaiiding 
thoroughly the hiftory of Greece ; of which, however, 
they have moft of them a general idea. By the advice, 
in all probability, of thefe wife counfellors, Gjemfchid 
divided his fubjefts into three clafles 5 the firft confifting 
of foldiers, the fecond of hufbandmen, and the third of 
artifans ^ In his time mufic, vocal and inftrumental, and 
aftronomy, were firft introduced intoPerfia. He was alfo 
the firft who built granaries, into which he caufed every 
year a certain quantity of corn to be dcpofited, that, in cafe 
of any deficiency in their harvefts, a famine might be pre- 
vented. In his time likewife wine came to be efteemed, or 
rather brought into general ufe, throughout his territories, 
from the following accident ; a woman, who was much 
in Gjemfehid's good graces, was afHifled with an invete- 
rate head-ach, which all the phyficians in the epurt were 
jiot able to alleviate or remove : this woman went into 
the place where the king’s wine was kept, and drank 
of it very freely j finding that it, in fome meafurc, j-e- 
lieved her, (he returned thither again, after a paufe of 
fome hours, and drank yet a greater quantity, which com- 
pleted her cure. This circumftance (he told to the king, 
and it being divulged to the court, every body began to “ 
regard wine as auniverfal medicine, capable of removing 
moft ftubborn difeafes. Among the moft illuftrious 
events of this great monarch’s reign, we may juftly place 
the reftification of the calendar, which he undertook 
and perfefted, inftituting two years, a civil or ordinary 
year, and an ccclefiaftic year, in which there was, in the 
fpacc of one hundted and thirty years, a month interca- 

^ Mirkhondi Hift. v. 

lat^d. 
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lateds. He like wife inftituted the Naumz, L e. thefolemn 
obfervation of the new year ; concerning which we have 
the following account: king Gjcmfchid, going in pro- 
grefs through his provinces, arrived at Adcrbayagjan ^ 
and fliewing ^imfelf on a royal throne to his people, the 
fiin fhone with fuch luftre on his crown, adorned with 
precious (tones and feathers, that the people ftouted 
aloud, and faid, ‘‘ this is Nauruz,*’ that is, the ftiw day j 
whence the king took the opportunity of inftitiiting a fef- 
t^l, wherein, befides the prefents made to the prince, 
ijwas ufual for him to receive and grant the petitions 
of all his fubjeds, to releafe prifoners, and to do all 
other ads of clemency that could be expeded from a fo- 
vereign. As to the particular ceremonies attending this 
feftival, the reader may probably be pleafed tb know, that 
it lafted fix days. On the firfl: of thefe the king gratified 
his people, or, if the phrafe may be allowed, his com- 
mons. The fecond day he paid the fame regard to the 
learned men attending his court. On the third his priefts 
and privy counfellors prefented their petitions. On the 
fourth he heard the fuits of his nobility and kindred. On 
the fifth, he attended to thofeof his children. The fixth 
belonged to himfelf. In the evening of the fifth day a 
handfome young tnan was appointed to wait at the king^s 
door all night. At day-break he entered the chamber 
without ceremony ; upon which the king, with an air of 
familiarity, alked him whence he came, whither he went, 
what was his purpofe, and his name, w'hereforehe came, 
and what he carried : to which interrogations the youth 
unfwered, I am A\ Manfur, i. e. auguji \ my name is 
AI Mobarek, i. e. the hlejfed\ I came hither from God, 
bearing the new-ycar.” Then he fat down, and imme- 
diately the nobility entered bearing each a filver velTel, in 
which were w^heat, barley, peas, vetches, pulfe, a fugar- 
cane, and two pieces of gold, frefli from the mint. Firfl; 

^ the wafir, or vizier, then the treafurcr, afterwards the 
nobility, according to their rank, each offered his filver 
vefiel to the king. At the conclufion of the ceremony, a 
very great loaf, made of feveral kinds of corn^ was brought 
in, and placed before the king, who having epten fome 
of it, intreated fuch as were prefent to eat the reft, in 
thefe words, This is a new day of a new month, the 
beginning of a new year ; it is fit therefore that we renew 
our ties to each other."' Then rifing up, in his royal 

Hyde Rel, vet, Perfer. cap, 14. 

robes. 
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robes^ he folcmnly blefled his nobility, bellowirig on them 
rich prcfcnts**. ITic evening of this day the, Perfiails 
called Phriftaph, on which they did every thing that 
might teftify joy, and thcirllrong hopes of feeing a plea- 
fant year. A great part of his reign Gjemfchid remained 
in Sigjillan, thinking it the bed fituated province of his 
empire for his court, till affairs in the Eaft were tho- 
roughly fettled ; then he changed it for the Proper Per- 
lia, where he erefted the noble city of Eftechar, which 
mod take to be the Perfepolis of the Greeks, though 
feme believe it the city of Schiras. If what the ancient 
Perfian writers deliver of the extent of this city be true, viz. 
that it contained a fquare of twenty-four leagues ; then it 
is poflible, that both opinions may be true ; but if we 
meafure the probability of this account by the other 
things related of this prmcc fuch as that he made the 
tour of the whole earth, was (killed in the occult fciences, 
and poffeffed a magic cup of incomparable virtues ; we 
may fafely reftrain the bounds of this city ; and though 
we allow it to have been very great, efpecially for thofe 
times, yet we may conceive it not to have taken up more 
than a third part of the fpace they have afligried it. It is 
univerfally allowed, that Gjemfchid gave himfelf up en- 
tirdy to the dudy of the arts of reigning \ and it is faid, 
that he was much affided in his political oeconomy by 
Contemplating, the tranfaftions among the bees ; and 
that he transferred many cuftoms from the hive into the 
court. Among other inventions, the fignet-ring is af- 
cribed to him, and that mode which dill prevails through- 
out the Eaft, of preferring the left-hand to the right, as 
the more honourable; he likewife direfted, that the dif- 
ferent degrees of people fliould be diftinguilhable by their 
garb ; in a word, he made it the whole bufmefs of his 
life to render his kingdom flourifhing, and his people 
happy ; in which aims he fucceeded to his utmoft wifh. 
But this great felicity proved the fource of the deeped 
misfortunes', for, having reigned long and glorioufly, 
he pretended that he was immortal; fent pictures of 
himfelf throughout his empire ; and ordered them to 
be worlhippcd with divine honours. His abfurd con- 
duft foon lod him the hearts of the people; fo that 
the province of Sigjidan, by the perfuafion of a certain 
great captain, who was related to the king, and whofe 
name was Ahad, took arms ; and when they had formed 

^ Cafuioi apud Hyde, p. 137- ' 
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themfelves into a regular armyi marched under the com- 
mand of Zoak or Dahac, towards Schtrasi where Gjem- 
fchid met him a powerful army> which he had raifed. 

The engagement was fierce and bloody ; but,^ in th2 cnd« 
Gjemfchid wag defeated arid taken prifoner; Ujpon #hich 
thlb conqueror ordered him immediately to he fawn afun- 
der. This is the account given by Mirchond> and the 
befl Arabian hiilories ; others fay^ that he efcaped from 
the battlci and wandered a miferable pilgrim through his 
dominions. He left behind him a fon, whofe name 
\/as Phridun or Aphridun, of three years old, whom his 
mother Fhramak found means to conceal from his ene- 
mies, and to breed up privately, till Providence enabled 
him to afeend the throne of Perfia 

Dehoc, Dahac, Zahak, Zoakj fomc authors affirm, 
that the name of this prince is only an alteration of a 
nick-name bellowed upon him by tha Perfians ; viz. Deh- 
ak, fignifying that he had ten ill qualities, which made 
him hateful and abominable ; and that his real name was 
Piurafh (X). As this monarch gained the crown by his 
fword, fo he governed feverely, and with little regard to 
his fubjefls. He was, however, a perfon of great ge- 
nius, and deeply {killed in the occult fcienccs i in one 
word, he is reprefented to. us as a completely wicked 
man ; one whofe abilities anfwered the evil intentions of 
his foul, and whofe perfon ftruck beholders with horror ^ 
for he had a meagre pallid vifage, eyes wild and fpark- 
ling, an air infolent and haughty ; at the fame time that his 
body was deformed, and his whole appearance terrible. 

The natural foumefs of his temper was irritated by afharp 
and incurable difeafe, conGHing in two painful ulcers, 
one on each Ihoulder, the anguifli of which refembled 
the pain occafioned by the bite of a ferpent; whence the 
ftory inferted in a famous oriental romance, that the devil, 
having for many years obeyed him, demanded at laft as 
a full reward, that he might have leave to kifs his (houl- 
” ders I which requed being granted, an ugly ferpent im« 

k D'Herbdot, tit. Gjemchid. 

(X) It is very uncertain of line from Ahad, the chief of 
what family this prince was ; the Adites. The truth feems 
fome report that he was lineal* to be, that he was an Arab bv 
ly defeended from Siamek, the the iacher’s fide ; but deicend- 
fon ot Kejomaras ; others fay ed of the houfe of Kgonuuras 
he was an Arabian, the Ton of by the mother. 

Uluan, defeended iu a dlTC^l 
.Vot,. IV. S 


piediately 
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to6k poft art eachy and gnawed itfclf a den I'rt 
his fleih. Either feme forcerer, or the devil in a dreanr, 

to Zfi^ak an inhaman remedy far this evil, viz. 
that or thefe cricets frcqoently with the blood of 

men; of, as others fay, applying to thempthe brains of 
men newly (lain. At firft the tyrant put to death crimV 
naU of Wl forts ; but when there Were no more of thefe, 
he fell without mercy upon the innocent, that he might 
in fome mcafare mitigate his torments. The priefts and 
other perfons in authority employed all the arg'cim/tpts 
they could u(e to engage him to have recourfe rather 
the blood or brains of fheep, but to no purpofe 5 thofe^ 
however, who were entrufted with the care of thofe Un- 
happy wretches that were deftined to flaaghtef for the 
tyiant^s cafe, often out of mere pity, let them make their 
efcape ; fo that dying to^thc mountains, in order to pre- 
ferve themfelves and behefadlors from danger, they there^ 
by degrees, formed a particular nation, called fince 
the Curdes During his whole reign, Zoak caufed 
Phrldun, the fon of his predeceflbr to be fearched for, 
but to no purpofe; his mother took care to hide him out 
of the reach of ^ak, and bis other enemies ; however 
the tyrant difthargCd his wrath upon her father, by put- 
ting him to death, together with many others, whom he 
fufpefted inclined to the intereft of tne young Phridun. 
The chief caufc of tbefe proceedings was a dream, where- 
in the tyrant beheld three men, who came to attack him ; 
thefe, he thought threw him down and bound him ; af- 
terwards one of them gave him a mortal wound in ihe 
head ; then the other two loofened his girdle, tied his feet 
with it, and carried him into the territory of Dama- 
vand. Having applied to the moft (kilful interpreters of 
dreams in his dominions, to know what this iignified, 
they urtanimoufly agreed it portended the lofs of his kingr 
dom, and of his life, becaufe among the Perfians the 
girdle is a mark of dignity. This Zoak conceived 
could never be done but by Phridun and his party. 
Among the numbers put to death on various accounts by 
Zoak, were the funs of a certain fmith, Whofe name was 
G^o, or, as others wrhe it, Kaoh. This man, driven to 
madaefi^ at the fight o£ hia children’s blood, ran up and 
dowh tte flrccts, crying out for fuftice and help againft 
the tyrdnt, holding a leathern apron in his hai^, a« 
if it hini iS^en a ftanoard* In a ihort time the people he 
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t^iuB aiTembled, became a very formidable army;, fo that 
be made himfelf mailer of the itrong forts and great 
cities, particularly of the city Heri, or Herat, the capital 
of Chorafan, where heilaid for fome time, to put his ^if- 
fairs in order and when he found that he was in a con- 
dkion to offer Zoak battle, he made a long oration to en- 
courage the people, afluring them, amongft other things, 
that he had not taken arms with any view to his private 
advantage; but that as foon as he had reftored them to 
their_lLb^y, he would leave them to ele£l whom they 
v>i:)uld for king. The people, with one accord, offered 
the fovereignty to him, which he as pofitively refufed ; 
telling them, that as the fenfe he had of his own injuries 
had put him upon firft taking arms, fo he would never 
confent to injure others ; that Phridun, the fon of Gjcm- 
fehid, was their lawful prince ; that they ought to bring 
him immediately from his retreatj and put him at their 
bead. Popular humours are eafily turned ; the army, on 
this fpeech, grew as loyal to Phridun, as they had been 
grateful to the fmith. Phridun obferving the fpirit of his 
people, and being informed, that Zoak’s army were by 
no means hearty in his itvtereft, marched with tne utmoft 
expedition to meet him ; and the armies engaging, after 
a furious aQion, Zoak’s troops abandoned him, andjie 
was taken prifoner. Phridun immediately ordered him to 
be conduced to the mountains of Damavand, and there 
imprifoned in a cave. This viftory being gained about 
the time of the autumnal equinox, the Perfians infljtuted 
a feaft in memory of it, which they called Mihirgjan^ 
or rather Mihragjan 

Phridun, Aphrrdun, or Feridoun : this prince proved phridutti 
one of the greatefl, wifeft, and moft fuccefsful monarchs 
that ever ruled in the Eaft. His firft a£l, after being 
quietly fcated on the throne, was to make Kaob the fmith 
general of his armies ; he then fent him towards the 
weftern parts of his dominions, in order to reduce fuch 
“provinces as, daring the troubles of the kingdom, had 
fhaken off the Perfian yoke. Kaoh fpent twenty years in 
this enterprizc, in which fpace he added many fine coun- 
tries to the Perfiaii empire. At length the king recalled 
him, and made him governor of Adcrbayagjan, which he 
ruled ten years, with equal fatisfa£lion to the people sind 
the prince, and then died . much regretted by Phridun/ 
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whd, to do 'honour to his memory, gave all his eftates 
among his relations \ then taking his Tons into his own 
court, he bred them in a moft honourable manner, and 
^^hen they grew up, gave each of them greater polTeffions 
than their father had acquired ^ To fhe^ his gratitude 
yet more, he made the leathern apron, which Kaoh h^d 
hung upon a flick at the beginning of the infurreftion, 
the royal ftandard, of Perfia, calling it dirfefeh Kaviani, 
i. e. the (iandard of Kaohj that he might perpetuate his 
name and fervices to all pofterity- This fla^dar^^he 
adorned with precious ftones, to which his fucceflbrs cott- 
tinually adding, it became at laft of fuch ineftimable 
value, that being taken by the Arabians in the battle of 
Cadefia, it enriched the whole army®. As Phridun was 
defirous of reftoring peace and good order throughout all 
his dominions, he fent perfons, not only of great abilities, 
but eminent for their integrity, to govern all the pro- 
vinces under his dominion. He married alfo, with a 
view of intereft only, the daughter of his predeceflbr 
Zoak, by whom he had two fons, Salm and Tur; but 
thefc proving, like their grandfather, haughty, obftinate, 
and cruel, he took a Perfian lady to his bed, by whom he 
had a fon named Irege, equally wife and courteous ■, fo 
th4t he became at once the darling of his father and the 
delight of the people. At length Phridun feeling him- 
felf Dcginning to decline under the weight of age and in- 
firmities, fummonedhis grandees together, and having in- 
formed them of his defign to quit the regal dignity, de- 
(ired to know, which of his fons they wifhed he fhould 
make his fucceflbr. Thefe lords unanimoufly anfwered, 
th^, if he would no longer govern himfelf, they defired 
to have Irege for their prince : but, to prevent his bro- 
thers refenting this preference, he gave Tur all the 
eaftern provinces of the empire ; to Salm the provinces 
on the other fide ; and redrained Irege within the com- 
pafs of Perfia, AfTyria, and Mefopotamia. From this di- 
vifion came the names of Turon and Iran, the one figni- 
^ing that great extent of country which lies to the eaft of 
Perfia ; and the other, Perfia itfelf, and the provinces de- 
pendent upon it r. As for Tur, he huilt a noble city, 
which be made the capital of his territories, callii^ it 
aftcf his own name Tuion, and the country Turqueftan, 
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' This city was feated in the province of Mauaralnahar, In 
the neighbourhood of the Cafpian Sea ; and hence the 
nation inhabiting that trafl of country acquired the name 
of Turks However large thefe fhares might be which 

•^alm and Tiir had received from their father, they Hill 
hated him, and their brother Irege, whofc ruin they con- 
certed together. Things being at laft ripe for execution, 
Salm and Tur marched each with great forces to Ader- 
baya gjanj^ and having joined their armies, fent a fort of 
ji'itfillfell7)to their father, wherein they fet forth, that, 
avith juft reafon, they were difpleafed with the kindnefs 
which he had fliewn Irege, whom they ftyled a baftard ; 
and declared at the fame time, that they would never lay 
down their arms tiM he was depofed and the countries di- 
vided between them, which hitherto had been in his pof- 
feflion. Phridun, juftly dif|}leafed at this undutiful be- 
haviour, fent immediately his orders to Irege tq draw to- 
gether all his forces, and march againft his brothers. 
Irege, however, defiredthe king to haverecourfe to milder 
meafures, in hopes of prcferving the peace of the em- 
pire. Phridun was of a contrary opinion, and determined 
to reduce the rebels by arms. But Irege, unwilling to do 
his brothers any violence, went with fome of his wifcft 
counfellors to their camp, in order, if poflible, amicably 
to adjuft their differences. They, who wifhed for nothing 
more, immediately feized him and (truck off his head *, 
which, being placed on a pole, they infolently fent to his 
father, Phridun was exccffivcly grieved at his fon’s mis- 
fortune, and therefore refolved to carry on the war againft 
Salm and Tur \ mean while he gave the dominions of 
Irege to his fon Manugeher, who immediately marchc^ 
with an army againft his uncles. They, defpiGng hU 
youth, quickly came to art engagement, in which the 
two brothers were routed, and loft their lives by the hand 
of Manugeher, After this glorious vi£tory, he returned 
in triumph to his grandfather Phridun, who was now 
grown blind. When he heard the acclamations of the 
people at the entrance of Manugeher, he afked who it 
was that prefumed to enter his prefence in fuch a manner. 
The young vi£lor then cried out, It is your grandfon 
Manugeher, the avenger of the blood of Irege, who hath 
(lain Salm and Tur with his own hand." Phridun then 
received him with open arms, and with all the demon- 
ftrations of paternal fondnefs. Afterwards he took the 
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S ji, or tiara, from his own hea<!, and put it on that of 
anugohcr, or Manugjar, declaring him forcrcign of 
Pcrfia*, appointing at the fame time one Soam, or Soham, 
a perfon of great wifdom and valour, to be his vifiei ^ 
Within a fhort fpacc after this event, Phridun died, fij.* 
of years and glory. 

As to the perfonal qualifications of this prince, he 
celebrated, by oriental MTiters, as the Solomon of Perfia, 
one who made it his whole ftudy to govern peo ple in 
fuch a manner, as that they might enjoy greater 
than if they had lived in a ftate of freedom. He extend^ 
ed his dominions, with a view of extending happinefs 
to thofe whom he reduced under his obedience. He was 
a zealous worlhipper of the true GodJ and tocJc fuch care 
to fupprefs Zabiifm, that feme Mahommedan authors 
have not fcrupled to aflert, that he was a muflulman. It 
is alfo recorded of him, that he left this advice with his 
fucceflbr : “ Believe, my fon, that the days of your reign 
are fo many leaves of a book; be careful, therefore, to write 
nothing in any page thereof, that you would not have 
feen by pofterity*/^ Many other wife fayings of this 
great prince are fcattered in various authors, which we 
have neither time nor opportunity to infert. Some Per- 
Can writers think, that Phridun was contemporary with 
Abraham. On the other hand, the learned Df. Hyde has 
entertained a notion, that this Phridun is thePhraortes of 
Herodotus .* 

Manugjahr, orManugeher, according to fome authors,! 
was not the fon of Irege, but his grandfon, by a daughter. 
It is not of much importance which of thefe opinions is 
true**. Certain it is, that he was a wife prince, and of a 
mild difpofition : his minifter, or vifier, was Soham, be- 
fore mentioned, whofe fame is ftill great throughout all 
the Eaft. Manugehcr, probably by his advice, made fe- 
vcral juft regulations in the government of Perfia : he 
ufeertained, more exaftly than any of his predeceflbrs had 
done, the boundaries of the province?, into each of which 
he font a prefident, or governor, independent of whom 
he eftabliflied, in every great town or borough, a mayor 
or provoft ; Co that the governors had no opportunity of 
i'etting up for themfelved^; and the provofts were obliged 
to behave prudently, for fear the governor flipuld write 
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them to. court. Obfcrvinj^ the barrenness of Per- 
sia to be chiefly owing to the want of water, he cotrftdered 
every way of Supplying this defeat: he caufed fine canals 
to be cut from the mighty rivers Tigris and Euphrates, to 
j^frefli the barren countries in their neighbourhood ; be 
took care to colle£t all the ftreams iffuing from the little 
Springs on the tops of the naountains, that their waters 
might be made as uSeful as pofiible. To encourage his 
Subjefts to cultivate their lands with care, he employed 
axuMli rilflf in gardening, and took great pains to difeoveyr 
jhe virtues of herbs and flowers, cauSing fuch as were 
moft valuable to be transplanted from mountains and un- 
couth places into his own gardens, or thofe of his cour- 
tiers. But, while he was thus cultivating the arts of 
peace, Apherafiab, the dcScendant of Tur or Tour, in- 
vaded his dominions with a grca| army of Turks, in order, 
as he gave out, to avenge the death of his anceftor. Ma- 
nugeher, finding himfelf too weak to refift fo formidable 
^in enemy, retired towards the country of Tabreftan. Some 
authors fay, that a battle was fought between him and 
Apherafiab, and that Manugeber was routed. However 
that might have been, all are agreed, that the king of 
JPerfia withdrew into a fortrefs, and prepared to defend 
himfelf againft the attempts of his enemy. Apherafiab 
befieged him with all his arn^y, but to no purpofe, and 
the winter drawing on, the Turk, being afraid left his men 
Should defert him, began to think of peace, CommiflTjoners 
were appointed on both fides, and a treaty concluded on 
thefe terms : that ^heraliab fhould poflefs all the coun- 
try eaft of the river Gihon^ and that he fliould leave Ma- 
nugeher, without molcftation, m pofleflion of Perfia and 
the provinces dependent on k. Such was the event of 
this cruel war, which threatened no Jefs than the fubver- 
fion of the monarchy of Perfia . As foon as Apherafiab 
was retired into his owi^ country, Manugeber began to 
provide againft fuch invafions for the future, and ordered 
all the governors to get ready their quotas of troops. 
Thefe meafures alarming Apherafiab, he gave orders to 
Jiis forces to make inroads into Perfia j but the Turk had 
4iot the fame fuccefs in this as in the former war. The 
precautions of Manugeber perfedily anfwered his end ; 
ifo that the enemy were not only repulfcd wherever thc;^ 
made their courfes, but alfo loft a great number of fot 
diers, who were taken prifoners. Apherafiab therefore 
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very willingly renewed the peace, and left Mani^cher^j^q, 
a& ai he thought proper in his own dominions. wife 
and good prince made the city of Sigjiftan for a time his 
foyal leat ; and when, by his prefence, he had put all 
things on that fide in good order, he fent thither Soham 
to preferve them in that Hate ; and went to refide Tn 
the centre of the empire, where he afllduoufly em- 
ployed himfelf in the cultivation of arts and fgiences, 
and in every thing which might render his people 
powerful and happy. Soham managed fo p riiiTmt I y inj.hr 
province of Sigjillan, that he gained the good.-will of the 
people, as wcU as the favour of his fovereign ; but, in 
the midft of hishappinefs, an accident fell out which fur- 
prifed him not a little: his wife was brought to bed of a 
ion with long yellow hair. Soham therefore gave him the 
name of Zal-zer, i. c. golden hair. This young man, when 
he grew up to years of^ diferetion, gave manifeft tokens 
of an exalted genius, infomuch that Manugeher fent for 
him and his father to appear at court. Thither they wentj 
and the fight of the young nobleman augmented the 
efteecn and gratitude Manugeher had for his father and 
family. Loaded with new honours and dignities, Soham 
and his fon returned into their own country, and lived 
there with the fame fplendor and reputation they had 
maintained before. One day it happened that Zal-zer wer\t 
to hunt in the province of Kabluftan, dependent on the 
kingdom of Touran, but bordering northwards on the 
Perfian dominions. Meherab, who was at this time go- 
vernor of that province, being informed of his coming, 
went out to meet him, that he might Ihew his refpedl to 
the father by the honours paid to his fon. The conver- 
fation he had with Zal-zer charmed him fo much, and 
made fo (Irong an impreflion on his mind, that he could 
not help talking of him to his family upon his return 
home. His praifes had fuch an eflFeA on the mind of 
Roudabah, l^is daughter, that {he fell violently in love 
with Zal-zer on his report ; and as women’s palRons are 
ever fudden and ungovernable, (he fent immediately one 
of her ipaids iiito the place where Zal-zer was encamped, 
that (he might find an opportunity of converfing with him 
in private. Her projeA fuccceded perfeflly well : the 
ypung npbleman, pe^piving the maiden gathering flowers, 
entered into difeoprf^e with her, enquiring her condition, 
^d with whom {he lived. The girl, properly inftrufted^ 
f nfwered him, that (he was the (ervant of Roudabah, the 
daugh^r of Mehcpib-^ then, talking of the family, ex-. 
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.J^tjated on the wit| beautyi and fweet difpoGdon of her 
lady. Zal-zcr immediately conceWed a great efteem for 
this amiable perfoni which by degrees ripened into fo 
warm a pai&on, that he could neither eat nor fleep, until 
had concerted the means of fpeaking to her in perfon. 
An interview between two pcrfonsi who equally defired 
it, is very quickly procured. The lovers made the bed 
ufe of their time; that is, they exchanged the moft fo- 
lemn vows of fidelity/ and engaged to marry each other, 
as j bwi >" ar fire confent of their parents could be obtained. 
To cover his amour, Zal-zer made a vifit at the fame time 
to the father of his miftrefs, by whoin he was very kindly 
received ; and, having ftayed with him all night, fet out 
on his return to his father in the province of Sigjiflan. 
He acquainted Soham with all that had happened, and 
declared that it was impolTible for him to live, at lead in 
any degree of happinefs, without the poffeflion of the 
daughter of Mehcrab. Some difficulty there was in pro- 
curing the king’s confent to this marriage y for it was 
hitherto a thing without precedent for a Ferfian toefpoufe 
a Turk. However, the many fcrvices of Soham, and the 
great merit of Zal-zer, prevailed fo far over Manugeher, 
that he at lall yielded to all they defired. The nuptials 
were celebrated with prodigious magnificence, the inha- 
bitants of Sigjiftan and Kabludan vying with each other 
in their expreffions of joy on this occafion : nor were the 
confequences of this match lefs happy, than its celebra- 
tion was fplendid; for, at the end of nine months, the 
lovely Roudabah brought forth a fon, who was named 
Ruftan, the mighty hero of all the oriental romances*. 
The reader will hereafter perceive how the loves of this 
illullrious pair obtained a place in the Ferfian hidory. 
Let us now return to Manugeher, who fpent all his time 
in putting the affairs of his kingdom in the bed order ima- 
ginable, with refped both to peace and war; that ia, he 
took pleafure to encourage virtue, and to render every 
man’s condition fo happy, as to engage him to fight for 
that government, on the continuance of which it depended. 
The perfon^ qualifications of this monarch have been 
already difplayed. It remains, however, that we do him 
judice in one particular, of greater importance than all 
the red: he was a mod zealous wo rlhipper of the true 
Cod, of which piety wc have the mod fhining indancet 
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in the hi [lory his life and reign, written by Taba^UV* 

aa ancient Ferfian author. 

Niidar or Naudar fucceeded his father ; but his reign ^ 
was far from being happy. He was fcarce feated on his 
ihrone before his grandees began to form ^larties, and to ^ 
xaife feditions in his empire ; which weakened it fo much, 
ihat the Turks immediately conceived hopes of conquer- 
ing k entirely. With this view Pafhang, at that time 
Jcing of Touran, the dire<^ defeendant of Tur, the Ibn of 
Phridun, called his fons together ; and having igp»uated 
firft on the right which their family had to the kingdom of 
Periia, and, i^condly, on the lowftate the Perfian affairs 
were then in, he told them, that the intent of bis calling 
them together, was to kjiow which of them had courage 
enough to aiflert the pretenilons derived to him from his 
anccflors, and undertake the reduftion of the provinces 
on the other fide Gjeiton. Apherafiab, his eldeft fon, 
fired with ambition, and defirous of excelling his bre- 
thren, iinmediately offered to raife an army, in order to con- 
quer Iran. Accordingly he aflembled four hundred thou- 
fand faorfc and foot, and with this prodigious army entered 
iDigjiftan. Nudar, as £oon as he was informed of this in- 
fvafion, caufed his beft troops to file off that way, and 
-gave the command of them to Soham, the father of Zal- 
zer i but he, being old and decrepid, was forced to march 
flowly towards the enemy ; and even that pace fatigued 
him fo much, that he died before he had reached the 
place of rendezvous*, an event highly pleafing to Aphe- 
jafiab, who very much dreaded the valour and conduft of 
this great man. Nudar, not doubting but Soham and 
his troops were already arrived at the place he appointed, 
marched off his army towards Mazandcran, where, on a 
fudden, and before he expelled it, they came MMthin 
Aght of the enemy. The camps being oppofitc to each 
ether, a Turkifh champion, whofe name was Bafmon, 
challenged any of the Perfian warriors to fmgle combat j 
rwhich challenge was -readily accepted by Kobad, the 

f randfori of Kaoh, of whom we faid fo much in the life of 
'hridufi. The combat terminated in favour of the Per- 
&an, who having ilain his antagonift, fpoiJed him of his 
Anns, and carried them, as the tiophy of his viftory, to 
tcfit. The Turks were prodigioufly incenfed .at this 
incident, and rcfolved to revenge it fpcedily on Nudar 
and his army. Accordingly, having poflelTed themfelves 
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the neighbouring polls^ they attacked the Pernam 
in their camp, where a moft obftinate battle wae fought* 
till at length there fell fuch a heavy (hower of rain, at- 
tended with fuch an extraordinary darknefs, that Nudar 
■l^jd hold of this opportunity to retire, and to order his 
Jons Thus and Guftam, who were at the head of feparatie 
bodies, to march fpeedily to his relief. They obeyed his 
command/ accompanied by Karen the brother of iCobad, 
who had foypd means to withdraw the royal treafurcs out 
pf Sigjntan, and to fend them to a place of fafety. A- 
pherafiab obferving the meafures taken by Nudar, and 
conceiving that his intent was to fpin out the war, he, in 
order to prevent its running into a length, which, in the 
end, would have been dcftrniSlive to his troops, fent an 
officer, whofe name was Karahon, with pofitive orders to 
attack Karen, and the body of Pprfians under his com- 
mand. The order was executed with fuccefs. He killed 
their commander, and efFeffuaHy difperfed thettfi:. Not 
long after this event, Apherafiab attacked Nu^^^Fin his 
camp ; and having obtained a Cgnal viftory, took that 
monarch prifoner in his flight, with many Perfian nobles. 
As foon as they came into his prefence Apherafiab ordered 
them to be cut in pieces ; but his brother, a prince of 
great humanity and wifdom, interpofed, and prevailed on 
him to content himfelf with putting them in prifon. The 
next ftep, after this viftory, was to poflefs himfelf of the 
court and treafures of Nudar j with which view Aphera- 
fiab inftafitly detached a body of thirty thoufand men; 
thefe, entering the province of Sigjillan, made themfelves 
mafters of the capital and of the royal palace, the Perfians 
being every where fo intimidated, that they dared not ftir, 
but fubmicted tamely to the yoke which conqueft had im- 
pofed. Meherab, it feems, after the marriage, had re- 
tired into PerCa, and lived in great honour and affluence 
there, till this fudden overthrow of the empire threatened 
him as well as the reft of its inhabitants. Being a man 
of great policy, he bethought himfelf of an expedient 
to divert immediate danger, by fending a meflenger to 
Apherafiab with very rich prefents, and a letter to this 
purpofe ; ** That, though be lived in Perfia, he was by na- 
tion a Turk ; and not only fo, but, in fome meafure, allied 
to him in blood, being lineally defeended from Zoak : 
wherefore he hoped his family, and this early teflimony 
of obedience, would be fuffleient to recommend him to 
his fpecial proteftion.” Having thus amufed the viftor, 
fie gave notice lo his fon-in-law Zkl-zer, who, aflcmbling 
• nrivatclv 
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privately feveral finall bodies of men, appointed thepwc* 
place or rendezvous, where he joined them ; and finding 
they were numerous enough to attempt fomething againft 
the common enemy, he began to aft ofFenfively, and, in 
aftiort time, drove the Turks out of the province of 
jiftan. Of which fuccefs, when Apherafiab received in::, 
telligcncc, it provoked him fo much, that he ordered the 
unfortunate Nudar to fuffer decapitation. As to the length 
of this king's reign, authors arc divided, fame making it 
fevcp years, others enlarging it to nine. MiikKoiT5^*whom 
we generally follow, adheres to the former number. Some 
oriental writers makethis prince contemporary with Joftiuai 
others place him much higher 

Apherafiab, or Afrafiab, notwithftanding this rebellion, 
or rather infurreftion, looking upon himfelf as monarch 
of Perfia, fent an accoiyit to his father Paftiangh of the 
happy fuccefs with which his expedition had been crowned. 
But iyips not long before he had news of another nature 
to fenWipfor the Perfians univerfally detefting his haughty 
and infolent temper, began to raife feditions in every part 
of the kingdom ; their averlion engaged them in fteps 
which carried their intrigues farther, and made them en- 
deavour to ftir up the brother of Apherafiab, who had, 
at firft, faved Nudar's life, to put in his claim to the 
throne, promifing him both afliftance and obedience, He, 
burning with an ambition natural to his family, liftened 
readily to the propofal, and advifed them to engaged Zal- 
zer to invade the provinces in the neighbourhood of Sig- 
jiftan in the fpring ; alTuring them, that the war being once 
begun, he would appear in their favour, ' Thefe ncgoci- 
ations could not be carried on fo fecretly, but that Apera- 
fiab gained intelligence of them : he immediately concerted 
mcafures to counteraft his brother's defigns, and render his 
plan abortive ; which he effefted by caufing him to be alTaf- 
finated, and then applied himfelf indefatigably to the raifing 
of troops, refolving to reduce all his opponents. Zal-zert 
being informed of thefe proceedings, and vehemently regret- 
ting the lofs of the young Turkifh prince, openly excited the 
Perfians to take arms, deriding their cowardice, and giv- 
ing them to underfiand, that more than half the enemy's 
ftrength lay in the fears of the Perfians. His difeourfes, 
by degrees, had fuch an effeft, that the inhabitants of 
Perfia, affembling together in finall bodies, marched by 
night, through fecret and bye-ways, to his camp', where, 

^ MIrkhond. Hift. fc£l viii, D’Hcrbelof, Art, Naudhar. 
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when they were all arrived, Zal-zer found hirafelf at the 
fieSl of a very formidable army*, ikpherafiabi who had 
his fpies every where, receiving an exaft account of Zal- 
zer’s fituation, immediately refolved to change his manner 
of making waj^ and to aA altogether on the defenfive. 
"this caution gave the Perfian captain a great deal of trou- 
but at lall he found an opportunity of bringing Aphe- 
rafiab to a battle ; it was very bloody, and fo obllinate, 
that it lafted till it was dark, and then each army, retiring 
to its.tajrpf fBund that neither fide had any reafon to boaft 
of viftory. This war continued for a long time without 
ahy decifive action \ whereby all induftry being deHroyed, 
there followed firft a fcarcity, then a famine, and, at the 
end of this, a grievous peftilence; which, falling at once into 
both camps, difpofcd Apherafiaband Zal-zer, to peace, Ne- 
gociations were not long on foot before a treaty was con- 
cluded, whereby it was ftipulatccf, that Apherafiab ftiould 
withdraw his troops and effefts without moleftation, and 
retire into Touran, while Iran, and all its dcpe(idencies 
(hould remain under the protedlion of Zal-zer. This peace 
being concluded and ratified, it would have been eafy for 
that nobleman to have raifed himfelf to the throne of 
Perfia \ but he, fcorning to barter immortal fame for a 
fhort-lived royalty, fought out Zab, or Zoub, the lawful 
heir of the houfe of Kejomaras, and fet the crown upon 
his head 

Zab, Zoub, or Bazab, at the time of his acceflion to 
the royal dignity, was far advanced in years, but had, 
notwith Handing, a tolerable (hare of health and fpirits : 
he applied himfelf to the reftoring the (hattered affairs of 
Perfia : the more effedlually to accomplifh this end, he 
affociated with him in the empire Gherfchafp, his nephew, 
whom fome have called Kifchtafp, and have made him, 
not the nephew and aflbciate, but the fon and fuccefibr of 
Zab, or ^ub. He facrificed much of the prerogative of 
theicrown to make the people eafy, and to enable them to 
recover their Ioffes, after ihe depredations committed by 
Afrafiab and his troops : he threw open the rt^al treafury, 
and when any fums were brought in, he mft paid his 
foldiers, and then dillributed the rail among th^ poor. 
Thefe were certainly virtues ; but this prince is branded 
for a vice particularly infamous on a throne, viz. tfiat of 
gluttony, or rather luxury in eating; and is recorded to 

■ Mirkhond. Hift. ubi fapra. ^Khondemir in Khelaffat 
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bate been tkaauthoi*of tarious forts of fauces and fotip 9 
unknown before in thofc regions. It is not very de^ 
how long he reigned, or who was his fucceffbr. Mirk- 
bond makes him cxprcfsly the laft cf the firft race of 
kings, who, from the fimame of Hafliangl}i were called, 
in general, Pifehdadians, though to us itfeems more pr6^^ 
babie that they received this appellation becaufe, duuiig' 
the feveral reigns of thefe princes, the law and conftitu- 
tion of Perfia were thoroughly fettled According to 
other authors, Gherfehafp, or Kifchtafp, Tu«cced£d in 
the empire by the voluntary ceffion of Zab, or Zoiib; 
his mother is faid to have been a Jewefe, of the tribe df 
Benjamin : he proved a prince of great merit, and de- 
ferving of a better fate than he experienced ; for he did 
all in his power to reftore the Perfian diadem to its ancient 
luftre. Afrafiab, little regarding his treaties, took advant- 
age of the diforders of* die kingdom to re-enter it with 
a formidable army, and to polTefs himfelf of various pro- 
vinces. The new king fought under great difadvantages y 
which, however, he furmounted, frequently defeated the 
Turks, and recovered feveral places out of their hands : 
at laft he fell into the error of many of his predeceflbrs ; 
that is, he put all his affairs to hazard in one battle, which 
he loft, and with it his life, being killed, fighting bravely 
for the liberty of his country, after a reign, fome fay of 
fix, others of thirty years ; but whether the former may 
not include the reign of Zab as well as of this prince, or 
whether the latter ought to be accounted the time that 
this monarch reigned albnc, we pretend not to determine. 
In this particular all are agreed, that here the empire of 
the Pifohdadians ended, and that Apherafiab, the defeen- 
dant of Tur, became a third time abfolute lord of Perfia 
As to the religion of thefo ancient kings, we have al- 
ready fhewn it to be very near the true religion ; that is, 
the religion of the patriarchs. The worfliip of fire was 
indifputably a very ancient do£trine ; and there fecn>s to 
to be no reafon for doubting the truth of what fome au- 
thors have affirmed, that it took its rife in, if not before, 
the time of Kqomaras. Certain it is, that the province, 
where he began to reign, was the firil In which magifm 
prevailed j and was always held facred by the profefibrs 
of that religion, on that account : this the very name im- 
plies ; for Aderbayagjan is no more than the piace cf fire • 
adcr, or axer, Jigiufyiiigyfrr, and bayagjan whence 

cMirlchond. Hift. feft. x. D'Herbdot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. 
t^Budhsr. d D'Herbelot. Art. Ghcrfchtalb. Kifcbltafp. 
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We fteqtictirty find this Word thus written^ Azerbayagjan.^ 

The nigh mountain of Albors was the principal place of 
' worfhip in thofe early times; and the peepk Were per- 
fuaded, that celeftial fire was preferved there; on this ac«: 

^ count, when the tr^afures of Nudar, king of Perfin^ were 
removed out of Sigjiftan, as we have before rctatedi they 
weTc^for feeurity placed here- In refpeft to thofe ancient 
times, the Greek writers are very infuficieiit guides^ if 
we may beliere the moft judicious w riter of hiftory that! 
nation- ever produced, namely, Thucydides; who very 
frankly declares, they knew very little of their own af- 
fairs beyond the memory of man ® ; that is, they were 
able to give no account of them wkh otder and certainty, 
Herodotus pretends mft to fay a»y thing of the hiftory of 
the Medcs, above one hundred and fifty years before the 
time of Cyrus, where he places Dpjoces, whom he makes 
the firft king of Media, and fpcaks of his awivancement t(v 
that dignity in terms ^ exaftly correfpondent to thofe 
made ufe of by Mirkliond, in his hiftoiy of the eleftion of 
Kejomaras. Diodorus Siculus gives us a lift of ten Me- 
dian kings, reigning, in all, two hundred and cighty-two 
years But there is ftill a great chafm of time bctwccit 
the rife of the Perftan or Medo-Perfian monarchy, and its 
being deftroyed by the Aflyrian emperors. If we allow 
the Perfians to have had kings of their own during this 
interval, or any confiderable part of it, which is n6t at all 
improbable, we make room for the Pifehdadians at once. 

But as to the precife time in which they reigned, wc are 
quite in the dark ; and therefore, inftead of indulging 
conje6tures, we ftiall refume the thread of our hiftory, 
and fhew by what fteps Apherafiab was expelled, and the 
Peffian dominions were once more reftored to a prince of 
that country. 

The HjfllTy- of the Perftan Kingt of the fecond Race^ or of the 
• ^ Dynofty of the Kainites, 

Keykobad, or Caicobad, whom fome writers make the Kaihgtad, 
fon of Zab, the fon of Tahamafp, the fon ofManugeher, 
king of Perfia, and Others call Amply the nephew of Nu- 
dar, was feated on the throne of Perfia by the famoua 
Zal-2ei, who was fo loyal to the family that raifed him^ 
that he twice refufed the Perfian diadem, becaufc fau 

« Thucydidei, Preoem. Hill. t Herodot, lib. i, cap* 97, 98. 

t JMfioih. lib. ii. cap. 3. 
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would not injure their family. At this time he and hi^on 
Hudan aflembled fuch a body of troops, as enabled Cnetn 
to give Apherafiab abundance of trouble, and by degrees 
to put into the ponefllon of Kaikobad the greateft part of 
the provinces of Pcrfia. This monarch pEoved at oncca 
good prince to his fubje£fs in general, and extremely 
grateful to the perfons particularly concerned in raliiti^ 
nim to the dirone. He entrufted the command of all his 
forces with Ruftan, and did nothing in civil affairs with- 
out the advice of his father. By degrees, Kii^troops, un- 
der the command of the famous hero before mentioned, 
gained fuch advantages, that Apherafiab retired before 
them, and was at laft driven to fuch diflrefs, that he de- 
fined to treat of an accommodation \ but his commiflioners, 
and thofe of the king of Perfia, differing about the terms, 
Apharafiab hazarded fecond battle, wherein, though 
his troops fought with great rcfolution, he was totally de- 
feated. In the heat of this engagement, Rullan defired 
feme of the officers about him to fhew him Apherafiab ; 
who being pointed out accordingly, Ruftan Ipurrcd to- 
wards him with fuch an impetuous force, that he beat 
him from his horfe ; then diftnounting from his own, he 
tied Apherafiab's hands and feet together with a cord, and 
having laid him before himfelf upon his own fteed, rode 
out of the battle, and threw him into a particular place. 
Apherafiab, after Ruftan had left him, ftruggled with fuch 
force, that he at laft got loofe ^ then taking the cord, he 
tied the hands and feet of a dead man, as his own had 
been faftened, and Joining a party of horfe belonging 
to his army, made his efcape. After viflory had de- 
clared itfelf in favour of the army of Kaikobad, Ruftan 
rode up to falute him, and among other compliments of 
congratulation, informed him that the war was now 
at an end, he having made Apherafiab prifoner, whom 
he alfo promifed immediately to produce. to 

the place v'^herc he had left the Turkifli tnonarcA/, he 
found, with furprize, a dead man tied in his place. 
For this overfight, he afked pardon of Kaikobad, and 
folemnly promifed, that, if ever he Ihould meet Aphe- 
rafiab in battle again, he would not make the fame mlf- 
tafce. But that prince finding bis affairs defperate in 
Perfia, recired into Turqueftan, and fent from thence an 
ambaffador to treat with Kaikobad ; who was eafily pre* 
vailed on not to carry his arms into Touran, when the 
right of him and his family to Iran, was acknowleged by 
Apherafiab, and all the icattered remnants of bis army 

with* 
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Vittidrawa**. The peace being once fettled, Kaikobad 
applied himfelf to the reftoring the affairs of his kingdom ; 
and in the fird place fixed his court at Spahawn, which 
had been built by the famous king Houihangh, adorned 
hy Phridun, apd afterwards given by him to Kaoh the 
flnith, and his family. His court being once fixed, the 
Idh^next beftowed his favours onfuch as had been inftru- 
mental in the expulfion of the Turks. To Ruftan he 
gave the province of Zabluftan, on the borders of India, 
watered by nfiany pleafant dreams, and adorned with the 
fined profpefts. This province afforded a furname to 
Kudan, and received itfelf a new name from him, that 
hero being dyled, in mod of the romances, Zabeli, be- 
caufe he was governor of Zabludan, and that province, 
or at lead a great part, was thenceforward called Rudan- 
darjbecaufe it had been the government of Rudan. Ma- 
harab, furnamed Kabuli, becaufe lie had been governor of 
Kabul, was another of Kaikobad’s generals, and highly 
edeemed by him. Kavun, one of the defcendents of the 
famous Kaoh the fmith, was alfo a perfon in high edima- 
tion ; but what particular rewards he received, authors 
do not mention. It feems he was a fort of knight-errant, 
and acquired from thence the , furname of Rczin Khuah, or 
the fearcher of adventures. A fourth captain of Kaikobad 
was Kefchvad, furnamed Zerin Kulah, from a golden 
tiara, which he was allowed to wear, in reward for the 
mighty things he had done for the good of the empire. 
Kaikobad divided all the fpoil that had been brought into 
his treafury among his foldiers, regulated their pay very 
exaftly, and afterwards employed them in making great 
roads throughout the empire, fetting up public marks at 
the end of every four thoufand paces j which fpace by the 
Perfians is calJed pherfengh, and from thence parafang 
by the Greeks. In the laft years of his life he grew blind, 
andxflBijnued fo till the day of his death, which happen- 
. ed^s hiftorians fay, after a reign of one hundred 

t ears ; according to others, when he had reigned one 
u.ndred and twenty K 
Kaikaus, or Caikaus, the fon, or, as fome fay, the Kaikauj* 
grandfon of Kaikobad, fucceeded him in the throne of 
Perfia j on which he was fcarce feated, before a war 
broke out in Mazanderan, a province bordering on the 

h Mlrkhond Hid’, feft. xii. D*Herbelot. Bibliorh. Orient. 
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Cafpian Sea, which required his prcfence. A rebel prjflcc, 
taking occafion fiom the demifc of Kaikobad, aflumed the 
fovcreignty of that diftrlft, and fortified the capital in fuch 
a manner, as to render it the ftrongeft place of the Eaft, 
Kaikaus marching againft him with too great an arm-f' 
to be oppofed, the rebel fhut himfelf up in the city-e£- 
Mazanderan, and prepared for a fiege. Kaikaus having 
viewed the place, and received intelligence, that it was 
extremely well provided with all forts of anftnunition and 
vitEluals, gave over all hopes of reducing it by force ; but, 
as in fuch cafes, it is ufual with experienced generals to 
have recourfe to ftratagems, Kaikaus devifed one, which 
anfwered his end effedlually. He gave out in his camp, 
and corrupted people to report in the city, that he was 
extremely diftrefled for provifions, and fhould, on that 
account, be obliged fhortly to raife the fiege. His emif- 
faries in the place immediately infinuated to the keepers 
of the {lores, that, by fupplying the king of Perfia with 
fmall quantities of vicluals, immenfe fums might be gained. 
This trade being once fet on foot, Kaikaus paid fo well^ 
that, in a fhort time, there was not a loaf left. He then 
fummoned the city peremptorily to furrender; and, on a 
difeovery of their circumftances, the inhabitants were 
forced to fubmit He had not the like fuccefs in an- 
other war, undertaken in this province againft Aphera- 
fiab 5 for the Perfian army being defeated, king Kaikaus 
was taken, and thrown into prifon, from whence he was 
releafed by the vigilance of his general Ruftan ; who, 
entering Touran with a numerous army, wafted all be- 
fore him with fire and fword, declaring that he would de- 
ftroy the whole country, if they did not fet his fovereign at 
liberty ; a threat which fo terrified the people, that their 
clamour prevailed on Apherafiab to difmifs Kaikaus, on 
his promifing to recall Ruftan. As foon as the Perfian 
monarch had regained his liberty, he made^>fe the 
hero we have fo often mentioned to curb hii enemies o:^ 
every fide ; and he is recorded to have carried his arms 
into Mezr, i. e. Egypt ; Shamah, i. e. Syria ; and Rum, 
i. e. Afia Minor. After thefe wars were over, and all 
things in a quiet fituation, Kaikaus, to (hew the high 
efteem he had of Ruftan’s fervices, gave him his filler in 
marriage; the name of this princefis was Gehernaz, i. e. 
indued with all virtues : with her, by way of portion, he 
conferred upon him the office of gcnerabffirao of all his. 

^ Mirkhond. Hift. feA« ziii. 
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arm5«5, and made him vicar-general of his kingdom, with 
* the title of Pehelevan Gihan, i. e. fupporter of the Perftan 
empire. We are not told who it was Kaikaus himfelf 
married j but, ^whoever the was, he had by her two fons, 
n^med Siavek, and Fraiborz. The eldeft of thefe, Si- 
arrty was fent to refide with, and be bred up under, his 
uncle Ruflan. How long things continued in this tran- 
quil ftate, does not appear j but the next war we hear 
of, was wagecT againft Zulzogar, king of Arabia. What 
provocation he gave Kaikaus is uncertain ; but the king 
of Perfia carried his refentment fo far, that he had well 
nigh reduced the whole kingdom of Yemen, over which 
Zulzogar reigned. At length it came to the ears of Kai- 
kaus, that this Arabian prince had a daughter, the moft 
lovely woman in the world *, ugon which the Perfian 
king fent to demand her in marriage. The king of Ye- 
men, defirous to be rid at any rate of fiich an enemy, 
fent his daughter immediately to the king of Perfia’s ha- 
ram. As foon as Kaikaus beheld Saudabah, he M'-as fo 
ftru.ck with her beauty, that he conceived himfelf the 
happieft man in the world, by having her in his poflfcflion. 
Overcome therefore with the violence of his paflion, he 
abandoned himfelf to all forts of excefles, giving great en- 
tertainments, and encouraging all kinds of diverfions in 
his camp, without fo much as remembering, that he was 
in an enemy’s country. Zulzogar, who had forefeen this 
difripation,aflembled privately a confiderable body of horfe ; 
and falling unexpe£tcdly on the Perfiaii army, abfohifely 
defeated it, and made the king and all his court prifoners. 
The news of this difalfer no fooner reached Perfia, than 
Ruftan put himfelf at the head of the forces that were 
left under his command, and marched immediately into 
Yemen. Zulzogar very well knew, that he had no troops 
cap abl^a^on tending with the veterans under the com- 
/n^it^ofKlMlan ; and for this reafon he treated the king 
Perfia, wnile in his power, with the utmoft civility 
and refpe£f ; fo that he had no great difficulty in prevail- 
ing on him, to fend his general orders to forbear hoflili- 
ties, and to think of peace. A treaty was quickly con- 
cluded between the father and fon-in-law, whereby the 
former quitted all pretenfions to the kingdom of Yemen, 
and promifed to invade it no morcf while the latter en- 
gaged to he the friend and ally of the Perfian nation, and 
to aflift it to the utmoft of his powers in confequence of 
'which accommodation, Kaikaus was immediately fet at 
liberty, with all thofe who had been taksn prifoners with 
S T a him, 
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him, and returned triumphantly into Perfia, with his 
fpoufe Saudabah *. Not long after this event, Siavek 
came to court, and was received with the utmoft affec- 
tion by his father. Saudabah, either charmed with the 
beauty of his perfon, or affefting to be fo, folicited him to 
an inceftuous amour 5 which advances he rejefted 
horror. The princefs incenfed at his indifference, re- 
folved to be revenged. Waiting a proper opportunity^ 
when the king was one day alone in his r.paitment, fhe 
rufhed in, with her hair difhevelled, her attire torn, and 
her breaft bloody, crying out for juftice againft Siavek, 
who had made an attempt upon her honour. The king 
immediately caufed his fon to be imprifoned, and obliged 
him to (land a tryal ; fome fay he underwent the ordeal 
by fire : however it was, the young prince was acquitted, 
and the wickednefs of "Saudabah clearly appeared. The 
king would have put her to death, if his fon had not in- 
terceded for her on his knees. Thefe proceedings hav- 
ing created fome divifions and heart-burnings in the court 
of Perfia, Apherafiab, who waited all opportunities of 
diftrefling that nation, failed not to take this, and to pafs 
the river Gjeihon, with a great body of troops, in order to 
befiege Balch. Kaikaus, roufed by the impending dan- 
ger, ordered his fon to march into Sigjiftan, with twelve 
thoufand horfe ; and there to join the forces under the 
command of Ruftan, In order to make head againft the 
eneitiy. Siavek readily obeyed, and joining his uncle 
Ruftan, marched with fuch expedition, that they were 
foon in the neighbourhood of Apherafiab and his army ; 
but, not thinking fit to hazard an engagement immedi- 
ately, they took care to pitch on a very ftrong camp. 
Apherafiab, knowing that his affairs would not permit 
him to carry on a long and lingering war, attacked them 
there ; which affault Ruftan had forefeen, and provided 
fo well for his reception, that he was not or,Y^Tey/w?Jlfed, 
but hi^ troops fuffered fo much in the attar^ that yfe 
gan fincerely to think of peace, in order to prevent tht- 
Perfian army from invading his dominions. With this 
view he fent commilTioners into the camp of Siavek and 
Ruftan, in order to fettle the terms of a perpetual alli- 
ance : they were very kindly received ; and the young 
prince, his uncle, and two Perfians of great quality, who 
were of his council, fettled with them the heads of a 

* D'Herbelot. Biblioth. Orient. ArU Caicauf. Mirkhond, 
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treaty very advantageous to Per/la 5 which being ratified 
by SSpherafiab, the young prince diipatchcd an exprefs to 
his father with the articles of the pacification. It feems 
the intrigues of Saudabah had created this deferving young 
prince many snemies in his father’s court, who took this 
opportunity of perfuading the king, that Siavek had ex- 
ceeded his commiflion, and injured the majefty of the 
Perfian empire by the treaty he had made. Kaiko- 
bad, influenced by thefe fuggeftions, difpatched his uncle 
Thus to the army, with letters full of afperity refpedfing 
l^he young prince, and with direftions to deliver up the 
command to Thus ; and to fignify to Rullan, that the 
king thought him now old enough to take bis reft, and 
therefore defired him to retire to his government of Sig- 
jiftan. Ruftan obeyed, and the prince continued in the 
army, which now marched to the frontiers of Turqueftan, 
in order to a£l ofFenfively againft Apherafiab. When 
they arrived in the neighbourhood of the river Gjeihon, 
the prince taking with him Piran-Vifleh, an officer of 
diftinftion in the Turkifh army, who had remained with 
him as a hoftage, went diredlly to the court of Aphera- 
fiab, to Ihew him how contrary to his honour it was to 
be guilty of a breach of faith. Apherafiab received him 
with open arms, placed him on a throne by his own,* and 

f ave him his daughter Franghiz in marriage. The no- 
ility of Turqueftan were fo much charmed with this 
young prince, and gave him continually fuch ftrong 
marks of their efteem, that Garfiavcfch, brother to 
Apherafiab, took umbrage at it, and refolved to have 
him taken off. Siavek, who waa a prince of great pene- 
tration, difeovered his intention ; and, forefeeing that in 
a ftrange country it would be impoffible for him to guard 
againft fuch attemptSj fpoke of it to his wife, who was 
then with child ; and conjured her, in cafe he ffiould be 
to fend his fon, if (he ffiould. be delivered of a 
Jt^y into^Perfia. In a little time, what he feared ac- 
tually came ro pafs : he was killed by alTaffins, hired by 
Garfiavefch, who would alfo have difpatched his wife, if 
Piran-Vifleh had not luckily entered the room and pre^ 
vented their defign. Franghiz was afterwards brought to 
bed of a fon, called Kaichofrau, who in time fucceeded 
his grandfather. The people of Turqueftan were fo much 
grieved for the death of Siavek, that, to ffiew their' con- 
cern, they mourned in Perfian habits y a cuftom which 
has ever fince remained amongft them. The news of the 
prince of Perfia’s death reaching Ruftan in his government, 
^* T 3 be, 
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hOi wkhout ext>eftuig orders, eatered Tmqueftan with a 
confiderablc army, burning and deftroying all the^^eun- 
try before him. Garfiavefch raifed a body of troops as • 
foon as he was able, and marched to oppofe him ; but, ’ 
coming to an engagement, they were foon defeated, and 
Garfiayefch had his head flruck off by theTfword of Ruf- 
tan The defire this hero had to patronize the fa^ 
mily of bis pupil and nephew Siavek, put him upon in- 
quiring for his fon ; but his mother kept him fo efFedfual- 
ly concealed, that neither his friends nor ISs foes could 
difeover him. Some years after, however, Kaikaus fent 
Guiu the fon of Gudarz, a young Perfian nobleman 6f 
great capacity, into Turqueflan, in order to fearch for his 
grandfon. Some fay, that Guiu, having fought the young 
prince a long time in vain, met him by chance one day as 
he was hunting ■, and, knowing him by the refemblance 
of his father, addreffed fiimfelf frankly to him, told him 
his name and his commiffion. JCaichofrau lillened 
greedily to the propofal which the other made, of retiring 
into Perfia ; but defired that he might carry along with 
him, his mother, and Plran-Vifleh, the old and faithful 
friend of his father, that they might be fafe from the at- 
tempts of their enemies. This propofal being agreed to, 
and -all things concerted for their retreat, they quitted 
Turqueflan, and got fafe into Perfia, to the great mor- 
tification of Apherafiab, who was well pleafed with 
having in his hands the heir of the Perfian diadem. He 
ordered them immediately to be purfyued by feveral roads, 
but all to no purpofe, though tlicypafTcd the river Gjeihon 
hn fight of their purfuers. On the arrival of Kaichofrau 
at the court of his grandfather, the face of affairs fuddenljr 
changed ; thofe who had been avowed enemies of th^ 
prince Siavek, his father, were immediately removed^ 
and Kaikobad, to fliew his afiedlion for the young prince, 
made him generaliffimo of his armies, and raif^_^uiu, 
who had reflored him to the higheft hon^s. , 

who had been no friend to Siavek, began to ue apprefiem. 
'five of the power of Kaichofrau^ and therefore took 
^1 opportunities of influencing Fraiborz, the fon of Kai- 
kaus, by fuggefting to him, that this new-come prince 
would rob him of the crown of Perfia, which ought by no 
means, to be placed on the head of one defeended, by the 
mother's fide, from Tur, the implacable enemy of their 
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name and nation. Kaikaus, in the mean timCi was un-F 
willK^ to declare againil cither his fon or his grandfon : 
at laft/ in order to prevent, as far as in him lay, the in- 
conveniencies that might attend a difputed fucceflion, he 
xefolved to give the competitors for the crown a fair op- 
portunity of tiifplaying their abilities, and to declare in 
favour of him who fliould appear to have the greateft de- 
fert. One Bahaman, who had been entrufted with the city 
of Ardcbilj or Ardevil, in the province of Aderbayagjaii, 
had raifed hiWelf to be prince of that place, and thrown 
ofF his allegiance to the king of Perfia. Kaikaus fent a 
Body of troops under the command of his fon Fraibroz, to 
inveft the town on one fide, and an equal number, under 
Kaichofrau, to fit down before it, on the other j inform- 
ing both the princes, when theyfet out for their refpedlive 
commands, that whoever reduced the place, fhould be 
declared fucceflbr to the throne. * Thus, according to his 
repeated profeffions of friendfliip to Fraiborz, fet out with 
him for the army, and ufed every effort in his power to 
make him mafter of Ardevil, but to no purpofe : Baha- 
man, apprifed of the fiege, had provided all things necef- 
fary for a long defence ; and was himfelf fo confummate 
an officer, that he baffled all the attempts of the 
Perfian army under Fraiborz. Kaichofrau had better 
fuccefs ; the troops commanded by this young prince be- 
haved more gallantly than thofe of his uncle, infomuch that 
Bahaman, finding it impolfible to hold out, furrendered 
Ardevil into his hands. According to agreement, there- 
fore, when he returned to court, Kaikaus declared him 


heir apparent to the crown ; and thereby put an end to 
the contention which had fo long fubfifted. Soon after 
this event, the good old monarch, wearied with the fa- 
tigues of royalty, retired from the world, and left his 
grandfon in pofleffion of the kingdom, after a reign of 
on^l^!j.\j^ed and fifty years 

J^^t^cnS&au, or Kaikhofru, fucceeded peaceably to the KaUh^fraum 
^rone of Mii^randfatber, and fliewed himfelf worthy of 
that preference which had been given to his virtue; for, 
in the firfl place, be took care to reftify all abufes in the 
courts of juflke throughout his whole dominions, dif- 
placing all fuch officers as had rendered themfelves odious 
to the people, and taking every method he could de- 
vife tp ^Ueviate the diftreffes of the poor, ifluing for 


« Mirkhpnd Hid. ubi fupra. D'Herbelot. Biblipih. Orient. Art. 
Caicaus Sc Caikofrau. 

T4 ilut 



The Hijiory of the Terjianu 

this purpofe great fums out of his trcafury, and giving au- 
dience with the greateft afFability to all degrees of p-sfiplc. 
When he found his kingdom in tolerable order, he fum- 
moned a grand council of his nobility, wherein having 
teprefented the miferable death of his father, and the 
mighty mifthiefs which had been done them by the inha- 
bitants of Turqueftan, he defired them to fpeak their 
minds freely, whether it would not be for their intereft, 
as well as for his honour, to raife an armj^ immediately 
for the reduftion of that country ; and they unanimoufly 
agreed to the propofal. The king of Pcrfia, knowing 
that without unanimity no war could be carried on with 
any reafonable hopes of fuccefs, took pains to reconcile 
himfelf to Thus, and to his uncle Fraiborz ; and to fhew 
that his reconciliation was lincerc, he entrufted them with 
the command of thirty ^thoufand horfe, and fent them 
to begin the war, by invading the dominions of Turquef- 
tan At their fetting out, he fpoke to them thus, 

You mufl know, that before my father married the 
princefs Franghiz, my mother, he had, by the daughter 
of his friend Piran-VilTeh, a fon called Ferud. This 
young man, I am informed, has at prefent a command in 
the army of Apherafiab; but, wherever he is, remember 
that he is my brother, and that wherever you find him, 
you do him no injury, but render him all honours due to 
my relation.” It happened unluckily, that the Perfian 
army no fooner entered the country of Turqueftan, than 
Ferud came to reconnoitre them, at the head of a body of 
horfe. His fcouts informed him, that the Perfians were 
by far more numerous than the troops under his command ; 
but he, to ftiew his valour, inftead of retiring, attacked 
very vigoroufly the army under the command of Thus ; 
who, as foon as he underftood that Ferud was at the head 
of the Turks, ordered his forces to retire, and prefent- 
ing himfelf before the young prince, informed hl%iwc£ the 
order he had received from his brother, the ki^*f ofPmi’^ . 
Ferud, full of imprudent bravery, would ng'^eperfuadei' 
to retire; but caufing the Turkifh horfe to make a frefti 
attack, the Perfians repulfed them with great flaughter, 
and Ferud, to the mighty regret of the whole army, was 
found dead upon the place p, Kaichofrau received the 
news with great concern *, and apprehending that Thus had 
been, in fome meafure, inftrumental to his brother’s 
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death, he fent orders to his uncle Fraiborz to take 
upon\him the command of the army, and to fend back 
Thus a prifoner, to anfwcr for his conduft. Fraiborz 
executed the king’s command exaftly with refpcdl to 
Thus, and then marched farther into Turqueftan. Aphe- 
rafiab gave the command of the greateft army he had raifed 
to Ptran-VifTeh, who had returned to his dominions, tht 
moft experienced of his generals, and perfedtly acquainted 
with the Pcrl^n difeipline. This excellent officer did all 
that could be expefted from him : he gave Fraiborz and 
^rudar fo much trouble, and knew fo well how to encamp 
his troops out of danger of an attack, that at length the 
Perfians were conftrained to retreat, not without very con- 
fid erable lofs, Gudar, who commanded in the rear, hav- 
ing no lefs than feventy gentlemen of his own family 
flain*!. The news of this defeat; obliged the king to take 
other meafures*, he therefore removed his uncle'from the 
command of the army, and gave it to Gudar, to whofe 
valour and conduft it was owing that any part of it efcaped. 

He alfo fent Thus, who had fully juftified himfelf as to 
the death of Ferud, with a reinforcement of troops, in 
order to enable him to carry on the war. Apherafiab, 
perceiving that the Perfians were refolved to deftroy his 
empire, called to his affiftance the kha-khan, or king of 
Great Tartary, and Schangal, king of the Indies; and by 
the help of his confederates, pulhed the Perfian troops fo 
clofely, that, being far inferior in number, they were 
forced to retire to the mountains of Choraflan, where they 
threw up intrenchments, and fortified their camp. Kai- 
chofrau, informed of their diftrefs, fent orders to Ruftan 
to march with the utmoft diligence to their relief. 

That experienced general readily obeyed his mafter ; and 
the Perfian army, that was befieged in the mountains, 
when they heard of his approach, made no doubt of 
»hv^he vi£lory. Ruftan, as an earned thereof, dc- 

__^Ed th?^gilance of the Turkifh officers ; and paffing 
^heir advanS^^Fuards in the night, entered the Perfian 
camp before tha enemy was aware. Next day the moft 
bloody battle was fought that hitherto had been feen in 
PerCa, Ruftan did wonders; betook prifoner the kha- 
khan, and Kaimus, one of the principal generals in the 
fervice of Apberafiab. In the end viiStory declared itfclf 
for the Perfians ; and Apherafiab, having loft half his 
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army, was obliged to retire with the reft into his do- 
minions. Notwithftanding this mighty lofs, the kmg of 
Turqueftan meditated newinvaCons, exhaufting hl/whole 
country to draw together an army fufficient for this pur- 
pofe. Kaichofrau, on the other hand, fet foui great 
surmies on foot, the chief of which lay in the neighbour- 
bourhood of Dalch, under the command of Gudar. Againft; 
him Apherafiab fent a detachment of his choiceft troops, 
under the command of Piran-Vifleh. The two armies 
had not been long in the neighbourhood *of each other 
before an aftion enfued, wherein Piran-Vifleh was killed, 
and his army defeated. When Gudar faw the body df 
Piran-ViflTeh on the ground, he alighted from his borfe, 
and, remembering the fervices that nobleman had for- 
merly done to Siavek, and to Kaichofrau when a young 
man, bedewed it with tears, and took care afterwards to 
fee it interred with all the honours due to fo great and 
worthy a man. Of which refpeft, when the king of Per- 
fia was informed, he highly commended his general, and 
fpokewith very great regret of the death of his old friend ^ 
Apherafiab, when informed of this new difafter, fent his 
fon Schidah, to command the remains of the army, which 
he caufed to be reinforced as foon as poflible. By this 
time Kaichofrau was come in perfon to his army, and 
marched at the head of his forces through the plains in the 
neighbourhood of the Cafpian Sea. Schidah, thinking 
this a proper place to give battle, advanced with his army, 
and attacked the Ferlians with great refolution: but his 
fuccefs was not arlfwerable to his valour j for he was 
killed in the beginning of the engagement, and all his 
army cut to pieces. The king of Perfia furveying the field 
of battle, and the vaft number of dead bodies, exclaimed, 

Khuarefmi-bud P' i. e. I have feen my defire\ whence the 
plains in which this battle was fought, and the province in 
which they lie, received the appellation of 
which they ftill retain. Kaichofrau now e ^ 

war with the greateft vigour, marching ditJclly towarUw 
the capital of Turqueftan, whether Apherafiab had re- 
tiro^dj but this prince, not thinking himfelf fafe there, 
^caufe the people murmured loudly at the evils they fuf- 
fie/ed, firft fent away his haram, and then retired in his 
own perfon. His wives and children fell afterwards into 
the hands of Kaichofrau, who treated them with all 
imaginable kindnefs and refpeft. Apherafiab wandered 
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from province to province with a fmall body of troops^ 
until, being fliut up in the mountain^ of AdarBayagjan^ 
he w^at laft taken prifoner, and, by the orders of Kai- 
chofrau, put to death *. Thus endfed this long and bloody 
war, which bad very near exhaufted both empires. After 
it was finifhed, Kaichofrau fixed his court at Balch, for 
the c^nveniency of governing Touran as well as Iran. 

There it was that, feeing himlelfin pofleflion of two great 
empires, this monarch did what none of his predeceflbi^ 
had thought JT : he computed all the levies that had been 
made in Perfia for carrying on the waragainft the Turks; 
tfnd out of the immenfe treafures which were fallen into 
his hands, he reftored to every family the amount of the 
taxes they had paid. He fent for his uncle Fraiborz, and 
after having commended him for his fidelity, erefted fe- 
veral provinces on the fiiore of the Perfian Gulf into a 
kingdom, of which he made hirrf fovereign. He aflembled 
the nobility of Touran, and having (hewn them the folly 
of being at variance with the inhabitants of Iran, as they 
had hitherto be^n, advifed them to confider of means for 
le-eftablifliing the peace of their country, and aflured 
them he would contribute to it as far as lay in his power. 

He then marked out the quarters, and fettled the yearly 
pay of his foldiers i took an exaft account of the ftate of 
all the provinces ; and reformed feveral abufes in reli- 
gion: when he had done all this, he faid, he had reigned 
long enough for his own glory, and that it was now time 
for him to quit this world, and dedicate the reft of his 
days to God. With this view, he introduced his fuc- Kaichofrau 
ceflbr, Lohrafp, into a grand afiembly of the nobility, rc/ignj thi 
put the tagi on his head, and retired to a cell in the de- 
fert, having attained to the age of ninety years, Cxty of 
which he had paffed upon the throne'. 

Lohrafp, or Lohoralb, was the fucceffbr of Kaichof- Lohraff. 
rau- aud his near relation, that prince having no heirs 
authors who have recorded the principal 
^errts whici^Jiappened under the reigns of the feveral 
princes of th^^ft and feoond race, dilFcr in no part of 
their account m much as where they fpeak of the aftions 
of this prince. Lohrafp was ^nephew to king Kaikaus’a 
brother, and next heir male of theroyalline. He was ckdled, 
but not without confiderable oppofition. His temper was 
known to be fevere and haughty; many of the grandees 
were therefore for putting the feeptre into milder 
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hands; and at the head of this faflion was Zal-zer^ the 
father of Ruftan ; but their cabals were ineiFedtual^Loh-^ 
xafp carried it againft all oppofition, and was declared 
king. As foon as he was feated on the throne, he de- 
termined to raife his reputation, and exteiid his empire, 
by making war on both Tides of his dominions. In confe- 
quence of this refolution, he fixt his court at BalclTf and 
took all poflible methods for putting every thing in the 
beft order in the eaflern provinces of Ira». He fent in 
the mean time his general, Guclarz, with a puiflant army, 
into Shamah, or Syria, with orders to reduce the whole 
of that large country under his power. Gudarz efFeffually 
anfwered his expeftation : he conquered all Syria 

as far as Cariiaicus, and alfo Paleftine, with the famous 
city of Jerufalem, called by the Perfians, the Habitation 
of the Saints. The reigning king of the Jews fubmitted, 
and promifed to pay tribute ; for which he put as hoftages 
into the hands of the Perfian general feveral perfons of 
quality, whom Gudarz quickly after caufed to be flain. 
This cruelty provoked the Jews to a rebellion, and gave 
Gudarz the opportunity he wanted of Tacking Jerufalem, 
where he treated the inhabitants with inexpreflible barba- 
rity, and having loaded his foldiers with riches, retired, 
carrying into Perfia with him a vaft number of captives. 
King Lohrafp had two Tons, the eldeft called Gufhtafp, 
the younger named Zaris. The former was of a turbulent 
haughty difpofition, but at the fame time warlike, and of 
^reat abilities. This young prince engaged many, who 
were fond of novelty, to join him in a rebellion againft his 
father- But Lohrafp, having drawn together all his 
friends, and done every thing in his power to engage the 
people to his fervice, marched fo fuddenly againft his fon, 
that Gufhtafp’s adherents, fearing the fortune of the day 
in cafe of a battle, abandoned him by degrees. He there- 
fore provided for his own fafety, by retiriny ' ff RyT ^^- 
queftan, in fo diftrefled a condition, that he.fiwed 
court even unknown and unfufpeCted. J*ere, by a very 
odd accident, he married the daughter ''of the reigning 
yrince. -It was, it feems, a cuftom in that country, that 
whenever the king inclined to difpofe of a daugnter in 
marriage, public notice was given, and the people aflembled 
in great numbers in an open court, where being difpofed 
into the beft order the place woifld allow, the king entered 
with his daughter, one of whofe hands was held in his, and 
in the other flic had a golden apple, enriched with precious 
ftones. When ttey were advanced into the middle of the 
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place, the king let loofe his daughter's hand ; and llie, 
after walking round, and obferving every body diligently, 
befto^;^ herfelf and her apple on the man flie liked beft. 
It happened, not long after Guftitafp's arrivalin Turquef- 
tan, that the king determined to give his eldeft daughter 
in marriage *, and having brought her out into the court, 
aftemhe manner before defcribed, (he looking a little 
about her, gave her apple to this unknown perfon ; the 
grandees of ii>upan were inexpreffibly vexed to fee them- 
felves defpifed by the princefs, for a ftranger whom they 
(uppofed of low birth. They therefore engaged the king 
to make a law, that for the future the princefles of Tou- 
ran fhould have their choice only out of people of high 
quality, that the royal line might not be drawn into con- 
tempt. The king had ftill two daughters, as remarkable 
for their beauty as their birth. Thefe were demanded in 
marriage by the two fons of a neighbouring and potent 
prince, to whom the king of Touran made no fcruple of 
promifing them, on this condition, that they would re- 
duce under his obedience two lords who had revolted, 
and who committed great devaftations throughout all 
Touran. The young princes, confidering the difficulty 
of this tafk, had rccourfe to Gufhtafp, of whofe prowefs 
they had fufficient proofs, and engaged his affillance, 
Gufhtafp, as foon as he had undertaken to ferve them, 
appointed a hunting-match, and invited the two bro- 
thers to be of the party ; he alfo brought to the chace a 
fmall body of rcfolute friends. When they were aflem- 
bled he difcovered to them his projed, which was to go 
immediately to a certain caftle, where he was informed 
the two lords had an interview, and to ftorm it, before 
they could have any intelligence of their expedition. 
This propofal was immediately agreed to, and inftantly 
carried into execution, Gufhtafp was the firft who en- 
place ; and having feized the rebels, put them 
the tt^ds of the two princes, who conduced them 
to ^urt anr^efented them to the king. The Turkifli 
monarch wasNfc much pleafedwith this atchievement, 
that he very readily made good his promife to the princes, 
by giving them his daughters in marriage. A few days 
after he caufed great feafts to be celebrated, and appointed 
public tournaments ; wherein Gufhtafp behaved himfelf 
in fuch a manner, that he carried the glory of the day 
from all who were prefent. The king, who had hitherto 
ihewed him but little countenance,, (poke to him on this 
eccafion very kindlyj and gave him the higheft praifes. 
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Gulhtafp took this opportunity of faying, that, if h^ had 
excelled in combats that were not In earncft, , ke had 
likewife been of fome ufe in quelling the difturbers of the 
public peace. The king eafily comprehended his^ mean- 
ing \ and, having diligently inquired into the truth, made 
Guflitafp henceiorward his favourite. It is to be-, ob- 
ferved, that, after the con quell of Touran by Kaikof- 
rau, though the people were left to live. under their own 
laws, and their own princes, yet they were obliged to 
own the fuperiority of the monar chs of Iran, and to pay 
them a confiderable tribute. Guflitafp perfuaded his fa- 
ther-in-law that this was at once dilhonourable and need- 
lefs ; and therefore advlfed him to throw off the yoke, 
by refufing tribute, and by making preparations for, and 
declaring war againft Lohrafp, in cafe he Ihould difpute 
his independency. ThisTcheme Gulhtafp propofed with 
a view to be revenged of his father, and from an appre- 
henfion, that, if ever he was difeovered, the nobility of 
Touran, in a time of peace, would certainly deliver him 
up. Lohrafp was exceedingly furprifed at the arrival of 
the Turkilh ambaffador in his court. He treated him, 
however, with great civility, and endeavoured to learn 
from him the true fource of thefe extraordinary proceed- 
ings. The ambaffador at firft thought to am ufe him, 
with trivial anfwers ; but, on the king’s preffing him, he 
acknowledged at laff, that a certain llranger, who had 
married his mailer’s daughter, was the true author of all 
this commotion, Lohrafp immediately gueffed it was his 
fon, and difpatched a meffenger to enquire privately whe- 
ther it was fo or not. As foon as he was certain, that 
this new and dangerous enemy was his fon Gufhtafp, he 
took at the fame time a moil llraiige and moll generous 
refolution 5 which was to fpare his people at the expence 
of his crown- He found he was grown old; he 
ambition of his fon was to be fatisfied with y;5cning^Ai^^ 
than the diadem ; and,'as he knew he was b|^^e and.wife,^ 
though unffutiful to him, he determij[>;^J to rclign in 
his favout* He therefore fent his younger fon Zaris, 
wkh the tagi, or enfign of the royal dignity in Perlia, to 
his brother in Turquoftan. Zaris took care to give his 
brother private notic,c of his arrival. Guflitafp went ini- 
snediately to pay him a vifit; and being informed of his 
father’s refoludon, accepted the t^i, . or tiara, and caufed 
hiknfelf to be folemnly ppookimed king of PerCa. Hifi 
father-in-law was at firft prodlgioufliy difturbed, conceiv- 
ing there was fome treafon againft him in thefe g>roceed- 



'• ^he Hiftory of the Perfians. 28 ^ 

ings ; but when he found things were really aS they had 
, been r^refented, he was overjoyed to the higheft degree; 
and the nobility of Touran came in crowds to pay their 
compliments to the new king of Perfia, After thefe cere- 
monies^ Gufhtafp took leave of his father-in-law, and, 
with his wife Karathun, fet out for his own dominions 
with‘a grand retinue, and a confiderable number of ca- 
mels loaded with rjc hes. Lohrafp received his fon with 
all the marks Tend erne fs and joy. Guftitafp retained 

him at court for many years, and did nothing without his 
advice. At laft the good old man withdrew to lead a fo- ^okrajp 
litary life ; to meditate upon the vanities of this world, 
and to contemplate the wifdom and goodnefs of God. * 

In a little time after his retreat, he died, having firft fent lifg, ^ 
for his fon, and given him, in his laft moments, the 
moft falutary counfels in refpeft* to his own glory, and 
the good of his people. This Lohrafp was furnamed Bal- 
ki, i. e. the Balchian, becaufe he refided moftly at Balk, or 
Balch, one of the ancientefl: cities in his dominions" (Y), 

Guflitafp 

M Mirkhond Hift. fedt, xv. 


(Y) It muft be owned, that 
the foregoing account, taken 
from Mirkhond, is by no means 
agreeable to what other Per- 
fian authors have written on 
the fame fubjedt. In two of 
the moft celebrated hiftories of 
this people (i), we find it re- 
corded, that Lohrafp was the 
grandfon of Kaikobad, and 
that he was oppofed by the Per- 
fian nobility, not for his cru- 

f or pride, as Mirkhond 
becaufe his fa- 
i^d himwlf had led their 
\ priva^v whence it 
was beli^’ed he not the 
capacity of reigning it is alfcj 
faid, that he was the firft Per- 
fian monarch who enadted mar- 
tial laws, and obliged his tmops 
to live like the reft of his fub- 
jedls, according to the rules of 
equity and juftice, and not aa 
they had hitherto done, at 


free-quartcr, and in contempt 
of both. He allowed his ge- 
neral officers and governors 
of provinces to give audience 
on a tribunal, raifed one ftory 
from the ground, and railed 
round about, referving only to 
himfelf this diftimftion, that 
he had a carpet or cloth of ftate 
thrown before his foot-ftool. 
We are lifcewife told, that the 
name of the general fent by 
this prince to invade Syria and 
Paleftine, was Raham ; and 
that he was furnamed by the 
Ferfians Bakhtalnaflar, from 
whence the Hebrews framed 
the name of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the Greeks, Nebuchado- 
nofor. We have alfo, on the 
fame authority, the hiftoiy of 
Guftitafp^s flight, marriage^ 
and fucceilion to the throne of 
Perfia; but we arc likewife 
cold, what little agrees with 


(i) Lebtariki Tarik, Montekeb. 

* Mirkhond'i 
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GufliUfp or Kifchtafp, the fbn of Lohrafp, fuccecdcd 
his father with general appiaufe ; he was a prince of pro-* 
digious ftrength ahd aftivity of body, of great 'sjnfdoiii, ' 
and extraordinary abilities or mind- Leaving Balch to hia 
father, he went to refide at the ancient metropolis of the 
kingdom, Iftachr, i. e, cut out of the rock j which he 
adorned with many fine ftruftures, and reigned there in 
pcac^ and glory about thirty years \ at the expiration of 
this term, there appeared in his donairunns a very extra- 
ordinary perfon, who took upon himfelf tlie charaftcr of 
a prophet, and declared that he was fent by God to teach 
fuch as would liften to him the right way ; this perfon 
was the Zoroaftres of the Greeks, and the Zerduflit of 
the Perfians i.but as the hiftory of this celebrated fage is 
of very great confequence, we have found it neceiTary, 
to prevent confufion, to detach it from the reign of Gufli- 
tafp, and to deliver what hath been collected of this won- 
derful man, by authors of all nations, in a regular nar- 
ration. 

The Lift tf ZoroaJlreSy ZoroaJleTy or Zerdujhi ; exiraHtd as 
well from Greek and Latin, as from Oriental Hijlorians* 

The Greeks, who were very inquifitive after the inven- 
tors of fciencc, amongft the nations whom they ftyle bar- 
barians, have written fo confufedly, and fo obfeurely, con- 
cerning Zoroafter, that it is difficult to know how many 
famous men bore that name, at what periods they lived, 
and for what they were eminent. Arnobius is thought to 
have reduced them to four ; but fuch is the misfortune of 
thofe who have written about Zoroafter, that the fenfe of 
this very paffage is difputed, fome affirming, that Arno- 
bius fpeaks of but three Zoroafters ; others afferting that 
he mentions only two. The firft is thought to have been 
a Chaldsean ; Suidas calls him an Aflyrian \ and fays alfo, 
that he was ftruck dead by fire 'from heaven. ^It is jv/ ry 

E robablc that this is the fame Zoroafter fpnken of 
hryfoftom, and faid to have appear^*^n fire./^ The 

Mirkhoncl’a hiftory, thatLoh- king of iPerfia to be put to 
rafp, within a (holt time after death, after he had reigned 
he refigned the throne, was one hundred and twenty years - 
befi^ged in the city of Balch Khondemir, the famous Per- 
by Aijafp, nephew of Aphera- lian hiftorian, differs not only 
fiab, ihe famous Turkilh mo- from Mirkhond, but alfo from 
narch, who after the town fell the writers laft cited, 
into hii hands, caufed the old 


fecond 
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f^cond was a Baflriani and a king, whom Judin, and the 
authors who follow him, make contemporary with Ninus 
the by whom he was vanquilhed in battle and 

llain. He is reputed to have been the inventor of magic ; 
andis^id by* Arnobius to have conteded with Ninus, 
not only with deel and drength, but by magical force, 
and Lite occult fciences of the Chaldseans. The third was 
a Perfian, as Laertius informs us ; Clemens Alexandrinus 
dyles him a Suidas, a Perfo-Mede : but th^ all 

fpeak darkly and ambiguoufly. The fourth was a ram- 
phylian, commonly called Er, or Erus Armenius. Con- 
cerning this Zoroader, Clemens Alexandrinus quotes 
Plato, affirming, that he began a book thus : This wrote 
I Zoroader Armenius, by defcent a Pamphylian, dying in 
war, and being in hades, I learned of the gods.” He is 
reported, by the fame author, tg have rifen again, after 
having been ten days dead, and to have told drange things 
which he had feen in that fpace^. The fifth was a native 
of Proconnefus, mentioned by Pliny Some have ima- 
ginedj not without reafon, that he is the fame with Arif- 
teus the Proconnefian, mentioned by Suidas to have had 
an art of letting his foul go out of his body, and return as 
often as he pleafed^^. The fixth lived at Babylon, at the 
time Pythagoras was carried thither by Cambyfes, as we 
are told by Apuleius. As the Greeks made feveral Zo- 
roaders, fo they placed them in different ages of the 
world : Judin makes him thirteen years older than Sar- 
danapalus ; Eudoxus, cited by Pliny, placed him fix thou- 
fand years before the death of Plato j Plutarch makes him 
flouridi five thoufand years before the war of Troy ® ; fame 
authors, mentioned by Suidas, fix him five hundred years 
before the Trojan war j Apuleius, lamblicus*, Porphyry, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and Agathias place him where he 
ought to be placed, about the time of Cyrus ; and Pliny, 
dfcourfing on this very fubjefl:, fays, that the mod accu- 
writers were of opinion, he lived a little before Xerxes, 
^ut,^wevef‘\Jiey might differ in circumdances, they 
all agrS^ in p^^g him great honours : Plato Arif- 
totle S Plutarch "^^^nd Pjjsphyry ® acknowlcge him to have 
been a perfon of extrafltuinary learning. Pliny tells us, 
that he laughed the farne day he was born ; that his brains 
beat fo hard that they iSftecLup the hand laid upon them % 

w Plato, Polit. lib. x. ^ * Hift, Nat. lib. xxx. cap# 1 . & lib. 

vii. cap. 16. y Sub >*oce Hide & Ofiride. ■ In 

Vita Pythag. b In Alcibiade, c In Libro Dc Maps, ci- 

tante Laert. in Procem, ^ De Ifide & Ofiride. e In Viu 

u 




wMcb 



1^6 


The Hijlory of the Perjians. ^ ' 

which was a pr^fage of his future fagacity ; he adds, what 
is very extraordinary, that he lived in the deferts ^wenty 
years upon cheefc, fo mixed that it did not grow ftale. 
Solinus draws his charafter in few words : He vos, fays 
he, optimarum artium peritiflimus j in the^'beft a/ts moft 
Ikilful.” Apuleius ftyles him, “ Omnis divini arcani an- 
tiftes," the chief dodlor in all divine myfteries ; and adds, 
that he was the preceptor of Pythagoras: Agathius tells 
us, he lived under Hyftafpes; and that was the author 
of magifm among the Perfians, changing their old reli- 
gion and introducing new opinions. Dion Chryfoftom 
fays more of him than any of thefe writers, and from 
better authority, fince what he delivered he had from the 
Perfians themfelves, as we lhall hereafter have occafion to 
fliew. Ctefias, an author univerfally condemned, was, 
in alt probability, mo^e in the right about Zorafter, 
than thofe who have cenfured him, fince we know from 
Arnobius, that he aflirmed him to have lived under the 
reign of Darius Hydafpes, and fpent the firft book of fix, 
M'hich he wTote on Perfian affairs, in delivering his hif- 
tory ^ The fum and conclufion of all we have hitherto 
faitl is this, that, except Ctefias and Dion Chryfoftom, all 
the ancients, who have written concerning Zoroafter, 
knew little about him more than this, chat he was a very 
learned and wife man, and the principal of the magi : 
Eufebius, indeed, fays, that he wrote a book, which, 
from the citations he has given us, fecms to have con- 
tained the chief docTrines of the Perfian religion^. 

The oriental writers are fomewhat better agreed in re- 
lation to this wonderful man, whom they call Zerdufht, 
Zaraduftit, Zaratuftit, and Zard-huftit j for they, gene- 
rally fpeaking, acknowlege that he flourifhed in the reign 
of Gufhtafp. The author of Lebtarlkh, indeed, fays, 
thatfomc old writers confound him with Dohak, or Zohak, 
one of the Pifchdadian princes ; but all the Perfian Hf- 
torians, who are to be fuppofed heft acquainted wi*^ tH=*' 
affairs of their own nation, fpeak of him as the iuthor, 
but as the reformer of the magian reli'^^ion, whuii refor- 
mation, they fay, he effeffed't^ thc'^affiftance of Gufh- 
tafp. With refpeft to his family,- the common opinion of 
the Perfian and Arabic writers isS^ that he either was a 
Jew, or went very early into Judaea, where he received 
his duration under one of the propi^iets, with whom he 
lived as a fervant j and, emulous of Hi’S: glory, fet up for 

f Contra Gentes. s Prxpar. Evangel. 
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prophet afterwards In liisown perfon The Mahomme- 
. dans, are great enemies to Zerdufht, affirm, that he 
qi^itted tThsJervice of the Hebrew prophet, becaufe, hav- 
ing de'ceive^and cheated, the holy man prayed God to 
ftrike hVi wifti a leprofy, which accordingly followed ; 
ThePerfees in India pretend, that Zerduffit was originally 
a Chinefe ; that his father’s name was Efpintaman, and 
his mother’s Doig^ But they are miftaken ; for, as to his 
genealogy, we '5re not at all at a lofs, fince itthus fet down 
in the book of Sad-der : Zaratafht was the fon of Purthafp, 
who was the fon of Piterafp, the fon of Hitcherafp, the 
fon of Thechfhunefch, the fon of Efpintaman : hence 
Zerdufht, being frequently called the fon of Ifpeutamen, 
the Perfces in India miftook him for his immediate parent ; 
whereas, indeed, he was only his remote anceftor. Zer- 
dufht firft took upon him the cltarafter of a prophet in 
the province of Aderbayagjan, which was always the refi- 
dence of the fire-priefts. Khondemir fays, Zerduffit, from 
his great Ikill in aftrology, difcovered that another pro- 
phet was to arife, not inferior to Mofes, whofe voice all 
the world was to obey: he from thence affedled to believe 
that he muft of neceflity be that prophet : upon this con- 
ceit, retiring into a cave, and revolving thefe things in 
his mind, a light fuddenly appeared, being no other than 
an illufion of the devil, who, converfing with him out of 
the midfl: of the fire, Zerduffit no longer doubted that he 
had received the miffion of prophecy, but immediately fet 
about compcfing a book, containing a fyftem of diabolical 
docfriiies, which he called Zend ; having finiffied this 
perfoimance, he made it his bufinefs to go about the 
M^orlcl, teaching this new religion, and eretSing fire-tem- 
ples \ That Zerduffit really retired to a cave, and there 
f:udied and compofi d his Zendevafta, is certainly true ; 

a that in this cave he gave himfelf up to prayer and 
templation, is acknowleged, and may be proved. How 
^WreniaiT)ed in this cave, or how many books he 
^wrote^-’je, isNatvery certain; we are told, indeed, that 
brou^t twelve^Wumes^ Guffitafp, each compofed of 
h.54jundred iTcins of vWtai^ but this aflertipn would be 
\ lefs wondered at, if^e confider that the ancient Per- 
character took up a^reat deal of room ; and Zoroaftcr 
(Si-d not only deliver tljp principles of his religion, but alfo 

Abu Mohammed >fuftapha in Vita Guflitafp. apud Hyde Rel.- 
ver Perfar. p. 317. Megjdi in Zinato I’Magjalis. apudHyde, p. 315, 
* is Herbelot. Biblioth. Oficni. Art. Zerdufeht, 
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Inis own hiftory, and the rudiments of mofl: fclencedfZ}* 
The two reigning herefies, before the birth of Zerduflit^, 
were zabiifm and magifm. The latter was fa^^fefs gjofs 
than the former, and confequently there r^rquire;} more 
care to keep its profeflbrs from going over t6 the /tnppofite 
religion ; for hiftory informs us, and the experience of 
our own times renders its manifeft, that the bulk of man- 
kind embrace more readily fuperftitioijthan truth. Hence 
it came to pafs, that the Zabians gained^round in Perfia, 
and multitudes, cfpecially of the common people, had 
fallen into wrong notions of the Deity^ and into grofa 
errors in their manner of worfhipping him, living alfo 
in the continual fear of the evil fpirit, whom they con- 
ceived to be the enemy of their fpecies, and the con- 
tinual difturber of the world. Zerduftit took pains to 
root out all thefe notions, and to make the people eaficr 
than they had been, by infpiring them with reafonable 
opinions. He taught them that the Supreme Being was 
independent, and felf-exiftent from all eternity ; that light 
and darknefs,. good and evil, were continually mixed, 
and in a continual ftruggle, not through any impotency in 
the Creator, but becaufe fuch was his will, and becaufe this 
difcordancy was for his glory ; that, in the end, there 
would be a general refufre£lion, 'and a day of retribution,, 
wherein fuch as had done well, and lived obedient to 
the law of God, fliould go, with the angel of light, into 
a realm of light, where they fhould enjoy peace and 
pleafure for evermore •, and thofe who had done evily 
fhould fufFer, with the angel of darknefs, everlafting pu- 
niftiment in a land of obfeurity, where no ray of light or 
mercy fhould ever vifit them *, that thenceforward light 
and darknefs fhould be incapable of mixture to all eter- 
nity. He took great pains to perfuade his difciples of all 
the attributes of the Divinity, efpecially of his wifd^^n 
and his juftice*, in confequence of which he affUf-^d 
them, that they had none to fear but themfelves, bc'caif.V 
nothing could render them unworthy of the Divine fa- 
vour, but their vices. Of all virtuesycvie efteex^icd what 
the Greeks called philantbropyV 5 nd <ine apoftles ftyle bro- 
therly love, the greateft ; for thisircafon he exhorted all his 
followers to afts of charity and beneficence ; fometimes 
alluring them by promifes, at other times intimidating 

(Z)Thore tvhoare defirous to Zerdun^, may perufe a curi- 
k now what is delivered by the ousmeinalr, called Shah-nama- 
Perfian hiflorians, concerning naiher, preferyed by Dr. Hyde 
the prophetical charadter of in Vis Rclig. veti^^^far. « 
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them by menaces. The credenda of his religion were 
not numerouSj nor perplexed, though, according to the 
mo^ ofs^e Eaft, he fometimes made ufe of parables. 
Zerrofct caSfully inftrufted thofe who heard him, that 
no mai^ughtato defpair of the mercy of God, or fup- 
pofe tha^t was too late for him to amend. He declared, 
that though we had a faculty of diftingullhing between 
good and evil, yet that man has no conception of the va- 
lue which God^et? on our adlions, nor how far the in- 
tention may fanftify even a trivial aif ; wherefore even 
tlje worft of men may hope for the Divine favour from 
repentance and good works. This truth he exemplified 
by a parable, which is recorded in the book Sad-der, and 
which runs inthefe words; It is reported of Zcrduflit, 
the author of our religion, that one day retiring from 
the prefence of God, he beheld tl^ body of a man plunged 
in gehenna, his right foot only being free and (licking 
without. Zerdulht thereupon cried out, What is this 
that I fee i and wherefore is this man in this condition 
He was anfwered, The man whom you fee in this con^ 
dition, was formerly the prince of thirty-three cities, over 
which he reigned many years, without doing any one 
goodaflion j for befides, oppreffion, injuftice, pride, and 
violence, nothing ever entered his mind ; and though he 
was the fcourge of multitudes, yet, without regarding their 
mifery, he lived at eafe in his palace. One day, how- 
ever, as he was hunting, he beheld a (heep caught by the 
foot in a thicket, and thereby held at fuch a diftance 
from food, that it muft have periflied. This king, moved 
at the fight, alighted from his horfe, releafed the ■ftiecp 
from the thicket, and led it to the pafture. Now for this 
a£l of tendernefs and compalEon, his foot remains out of 
gehenna, though his whole body be plunged, therein for 
he multitude of his fins. Endeavour therefore to do all 
iie good thou canft, without fear or apprehenfion ; for 
jod is benign and merciful, and will reward even the 
goodtjiou doftV' Thefc hints of his dodlrines, 
^ comp\gd with^aj has been already delivei‘ed in fpeak- 
ing of the rcligiofltofthp^ncient Perfians, cannot but be 
fufficient to (hew thej^eral import of Zerdulht^s fcheme 
' of religion. As to eierior rites, he altered the old me- 
thod of burning firyon the tops of mountains, and in 
other places, under^e open air, engaging his followers to 
jcreft pyrea, or fij^temples, throughout all the dominions 

i Sad-dcr, part v. 
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of PeHh, tliat this fymbol of the Divinity might riot, by 
any accident, be liable to be'extinguiflicd, He gave them 
likewifc a liturgy, which they hold to have b^'brought 
to him from heaven ; and therefore refufc tj majtc'any 
alterations, though the language in whirn it i^ written 
is long ago grown obfolete, and .is very littU* under- 
Th magi ftood by the priefts themfclves. The priefts, or as we 
t^fihree ftyie them, the magi, were, according to his inftitiriion, 
or three ranks : the firft confifted of ordinary or pa- 
rochial clergy, as Dr, Prideaux very fignificantly terms 
them. Their duty was to read the noly offices daily in 
the chapels, and at certain ftated and folcmn times, to ac- 
quaint the people with the contents of Zurduffit’s books, 
and to paraphrafe on and explain them. In thefe paro- 
chial chapels there were no fire-altars, but lamps only, 
before which their devo^ons were performed. ITie next 
degree of their clergy had the fuperintendency of thefe 
ordinary priefts, and were to them what biffiops are to 
us. Thefe too had their churches, in which wtre altars, 
whereon fire was continually kept, there being a certaift 
number of the inferior clergy appointed to attend them, 
w’ho, by four at a time, waited conftantly near the altar, 
to fupply it with fuel, and to affift fuch devout perfons as 
Tktarchi- went thither for their advice, and their prayers. Above 
maguj^ or thefe was the archimagus, i, e. the high~prieft^ or, as the 
Hign-prieji. perfians ftyied him, the mubad-mubadan.- Zerduiht him- 
felf affumed this office, and refided in the city of Balch, 
where he governed his magians, and inftrutfted them in 
every branch of learning. As the auftcrity of his own life, 
and his extenfive knowlege, fupported him in the high repu- 
tation he had gained among his contemporaries, he recom- 
mended the fame behaviour, and the fame application to 
ftudy, to his fucceffiors. Thefe injuntfions were, for many 
iiges, purfued by them. They were admitted into th^ 
king^s councils, fat with him in judicature, and had thj: 
education of the heirs of the crown \ infomuch, ^th« 
Pliny tells us, in his time, “ this religiorv was received 
by many nations, and bore fway in tj|je over king 
of kings.’* It remains now, thas. an account of the 

book of laws ftiJl extant amon^jne Perfees, and indu- 
bitably Written by Zerdufht, whether he was a pro- 
phet or impoftor^ for as to the rci^jaining addons of his 
life, and his immature death, they bd»jng to the reign 
of Guflitafo, and ffiaU be accordingly, taken notice of 
therein. ^ 

Zerduftit’s 
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Zcrduftit’s book, containing the inftitutes of his reU- 
glon, is ftyled Zend, or Zendevafta, ufually pronounced 
Zund, Zundavaftaw, which is not a rerfian but an 
excHic wo^L fignifying a tinder-box its author, in compli- 
ance ^th oriental cuftom of giving all important 
treatifeiallegorical names, having pitched upon this to ex- 
prefs -the nature of his book, which was to infpire its 
readers with divine zeal. He likewife caufed it to be in- 
titled the Boo]j^rfi£<-Abraham, intimating that it contained 
the doftrines held by that patriarch. It is written, not in 
the ordinary Perfian character, but in the old Perfic, called 
from thence, among the ordinary Perfees, the Zund cha- 
raftcr. The learned Dr. Thomas Hyde propofed pub- 
liflbing a corredl edition of the Zendavifta, with a Latin 
tranflation; but, meeting with no encouragement to un- 
dertake fo laborious and expenfive a work, the world has 
been deprived of this curiofity It was originally writ- 
ten in twelve hundred fkins, and confifts of tv/enty-one 
parts, or different treatifes, all comprehended under the 
general title of Zend, or Zendevaftaj which is the reafon 
that we have had, in Europe, fo many different accounts 
of this book and its contents. For the fake of the people 
who profefs this religion, and who have, notwithftanding, 
no knowkge at all either of the Zund character, or of 
the language in which that book is writen, a very learned 
prieft has taken the pains to make a compendium of it 
in modern Perfian, which is the book Sad-der, fo often 
quoted by us from the Latin verfion publifhed by Dr. 
Hyde, and annexed to his Impartial Hiftory of the religion 
of the ancient Perfians. Tliis learned critic is of opinion, 
that Zerdufht did not originally intend to make this book 
confift of any more than two parts, viz. the Zend and 
Pazend, refembling the Mifhna and Gemara, in the 
^ewifti Talmud; the firft containing the liturgy, and 
principal doftrines of his religion; the fecond a com- 
^*hentary on them, explaining and {hewing the rationale 
of t^m : but as new adverfaries rofe daily, and other 
occafiMs requhed new treatifes, Zerdufht continued to 
write them, andXto adT^em to his Zendevafla, which 
ftill retained the g?ffw4ititle of the volume- Amongft 
the pieces comprehended under the general title, there is 
one called Zeratufti^ama, i. e. the Hijiory of Zerdufht^ 
which is no other j/an hrs own life written by himfelf. 
This, that it m^jAc more generally known, * has been 
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rendered into the common Perfian by the priefts who 
publiflied the book Sad-der*. Dr. Prideauxi fpeaking of 
this book, acknowleges, that the rules and exfctfrtation^ 
to moral living arc written very preflingly, jrfd w^/Tuf- 
ficient exaftnefs, excepting only in one particular/ which 
is that of inceft \ for this, he fays, is wholly taW^n away 
by Zerdufht, who teaches, that nothing of this nature is 
unlawful ; but that a man may not only marry his filler, 
or his daughter, but his mother. Th"&'nCh»£lor juftly ob- 
ferves, that this is fuch ail abomination, that though all 
things elfe were right in that book, this alone were fuffir 
cient to pollute it. But, in fupport of this charge, he 
does not quote either the book itfelf, or its compendium, 
the book Sad-der, or any other treatife written by an 
avowed Perfee, but the authorities of Diogenes Laertius, 
Strabo, Philo Judaeus, Tfrtullian, and Clemens Alexan- 
drinus It is but reafonable, that we fhould fufpend our 
belief, till we have a decilive account of this matter, efpe- 
cially if we confidcr, that in other refpedls thofe authors 
are frequently miftaken. it may indeed be urged, that 
inceft was commonly praftifed by the Perfian kings (if 
we give entire credit to the Greek biftorians) ; but, ad^ 
mitting this to be fo, it is no direft proof that Zerdulht 
allowed it, any more than the contrary praftice of the 
Perfees at this day is a demonftration, that he did not al- 
low it. As to the reft of the contents of this book, we 
fhall not infill farther on them here, becaufe it would 
lead us into too long a digreflion from the thread of our 
hiftory. 

We will conclude our account of this extraordinary 
perfon with obferving, that he is faid to have predi£led the 
coming of the Mefliah ; and this not in dark and obfeure 
terms, fuch as might have been applied to any other per- 
fon, but in plain and exprefs words, and fuch as could not/- 
be miftaken. On the whole, we may be permitted to fa^fc 
that on a view of what different authors have deliyrea^ 
concerning Zerdulht, and his writings, he ftands faiw en- 
titled to the charadler we have given l^i of an ^craor- 
dinary perfon ; efpecially wherfv^ve re^dl, that his mi- 
niltry was of no long continuanc^ according to the moft 
authentic accounts, not above five wars ; that is, from the 
time of his prefenting himfelf to GVOitafp, to his being 
llaln at the fack of Balch. But it now time for us to 

1 Hift, Relig. vet. Perfar. cap. 15, 46. ^\Conne£lioiv of the 

Hiftory of the Old aud New Tcftament, part. i. bookiv. p, 113. 
& fpQQ. " 
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return to the hlftory of Gufhtafp, and of the remarkable 
^ events which happened during his reign. 

oldS^jImolities between the inhabitants of Touran 
and Iran broke out into a frefh war, while Gufhtafp fat 
on the mrone of his anceftors. It is not eafy to fay, whe- 
ther this monarch or Argjafp, who then reigned in Tou- 
ran, was the aggreffor. Mirkhond inclines to the former 
opinion, and this a religious war, undertaken to re- 

duce Argjafp and his fubjefts to the faith of Zerdufht. 
Be that as it will, Gufhtafp having aflembled the whole 
forces of his empire, marched into Touran ; and meet- 
ing Argjafp in battle, vanquiilied him, flew his fon in the 
field, and, before the Turkifh monarch could aflemble a 
new army, polfefled himfelf of his capital, and gave the 
plunder of it to his foldiers. ^fter which atchievement, 
returning triumphantly into Perfia, he on fome jealoufies 
or fufpicion, imprifoned his fon Ifphendiyar in a ftrong 
caftle, feated on the top of a high mountain, called 
Ghird-Kouch, i. e. the Round Mount ; but he had foon 
reafon to repent of the ill ufage with which he had treat- 
ed that prince 5 for Argjafp, irritated by the treatment 
he had met with, raifed all the forces of Touran, and 
making a fudden inroad into the province of Choraflan, 
facked the city of Balch, where he killed Lohrafp, the fa- 
ther of Gufhtafp, in his cloifter, and flaughtered Zerdufht, 
with all his priefts attending there on the chief fire-temple, 
which he likewife deftroyed, committing all the out- 
rages that a mind, flung with the remembrance of what 
the Perfian king had done in his own country could fug- 
geft". Elated with this conqueft, he advanced fo expedi- 
tioufly into the dominions of Iran, that Gufhtafp did not 
think fit to meet him in battle j but chofe rather to con- 
^fider, how an army might be aflembled able to attack 
^at of Argjafp on his return. His confellors advifed 
Tiink to fet his fon Ifphendiyar at liberty, and to entrufl 
himVith the management of the war. Neceflity com- 
pelledXim to t.ike their advice ; and he accordingly fent 
his brother Gjanfi ^ to^ phendiyar, not only to releafe 
him, but alfo to aUuiy him, that his father would refign 
to him the throne fx cafe he fhould prove viftorious. 
As foon as Ifphendi^r arrived at the army, the Perfians 
took courage, any numbers reforted to his ftandard, 
though they ha^meclincd following his father. The 
young prince (^ifed not to make ufc of thefc advantages ; 
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and, falling fuddeiily on Argjafp, defeated entirely all 
his numerous army, obliging him to retire out of Perfia, 
with great precipitation. After this glorious^ vifton^ 
Gufhtafp received his fon with -all imagina];ie myk/oi 
kindnefs and efteem. However he declined puttijig him 
in pofleflion of the crown ; and, in order to amv^ife him, 
ol>ferved,^hat it would be unbecoming fo brave a prince 
to pur his father’s crown upon his head, while his fif- 
ters, who were taken prifoners at ther-^tr^ of Dalch, re- 
mained ftill in captivity. Ifphendiyar, piqued at this 
cvafion of his father, which fhewed, that he did not 
think, that the prince had thoroughly humbled his ene- 
mies, immediately determined to undertake a new expe- 
dition, that his father might have no excufe left for the 
non-performance of his promife. With this view he fe- 
lefted out of his army twelve thoufand foot, and as many 
horfe, with whom he advanced towards tl-ke frontiers of 
Touran, accompanied by his brother Baihuten, who wafi 
cider than himfelf. Having received intelligence, that 
Argjafp was retired to one of the ftrongeft places of his 
dominions, to which there were three different roads ; 
the one plain and eafy, lit for the caravans, but fo round 
about, that it required no lefs than fix months time to 
reach the place •, the fecond pretty difficult, but fo direiSk, 
that, by it, a man might reach the court Touran in a 
month ; and the third, which was hardly p affable, through 
woods and moraffes, and over high mountains covered 
with fnow; Ifphendiyar havirtg directed his brother to 
advance expeditioufly through the fecond of the-fe roads, 
he, with fome refolute friends, threw himfelf into the 
third. They were all habited like merchants, and carried 
with them jewels, and other curiofities of great value. 
The Inftrudfions he gave his brother were thefe ; that 
when he drew near the refidenp of Argjafp, he Ihould 
poll his army with all the filencc imaginable in the neiglv 
bourhood of certain meadows, which lay near the vty; 
and that, as foon as he Ihould jjerceive a great n^nber 
of fires lighted in that meadow, he fliould advar)^ with 
his horfe to execute the orders,^hiclj^e fliould receive. 
Ifphendiyar, and his retinue, the beft of their 

way, reached in feven days the cojurt of Iburan. ' The 
prince being introduced to Argjafp\vas a merchant, who 
fled from the feverity of Ifphendiyar, and was defirous of 
felling his goods in the dominions of Touran, the king 
received him, and his companrana, wjhv all imagimble 
courtefy, and accepted very kindly the magi^^^cent prefent 

which 
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iRrhlch the prince thought fil to offer. This lucky 
ning was followed by a train of fuccefs anfwerable to If- 
'SjAendiy^’s wilhes •, for, in a (hort time, be wrought 
hutrf^lf iih^ the higheft degree of confidence with the 
king and hi3» principal courtiers. When, therefore, he 
was apjkrifed, that his brother with his forces was arrived 
at the ^ace appointed, he invited the king and court to 
a grand collation in the meadows adjoining to the town. 

Thither they oarfrtf in the evening; and, great fires being 
lighted for drefling the provifions, thefc ferred as fignals 
Jo Baftiuten, who, at the head of his horfe, fuddcnly 
charged the Turks, and made himfelf maftcr of the city. 
Ifphendiyar, and thofe who were about him, difpatched, Ifphendt^ 
without dehy, the moft confiderable of the nobility, the 
prince killing with his own hand Argjafp king of Tou- 
ran. Then putting his filters, whom he had releafed out 
of captivity, into the hands of nis and their brother Ba* 
ftiuten, he advifed him to retire, with part of his forces, 
into Pcrfia, while he with the reft, marched againft fc- 
vcral Indian princes, in order to force them and their 
futgefls to abandon idolatry, and receive the religion of 
Zerdulht i in which expedition, Ifphendiyar had pro- 
digious fuccefs, and leturned afterwards to Pcrfia, crown- 
ed with laurels. When he arrived at Iftachr, he expefted 
that his father would, without delay, perform the pro- 
mife he had fo folcmnly made, and fo often repeated, of 
refigning to him his dominions ; but the politic Gulhtafp 
intended nothing Icfs. He received his fon as before 
with all the tokens of amity and tendernefs ; but, inftead 
of putting the crown upon his head, he eptertained him 
with a ftudied difeoarfe on his great abilities, and the 
laudable obedience he had hitherto paid to all his com- 


mands. After this, the crafty old prince complained that 

t ere was ftill one enemy left to be fubdued, even in the 
art of his dominions, namely, Raftan ; who having 
'T^orti jied himfelf in the provincca committed to bis charge, 
abfolS^tcly refufed to cTbcy the king's commands, or to re- 
ceive religior.of Zcrduftit. Gulhtafp infinuated that 

it was neceflary fc^;Jlph<^iyar to reduce this nobleman, 
before he affumed «^eJ^^adem, fince otherwife he would 
receive from his fatl^ but half a kingdom. The ge- 
nerous Ifphendiyar iiymediately fet out for Sigjiftan, car- 
rying with him his ife Br^amun. On their arrival there, 
Ruftan met him, j^d conferred with him at firft with 
great civility refpeft ; but when the prince infifted 
on his yiel4^i«g^obedidftoe %o hift fkthex's commands, and 
• ^ profelEng 
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profeffing immediately the faith of Zerduflit, Raftan 
grew angry, and from recrimination they quickly came to 
blows. As they were both men of great ftfetjgth aqji 
agility of body, as well as of high fpirit, and uncon/^^fer- 
able valour, the combat was long and doubtful. At laft 
IJ^henit- it inclined to Ifphendiyar but Ruftan, colleftinp^all his 
ftrengtb into one blow, gave the prince fo deep a wftund, 
fy Rujtan. having only time to recom- 

mend his fon to Ruftan, and to defire trwf'brother Bafhu- 
ten to take care of his body. Both his requefts were ex- 
aftly complied with ; Baftiuten carried back his body into 
Perfia, where it received the highcft funeral honours; 
and Ruftan carefully fent home his fon. Guftitafp was 
inconfolable for) the death of fo deferving a prince ; his 
grief, however, was forced to give way to the neceffity of 
the ftate ; for the new kjng of Touran no fooncr heard 
what had happened in Perfia, than raifing a great army, 
he invaded that kingdom, and wafted it with fire and 
fword. Guflitafp having collefted as great an army, as 
the time would permit, marched with all poflible dili- 
gence to oppofe him ; and, after having encountered, and 
entirely routed his forces, conftrained him to retire into 
his own dominions. The public peace being now re- 
ftored, Guftitafp, in order to fliew the refpe£t he had for 
Cu/btafp his fon’s memory, refigned the crown to Bahaman, the 
rejigns the fon of Ifphendiyar j and, according to the example fethim 
to father, retired from the world to a magnificent 

a aman. he had erefted not far from Schiras, a 

palace of fuch fuperb architefture, that in after-times, as 
Mirkhond tells us, it was attributed to Solomon, the fon 
of David, to exprefs its excellence In all probability 
it ftood in the neighbourhood of that mountain, which, 
lying behind the famous palace '"of Perfepolis, is held to 
be the fepulchre of the ancient Perfian kings. We hav#* 
feen, from various inftances, that it was a common thing 
among the Perfian monarchs to quit their thrones, when 
they found their health and fpirits decay, and to ^pend 
the laft years of their life in contemplation. If Ve ad- 
mit, that Guftitafp was the Hy^ft^pes^ the Greeks, then 
we may apply what Ammianus^^Urcellinus fays of the 
latter to this retreat: “ Hyftafj^s, fays this niftorian, 
was a moft wife perfon who bWdly penetrating into 
the inner parts of Upper India*, caitje to a woody defert, 
whofe calm filence was poflefled by high geniufes 

• Mirkhond Hjft.,feil. xvi, ^ 
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the Brahmans. From thefe he learned the true fyftem of 
the heavenly bodies, and their motions, and the true rites 
Vf^pure religion, with which knowlege he returned into 
Perils, anch^anght it to the magi, amongft whom it has, 
by tradition-, been preferved even to this time p.” But, 
perhaps^ admitting Gufhtafp andHyftafpes to be one and 
the fame perfon, we ought to refer this expedition to his ju- 
nior years, when he fled from his father into Touran, 
from whence his' journey into India was not difficult. 

There are fome Perfian writers, however, who give a 
very different account of this matter. Thefe fay, that 
not Gufhtafp, but his fon Bafhuten addifted himfelf to 
divine meditations ; and that this Bafhuten in conformity 
to the prophet’s promife, was tranfported to the mountain 
Dunbavand or Damavand, with thirty of his guards, 
where they yet live in the moft fluiet and happy manner ; 
the approach of all living creatures to their facred re-^ 
treat being prevented by thick fleams of fal ammoniac 
iffuing from all fides of the mountain Our famous 
traveller Sir Thomas Herbert afeended this mountain, 
and paffed diredlly over it without meeting with any fuch 
fleams. He acknowleges, however, that there are vafl 
quantities of fulphur thereon ; and that, in the night, 
fome luminous vapours are feen thereabouts, which he 
thinks proceed from fulphur ^ But the learned Dr. 

Hyde is for the old opinion, and for attributing them to 
fal ammoniac ; but confeffes not only that the hiftory of 
Bafhuten is fabulous, but that fome ftories of the fame 
fort, related of Gufhtafp, are likewife unworthy of belief. 

We may, with tolerable certainty, affirm, that the reign 
of Gufhtafp was the reign of learning in Perfia. In his Cjamafp a 
time flourifhed a celebrated aflrologer, whofe name was celebrand 
Gjamafp, furnamed, according to the oriental cuftom, 

^1 Hakim, i. e. the wifey or the fage. That fuch a perfon 
there was, and that he flourifhed about this time, is pretty 
^clear; but who he was, is very far from being certain. 
Som^have made him the fon of Daniel the prophet ® ; 
other^ay he was the counfellor of king Gufhtafp ; but 
vthe greater numb^ 3 ^ an^J^hofe too of the moft credible 
writers, affirm, that was the brother of that prince, 
and not only fo,' hut^is confident and chief minifter^ 

The fcience for whi^h he was particularly famous, was 

P Ammian. Marc^. Hilt. lib. xxiii. s Hyde Hift. Rc- 

lig. vet. Perfar. eajr 13. p. 306L ^ Herbert’s Travels, p. iia, 

■ Chalil. Suphi Hyde Relig. vet. Perfar. p. 385. ' Mirk- 
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aArology, and from his ikill therein, he is faid to have 
predi£^ the coming of the MefEah. 

BaJiMman, Bahaman die fon of Ifphendiyir, fucceedcd his grande' 
father Guihtaip, in all the mighty empire he,. had aetfuir- 
ed. Before we enter upon the reign of thio prince, it is 
BeceiTary that we fhould fettle his name. Mirkhcyind calls 
hiip Bahaman \ and fays, that he had two furnames, one 
Why fur- Pirazdeil, i. e. Long^handy becaufe his right hand was 
named D'i longer than his left : and the other, Ardlhir, which he 
raxdefi* acquired on this account j when his mother Was big with 
this fon, there came a great aftrologer to the court of 
Gufhtafp his grandfather ^ and addrefling himfelf to If- 
phendiyar, prefented him with a fmall ba&et, which, he 
told him, was for the ufe of the fon that ihould be born 
to him \ upon opening it, there was found a veflel full of 
milk, and a little flour the perfon who brought it, al- 
Icging, by way of excufe, that his circumftances did not 
allow him to bring any thing better. Ifphendiyar and his 
wife were fo much fatisficd with the prefent, that they 
took from thence the name of their fon, ard, fignifying 
fiouTy and ftiir, milky in their ancient language : hence it 
came to pafs, that this prince was better known by his 
fiirname than by his proper name, being generally called 
in the oriental hiftories, Ardfhir Dirazdeft ; and by the 
Uii e&a^ Greek hiftorians, Artaxerxes Longlmanus. He is repre- 
raklert fcnted by Mirkhond as one of the wifeft and beft princes 
that ever fwayed a fceptre : he was fo folicitous for the 
impartial diftribution of juftice to all his fubjedls, that he 
fcnt fome favourites of his own privately into the courts of 
all his governors, that they might bring him exadi infor- 
mation of their behaviour : and when the time of their 
governments was expired, he fent for them into his pre- 
fence, and 'Cither rewarded and commended their virtues, 
or elfe punilbed what they had done amifs, according to^^ 
the nature of the offence. In a year after his acceflTion to ^ 
the throne, he fummoned the ftates of his kingdom, which 
he add^efled in terms full of tendernefs and love : h^told 
them, that he had alTumed the regal digpity, not gra- 
tify his own ambition, but to do^lgoo4>^ them j he there- 
fore intteated them, if they knew ^ny wrong fteps he had 
taken, or any vices that he had, whfch were detrimental 
to the public, that they would freely ^anfure and reprove 
them s nay,^ if they held him utterly unworthy of the 
empire, ht exhorted them to depofe pirn i for he f;aid, 
tl^it kings ought to be jpublic bleflxnM tb^t fuch as 
were not fo, ought not to have Tnb^tes, after 

having 
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having highly commended the king’s zeal, and receiv- 
ed from him whatever they defired, feparated, and going 
^i«to their refpeflive provinces, carried with them the 
high^d fentiments of duty and refpe£f for fo deferring a 
prince. Ardfhih, or Bahaman, took care to repair all the 
cities, fli'e-temples, and public edifices, which during Ac 
wars in Iran, had either been beaten down, or, through 
the injuries of time, had fallen to decay. Thefe works 
being finifhed, and his empire every where in a flourifhing 
condition, he thought it a proper time to revenge the 
death of his father, and to reunite the provinces of Slg- 
jiftan and Cabul to his dominions. To this end he raifed a 
confiderable army, and marched into the territories of 
Ruitan : whither he was no fooner come, than he was in- 
formed, that this great warrior was dead ; but, that his 
fon Feramorz had taken pofleflicvi of his government, and 
was marching to oppofe him with a great army. The 
king of Perfia being defirous that the war fhould have a 
fpeedy determination, did not decline a battle, in which 
he had all the fuccefs he could defire, the enemy being 
entirely defeated, and Feramorz killed upon the fpot. He 
took likewife Zal-zer, the father of Ruflan, prifoner, and 
returned triumphantly into Perfia, after having obliged 
the inhabitants of thofe provinces to acknowlege him for 
their lawful lord. Mirkhond gives a very extraordinary 
account of the death of Ruftan, which happened a little 
before this war commenced : this nobleman had, accord- 
ing to this hiftorian, a brother, whofe name was Chajal, 
whom he fent to colleft his revenues in Kabul, where it 
happened that Chajal fell defperately In love with the go- 
vernor’s daughter, who was a woman of moft accomplifli- 
ed beauty, and of the rareft qualifications. The governor, 
obferving how much the young man was fmitten, made 
"^im promife to do for him whatever he defired, provided 
might have his daughter. Chajal having given this 
promife, the governor propofed to him the delivering his 
broths;: into his hands, that he might fecure to himfelf 
the ablNute poirefTion of his own territories, by putting 
him to death ; to pi’opofal Chajal, for the fake of 

his miftrefs, aflented. ^n his return home, difcourCng 
with his brother, he informed him, that the governor of 
Kabul, whom he truflitd fo much, was indeed a very ty- 
rant, and grievoully ^opprefled the people under his jurifc 
didlion. Rullaiy highly incenfed at this information, 
threatened to pirfthat governor to death, and to extirpate 
hi§ family ; tcfwhich end he alTembled all his forces ; but 

hU 


Defeat sand 

kills Tera^ 

morz the 
fon of Rufm 
tau. 


Account of 
the death of 
Kuftan^ 



ITht Miftory of th^ PsrfioHS* h 

his'brother, laying hold of the predominant quality 
nity* which was always prevalent in Ruflan’s tenmer, ^pcr- 
fu^ded him, that his prefence alone was fufficient Jo 
frighten the governor of Kabul into fubmiHion ; where- 
upon he fet out, attended only by a friend, and his 
treacherous brother. As foon as they arrived in tlve neigh- 
bourhood of Kabul, the governor, with a very few^Of his 
attendants, came, and made his fubmillion ; and, haying 
xnoft humbly befought Ruftan's pardon, which Ruftan 
readily gave him, the governor intreated him to reft that 
night in his houfe, which was at a fmall diftance. When 
they came near its gates, Chajal rode on his brother's 
right, and the governor on his left; when, on a fudden, 
the ground gave way, and Ruftan and his horfe fell into 
a. deep pit ^hich had been prepared for him, and fo art- 
fully covered with earth and leaves, that he did not per- 
ceive it. Ruftan being apprifed of their treachery, in- 
treated one of the governor’s attendants to give him a bow 
and arrows, that he might not be devoured alive by wild 
beafts- The man, touched with his misfortunes, put 
thern immediately into his hands ; whereupon, Ruftan, 
drawing the bow with all his ftrength, let fly two arrows 
with fuch dexterity, that he ftruclk the treacherous go- 
Ternor, and bis per.fidipus.jbrotheiv each to his heart ; he 
himfelf dying’ a little after of the wounds he received in his 
fall. Such, if we give an implicit belief to the Perfian 
hiftorians, was the end of this mighty warrior, the glory 
and fupport of his country, and its kings (A). After the 
redu£iion of the provinces formerly held by the hero we 
have juft now mentioned, Bahaman, or Ardfhir, extended 
his empire on all fides. Some hiftorians fay, that Kirefli, 
i. e. Cyrus, was his governor in Babylon ; but this is a 
palpable miftake, grounded on a real faft, viz. the great 
kindnefs which jhis prince exprefled for the Jews : fome 
have reported that his mother was of that nation ; how- 
ever it w^ we may be aflured, that he had a very great 

(A) Apheraflab king of then the fame difficulty recurs 
Touran muft have lived fe- to Rufl^n. His father Zal- 
veral hundred years, if this zefvJiF^a to be carried away 
hiftory be true ; or clfe, for a prifSyicrby Bahaman, of whofe 
long ieriesof years, the princes reign wc are nowfpeaking ; he 
of that country were ftyled A- muft tWn have been near feven 
pheraflab, as the kings of E- hundred y^ra old, and Ruflan, 
gypt were called rharaoh, whowas lately dead, muft have 
and the kings of the Philiftines been greati;^ upwards of fix 
were entitled Abiindech. But hundieo. 
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regard for the chofen people, and did them great kind- 
nefles. This prince had a fon, whofe name was Saflan, 

^ jnan much addifted to learning, and efpecialljr to aftro- 
logy ; whence it came to pafs, that either through his 
own modefty,the pretended not to the empire, or was 
precluded thcrefcom by his father, on account of his ftu- 
dious Hfe, which that aftive prince thought incompatible 
with the duties of a fovereign : however it w^as, hif- 
torians are agreed that he did not fucceed, nor did pretend 
to the fucceffion on the demife of his father s but content- 
edly led a private life, though his defeendents afterwards 
recovered the kingdom, as will be (hewn in the next pe- 
riod of our Perfian hiftory, from oriental hiftorians. After 
a long and glorious reign, wherein he fo far extended his 
dominions, that fome will have his fumame of Dirazdeft 
derived from thence, Baharhan pr Ardfliir died, and left Bahaman 
his empire to his wife Homai ; whom fome writers alfo dies and 
affirm to have been his daughter, and who at the time of 
his deceafe was big with child. The favourite faying 
of this prince was, That the gate of a king ought never 
to be (hut."' 

Homai, or Khamani, about five months after her ac- 
ceffion to the throne, brought forth a fon of wonderful 
beauty. According to the cuftom of thofe times, the 
aftrologers were confulted as to the fortune of this young 
prince. They, it feems, were unanimoufly of opinion, PrediQions 
that his fate would by no means correfpond with his face; 
but, on the contrary, that he would bring great misfor- 
tunes (th his country as well as himfelfj for which rcafon yc,,, 
they advifed, that he ffiould be immediately deftroyed. 

The tendeniefs of a mother would not permit Homai to 
follow their counfels ; and yet her love for her country 
extended ib far, that (he determined, at any rate, to pre- 
sent hisbringing on it thofe mifehiefs the aftrologers had 
threatened. With this view (he caufed a little wooden Is expofid 
^rk or cheft to be made, and, having put the child into 
it, covered him with precious (tones, and then fuflFered 
the veffii to fail down the Gihon or Oxus, The floating up 

cradle came at laft within the view of a poor man, who bj 
was by trade a dyer. Ho, ftruck with the novelty of the 
fight, took pains to draw the cheft on (hore ; and was 
much furprifed on finding therein a child with things 
of fuch value, not doubting but it was the defeendent of 
fome great family. He carried it, with the precious ftones, 
to his wife *, who concurring with him in opinion, that it 
was the fon of fome perfon of diftinSion, bred it up with 
VoL. IV* X as 
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as much tendernefs and care, as if it had been her 
the dyer giving him the name of Darab, from the veflel 
in whichy and the element wherein he was found, daf,/^' 
fignlfying a wooden vejfel^ and ab, water. When this 
child was grown up to proper age to be.- taught fome 
trade, the dyer would willingly have taught him his 
own but the child {hewed a vifible reluftance thereto^ 
and appeared to have a ftrong genius for war* The good 
old man, far from checking his inclinations, {trained his 
abilities to the utmolt, to furni{h young Darab with an 
equipage necelTary to his ferving in the army, which was 
Serves, and then raifed for the reduction of Roumeftan. This war 
diftini’mjbes q{ no very long continuance ; but Darab performed 
himfdfin extraordinary feats of arms, that his praifes were 

echoed by the whole army, for, though the flower of 
the Per flan army had feryed, yet none had attained to fo 
high a reputation as this unknown youth. At their re- 
turn, therefore, from the war, the commander in chief 
made fuch a favourable report of him to the queen his 
miftrefs, that {lie was curious to fee his perfon. Darab 
was therefore introduced into the royal prefence, where, 
after fome difeourfe about the war, and the great exploits 
he had performed, the queen demanded of him what was 
his name, and who were his father and mother. He an- 
fwered, as to the firft, that his name was Darab, but that 
as to his parents he was not able to fay any thing *, that 
perfons he lived with, and whom he acknowleged for his 
father and mother, were a dyer and his wife j that the 
man had taken him out of the water, where he floated in 
a little chert, and that, from thence, they had given him 
the name of Darab. The queen having confidered, and 
enquired into his ftory, owned him for her fon, and de- 
anddeclares clared him her fuccelTor, with the general approbation of 
himherfuc^ people *. This princefs, all the oriental writers, 

fpeak of her, agree, had a prodigious capacity, and w^s 
wonderfully careful in ordering all things for the good of 
her people. Above all things, Ihe ftudied the adorning 
the glorious capital of her dominions, Iftachr : to this end 
{lie erefled a noble palace therein, ,tlie ruins of which are 
Hotkai faid glorious even to this day, and are the fame which the Per- 
^hudnhe rtans call Chllminar, the palace of Perfepolis, We will 
pllace [f take upon us to affirm that thefe authors are in the 
Perfepolis. right j but we may fafely fay, that, in all human proba- 
bility, this palace was built about -this time^ and the rea- 
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foh which the eaftern writers aflign for queen Homal’s 
choofing to ereft it here, is neither abfurd nor incredi- 
ble ; they allege, that Guflitafp having ereded feveral, 
pyrea, or fire-temples, and cut for himfelf, and for his 
fucceflbrs, fuperb tombs in the rock which lies behind 
this palace, Homai was tempted to build a royal houfe in 
their neighbourhood, that all thefe marks of Perfian mag- 
nificence might appear together, and fet off each other: 
to her alfo are attributed feveral other monuments of 
royal munificence, and a deep defire of fame, fuch as a 
multitude of pyramids, fmaller, but not unlike thofe in 
Egypt, fcattered throughout all Perfia, and every where 
demoliftiedby the foldiers of Alexander the Great. This 
princefs is likewife faid to have built a city called Semrim, 
or Semirah : whence a famous Perfian author hath been 
led to think, that the Homai of jhePerfians, was the Se- 
miramis of the Greeks; but in this idea, perhaps there is 
more criticifm than folidity The author, of another 
Perfian Chronicle is fo far from thinking her either the 
Semiramis of the Greeks, or fo famous a queen of Perfia 
as other authors make her, that he has totally omitted her 
name in his hiftory of the Perfian monarchs of the dynafty 
of the Kainites^. Mirkhond, however, nflures us, that 
fhe reigned thirty-two years, and then refigned the crown 
to her fon Darab ** 

All hiUorians agree, that Darab afcended the throne as 
the fon of Bahaman, or Ardfhir; and that he gave the 
highefl proofs of his royal defcent, by his wife and gentle 
adminiftration. His valour had been fufficiently dif- 
tinguiflied before he afcended the throne: he fufFered it 
not to ruft after he aflumed the royal dignity; for at the 
fame time he loved juftice, and took care to have it ex- 
adlly adminiftcred throughout all his wide dominions, he 
^was likewife a munificent patron of arts and fc*enccs, 
eafy of addrefs, eloquent in fpcech, and one of the moft 
'^humane princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. On fome 
account or other he found it ncceflary to turn his arms 
on Filikous, that is Philip king of Macedon, at firft by 
his captains, and at laft in perfon, with fuch fuccefs, 
that Philip, being driven to extremities, was obliged to 
accept fuch terms as Darab thought fit to impofe : and 
they were thefe ; that the king of Macedon fhould pay 
yearly the fum of forty thoufand pieces of gold, by way 
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bf tribute; and fliould give hh daughter, one of the 
haiidfomeft princefles in Greece, to Darab for a wife : 
an article which was literally performed. The very firlt 
night that Darab paiTed with his new fpoufe, he found her 
breath fo ofFenfive, that he refolved to fend her back to 
her father, though fome writers fay, Ihe was with child. 
After the Macedonian war, Darab applied himfelf wholly 
to the arts of peace, and to the fettling fuch things as were 
ftill in diforder, and inventing new methods for giving 
eafe and fatisfatSlion to his fubjefts^ Among other wife 
and glorious afts of this good king, the appointing ports 
throughout all Perfia is particularly recorded. This 
fchenic he executed with fuch Ikill, that he had news 
brought him from every corner of his empire, by couriers 
fetting out regularly twice a day. He was the founder of 
a pleafant and beautiful city in Proper Perfia, on which 
he beftowed his name, calling it Darab-gerd, i. e. Mount 
Darab;, in the middle of which rofe a hill in the fhnpe 
of a tent, or pavilion ; and without its walls was a circle 
of hills, producing fait of various colours, tranfported 
from thence into all the provinces of Pcrfia. He likewife 
erefted another city, called Khourcb : and after a reign of 
four years, according to Mirkhond*; of fourteen, fays 
another writer * ; at the end of twelve, fays a third ^ ; he 
died univerfally lamented, and left the crown to hrs fon. 

Darab the Second, or the Younger, furnamled Darab 
ICuchek, came very young to the crown, and what was 
much worfc, came to it without any of the qualities of a 
prince. He was haughty, brutal, perfidious, and cruel; vices 
which rendered him in a Ihort time hateful to his people, 
and obnoxious to his neighbours. The Perfians, unufed 
to fuch tyranny, entered into private negotiations with, 
Afcander, the fon of Filikous, that is Alexander the Great, 
the fon of Philip, whom many of the Perfian writers bq^ 
lieve to have been the fon of Darab the firft, by the 
daughter of Filikous, whom he fent back becaufe of het 
ofFenfive breath ; and perfuaded him to enter Perfia with 
an army, promifing to join him as foon as he arrived with 
a force fufficient to proteft them, and to put him. in pof- 
feflion of an empire, of which they held Darab to be un^ 
vt^'orthy. As a pretence for making war, they advifed Alfc- 
under to refufe payment of the tribute which his father 
had agreed to fend annually into Perfia ; and with thefe 
fiiggeftions the king of Macedon readily concurred. Da- 
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ra*b, finding that Afcander did not fend his tribute as 
ufual, fent an ambaflador to demand it; to whom the 
Macedonian anfwered, that thofe who paid tribute in his 
country were dead. But others fay, that the pieces of 
gold, in whioh the tribute was payable, being called by a 
name, which fignified at once a ptice of corn and an 
Afcailder anfwered Darab's ambaflador in derifion, when 
he demanded a confiderable fum of gold for the tribute in 
arrear, that the bird which laid thofe eggs wa^ flown into 
another world, alluding to his father's death, who had 
tiurdened his fubjedl^ with this tribute. This anfwer 
greatly provoked Darab, who, to fhew at once his rcfent- 
ment and contempt of fo weak an enemy, fent a fecond 
meflenger, with a prefcnt more expreflive of his mailer's 
fentiments than any fpeech or letter could have been. 
This prefent was a little calket. containing a dibble, or 
planting ftick, a bag full of fmall (tones, and another full 
of fmall coin ; the firft to intimate that he was young and 
inconfiderate, and that he had better employ himfelf in his 
gardens, than in matters of (late ; the fecond, (hewing the 
power and firength of the Perfian nation 5 and the third 
their riches, the whole implying, that it was a ra(h im- 
prudent thing for fuch a petty prince as him to oppofc fo 
great and powerful a monarch. However this ambaflador, 
with his prefent, found Afcander on the point of taking 
the field; and had therefore no opportunity of carrying 
back to his mailer any anfwer. The troops of the king 
of Macedon were not very nitmerous; but they were all 
chofen men, fuch as were valiant in their perfons, and at 
the fame time inured to harddiips. On his entering 
Afia he met with little oppofition, partly through the 
hatred which the people had conceived againlt Darab, 
and partly through the generofity of Afeander's beha- 
viour, who treated them not as enemies, but as fubjefts. 
When he arrived in Armenia, he received a letter from 
Darab, wherein that monarch pretended great concern 
for his welfare, advifed him not to hazard a battle, but 
rather to confent to a peace while it was yet in his power; 
adding fome menaces at the clofe- Afcander returned 
him for anfwer, that •empires were bellowed by God 
alone, who changed them as he thought proper. He 
continued his march until he entered the province of 
Aderbayagjan, where he defeated one of Darab’s cap- 
tains, who endeavoured to oppofe his palTage, and having 
gained this viftory, he advanced into Ghihn, This pro- 
vince, according to Mirkhond, was, iu ancient times, a 
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flouriftilhg kingdom, called by its Inhabitants Endfafet, i. Of 
the Wlfite Indies^ in alJufion to the beauty of the country, 
which is far preferable to that of the Indies properly fo 
called; its fituation, alfo being remarkably happy, on ac- 
count of the Cafpian Sea on one fide, and thbir eafy corref-r 
pondence with Tartary, Perfia, and Armenia, all lying 
round them. This country Afcander quickly fubdued. 
From thence he marched into the heart of Perfia ; where, 
in the province, properly called by that name, Darab 
met him with a prodigious army. After an obftinatc 
and bloody battle, Afcander obtained the vidlory; and 
Darab was forced to fly, leaving hjs camp, his wives, and 
his daughters in the power of the vidlor. In their flight 
the Perfians met with a river, wherein many, entering 
carelefsly, were drowned. At laft a ford was difcovered, 
through w'hich Darab, a^ttended by the principal perfons 
in his army, pafled ; but the foldiers who followed him, 
croy^ding upon each other, the weakeft were thrown 
down, and periflied miferably in the water. As foon as 
the king had reached a place of fafety, he feat, once more, 
ambafladors to Afcander to treat of peace, offering, in 
cafe he would fend back his wives and daughters, and re- 
tire with bis troops back to Greece, to renounce all right 
of tribute, and make feme other conceflTions. At the fame 
time that he propofed this treaty, he difpatched ambaflTa- 
dors alfo to the kings of India and Macherek, intreating 
them to yield him afliftance, that he might be able to 
drive the Greek out of his dominions; thefe they fur- 
nifhed with fuch readinefs, that, in a Ihort time, he had 
an army more numerous and potent than that which he 
had loft. As for Afcander he treated the offers of Darab 
with derifion, making all the hafte he could to engage the 
Perfian forces a fecond time, although he was well in- 
formed of the great reinforcements they had received. 
was not long before he brought them to a battle, in which 
the Greek gained another complete viftory, Darab flying, 
with a few of his captains, to a ftrong fortrefs, where, 
before he could well recolleft himfelf, feme of his own 
fubjedls moll trcacheroufly put him to death, by giving 
him feveral mortal wounds with their poinards, and 
then fled to the camp of Afcander, leaving their unhappy 
prince weltering in his blood. Afcander no fooner re- 
ceived the nevvg, than he went, with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, to Darab's fortrefs, and found him in his laft ago- 
nies, which fight fo affefled the Greek, that, melting 
|nto tears, and holding up his hands to heaven, he pro^- 
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tefted he had neither knowlege of, nor plcafure in, fo 
execrable a deed. The dying king expreffed great fatis- 
faflion at this declaration, alfured him he thoroughly be- 
lieved all he faid, befought him to chaftife the traitors 
by whofe hamds he died, and entreated him to efpoufe 
his daughter Roufehengh, and not to put the feveral pro- 
vinces’of the empire under the diredlion of flrangers ; with 
all which requeils Afcander promifed to comply. Then 
Darab, after making many afFefting reflexions on the 
mifery of human life, and inconftancy of fortune, yielded 
Vp the ghoft, after a reign of fourteen years. 'l1ius far 
we have followed, for the moil part, the author laft men- 
tioned. The reader might well expeX that we fliould 
here put an end to this feXion, efpecially fmee he has 
already feen the hiftory of Perfia, according to the Greek 
writers, concluded at the death of Darius. But fo it is, 
that in order to purfue the theme laid down in the title of 
this feXion, we are bound to carry on the hiftory to the 
<leath of Alexander ; for, as we have fhewn before, the 
oriental wtiters, in order, no doubt, to fave the credit of 
the Afiatics, have pretended that the empire of Iran, with 
its dependneies, which were then very great, came into 
the hands of Alexander, not fo much by conqueft as by 
right. In this light, therefore, Alexander was the laft 
monarch of the dynafty of the Kainites, and confequently 
his reign ought to be as much taken notice of here, as the 
reigns of any of his predecelTors. 

Alexander, fon of Philip, king of Macedon, is, by the 
Perfian writers, ftyled Ifcandcr ben Filikous, whiiph fig- 
nifies the fame thing; only they pretend, that it was a 
kind of furname beftowed for the following reafon ; they 
will have it that he was the fon of Darab the firft:, by the 
daughter of Filikous, whom he fent home becaufe of her 
naufeous breath ; but that Philip, bringing him up as his 
own fon, and leaving to him the kingdom, he called him- 
felf, out of gratitude, Alexander the fon of Philip, though 
he put in bis claim to the kingdom of Perfia as heir of 
Darab his father. The oriental writers, in general, beftow 
another furname upon him, viz. that of Dhoulcarnein, 
or rather Dulcarnein, which fignifies literally, with two 
hornsy in allufion to the two ends of the world, the eaft 
and the weft. Of the firft nothing can be faid with cer- 
tainty, or even with probability. To the fecond the eaft- 
ern writers, and efpecially the Perfian hiftorians, pay great 
honours, and mention many things concerning him, 
which are not to be met with in the Greek and Latin hif- 
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torlans. The Perfians are not only much charmed with 
the charadler of Alexander \ they are alfo wonderfully 
pleafed with that of his vifier, as they call him, pr, as he 
was in truth, his preceptor, Ariftotle. This wife man 
they call fometimes by the name of ArilJ^hathialis, but 
commonly, by way of abbreviation, Ariftou. They re- 
port that he was wonderfully fagacious, even in his childr 
hood i that he addifted himfelf very early to the fchool of 
Plato, and continued therein upwards of twenty years^ 
till he fet up for himfelf, and became author of the feft 
of Mafehaioun, i. e, the Peripatetics. They affirm, like- 
wife, that he died very old, and in high reputation through-i 
out all Greece. They are very pofitive that he was prime 
minifter to Alexander the fon of Philip ; and, in confe- 
quence of this notion, they report a multitude of fine fay-r 
ings and moral maxims, under his name. Ben Caflan 
informs us, that Ariftotle‘'compofed above a hundred dif- 
ferent treatifes on various fubjefts; and amongft the reft, 
mentions one which is neither found among his works, 
as we have them at prefent, nor is at all taken notice of by 
any of the Greek writers- Its title runs thus: A dif- 
courfe on the conduft which a great general ought to ob- 
ferve after the gaining or lofing of a battle which Ben 
Cafian fays he dedicated to Alexander the Great. As to 
his philofophy, we cannot find that it was thoroughly 
ftudied by the ancient Perfians, though, in after- times, it 
came to be in high credit with the Arabians ^ But, to re- 
turn to Alexander : Mirkhond, who has written very co- 
piouflyi!, of his conquefts, affirms, that he reduced many 
nations to the eaft of Perfia under his dominion, and that 
he advanced as far as the Indies ; that he was the founder 
of many glorious cities, particularly of Heri or Herat, 
and Samarkand. He repoits, likewife, that this prince, 
being mightily taken with the Pcrfian learning, caufed^ 
three celebrated treatifes, written in that language, to be 
tranflated into Greek ; the firft relating to Phyfic, the 
fecond to Aftrology, and the third to Natural Philofophy. 
He divided, fays the fame hiftorian, his ample dominiongj 
into ninety governments ; and, after a ffiort and glorious 
life, ended his days at Babylon in„the thirty-fixth year of 
his age, and feventeenth of his reign leaving his con- 
quefts to be divided among bis captains, who are diftin- 
guiffied by the Arabians and Perfians with the title of Mo- 
lonk al Shaovaif, i. c. thi iingj vf nations jQr families. The 
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P«r£an6> likewifcj take notice of Alexander’s brother 
Afidseus, whom they ftyle Ardous, and^ generally fpeak- 
ing, make him the fon| inftcad of the brother, of that 
monarch. They agree, however, with the Greeks, in 
reprefenting him as a prince little qualified for empire ; 
but they foften this account, by pretending, that he dif- 
pifed 'grandeur for the fake of wifdom, having learned 
from Ariftofle to think thofe goods only valuable, which 
neither fortune nor force can take away(B), We have 
now condufted the hiftory of the Perfian empire from its 
^rigin to its diffolution after the death of Alexander the 
Great. We lhall, in the Hiftory of Parthia, fee it revive 
under a prince defeended frpm their ancient kings, and 
of the magian religion. 


CHAP. XIV. 

TAe Hijiory of the Scythians and Gomerians ; 
under the feveral Names of CeltcnScythesy 
Sarmatians^ MaJJagetes^ Gfc. Scythians ; anJ 
Cymmerians, Celtes, Galatians^ Gauhy Titans^ 
Sacks ^ &Cn Gomerians. 


SEC T. I. 

Enquiry into the Origin, Antiquity, Migrations, and 
Settlements of the Sythians and Gomerians, confidered 
as two diftinSl Nations, 


T hese two nations make fo confidcrable a figure CeUis and 
in ancient hiftory, in fo many different parts of the Scythians 

world, and under fuch variety of names, that it would be dtfctndid 
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(B) The reader mull have, nor the other famous prince of ^ ' 
by chU time, perceived that that name, nor faid a fyllable 
the oriental hiftory of the kings of Xerxes and his expedition 
of P6rfia, IB ^DO other than a into Greece, nor touched upon 
romance filled with anachro- the other events and rcvolu- 


nifms and abfurdities. Befides tions in the court of Perfia, 


the unconfcionable lengths of which have been recorded by 
of the different reigns, and of the Greeks, upon the concur- 
thc age of Ruftan and his fa- ring teftimony of many unquef- 
^her, the author has not even tionable authors who were eyc- 
mejitioned Cyrus the Great, witnclTcs of what they relate. 

next 
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next to impofEblc to afllgn their different territories, or 
give their hiftory with any tolerable perfpicuity, without 
previouily tracing them to their diftinft originals, taking 
a curfory retrofpeft of their migrations and fettlemcnts, 
and confidcring each of them under thofe faiious names 
by which they are mentioned by ancient hiftorians. We 
muft take it for granted, in the firft place, that they were 
both^defcended from Corner, the eldeft fon of Japhet. 

Their pofterity are fuppofed to have made migrations 
into Europe before they fettled themfelves into regular 
kingdoms and governments *, and from thofe firft colonies 
fome of them returned again into Aha in procefs of time, 
when they gave names to countries, cities, mountains, 
and rivers, which have caufed great confufion in ancient 
hiftorians. It is no eafy tafk even to determine whether 
the Scythians and the Gorperians, properly fo called, were 
originally the fame, or two diftind nations ; and yet, 
without fettling this previous point, we lhall find it im- 
poffible to convey any diftindl idea of their hiftory. 

None of the facred hiftorians mention thefe two nations 
by any other names than that of their progenitor j and 
profane authors have been fo confounded by their variety 
of names, migrations, and exploits in feveral parts of 
Afia, as well as Europe, and particularly by the affinity 
of thofe names which they gave in both places to towns, 
rivers, and mountains, in expelling one another, that it 
is not eafy to know whether they fpoke of the fame peo^r 
pic, under different names, or of two diftindl nations. 
Sure it is, that if they meant to reprefent them as diftin£l:, 
they have moft egregioufly confounded them, by aferibing 
names, places, and exploits to the one, which belonged 
to the other, Herodotus, Ptolemy, and Juftin have 
called the Scythians, who emigrated into Afia, by fome 
names, and attributed fome aftions and places to them, 
which, upon clofer examination are found to have belong- 
ed to the Celtes or Gomerians, wffiom they had driven 
out of their European territories. Strabo tells us ^ that 
the old Greek hiftorians gave the name of Scythians and 
Celto-Scythians to all the inhabitants of the northern re- 
gions, though it is plain that a cdnfiderable part of them 
were properly Celtes or Gomerians ^ And in the fame 

• Sec Ptolom Geogr, lib, vi. cap, ii. & 13. HeroHot. lib. i. cap* 
73, 103, & lib. iv. cap. 51. Juftin. lib. i. cap. 8, & feqq, 
f Strab. Geogr. lib. p. 349 & 351. g Vide Gencbr. Tub A. M, 
1949. Lewis s IntrQdafl. in Hift. Bsitain, cap. iii. Jun, in Ge- 
BcC X. a. 
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book he adds, that thofe people who inhabited beyond 
the Cafpian Sea, which fhould be the Scythians, were, by 
the fame Greek hiftorians, called fome Sacks, and others 
MalTagetes, though the former of thefe names, at leaft, 
belonged onl^ to the Celtes. 

For^ thefe reafons, many learned men have chofen to 
reckon them as one people, branched out into that variety 
of names and charafters under which they are diftinguiihed 
in hillory. Notwithftanding which opinion, and the 
filence of the facred books, Jofephus’s authority has been 
generally received both by ancient fathers and modern 
authors, for what reafon we know not. He affirms the 
Celtes or Gauls to be defcended from Corner, and the 
Scythians from Magog, his next brother With refpefl 
to the firft of thefe pofitions, it is obferved, that notwith- 
ftanding all the various dcnonvnations which they have 
undergone (C), they have ftill preferved their original 

name 

h Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7. Vide Hieron. Thcodoret &al. in Genef. 
X. 2. Bochart. Phaleg. lib. iv, cap< 38. Jun« Le CJerc. Patric. in 
Gen. X. i. 


(C) By thefe names we mean 
not only the Cymbrians, Cym- 
merians, and Cammerians; but 
, thofe of Celtes, Gauls, Gala- 
tians, Titans, Sacks, and per- 
haps alfo thofe of Scythians, 
Celto-Scythians, Celtiberians, 
and fome others j partly given 
to them out of compliment, 
and on account of their valour, 
and partly out of contempt, 
and in revenge for their incur- 
fions, plunders, and conquefts. 
Thus the svordCeltae, in Greek 
fLiMroLi^ or lignifying 

horfemm in Honier and Pindar, 
might be given on account of 
their expertnefs in horfeman- 
niip(i). 

Another author (2) dedves 
that word, and that of Gaul, 
from the Celtic, in which both 


fignify a ^joarlike man, Bo- 
chart conjeiftures that they 
were called Gauls and Gala- 
tians from the rednefs of their 
hair (3). 

That of Titans may either 
allude to it, as it was a name 
of the fun, whofe etymon can 
no where be fo appolitely found 
as in the Celtic, in which ti, 
or ty, figiiifies ^ and tan, 
or taen,/rf, and both together 
thebouft of jirt. Some, how- 
ever, fetch it from the Celtic 
tit, which in that, as well ai 
in the Hebrew, fignifies dufi 
or dirt ; fo that Ttrsn; Hiall fig- 
nify the fame as terrigen*, or 
children of the earth or dirt. 
This laft etymon, if admitted, 
may be fuppofed to have been 
given them in fcorn, and to 


0) Vid. Godwin not, in Comm. Csfar. lib. i. cap. i. not. 3 . 
(i) Pezron. Antiq-Nat. Cell, chap. iiL (3) Bochart. Phaleg, 
lib- 4 ‘hap. 6. i„ply 
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name of Gomro, or Cymro, as dcfcendents of Corner, 
and retain it to this day, in all thofe countries where the 
Celtic or Gomerian language is retained. The affinity of 
found, however, between Cymro and Corner is but a 
lame prefumption. 

Ptolemy, Strabo, Pliny, Dlonyfius of Alexandria, or 
rather Charax, Mela, and others, mention them under 
the names of Comarians, Camarians, Chomarians, Cym- 
brians, and Cymmerians ; all which terms are fuppofed to 
be a corruption of their original name of Gomcrians ^ 
We have likewife the authority of fome ancient fathers^ 
who agree that Comer was the father and founder of the 
Gomerians, called afterwards Celtes, Galatians and Gauls *^1 
Cluverius gives us to underftand, that the ancient Celtic 
nation, which, according to him, included the regions of 
Illyria, Germany, Gallia, Spain, the Britannic and other 
northern ifles, fpoke all the fame language^, which was 
called Gomeraeg, or the language of Corner, This, however, 
is an inconclufive argument, founded upon an aflertion 
unfuftained by proof. 

We are at leaft as much in the dark with refpedl to the 
Scythian nation. Jofephus, who affirms them to be dc- 
feended from Magog, hath been followed by many of the 
fathers, and by a great number of moderns ^ who could 
find no better authority. In migrating into Europe, If 
Comer’s defeendents turned towards the north-weft, thofe 
of Magog may be reafonably fuppofed to have fpread 

^Peolom, lib. vi. cap. ii — 13. Pliny, lib, vi. cap. i6. Dion* 
Per. ver. 700. k Hieron Tradit, Hxbr. in Genef, Eudar. 

Ifidor. Orig. lib. ix. cap. 2. Zonar. Bed. & al, ‘ Antiq. Ger- 
man. lib, i. cap. 6. & feq. & Introd. ad Geogr, lib, ii. cap. 5. fcfcq. 
n Hicfon. Auguft. Euitath. Theodor. Bsd.Jofeph. Ben-Gor, Jun* 
Bochart. Rawlegh, Munft. Heylin, &al. 

imply the bafenefs of their ori- renees. For thus we find Gal- 
gin, as that of Sacks, which lia or Gaul divided Into Cis 
ftgnifies and plunderers^ and Trans-Alpina, and the 
was given then on account of word Iberia feems derived from 
theirlivingchieflyby that trade, the old Celtic and Teutonic 

That of CeUiberians, or in* iber, which fignifies o^er (4) ; 
habitants of Celtlbcria, or anJ thus Spain, which is fome- 
Spain, might be defigned to times found in the plural num- 
diibnguiffi thofe Celtes on that, her, was divided into Citeriot 
from thofe on this fide the Py- and Ulterior. 


<4) Cluver. lib. ii, cap, 3, 


them- 
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tliemfelves toward the north-eaft into both Scythlas, 
where we find the ancient Mufeovites or Tartarians \ dif- 
tinguiftied by the name of Mogli, which may be a cor- 
ruption or abbrevation of Magogli, the fons of Magog. 
To thefe conjeftures we may add, that there is fcarce a 
nation Under heaven that fo fully anfwers the fierce and 
dreadful character, which the Scriptures give us of Gog 
and Magog, as that of the barbarous Scythians ; though 
in faft this character was but too applicable to their 
neighbours in thofe early ages. 

, We fliall now proceed to fay fomething of their differ- 
ent migrations from Afia into Europe, which may (till 
throw additional light upon this obfeure fubjeft. The 
reader may remember that we formerly fettled Corner, 
with his defeendents about him, in the province of Phry- 
gia. Afknenaz his eldeft fon,^or, according to the Ar- 
menians, Togarmah his youngeft, or, it may be, both of 
them took up their refidence in Armenia j and Riphath, 
the fecond fon in Cappadocia ; or, in fome province, in 
the neighbourhood of Phrygia And when their in- 
creafe made it afterwards ncceffTary to enlarge their terri- 
tories, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they kept a cor- 
refpondence with each other, by means of thofe livers, 
along whofe banks both they and their defeendents were 
forced to pitch their tents, for the convenience of pafture 
for their numerous herds. Even when they began to 
fpread thcmfelves farther and wider into Europe, they 
feem to have moved regularly and in columns, without 
interfering one with another, and as it were by a fettled 
contraft. For in proportion to their advancing north- 
ward, we find the Gomerians, who had taken the left- 
hand, infenfibly fpreading thcmfelves weftward, towards 
Poland, Hungary, Germany, France, and quite up to 
Spain, whilft the Scythians, or defeendents of Magog, 
moved to the right, eaftward, towards Mufeovy and Tar- 
tary, as far as the borders of Cathai. 

n Vid. Eufeb. Loc. Hebr, U Bochirt ubi fupra, lib. hi. cap. I. 
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The Hijlory of the Celtes, 




S E C T. II. 

The Hijlory of the Celtes, under the Names of Gomeri* 
ansy Cymmerians^ Cymbrians^ CelteSy Gauh^ Gala^ 
tianSi Titans y Sacks ^ 

OHesgive obferved the regular progrefs of the Celtes 

tkeir ^ from Phrygia, their firftfettlement, thorough Thrace, 

names I9 Hungary, Germany, Gaul, and Italy, till they had fpread 
themfelves to the utmoft borders of Spain. In this large 
European tra£l it was, that having fixed their boundaries 
between the Scythians and themfelves, they began to ap- 
pear a powerful nation under a regular monarchy, or ra- 
ther in feveral confiderable and diftindl kingdoms. Men- 
tion is made of them in‘ fo many parts of Europe by an- 
cient geographers and hiftorians, that Ortelius took the 
name of Celtte and Celtic to be the general appellation of 
all that part of the world; and a map which he made of 
ancient Europe bears this title accordingly, “ Europam, 
five Celticam, veterem, fic defcribere conabatur Abraha- 
mus Ortelius.’’ Though Ptolemy fays, that this part of 
the world was called Celtic from the people that firft in- 
habited it. For it is plain from hiftory, that almoft every 
country in it, was inhabited by fome of them ; though 
thofe who fpread themfelves on both fides the Rhine, and 
thence towards the fouth and weft, as far at leaft as the 
Pyrenees and the German Ocean, were the moft famous 
of all, and in procefs of time gave all that country the 
nen/art- name of Gallia, and Galatia, though they themfelves re- 
9ms names tained their own ancient name of Gomero,or Gomerians 
as for the term Cymerians, or Cymbrians, it was given 
to none of the Celtes, but thofe who inhabited the more 
northern regions of Europe, above the Euxine Sea, and 
the north of the Dat\ube, where they were Icfs known and 
intermixed. Thus that part of Germany now known by 
the name of Holftein was called Cymbria Kerfonefus. 
The names of Titans and Sacks were beftowed only on 
thofe of Leffer Afia, fo that they feem to have been only 
known in this part of Europe, by thofe of Celtes and 
Gauls. The name of Galatians, yAKarat they received 
from the Greeks, but it is plain they meant the fame with 
Gauls, and accordingly ancient authors reprefent them as 

; See PecroD, Ant, Celt, Nat. cap. 2. 

defeended 
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defcended from the fame father, namely, Corner p. It 
was not however in this tradt of ground that they began 
to be famous for their warlike exploits ; they had already 
fignalized their names in feveral parts of both the higher 
and lower Afi^, where it is likely they began very early to 
be governed by feveral valiant princes of their own, and 
this is the reafon that we find the name of GomerianSp 
and Gomarites, as well as thofe of Sacks and Titans in 
thofe parts among ancient geographers, which names 
were afterwards changed to that of Celtes, after their 
fpreading themfelves into Europe. But thofe early ex- 
ploits are fo intricate, fo darkly and differently related, 
and built fo much upon conjedture, that it would be dan- 
gerous to give them credit. It is plain, that thofe Afia- 
tic conquefts did not remain long enough in their poflef- 
fjon, todeferve a place in the geography of their country. 

It is not eafy to fix the exatt boundaries, which di- TUtrter^ 
vided the Celtes from the European Scythians, We fhall riturus. 
only obferve that the former extended from the Danube 
to the fartheft part of Spain and Portugal, reaching at 
leaft three degrees from eaft to weft, that is, from that 
famous river to Cape Feneftre. It was bounded on the 
fouth by the Mediterranean Sea, and weft and north- 
weft by the Weftern and Northern Ocean. How far it Geogrgpfym 
extended full north, whether to the Hyperborean or Fro- 
zen Sea, or only to the Baltic, we prefume not to fay. 

It is probable they did not advance towards Sweden, 

Denmark, and the other more northern regions, till they 
found themfelves too much ftraitened in the more plea- 
faiit climates of the fouth. However, it is certain that in 
the time of Julius Caefar, not only they, but alfo the 
northern iflands of Britain, Ireland, and even Iceland 
were inhabited, and conftituted part of the Celtic Gallia. 
Accordingly Cluverius proves it lo have contained the 
countries of Illyricum, Germany, Gaul, Spain, and the 
Britifh iflands; and adds, that they had all the fame lan- 
guage, though varied into different dialedls, and confti- 
tuted but one large nation, though divided in procefs of 
time into a great multitude of tribes However, we 
find it greatly dwindled ui C^efar’s time ; who fays it only 
contained the three provinces called Belgium, Aquita- 

P Comp. Jofepli. Ant, Jud, lib. i. cap. 7. Euflat. Comm, in 
Examer. Hieron. Tradit. Hsbr. in Qenef. ix. IHdor. Origin, lib. 
lx. cap. I. Si PezroDi ubi fupra. q Anriq. Germ. lib. 1. 

^ap. 2. & feq. ad 8* 
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iita> and Gallia, properly fo called ^ So that Germany, 
lllyricum, and Spain, were already difmembered from 
it, as well as the weftem part of Italy. 

So confiderable was the Celtic nation, even in the 
feign of Auguftus Csefar, though greatly, abated of its 
former grandeur, that it contained no lefs than fixty great 
communities, diftinguiflied by the names of cities or dif- 
trifts, according to Strabo. But how much greater a 
figure they muft have made before that time, miiy be 
puefled by that notable expedition they made into Italy, 
in the time of Tarquin the elder, about fix hundred years 
before Chrift, when Bellovefus having penetrated through 
the Alps with a numerous army, reduced great part of 
Italy, called from them Gallia Cifalpina. For this, and 
their fucceeding exploits againft that province, and their 
conqueft of its metropolis, we may juftly look upon it as 
part of the Celtic or Gallic territories, though we ftiould 
grant it to have been originally peopled by fome other na- 
tion, than the defeendents of Corner. Yet it is much 
more likely that his defeendents were the firft that peo- 
pled it, with the reft of Europe, it being impoffible that 
fo fine a country fliould efcape them in their progreffivc 
migration. 

Plutarch, indeed, fpeaking of the Gallic or Celtic na- 
tion, tells us, that fome of them pafling over the Riphean 
mountains, went and dwelt towards the northern fea, the 
extreme or northern parts of Europe, whiift others re- 
mained in the fouthern parts, between the Pyrenees and 
the Alps He adds, that having tafted of the wine that 
came out of Italy, they marched over the Alps, under the 
condudl of a malcontent, named Arron, and conquered 
ibofe territories, which bad been till then held by the 
Tufcaas. But the name of Celtiberia, by which Spain 
was anciently kno^/n, and that of the Celtic promontory, 
now Cape reneftre, or Finifterre, the utmoft verge of 
Spain, weft ward, on the One hand, and of Gallia Togata, or 
Cifalpina, on the other, including near one third part of 
Italy ' weft ward, plainly prove that they did not confine 
themfclves within the limits of thofe two ridges of moun- 
tains. 

Upon the whole then, the ancient territories of the 
Ccltes extended eaft and weft, from the head-fpring of 

' Vid. Bell. Gal. fob. inir. ■ In Vit. Camill. t Vide 

Ptolem.ubj fupra. Mela, lib. iii. i, Ckiv\.r, Pezron. ubifa- 
pra« Pelloutier. Hjft* des Ccltes, lib, i, cap. a. & aJ. ^ & abb. pai^ 

Ihc 
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the liter or Danube, which divided them from the Euro- 
pean tiarmatia, quite acrofs Europe under Cape Finifterre, 
and the Strcight of Hercules, now Gibraltar, and con- 
tained the following provinces : Iberia, now Spain and 
Portugal ; Gsdlia or Celtogalatia, now France, with the 
Low Countries ; Germany, as far as the Danube oaftward, 
and Denmark northward 5 Rhetia, Vindelicia, and No- 
ricum, fince called Svdflerland, Savoy, and Lombardy ; 
and Gallia Cifalpina, or Togata, containing that part of 
Italy now known by the names of Piedmont, the duchies of 
Milan, Parma, Mantua, and the republics of Venice and 
Genoa, befides the fouthgrn and northern iflands of Europe. 

Their territories had, however, been very much curtailed 
long before Julius Csefar, nay, even reduced within the 
boundaries of the Alps, and Pyrenean mountains, from 
eaft to weft ; by the Mediterranean on the fouth j and 
by the Rhine and Britifh Ocean on the north and north- 
eaft. All that traft, which lies between Geneva and the 
Alps, had been fome time before added to the Roman em- 
pire, over and above the Gallia Cifalpina lately men- 
tioned, which they had invaded in the time of Tarquin, 
and advanced almoft as far as the middle of Italy. Gallia, 
thus curtailed, was called Comata and C'^far divided it 
into three nations, namely, Belg«, Aquitani, and Celtcs 
or Gauls * (G). But by this time a great part of the Cel- 
tic territories had been difmembered from it j as Spain, 
which had pafted from the Carthaginians to the Romans^ 
the Gallia Narbonenfis, which was become a province of 
the Roman empire and included all the fouthern pro- 
vinces of Gallia along the Mediterranean, from the Py- 
renees to the Alps-, this laft contained at leaft Gafeony, . 
Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphine. Neverthelefs, thefe 
three divifions were far from being all that the Celtes had 
left in Europe, though Csefar has made the moft of them 
in his account of that war. Other divifions of Gallia, 
which were made by Auguftus,^ and other Roman em- 
perors, after the conqueft of it, will be beft fecn in the 
Gallic hiftory. 

u Vide Polyb. lib. iii, ^ Be11..Gal. lib. i. cap. 1 . y Ibid* 
lib. iii. cap. zo. 

(G) Probably from the in- Togata, from the long robc% 
habitants wearing their hair and the Ulterior, or. Tranw 
long, contrary to th e cuftom jilptne, Bimccara, from the 
of the Romans. "TKus wrfind breeches which were Worn 
'"Slfo the Gallia Citerior called its inhabitants. 

Vot. IV. X Sea# 
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Seas of note were tte Mediterranean, the Wefterrfy 
Britifli, and Northern Oceans, and the Baltic, The prin-* 
,cipal lake in chofe territories is that of Geneva, which is 
ttpwards of twenty miles in length, and about eight in 
breadth : and, by its being navigable, enriches both the 
city of that name, and all the adjacent countries. To 
this we may add that of Serviere, in High Danphirie, very 
remarkable upon another account. It is a good day’s 
jounrey l^p in the Alps, and yet has been found to have 
a communication with another much fmaller at erght or 
nine miles diftance, which is computed to be near half a 
mile perpendicular lower than thje former, without being 
overHowetl, or fending out more water than a very incon- 
fiderable dream, fcarce fufficient to turn a mill.-’ Chief 
mountains are the Pyrenees and Alps, otherwife called 
Apenninc, of great length, and fuch prodigious height, 
that they are always covered with fnow. The latter were 
fuppofed by Livy and others to have been called Apen- 
nine, from Hannibal Penninus, but much more probably 
from the old Celtic word pen, a h^ady by reafon of their 
exceeding height and whitenefs. So that Apennine may 
be only a contraction A Pen Ghwin, white headi, as the 
word Alps may be derived from the Celtic alp or alb, 
white. 

The chief rivers are the Ifther, or Danube, which rifes 
in Scythia, and empties itfelf into the Euxine, or Black 
Sea. The Rhine, which fprings from the mountains of 
Switzerland, and runs through Germany and Holland 
into the Britifh Sea. The Seine, Loire, and Garonne. 
The Durlus, now Duero, which defeends from the moun- 
tains of Sierra in Afturia, into the Atlantic Ocean at 
Oporto. The Tagus, or Tajo, which ^croffes great part 
of Spain and Portugal, and falls into the fame ocean below 
Olyfipon, or Lifbon. The Anas, now Guadiana ; the 
Boetis, or Tarteffus, now Guadalquivir j thefe two empty 
themfehes in the Gulf of Cadiz, The Iber, now Ebro, 
which defeends from the fame mountains of Sierra with 
the Durius, but taking a contrary courfe, runs eaftward 
into the Mediterranean, and empties itfelf into the Gulf 
of Valencia. TheRhodanus, dr Rhofne, which hath its 
fpring from the mountains of Switzerland, but defeends a 
contrary way, and croffing the Lake of Geneva, runs 
through the fouth part of France, and empties itfelf into 
the Mediterranean, near Marfeilies. The^Padus, or Po \ 
and AcTefis, naw Adige, which delcenH, the former frpm 
Piedmont, and the latter from Switzerland, and fall at 

fndall 
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fmall diftance from each other into the Gulf of Venice. 
Of all which, as well as the mountains, lakes, &c. above 
mentioned, and others of lefs note, we fliall not now 
make faither mention, but refer the defeription- of them 
till we come Jto fpeak in courfe of thofe kingdoms and 
countries to which they belong. All that needs be added 
on that head is, that the greatefl part of the names of 
thefe and of other fmaller rivers are certainly of Celtic 
extraftion, and agreeable to their different charadlers. 
Thus Garunna, from garw, ror4sh^ expreffes its great ra- 
pidity. Rhodanus, from Rhedog, to run fwiftiy^ implies 
its fwift courfe. Arar, ^now Saon, is fo called from its 
flownefs, its defeent into the Rhofne being fcarce percep- 
tible. MDurius, or Duiro, from dour, wotir^ or rivzry 
whence the names of a grear many cities and towns, fitu- 
atc near the water fide, endfd in duro and durum. 
Thus likewife the names of counties and diflriifls which 
ended in tan, or tain, and in the Latin tania, as Aqultain, 
Britain, Lufitanla, &c. are formed from the Celtic tan and 
ftan, a r£gion^y and imply the country of waters, of the 
Britons, and Lufians, which lafl: were a Celtic people, 
from whom came the Portuguefe. 

SECT. III. 

Of the Antiquity^ Government^ Laws, Religion. CuftomSy 
Learning, and Trade, of the Ancient Ccltes, 

H O U G H the Celtes exceed all other nations in an- 
^ ciquity, fuppofing their defeent from Corner, the 
eldeft fon of Japhet, the eldeft fon of Noah, yet it muft 
be owned, that our knowlege of their government, laws, 
and religion, is extremely defefVive ; whether owing to 
the want of records, or rather to the flownefs and length 
of their migrations into Europe, where we find them firft 
fettled into a fpacious and regular polity. A late an- 
tiquary ® hath indeed attempted to proven, that upon the 
dilperlion of Babel, Corner, or his immediate defeenHents, 
entered Armenia, thenee proceeded into Phrygia and 
Cappadocia, till at length, under the conduft of Acmon, 
and afterwards of his fon Uranus, two warlike princes, 
they fpread themfelves farther, and fent their cplonies 

g Vide CamdeiTTTMt. Introdu^. in Hifl. Brit. Pezron. 

-9\ntlq. lib. iii. fub voc.l an, & alib, * Pezron. Antiq. Nar. 
Celt, pair & ch. 15. 

Y 2 


from 



TBe Hiftory of the Cette'S. ' 

from Lcfler Afia even into Spain. Chronus, or Saturn> 
Jupiter and Mercury, or Teutat, were their three next 
fucceflbrs \ and it was this laft, according to our author,, 
who fettled the Gomerians, then called Titans, in Europe,, 
into a regular government, gave them la^/s, and there 
they changed their name into that of Geltes and Gauls* 
According to this fyftem then this Gomerian polity muft: 
have begun about the time of Terah, Abraham's father ; 
Of even of Nahor, if Maneus be admitted to have been, as 
fome hillorians think, the father of Acmon, though Sa- 
turn was the firft who took the title of king. 

All this theory our author attempts to prove from an^ 
cient authors, and in a letter to the abbot Nicaiie, difplays 
an elaborate plan of Celtic antiquities, which,' nad he 
lived to have finifhed, might have afforded us a much 
greater number of others ; but he died before he could 
complete the work ; and the plan itfelf is both too copious 
and liable to exceptions, to be here inferted. We flrall 
only obferve, that nothing is more likely than that the go- 
vernment of the Celtcs was originally monarchical as well 
as that of other nations, fince we find it fubfifting in the 
fame form- even in Cxfar's time, when they had fpread 
themfelves all over Europe. Only they had fo far altered 
their conftitution, that inftead of obeying one monarch,, 
they were divided into a number of petty kingdoms, and 
did not yield the abfolute command to any individual, ex.- 
cept when their territories were threatened with invafioa 
from a common enemy. 

What their laws were, whether reduced into a body, or 
depending upon the will of their fovereign, we cannot 
find. We are indeed told, that Mercury did polifli and 
give them laws, and ^ that Samothes, otherwife called 
Dis, and Difcelta, a man of fingular learning andwifdom, 
and the firft founder of the Celtic monarchy, gave them a 
body of laws and difcipline, which he wrote in the He- 
brew tongue, but in the Phoenician charafter ; and that 
the Greeks borrowed the latter from the Celtes, when 
they re-entered Afia. It is added, that he was therefore 
Called the Saturn of the Celtes, and that their learned 
men, fuch as divines and philofophers, were called from 
him Samothei. But if ever he wrote fuch a body of laws, 
it is certain we have nothing left of them ; neither can 
find any footfteps of either his or any other's in any au- 
thor of credit. However, as they vyy. much deviated 

^ Vide Lewis, Hiit, Brit, cap. x* & auA. ab eo citac. 
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from the fimplicity of their brethren the Scythians in 
their manner of life, they can no more be fuppofed to 
have been without fome laws for the prefervation of pro- 
perty, than their warlike genius could be without martial 
difeipline. ^ 

The curetes, and afterwards the druids and bards, were 
the interpreters of their laws \ judged all caufes, whether 
criminal or civil; and their fentence was reckoned fo fa- 
cred, that whoever refufed to abide by it, was by them 
excluded from afTifting at their fac/ed rites : after which 
exclufion no man dared converfe with him, fo that this 
punifkment was reckoned the mofl fevere of all, even fe- 
verer jhan death itfelf. * 

Thw religion was very like that of the Scythians ; they 
neither built temples nor reared ftatues to the I>city, but 
planted fpacious groves inftcad of them, which being 
open on the top and Tides, were'in their opinion more ac- 
ceptable to the divine and unconfined Being which they 
adored. In this particular their religion feems to have 
refembled that of the Perfes and difciples of Zoroafter. 
They only differed from them in making the oak, inftead 
of the fire, the emblem of the Deity; in chufing that 
tree above all others to plant their groves with, and attri- 
buting feveral fiipernatural virtues to its wood, leaves, 
fruit, and mifletoe, all which were made ufe of in their 
Sacrifices and other parts of their worfhip. At leaft, 
this is what appears to have been the notion and prac- 
tice of their immediate defeendents, the ancient Gauls 
and Germans, on each fide the Rhine. But after they 
had adopted the idolatrous fuperftition of the Romans 
and other nations, and the apotheofis of their heroes 
and princes, they came to worfhip them much after 
the fame manner; as Jupiter under the name of Taran, 
which in the Celtic fignifies thunder: Mercury, whom 
fome authors call Heus or Hefus, probably from the Celtic 
huadh, which fignifies a dog^ and might be the Anubis 
latrans of the Egyptians. But, Mars was held in the 
greateft veneration by the warlike, and Mercury by the 
trading part, as we fliall ftiew in its proper place. In like 
manner we find the Cretans at once worfhipping Jupiter, 
and Ihewing his fepulchre at the city of GnofTus ; for which 
reafon, whilfl: Callirtiachus calls them liars for forging a 
tomb for that god, others, efpecially the Chriflian fathers, 
juftly blamed their folly for adoring him as a deity,* whom 
they acknowTeggtb" -to W interred in their own country. 
It would be labour loft to inquire what other rites, bc- 
, Y 3 Tides 
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fides thofc already mentionedj the Ceites had before they 
deified their kings; but, in the fequel, we find them very 
much addi£ted to all kind of fuperftition, divination, aftro- 
logy, magic, and other kinds of forcery. The care of re- 
ligion was immediately under their curetes>^ fince known 
by the name of druids and bards (D). Thefe were, as 
Csefar tells us, the performers df facrifices, and all reli- 
gious rites, and expounders of religion to the people. Thty 
alfo inftrudied youth in all kind of learning, fuch as phi- 
lofopJiy, aflronomy, aftrology, the immortality and tranf- 
migration of the foul, which was both an incitement to 
virtue, and an antidote againll the fear of death. ^Thefc 

. (D)The cLiretes were, among different from the bard'j who, 
the Titanic Celtee, what the though in all other ref^iedls of 
druids were afterwards among the fame order, yet were oblig- 
llie Gauls, and were had in the ed to excite and encourage the 
fame reverence and efleein, in- people to war with their poetic 
fomuch that the education of and mufical compofition. Upon 
Jupiter was committed tothem,* this account it is that thefe 
and Cres, one of his Tons, was bards are affirmed by Ca:far(3) 
of their fociety. It is not eafy to have been the inventors of 
to trace their original ; and miific and poetry, or rather to 
Strabo, exafl and learned as he have received it from their 
was, doth not feem to be fatif- king Bardus, whom Berofus 
lieci with all he has faid about aflirms to have reigned over the 
them. Their name of curete Gauls and Brirorns, or Cymbri, 
feems derived from the Celtic from whom they were called 
word euro, to Jlrike or^ atone bards. 

thing agalnjl another^ whence The druids, fome think, 
the Greek k^vu by the tranf- were fo called from Berofus’s 
pofition of alerter, which lig- Druys, the fourth King of the 
nifies the fame. And this Ceites, a man of uncommon 
feems to have been given them learning for thofe days : but we 
on account of their ftrikiiig are of opinion, with Camden, 
their fhields with their javelins, that Pliny’s is more probable, 
which an ancient author tells us who thinks that they were fo 
they did (i), when they kept called from the Celtic and 
young Jupiter concealed in a Greek word dros or drofs, an 
cave, that his jealous father oak^ which tree was held fo 
might not hear his cries. But,' facrod by the Ceites as well as 
whether they went heretofore Scythians, that they performed 
to the wars, and encouraged moft of their religious rites 
the combatants with this their near fome large oaks, if not in 
noife and dances, or were ex - oak groves, and offered no fa- 
empt from that duty like the crificc without fome leaves of 
cJjuids (2), ‘ they mult have been that tree. 

(i) Apollod. Bibl. i. cap. i. ap. Pczrbn. (2) Lewis, Hlfk^ 

Biit, cap. 5^ Pezron, chap ij, (3) Bell. Gall. hb. vi. 
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they taught their difciples by oral tradition, efte^ming 
them to be too facred to be committed to writing. 

Other more common fubjefts, fuch as their hymns to 
their gods, the exploits of their princes and generals, and 
their exhortations to the people in time of war, and efpe- 
cially before a battle, were couched in verfe, and recited, 
or rather fung, by them, upon all proper occafions. Though 
€ven thefe were alfo kept from vulgar eyes, and either 
committed to memory, or if to writing, the \s’hole was a 
feo^t to all the laity. Thofe poetic records were increafed 
in Otefar*s time to fuch a bulk, that it took up a young 
Wd^ aear twenty years to learn them by heart. Diodorus, 
fpeakmg of the Celtes, "tells us farther, that the poets ufed 
to aci|£»mpany their fongs with inftrumental mufic, fuch as 
that of organs, harps, and the like; and that they were 
had in fuch veneration, that even when two armies were 
engaged in battle, if one of the*fe poets or bards appeared, 
both fides immediately ceafed fighting. But the true rea» 
fon was, that they were univerfally believed to be prophets, 
as well as poets, fo that it was thought dangerous as well 
as impious, to difobey what they fuppofed came from their 
gods. 

Thefe prophetic philofophcrs kept academies, which 
were reforted to by a great number^ not only of their own 
youth, but even of other countries, infomuch that Ariftotle 
fays, their philofophy pafled from thence into Greece, and 
not from Greece thither*. Diodoru« Quotes likewife a 
palTage out of Hecateus, which is not lefs curious, im- 
porting, that their druids had fome kind of inftiuments, by 
which they could draw diftant obje£ls nearer, and make 
them appear larger and plainer, and by which they could 
difeover even feas, mountains, and vallies, in the moon ; 
a teftimony which fhews that they muft have made fome 
great progrefs in that fort of learning above other nations. 
Other authors add many things in praife of their virtue 
and morality But a Roman hiftorian makes no fcruple 
to call their religion an impious fuperftition ; and as fuch 
it was forbidden by Auguftus, and abolifhed by Claudius 
Lucan is no lefs fevere upon them ; and it muft be owmed 
that they adopted, in procefs of time, feveral barbarous 
cuftoms, fuch as facrificing human vidUms to their gods, 
as more acceptable to them than any other animals ^ 
Diodorus tells us of another inhuman cuftom they ufed in 

c Ap. T yir. Philnf. Cap. I. < See VitUB Baiinftoci 

Camden. Lewis, deal. « Sucton. in vrt. CJaudi. f IVlcIa- 
lib. iii. cap. a. 
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their divinations, cfpeclally on important occafions, namely 
the killing fomc of their flaves, or fome prifoner of war, if 
they had any, with a fcimiter, to draw their aUgury from 
the ftreaming of their blood. 

But though they refembled the Scythians in their 
barbarous cuftoms and warlike temper, yet they were far 
from imitating that people in their paftoral life. They 
indeed anciently lived much the fame wandering life. 
They carried their families in large waggons, ranging 
from place to place in fcarch of conqucft, pleafure, ^jr 
pafture for their numerous flocks, on the milk and flefii of 
which they chiefly lived, except fuch venifon as the^ kill- 
ed, and fuch fruits as they found growing wild, foy they 
were then wholly unattentive to agriculture j andj’when 
they adopted it in the fequel, they commonly left the care 
of it to their wives and flaves. but thefe degenerated 
much fooner than they, afid from the mod plain, Ample, 
and temperate life, made a tranlition to drunkennefs, and 
luxury. At length they began to build finchoufes, towns, 
and cities, which lad they fortified and adorned with fpa- 
cious walls, towers, and fumptuous edifices. They weri» 
upbraided by the Romans with following what has been 
confidered as the olded law in the world, which gives 
to the dronged what the weaker cannot defend e. This 
they not only acknowleged and gloried in, affirming that 
the gods always favoured thofc who had the bed right \ 
but recriminated with great judice againd the Romans, 
who, though they pretended to difown the doftrine, yet 
made no fcruple to follow the praflice. And indeed fo 
greedy were the Cedes of conqued and plunder, as well as 
of keeping what they had gained, that they generally fought 
with fuch drength and fury, that nothing could withdand 
them ; and fo fudden and violent were their onfets, that, 
like fire and dorm, they drove all before them. They fel- 
dom gave quarter to their enemies, and, therefore, were 
looked upon as a cruel people As for the prifoners they 
took in war, they commonly fold them to their great men, 
who made flaves of them, and appointed the mod fightly 
of them for their retinue,- Indead of the Ikins of their 
enemies, worn as ornaments by the more favage Scythians, 
thefe chofe to adorn themfelves with their fpoil. They wore 
gold rings, and bracelets, and chains about their necks; 
and were very neat in their drefs. 

E Viiie Plutarch in Vit. Camil. r — v u. iVUr. Vid. 

ii Stiab. Tacit. Dio, Herodian, ^lela, & al. 
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We have alfo.obferved that they were expert horfcracnj 
fo that, confidering their martial genius and difcipline, their 
cavalry feldom failed of doing execution. They were no 
lefs famed for their armed chariots, and their dexterity in 
managing th^m. In other refpefts we do not find that 
they had any thing but what was common to almoft all 
other nations. Their arms were bows and arrows, darts, 
javelins, fcimitcrs, daggers, and a kind of bayonets; ilieyhad 
Jikewife fliields, and head-pieces : and as they were divided 
hSD petty kingdoms, or tribes, they divided their armies 
in the fame manner in time of war, that the valour and 
XneriXof every tribe might be the better known, and that 
everyVnan might be thereby ftimulated to advance the ho- 
nour that to which he belonged. As a further encou- 
ragerrlent to their bravery, it was the bufmefs of their poets 
to record the actions of thofe that fignalized themfelves, in 
fongs and ftories which were -afterwards fung at their 
games, and other folemnities, as well as when they went 
to engage an enemy ; and this recital had fuch an effeft 
upon them, that they chofe to die with their weapons in 
their hands, rather than be made prifoners. It was alfo 
their cuftom, before a battle, toobferve the heavens, and, 
if poflible, to avoid fighting till after the full moon. They 
ufed alfo, like other nations, to confult their priefts or 
augurs upon all emergencies, but efpecially before an 
engagement ; and, if the augury proved good, thofe priefts 
ufed to march before them with fongs, and dances, and 
mufical inftruments, till the onfet was begun ; but if their 
augury proved otherwife, they gave fuch heed to it, that 
nothing but abfolute neceflity could prevail on them to 
fight. Their martial laws ufed likewife to be couched in 
verfe, and fet to warlike tunes, which they were obliged 
to learn by rote, and to fmg upon proper occafions, fo 
that their very youth were verfed in them, and knew the 
theory of military difcipline, long before they were of age 
to bear arms. They feem, in a word, to have omitted no- 
thing that could infpire them with a defire of conqueft and 
glory; and to cherilh the warlike temper for which they 
have been fo famed in hiftory. 

Their language was old Celtic, or Gomerian, the 
fame which is ftill fpoken in the mountains and iilands of 
Scotland, as w^ell as in fomc parts of Ireland; and, with- 
out all doubt, the Welfti is a diajeft of the fame tongue. 
It was univerfally fpoken through Europe, except thak 
through leiTgtw'-otiiijILfii and diftance of place, and inter- 
'fixture with the Scythians and other nations, it had been 
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divided into a great variety of dialefts, which ftill retained 
the plain marks of their original mother*. Even the 
Galatians, who were fettled in Lefler Afia fo many cen-» 
turies before, are affirmed by St. Jerom to have fpoke the 
fame language with the inhabitants of the* province of 
Triers, or Treves which was then a mixture of old Celtic 
and Teutonic; not confined to Triers, but comm'on to 
Gaul and Germany; but that city is only mentioned by 
that father, as being In his time the metropplis of Gaul, 
in which he had made feme abode, and where he had^Iin 
opportunity of informing himfelf about the nature the 
ancient language. Neither need we wonder that the ^'Kallo- 
Greeks fhould retain the old Celtic, fmee they wel*'e de^ 
feended from them, and efpecially if we confide how 
fond and tenacious the whole Celtic nation was of it.' And 
indeed thofe who are beft acquainted with it will readily 
own, that no tongue, either ancient or modern, carries 
greater marks of antiquity than this Gomroeg, or Gaelic. 

We fhall take a proper opportunity of fpeaking our fen- 
timents of their ancient poetry, in which their curetes and 
druids recorded all the exploits of their heroes ; for thofe 
poets were their only hiftorians, and their tongue abound- 
ed, like the Hebrew, and other eaftern languages, with 
bold allegories and figures. As to their mufic, they are 
fuppofed to have brought it from Crete, where having 
found an iron mine on Mount Ida, they began to forge 
tools, arms, fhields, and armour ; hence fprang not 
only the trades of fmiths and armourers, but even the firft 
notions of mufic are faid to have been taken from the found 
of their hammers, the clattering of their armour, and 
the beating of their fhields, efpecially when the curetes 
were employed in nurfing young Jupiter ^ How far 
they have improved thefe, and wffiat other arts they culti- 
vated, muft be only guelTed at from their manner of life ; 
for fince, their warlike difpofition did neither hinder them 
from building cities and magnificent edifices,' aor from 
affe^ling fome grandeur in their equipages, drefs, and 
houffiold furniture, we may reafonably fuppofe all thofe 

^ De his, vide Cara, Brit. Joach. ' Perion- Orig. Ling. Celt. 
Brifirvi'. Inquir. in Oiig. Ling. IJuydd Davies k Hohert. Gram. 
Waoton, Hick. Lcxic. Lewis (SePezron, ubi/upra. Hotoman 
Franco Gallia, cap. xi. p, ao, k 2I. rault. Vid. & Bochart Geogr, 
Sacr. parti. lib.*i, cap. 4.1, ad fin. & Pellouticr, ubi fiipra, cap. v, 
k Prefat. in Cnmm. in Epift. ad Galat. vid. Accet. fup. citat. et 
GlnlTar. Celr. in Colledl. Leibnitz, totti feq. 1 fiee 

Mewtun'» Chronul. p. 14. J^esroa, Pciloutier, ical.fup. citat. "" 
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arts and manufadlures that tended to luxury, were en- 
couraged amongft them. To thefe we may add agricul- 
ture and feeding of numerous herds, which they com- 
mitted to the care of their flaves and inferior fort of peo- 
ple. Whatg^^er luxury they might be guilty of with re- 
fpedl: to drefs and equipage, we do not find that they ufed 
any in their food. Pulfe of all forts was their common 
diet, efpecially fhat which the Greeks called elimos, 
which we take to be the fame wnth lim, which in the 

S fignifies millet^ and is a very nourifhing grain, 
vas alfo a confiderable part of their diet ; and as to 
bey eat very fparingly of it, if we except that of 
called in the Celtic fouckh, whence perhaps the 
^ furtfit or and the word fick, ufed by the 

country people, in feveral parts of Europe to call their 
hogs. 

Concerning their ancient traffic we have not much to 
fay, only when Mercury the fon of Jupiter had obtained traffic. 
the empire of the Welt, that is of Europe, as we ffiall 
fee in its proper place; he i» faid to have polifhed them 
tery much by his laws and learning, and by the great im- 
provements he made in trade and commerce (E), of 
vl^hich, after he was deified, he was worfhipped as the 
patron and prote£lor, and had every where ftatues reared 
to his honour, as we are told by Csefar himfelf Thus, 
from a wandering, conquering, ravaging, proud, and 
ambitious people, like the Scythians ; he fo poliffied them 
by degrees, that they vied in moft refpefts with all other 
nations in learning and politenefs, as will farther appear 
by what we have to fay of that deity under the next fec^ 
tion. We might here add the charafter that is given them 
by many ancient authors, with relation to their virtues and 
vices. But as this relates rather to the Gauls, than to 
the old Celtes their anceftors, we ffiall not expatiate on 
-that fuhjeft, till we come to the Gallic hiftory. 


Comment, lib. vi. cap. iS. 


(E) Hence the name of 
Mercury^ feems to have been 
given him from the 'Celtic 
mere, merchandize^ and ur, a 
man^ as if he had been called 
by way of excellence the man, 
mailer, or founder of mer- 
^han'BizingT** J eutat, 


which he is fuppofed to have 
taken at his going into, or re* 
turning from E^pt, feems llkc- 
wife to be of Celtic extraiSlion, 
teut tat, fignifying the fa- 
ther of the people, fuch as he 
was upon this And many other 
accounts. 
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SECT. IV. 

The Chronology and Hiftory of the Gomerians or 
Celtet. 

ALL that has been faid concerning the time of their 
migration from Afia, as well as of their exploits in 
that part of the world, is built upon mere conje£luiy-i 
and it would be a fruitlcfs attempt to fettle their ohr(^o- 
logy upon a better footing. Sir Ifaac Newton thinks that* 
both the Celtes and Scythians had already fpread ijhem- 
felvesover Lefler Afia and Europe, before the year^'f the 
flood 1220, that is, about the latter end of the Ifi aclitifli 
judges. But before that time, they had fignalizcd them- 
felves In Afia, under the names of Sacks and Titans, and 
had a fucceflion of kings, the firft of M^hom, according to 
Pezron, was contemporary with Terah, the father of A- 
braham *, that is, about the year of the flood 1070. Pezron, 
however, offers little more than conjedlurc for what he 
has advanced "• 

But in order to open a way to their hiftory, it will be 
neceffary to mention what is previous it, with refpeft 
to the migrations and exploits of the Gomerlans in the fe- 
veral parts of Afia, before their fpreading into Europe. 
For though mentioned by ancient geographers and hif- 
torians under other names, fuch as Titans, Sacks, Par- 
thians, and Celtes, yet they feem to have been really the 
fame people, the defcendenls of Corner ; andthefe appel- 
lations were given them by other nations, whilft they 
themfelves not only preferved that of their progenitor, 
but were even known by it to thofe very authors, who 
mention them under other denominations. 

From Phrygia, the place of their firft fettlement, we 
find them under the name of Comarians, fixed along the 
river Jaxartes, beyond the Cafpian Sea, quite up to the 
province of Baftria ° j thefe Ptolemy exprefsly calls Sacks, 
Comerians, and Curetes p ; The Sacese (fays he) which 
inhabited along the Jaxartes, wpre the Camerians and 
Curetes.” As we find the Sacese in the more fruitful 
plains of Armenia, Cappadocia, Gallo-Grsecia, and all thofe 
provinces which lie along the Euxine Sea, we may hence 

■ Ant. Nat. Celt. chap. viii. & feq, _ Mi^. liii. i. tap. 2. 
P Gciogr. lib. vi. cap 13. 
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frame a kind of route how they fpread themfelves through 
all that part of Afia, till their courfe was ftopt by the Sog- 
dians, who, being of Scythian race, had probably poffeffcd 
themfclves of that province long before the Chomariana 
reached thal/of Baftria, and had by that time extended 
themfelves much farther northwards from Armenia, ei- 
ther for want of room, or through difcord. Some of them 
probably paiTed over the vaft mountains which lie on the 
.^uth of the Margiana, and entered into the country of 
tlh^^edian Arii, where, having fixed themfelves by main 
for(\, and being as it were divided from, or exiled by the 
reftjYhey were called in fcorn, Parthians, which fignifies 
in thij Celtic, parud or divided from. The fame faft is 
affirnjed by Juftin 'i, with this difference, that he makes 
them of Scythian extrat^tion, according to the vulgar 
error of the ancient Greek writers, M^ho, as Strabo tells 
us called all the nations towards the north of Afia, 
Scythians, and Celto-Scythians. The origin of the Par- 
thians is likewife confirmed by feveral other authors®, 
though it doth not appear to us that the Perfians were 
defcended from thofe people. 

That the Saccae poflefled themfelves of at leafl the hell 
part of Armenia, is exprefsly affirmed by Strabo, who 
adds, that they called that country by their name Sac- 
cacena. It likewife appears from the fame author, that 
they paired over the mountains, bordering upon Armenia, 
and penetrated into Cappadocia, that part efpecially which 
is upon the coafts of the Euxine Sea. This expedition 
feems to have been made under the conduft of Aemon, 
the father of Uranus, and of his brother Dccas, where 
they gave their name, the former to the capital city, 
called Acmonia, in which we are alfo told was a grove 
dedicated to him after he was deified 5 and the latter to 
the fpacious Dcean plains near the city of Themifcyra, 
along the river Thermodon. From the Euxlne Sea, their 
progrefs towards the Palus M2eotis, is very obvious ; and 
here we find their name given to the Cymbrian or Cim- 
merian Bofphorus, from which they needed but to crofs 
the Tanais, to enter into their European territories. 

We mull now leave thefe colonies extending themfelves 
towards Europe, and return into Phrygia,, whither Ac- 

s Lib, xii. cap. I. r Geogr. lib. x». * Vide Arfiin. 

in Parthic. . ap^ Phoc- Steph. Byz. in Voc. Parthi, Jornand. de 
^b. ijctic. cap. Przron. cap. iv. * ApollOD. 

^gonaut. lib. ii. Stephi Byzant. Tub vocc Aemon* 
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mon is fuppofed either to have returned from Cappado- 
cia or, which is more likely, where he continued after 
the departure of his anceftors. For here we find the like 
monuments both of him and his brother, namely, another 
city called Aemona, and faid by the fame authors to have 
been founded by him \ likewife another grove dedicated to 
him, and fome fpacious plains called Doeantes, frohi his 
brother Doeas \ From which cireuniftances, we raayrea- 
fonably infer, that he both reigned, and was afterwards 
worftiipped here likewife; and confequently, that it 'vv-fc 
abfurd to fuppofe him a fabulous perfon, any more Aan 
his defoendents Uranus, Saturn, and the reft of the ^Titan 
princes. And as for the Ccltes being defeended^ from 
them, we find it exprefsly affirmed by a very anciept au- 
thor who wa^ no friend to the Celtes or Gauls, and 
yet he fays, that the k^Ktoi %vere ^^i^tyovot T/tap*?, the de- 
feendents or late pofterity of the Titans. If it be objeft- 
ed, that the druids, in Csefar's time, boafted of their de- 
feent from Dis, or Pluto it will appear that he alfo was 
a Titan prince, who had the weftern part of the empire, 
that is Europe, for his fhare, whilft Jupiter kept the 
eaftern part to himfelf; fo that both Caefar and Calli- 
machus agree in the main point. Pluto being the great 
grandfon of Acmon, the firll prince of note of the Go- 
merian or Titanic race. 

This prince was the fon of Mon, Man, or Maneus ; 
and his name Acmon, or perhaps rather Ack-Man feems 
to imply as much. He is fuppofed to have lived in the 
days of Terah, the father of Abraham ; fo that including 
Maneus in the lift, we have a fucceffion of fix Titan 
princes, whofe government, according to him, lafted 
about three hundred years % and are as follows, 

Man or Maneus Saturn 

Acmon Jupiter 

Uranus Theutat. 


Maneus* 


We have already mentioned how impoffible it is to ad- 
jwft the chronology of thefe princes; and What Pezrdn 
has faid upon the fubjeff, feems vague and uncertain. 

We have nothing recorded eoncerning Maneus, hut 
that hi^ is reported to have been the father of Acmon *. 


u PeEron.cIrap. vh. ^ Byxant. ubi fupra. * CaU 

itmach. H^mn. in Belem, rer. 170, & fcq. X Vide C»f. 

Comment in lib. vi. ^ Pearon, ^Fdlyhift. 

dp. Byzant. Aib voce Aornon. 


Con- 
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Concerning Acmon, if he be the fame with the Elioti 
of Sanchoniatho, as this author makes him the father of 
Uranus, who was therefore called Acmonides, or the fon 
of Acinon ; we have nothing particular, except that he 
had a fon ifamed Epigeus Autochton, called afterwards 
Ouranus *, and that being killed by a wild bead, he was 
afterv^'ards deified and worfliipped by his defcendents 

Uranus, according to the fame ancient author, fuc- 
ceeded his father, and married his own filler Fh, Ge, or 
ih^^rth (F), by whom he had four fons, the cldeft of 
whc^jn, called Ifus or Chronus, afterwards Saturn, alfo 
fuccecded him. Sanchoniatho obferves that he had two 
other j names, and that* that of Ouranus was not given 
him ijill afterwards ; but though he knew not the reafon 
of it, yet if we attend to the Celtic etymology, ur or our, 
fiman^ and en, heaven \ it will appear highly probable that 
he was called our-en, a man of heaven^ from his being 
very much addicted to the ftudy of aftronomy, and aftro- 
logy. This appellation the Greeks might eafily convert 
into Uranus or Ouranus, if not wholly derive that word 
from his name. We pafs by many fabulous particulars, 
which have been invented of him by the Greeks, and 
other writers, and fliall only add, that his new conquefts 
in Afia and Europe feem to have been owing rather to his 
ambition than to his magic j to his policy, than to his 
ikill in aftrologlcal preditlions. How long he reigned wc 
are not told, but after having enlarged his dominions, he 
had the misfortune to be deprived of his kingdom and li- 
berty, if not of his life, by his ambitious fon and fucceflTor 
Saturn, who fent him into clofc confinement, where he 
either died with grief, or was difpatched by Saturn’s 
order. 

Saturn, furnamed Chronos, or Cronos, is faid by San- 
choniatho to have been the eldeft fon of Uranus, whilft 
other authors affirm him to have been the youngefl of 
all " ; and that his eldeft brother, who was called Titan, 
did for a long while conteft the crown with him, till be- 
ing at length overpowered, he was forced to fubmit. 

b Sanchionath. lib. iii. • ^ Hefiod, in Theogn. Apollon, 

lib. i. cap. I. & al. Vide Fez. chap, lo, 

(F) It Is obfervable rhat the Celtic Tit, which fignifies the 
Greeks who have tranflated fame thing. We nnil find 
this name l^av e alfo retained many more fuch G-reek names 
^ ^cient appellai7ar-of Ti- in the fequel, which are pal- 
tea, which is derived from the pably of Celtic cxtraflion, 

• Saturn 


Acm99m 


l/ramu* 


called* 


Depfed hj 
Saturn, 


Saturn, 
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Saturn is fuppofed to have been the firft who took upon 
him the regal dignity 5 for, we are told **, that all his 
predeccflbrs, down to Uranus, had contented thehifelveS 
with the title of princes ; and an l^ncient father tells us % 
upon the authority of Perecydes, that Saturrt^was the firft 
that wore the diadem, whence he is fuppofed to have been 
furnamed Cronus, which in the Celtic fignifies rroiuw* 
ed(G). He likewife obftrves in another place, that he 
much delighted in wearing a red clokc, or a fhort coat 
fhe Gallatic dye, from which perhaps came alfo Xoe 
royal purple, fo much worn by kings and perfons Of the 
higheft rank (H). ^ ^ 

Saturn, though he was no lefs politic and crafty than 
prone to ambition, could not fo well conceal his tr/eafon* 
able defigns, but that Uranus had fome fufpicion of them 9 
arid, to be beforehand, with him, difpatched his daughter 
Rhea to make away with him by fome private means. 
But, Saturn, who perhaps was apprised by his mother 
Titea, whofe jealoufy had fo far tranfported her, as to 
encourage him, if not to infpire him with the firft defign 
of this unnatural rebellion, foon found a way not only to 
divert her from her enterprize, but to bring her over to 
his fide. This incident caufed an open rupture* in which 
Saturn, after a conteft of feveral years, proving the 
ftronger of the two, imprifoned his father, and made 
himfelf abfolute; after which fuccefs, it is fuppofed, that 
not being contented with the title of prince, he aflumed 
that of king *, and indeed if it he true, that he had in- 
larged his dominions, not only in Afia, hut in Europe, 
as far as Spain, and gained alfo fome provinces in Africa^ 


■1 Vid.Enn.ap. Laflant. lib. i 
Coron. cap. 17. 

(G) That of Saturn, which 
fome have abfurdly derived 
from the Hebrew fatar, to hidc^ 
becaufe he went and concealed 
himfelf in Italy from his fon 
Jupiter, is more naturally de- 
duced from the Phrygian Sa- 
turn, or rather Sadorn, which 
fignifies firong and potent; for 
fo he really was, till weakened 
by hit fon^ unnatural rebel- 
U^. Sanchoniatho gives him 
the name of II or Hot, which 
wy be properly CBOugh de- 


cap. 13. ® Tertull.de 

X 

rived from the Hebrew word 
cl, which fignifies firong and 
mighty^ and is in that tongue 
one of the names of God. 

(H) Saturn being fuppofed 
to have dwelt in Phrygia, part 
of which was afterwards called 
Galatia ; Pezron obferves, that 
this country being very famous 
for dying that colour, the 
Greek kokxpj, and Latin coc- 
cus, mayjiarura%’ ba-4^ived 
from “fhe Celtic coch, 
fignifies red^ 


a l^s 



337 


• The Hijlofy of the Celks, 

a lefs title than this could not well fuit his ambitious 
mind. 

He had two notable counfellors, befides his mother, one His tnvo 
from his youth named Hermes Trefmegiftus, a great phi- 
lofopher and confummate politician ; fome add, that he 
was alfo a great conjurer 5 the other M^as his fifter Rhea, 
whom he afterwards made his wife. Thefe three fo far 
prev'ailed upon the princes and grandees of the court, 
and efpecially upon his other brothers, with their addrefs 
Vind munificence, that they all came into his party, fo 
that it is no wonder if his dominions and conquefts vaftly 
‘exceeded thofe of his predeceflbrs, and himfelf proved 
fo fuccefsful both at hcJme and abroad. But his happinefs 
was interrupted many different ways : he was extremely 
jealous of his children ; he had dethroned his own fa- 
ther, and could not be without fear, left his crime fhould 
be punifhed in the fame manner. This apprehenfion 
mane him facrifice them to his jealous guilt, as fome 
think, or as others believe to the ghoft of his father. He 
was extremely addifted to fuperftition and divinations, and 
it is not improbable that his diviners might increafe his 
fufpicions, by foretelling that he was in danger of being 
dethroned by fome of them, as he really was by Jupiter. 

He had dill another private enemy to ward againft, name- 
ly, his brother Titan, who, though forced to yield to him, 
at lead in appearance, might in time find means to try 
his fortune again. But perhaps his mind v^^as fo intent 
upon his children, that he wholly negle£led his brother. 

This circurndance at length afforded Titan an opportunity 
of furpiifing him and his wife Rhea, whom he imme- 
diately conveyed into fome province of Afia ; and he kept 
Saturn himfelf in clofe confinement till his fon Jupiter Refeuedhj 
came with a confiderable army of Cretans, and redored Jupiter, 
bis captive parents to their liberty and kingdom. 

What we have obferved concerning Saturn’s jealous Jealoufy of 
temper and cruelty to his children, mud, in all probability, 
have been the reafon that induced his wife Rhea to 
take fuch pains to preferve her younged fon Jupiter, by 
concealing her pregnancy from her hufband ; by being de- 
livered of him in one pUce, and fending him privately to 
be educated in another (I). This aftion therefore of 

Jupitel’, 

*' 

(I) Authors are not agreed that he was born in that ifland 
' TIT? }/lace Jupiter’s on Mount Ida ; and Callima- 
^Dirtb. The Cretan’s pretended chus, who give* them t^c title 
.VoL.IV. Z of ^ 
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Jupiter, pious and generous as it was, rather increafed 
than difpelled his jealoufy. His furprize to find himfelf 
over-reached by his wife, and to fee his fon, whom he 
did not dream of, not only grown into years, but of cou- 
rage and ftrength fufficient to overcome his enemies, made 
him fear lell he fhould in time deprive him, with the 
fame facility, of his kingdom and life. Laftantius adds, 
upon the authority of Evemerus, that he went to confult 
the oracle which cautioned him to beware of his fon Ju- 
piter, by whom he ran a great rifque of being dethronedr' 
Defeated Thus warned, he entered Crete with an armyj for his 
bj him, fon had again retired thither, after having atchieved his de- 
liverance j but Saturn foon found that the Cretans were 
all in his Ton’s intereft, and that among them, his own 
perfon was not fecure. This confideration obliged him to 
return into that part of Greece fince called Peloponnefus, 
whither Jupiter, enraged at his cruel defign, follow^ed 
him with an army, and forced him to retire into Italy. 
Janus was then king of the aborigines, who may either 
have been of Celtic extraftion, or upon fome other ac- 
Ketires in- count friends to the Titans. However, that good old 
tQ Italy, ]^ipg gave him a kind reception, and even admitted him 
into a kind of partnerfliip with him in the kingdom^*, fo 
that the region where Saturn reigned, adjoining to the 
Tiber, was from him called Saturnia. How long he lived 
there, and what became of him, it is impoflible to guefs, 
except that his tomb being Ihewed in Sicily, may induce 
one to fuppofe that he retired to that ifland, where he 
ended his days®. 

Jupiter Jupiter, or, as he was rightly called Jou (K), becaufe 
nvars'witk he was the youngefl of Saturn’s children 5 did not how- 
thi Titans, 

f Tertul. Apolog. uhi fupra. t Philocr. apud Clem, 

Alexand, Admonit. ad Gent. 

of liars for having forged his alfo called by way of excel- 
tomb there alfo, becaufe fuch lence the Sacred Top, and the 
a god as he could not die, yet Puerperium, or place ofRhea's 
abfurdly enough, owns him to lying-in. As for the Cretans, 
have been born, and affirms they might be eafily led into 
the place to have been Mount the^ belief of his being born 
Lycflcus, in Arcadia. The among them, becaufe he had 
latter may be the more pro- been conveyed and brought up 
bableofthe two. The hymn- there with the utmoft privacy 
id adds, that it was lince held from his very infancy, 
fp facred, that no woman dared (K) TJie irregEndHtt^^j^n 
to approach the place. It was of his name into Jovis, 

(hews 
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erer enjoy his kingdom peaceably. His uncle Titan, or 
perhaps one of his fons, having probably found means to 
flrengthea his party, whilft Jupiter was employed againft 
his own father) excited a war againft him, which con- 
tinued to rag^e ten years, with the utmoft fury on both 
fides, both Idy fea and land, and did not end but with 
the total overthrow of Titan and his army. 

This war feems to be the true origin of the fabulous 
war of the giants or Titans againft the gods, which the 
poets have fo interwoven with their inventions, that it 
is fcarcely poflible to difcover the truth. This final over- 
throw was given them near the ancient city of Tartefa in 
Spain, a fea^^port town to the north of Cadiz ^ : thither 
it feems Jupiter went in perfon with a great fleet, and a 
powerful army, and having brought over fome of their 
confederates to his fide, and gained this fignal viftory, 
he reigned very peaceably to the end of his life. 

Jupiter after the example of his predeceflbrs married 
his own fifter Juno. But as he was feldom without fome 
amorous intrigues with other women, by whom he had a 
numerous iflTue, he was forced to bear with many morti- 
fications from his jealous and revengeful queen. On the 
other hand he did not follow his pleafures fo clofe, but 
that he allowed himfelf proper feafons for the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice throughout the many provinces of his king- 
dom ; and efpecially in extirpating robbers and banditti, 
who fheltered themfelves in the forefts of Theflaly, Mace- 
donia, and Illyria, where they committed the moft horrid 
outrages. But, as he had made Mount Olympus one 
of the moft delightful parts ofThefl'aly, his chief refidence, 

^ Tertul. Apolog. Scholiall. in Iliad viii. ad v erf. 479. ap. Pez- 
ron, cap, 11. i Evemer. ap, La£lanr. Inflitut. lib. i, cap, lo. 

fhevvs it plainly. It is there- name of Jou, when he came 
fore abfurd to derive it, as Ci- to be worfliipped as the greateft 
cero doth, upon the authority of the gods, 
of Varro, from Juvan’s Pater, Accordingly we find that the 
which the inflexion will not ancient Latins did not write 
admit of; when the Celtic Jou, his name Jupiter, but Jaopiter, 
or as we pronounced it Joo, Joupiter, and Japiter, But the 
which lignifies youngs is In all Celtic has llill preferved his an- 
refpefts fo much nearer to it ; cient name of Jou, and call 
and Jupiter feems plainly to be Thurfday, or the Dies.Jovis of 
thefame with Jou-pater, which the Romans, Diz-jou, and Di- 
lafl was added to his former jou, the day of Jove (a), 

(1) Vide Pezron, cap. ii. 
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he was under a kind of neceffity fo rid thofe countriet 
of fucb vermin, that his fubjefts might have the freer 
accefo to his court. 

He is affirmed to have divided his kingdom, and to 
have given the wetlern, or European part^of it, to his 
uncle Dis, or Pluto, furnamed alfo Agefilaus (L), whiHt 
he himfelf kept the Afiatic, or eaftern divifion. He be- 
ftowed fome part of Africa on his nephew Atlas, but hav- 
ing afterwards either conceived fame jealoufy of him, or 
dete(i^ed him in fome treafonable defign, he caufed him to 
be put to death. 

'Phis Atlas had a daughter named Maia, or Flowery, 
whofe beauty Jupiter was not proof againft, but he could 
not obt.iin her upon any other condition than that of mar- 
riage. By her he had iifon named Theutat, or Mercury, 
of whom we fliall fpeak hereafter. This marriage failed 
not to enrage Juno, who was ever plotting againft him. 
We cannot guefs whether Atlas had been unfortunately 
drawn into fome rebellion by the jealous queen; but Ju- 
piter is by fome accufed of having degenerated into a kind 
of tyrant, through the continual feditions which fhe raifed 
againft him, which yet he found means to difeover and 
defeat 

On the other hind the Cretan hiftorians extolled his 
virtues to the Ikies. Diodorus Siculus, and Ennius, upon 
their nuthnrity, bedow the greateft encomiums on him 
for his ftrengtli, valour, prudence, juftice, for his en- 
couraging leainlng and virtue, and punifhing injuries, 
violence and robberies, as well as for his many wholefomc 
laws and regulations. He lived a hundred and twenty 
years, of whleh having reigned fixty-two, this great 
hero refigned his breath like other men, and was buried 
by the curetes in the ille of Crete, and in the city of Gnof- 
fiis, where his ions creiSlcd a ftately monument, v hich 
was llicwn manv ages afterwards by the inhabitants k 
Hisfon Cres, nr Cret (from whom the ifland of Crete is 
fuppofed to have had its name, cret, in Celtic, Cgnifying 
hold And darinff,} was then at the head of the curcjtes, and 
performed the Jafl devoirs to his father, after which he 

^ Pezrbn. & ah ea citat, J Cicer. Evemer. ap Lac- 

tant. iib. i. cap. 1 1, & al. 

(E) Jupiter’s having the do- gave rife to the fable importing 
minion of the eaft, or fun-rif- that the former W as th^ l ord of 
ing, as Pluto had that of the heaven, and the latter 
weft, or fun-fetting, probably Infernal region®, 

alTumcd 
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sflumed the reins of government in that iiland How the 
remainder of his kingdom was divided among the reft of his 
fucceflbrs, we cannot explain; but we find that his fon 
Theutat, or Mercury, had the weftcrn part afligncd ro 
him, probaUy after the death of his uncle Dis, or Pluto 

Mercury is allowed, by all antiquity, to have been the 
fon of Jupiter by Maia. We have given already the ety- 
mon of thofe two names. The Greeks called him 
Hermes (M), and the Latins, Faunus. He was famed for 
his learning, and efpecially for his ikill in auguries, ma- 
gic, and philofophy. He was atVivc, courageous, and 
eloquent; and fo prudent that he always adhered to his 
father’s intereft, For'all thefc good qualities he became 
his chief favourite and counfcllor, and was alfo, by the 
fabulous writers, affirmed to be the interpreter of the gods. 
An ancient father tells us, that he went down into 
Egypt to penetrate farther irfto their myllerious arts and 
fciences, and that, at his return, he afl'unied the name of 
Theutat It was, probably, from the Egyptians that he 
learned the art of melting, refining, calling, and working 
metals, which art he is faid to have firft brought into Eu- 
rope. He not only taught them mcfallurgy, but alfo how 
to make an advantageous traffick into other countries, lor 
which he had the furname of Merk-ur, or Mercury. 
This great improv^ement, which coulil not but endear him 
to his fubje£ls, gave him an opportunity of poliftiing that 
rude and cruel nation, which, till then, feems to have made 
the trade of war and plunder their chief ftudy and delight. 
He gave them a body of laws, cncouragcil the liberal 
arts and fciences, and carelTed the foreigners who flocked 
into his dominions, efpecially thofe vffio brought along 
with them any curious arts. Thus, by his addrefs and 
eloquence, he fo civilized and improved his fubjecls, that 
his name was ftill dear to them in Cicfar’s cimC) who 
tells us, that he was held in veneration above all other 
gods, and had ftatues and altars reared to his honour in 
every town and village p. 

Some attribute the invention of the Olympic games to 
him, others aferibe them to Hercules ; but, if raufauias 

ra Vide Pezron. ibid. * Said, fub voc. nx^rof. Chronic. Alcx- 
and. ubi fupra. » Cyril. Alexand. lib. cont. Julian. PDe 
Bell, Gall. lib. vi. cap. i6. 

(M) Which name comes, have outdone all his anceftors 
' from the Celtic, in the knowlege and conftant 
Sfmes, which fignifies praflice of that art. 

fion. For Mercury feems to 
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be right, they muft have been much older, fince he tells 
us, that Saturn and Jupiter had wreflled together at their 
celebration They may, however, be fuppofed to have 
made fome confiderable improvements in them, each ac- 
cording to his particular talent, and thereby' eclipfed the 
memory of their firfl inventor. He reigned, according 
to the Alexandrian Chronicle, thirty-four years'; but 
whether or not his life ended with his reign, it is not eafy 
to determine. Suidas'and the above mentioned Chro- 
nicle fay, that his brothers being grown jealous of his 
fuperior power and merit, formed fuch a confpiracy againft 
his life, that he found himfelf under a neceffity of fecur- 
ing all his treafure, and retiring into Egypt, where he 
fpentthe remainder of his days in peace. On the other ^ 
hand Livy acquaints us S that there was a large tomb near 
New Carthage, in the time of Scipio and Hannibal, which 
was called the tomb of Mercury Teutat ; and this would 
incline one to believe that he died in his own dominions. 
We are no lefs in the dark about the condition of his 
kingdom from his death to its conquefl: by the Romans, 
except that the unweildinefs of fo vaft an empire probably 
caufed it to fpllt into many petty kingdoms under fome of 
his fucceffors. This was at lead: the cafe in which the 
Roman conqueror found them, when he invaded the Cel- 
tic territories. 

Thefe inteftine divlfions having once weakened the 
ftrength of this large empire, not only the maritime parts 
became a prey to their warlike neighbours, but their fron- 
tier provinces likewife. Among the firft Iberia, or Spain 
was difmembered from it by the Carthaginians, from 
whom it paired to the Romans, together with the fouth- 
ern provinces, fince called Gallia Narbonenfis, and the 
provinces on the other fide the Alps. The Scythians, it is 
likely, alfo encroached upon them on the north fide, and 
very probably feized uponthat part of their territories which 
w'as afterwards called Scythia in Europe, and drove them 
quite to the hither fide of the Danube, For, it feems mofl; 
natural, that in their firfl: migrations, the fame boundaries 
which parted Europe from Afia, alfo feparated the Celtic 
and Sevthian dominions. However that be, and whether 
through the conquering fword of their neighbours, pr 
through their inteftine wars, or want of fuflicient room, 
or whatever other motive might occafion it, certain it is, 
that feveral powerful colonies of thofe Celte s. m G^ ls. 

s Lib. viii. qai eft Arcadicor. ' Sub voc, 

f Rift. Lib, xxii. cap. 44. * 

returned 
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returned into Lefler Afia, where, finding almoft cveqf 
where fome ancient monuments of their progenitors, they 
fettled in feveral parts of it by force, and bcftowed upon 
them fome of their new-gotten names ; fuch as Galatia, 
Parthia, Sacgaceiie, and others, without which it would 
be impofTible* to diftinguifh thefe latter excurfions and ex- 
ploits,, from thofe by which they had fignalized themfelvei 
before their migration into Europe. 


SECT. V. 


The Geography of Scythia,^ 

"tJ O W this prodigious traft of land acquired, at firft, Scythia^ 
the name of Scythia, we cannot pretend to deter- 
mine. We have but two tolerable conjeftures to offer ; 
the firft is, that which derives the name from the Greek 
which expreffes the fiercenefs of their coun- 
tenance and natural temper ; and the other, which de- 
rives it from the Teutonic word fcheten, or ftiuten, to 
Jhoot^ at which art this nation is affirmed, by Herodotus, 

Lucian, and others*, to have been fo fingularly expert, 
that this name is fuppofed to have been emphatically 
given them on that account; fo that, according to this 
fuppofition, the word Scythian properly fignifics a great 
Jhooter or archer. As the Tartars and Mufcovites called 
themfelves Mogli, fuppofed an abbreviation of Magogli, 
the fons of Magog ; that of Scythian might be either given 
to them by other nations, or perhaps by the Celtes, whofe 
language did not originally differ much either from the 
Scythian or Teutonic, 

This vaft territory, which extends from the Ifter, or FaftepettnU 
Danube, the boundary of the Ccites, that is, from about 
the twenty-fifth to almoft the hundred and tenth degree of 
eaft longitude, was divided into Scythia in Europe, and 
Scythia in Afia, including, however, the two Sarmatias, 
or, as they are called by the Greeks, Sauromatias, now 
the Circaffian Tartary, which lay between, and fevered 
the two Scythias from each other. Sauromatia was alfo 
diftinguifhed into European and Afiatic, divided from the 
European Scythia by the river Don, or Tanais, which falls 
into the Falus Macotis, and from the Afiatic by the Rha, 
now Volga, which empties Itfelf into the Cafpian Sea 
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But tVie Sarmatians 'differed fo little from the Scytliians in 
their language, religion, and cuftoms, if we may believe 
Herodotus that we may reafonably fuppofc them to have 
been originally a branch of that nation, if not their very 
defeendents by the Amazons, with whom, » that author 
tells us, they intermarried, and begot the Sarmatian off-' 
fpring. But the former opinion feems the moft probable, 
when we confider how eafy, fhort, and regular, their 
migration into that country was from the place of their 
firll fettingout ; and we find in the very center, between 
Armenia and Sarmatia, a large province called Iberia, 
which is much more likely to Le that which Jofephus 
tells us was peopled by Tubal, the brother of Gorr 'r and 
Magog, than the Celtiberia of Spain. 

Upon the whole then we may fafely venture to fay, that 
the two Scythias were only parted by the boundaries of 
Europe and Afia, that is by the river Tanais, defeending, 
as is fuppofed, from the Riphean mountains into the 
Palus Mteotis. For, beyond thofe mountains northward, 
the Scythians did not advance into any of thofe remote 
regions, fo that thefe were the proper confines of the 
Afiatic Scythia on the weft. The northern boundaries 
reached to the Hyperborean or Frozen Sea, called alfo by 
the ancients, the Scythian Sea, the Cronian, Amalchian, 
or Almachian, the Dead Sea, and by feme other names 
equally expreflive of extreme cold and ice. On the eaft, 
they are fuppofed to have extended to the promontory of 
Tabis, and to have been bounded by the Caflian mountains, 
which parted Scythia from the kingdom of Seres, now 
Cattai, or Northern China 5 and even this laft was by 
fome of the ancients taken for part of Eaftern Scythia ; 
fo that on that fide it had no other boundaries, according 
to Ptolemy, than the unknown trr ts beyond 1 ., and on 
the fouth it was bounded by the Eoum or Indian Sea, and 
by Mount Caucafus, and ehe Cafpian 

As to the more northern p'^rts of Scythia, its extreme 
coldnefs rendered it uninha’^ ’table, by any but wolves, 
and other wild beafts; and this is probably the reafon 
why they feem to have been unknown to the ancients be- 
yond the 50th degree north. Alhthat reached farther waa 
called Terra Incognita; and their notion of its being fur- 
rounded by the Hyperborean, or Northern Ocean, they 
feem rather to have had from conjeffure, than from expe- 

V Herodot. lib. iv. ■ Ptolm. ubi fupra. Mela, Ito^ 
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ricnce. But the fouthern regions, with which they were 
better acquainted, they divided into three parts, namely, 
Scythia within, and Scythia without, or beyond Imaus, 
and Sarmatia, which lay between the former and the Eu- 
ropean Scythia, which was either a branch of the Scythian 
nation, or had been by fome means fo blended with it, 
that it differed in little or nothing from it except the 
name. Accordingly, Ptolemy bounds the Scythia on this 
fide Imaus on the weft, by the Afiatic Sarmatia on the 
eaft, by the Imaus above mentioned on the north, by the 
Terra Incog^'ta on the fouth, and fouth-eaft by the coun- 
try of the >ack?., Sogdiana, and Margiana. The moft 
confider : r tains* he reckons in this part are the 

^Alaini Pth^mmiL., tne Norohu^, the Afpifii, Tapurinl, Sy- 
bees, and Anareir The nations which inhabited it, ac- 
cording- to the fame ancient geographer, were, i. The 
Alani Scythoe, 2. The Suobeni^ 3, Alanorfi, 4. Soetiani, 

5. Maflki, 6. Syebi, 7. TeiQofages, 8. Rhobofei, 9, At 
mani, 10. Paniardi, 1 1. Canodifpas, 12. Orgafi, 13. E- 
rymi^ 14. Afiotae, 15. Aorfi, 16. Jaxartae, 17. Mologeni, 

18. Samnitae, 19, Coraxi, 20. Zaratae, 21. Sazones, 

22. Tybiacae, 23- Tabieni, 24. Jaftre, 25. Marchetegi, 

26. Norofbes, 27. Noroffi, 28. Cachaga-Scythae, 29. Af- 
pafii, or Afpifii-Scytha:, 30. Galaftophagi, 31. Tapurei, 

32. Anarici, 33. Afiotamx, 34. Ariacae, 35, Namaftse, 

36. Sogarancae, and 37. Rhibii, among all which he men- 
tions but one city, viz. that of Davaba. 

The Scythia beyond Imaus, according to the fame geo- 
grapher, contained only the feven following nations or coun- 
tries, viz. I. The Abii-Scythae, 2. Hyppophagi-Scythac, 

3. Auzacitis-Regio, 4. Caiia-Regio, 5. Uhatae-Scythae, 

6 Achuffa-Regio, an' 7. Chauranaei-Sc^hae ; and to this 
part he allots the four following cities, i. Auzacia, 2. If- 
fedon Scythica, 3. Chaurana, and 4. Socta Mela gives 
the Scythians much the fame extent and boundaries. As 
for the Scythia-Ppntica. fince called Moefia by the Greeks, 
it doth not properly belong to ibis article. 

The Afiatij Scychia therefore, comprehended in gene- Afiatk 
ral Great Tartary and Ruffia in Alia, and in particular 
the Scythia beyond, or without Imaus, contained the re- 
gions of Bogdoi, or Oftisepi, and Tanguti. That within, 
or on this fide Imaus, had Tnriceftan and Mongal, the Uf- 
bak, or Zagatai, Silmiic ami Magaian Tartars, b^es Si^ 

4)if ifcc S a moacdci , and Nova Zembla. Thefe 

three 



346 


Sraj, 

rivnj, 


European 

Styihia, 


Other dt- 
nn Ikons »f 


The Hiftory of the Scythians, 

three laft mentioned countries not being fo foon inha- 
bited as the former, as may be reafonably fuppofed, were 
wholly unknown to the ancients, and the former ^\"e^e 
peopled by the Baftrians, Sogdians, Gandari, Sacks, and 
MalTagetes. As for Sarmatia, it contained Albania, Ibe- 
ria, and Colchis, which now conftitutc the Circaflian Tar- 
lary, and the province of Georgia. 

Other feas, befides the Frozen and Indian Ocean, were 
the Cafpian, and the Euxine, or Black Sea, and the Palus 
M^eotis, Mountains of note were Taurus, Imaus, and 
Caucafus : the firft, beginning in the province of Alia 
Minor, called Pamphilia, runs eaftward through Afia, and 
divides it into two parts, the Northern and Southern. 
The fecond lies in Scythia, or the Greater Tartary ; and_ 
the third between the Cafpian and the Euxine Sea Its 
rivers, befides thofe we have occafionally mentioned, 
namely, the Rha or Volga, and Tanais or Don, arc the 
Oby, Lena, Amur, and Helum ; the latter of which is 
fuppofed to be the Quentung or Shengal j all thefe are in 
Great Tartary. To thefe we may add the Jaxartes, now 
Jacick, and the Oxus ; thefe empty themfelves into the 
Cafpian Sea *, in this fea there were likewife feme iflands, 
hot diftinguifhed by any particular names, but commonly 
- called by that of the Scythian Iflands. 

Scythia in Europe, whofe confines we have already 
fixed eaftward from the Tanais, reached towards the fouth- 
weft to the Po and the Alps, by which it was divided 
from the Celtes, or Celto-Gallia, and by the Rhine north- 
ward. It was bounded on the fouth by the Ifter, or Da- 
nube, and the Euxine Sea. But, with regard to thofe 
points, they muft be fuppofed to have been in a conftant 
fluftuation, the Celtes and Scythians being ever encroach- 
ing upon each other, whenever they had power and oppor- 
tunity. As to its northern limits, though it is not eafy to 
guefs at them, they have been fuppofed to ftretch to the 
ipring heads of the Boryfthenes or Nieper, and the Rha 
or Volga, and fo to that of the Tanais. 

The ancients divided this country into Scythia Arimaf- 
psea, which lay eaftward, joining to Scythia in Afia, and 
Sarmatia Europeana, on the weil ; thefe two were conti- 
guous to each other, and ftretched fome length from 
north to fouth, but what divided them afunder is not eafy 
to difeover. In Scythia, properly lb called, were the ArL 

^Gcogr, lib. vi, rap, 14. Vide & Wells, iibi fupra, 

» Vide Mtl. lib, ii. cap. ip Culver, Cellar*. & 
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mafpsei on the north ; the Gcttac, orDacianj, along the Da- 
nube, on the fouth ; and the Neuii between thofe two. 

So that it contained the European Ruffia, or Mufcovy, and 
the LefTer Grim Tartary eaftward, and on the weft Li- 
thuania, Polapd, part of Hungary, Tranfylvania, Valachia, 

Bulgaria, and Moldavia. Sarmatia is fuppofed to have 
reached northward to that part of Swedcland called Fc- 
ningia, now Finland, in which they placed the Occnes, 

Panoti, and Hippopodes (N) : this part they divided from 
Northern Germany, now the weft part of Sweden and 
Norway, by the Marc Sarmaticum, or Scythicum, which 
tliey fuppofed run up into the Northern Ocean, and di- 
viding Lapland into two* parts, made the weftern parts of 
Sweden, with Norway, into an ifland, and Finland into 
another ; fuppofing this alfo to be cut olF from the con- 
tinent, by the gulf of that name. 

This Scythia had no other fea*than the Sarmatian men- hsfeas, 
tioned before, now called the Baltic, with the Gulfs of rivtrs^^c^ 
Bothnia and Finland, and the White Sea joining to the 
Northern Ocean, all unknown to the ancients, if we ex- 
cept the Euxine and Palus Maeotis, which bounded it on 
the fouth. Lakes of any conhderation we find not, ex- 
cept thofe of Ladoga and Onega, in Finland, which were 

(N) Thefe Ooenians werefo furdly believed by fome of the 
called, for living mofily upon ancients, but rather, as Bo- 
the eggs of their fea-fowl, chart jufily conjedtures, be- 
whichthey eat with oaten cakes, caufe they were fuch excellent 
The Hippopodes were fup- archers, at wdiich exercife it is 
pofed to be fo called from neceflary to fliut one eye, that 
iheir having feet like horfes, or the nick-name of one-eyed was 
from their going barefoot, and given them ii)>on that account, 
hardening their feet like horfcB To thefe we may add the 
hoofs. The Panoti were fo mountaineers, who are affirmed 
called from the largenefs of to have been bald from their 
their ears, which were fuch, infancy; and another fort, 
that they could cover their which had goat’s feet, not un- 
whole body with them inftead like the fabulous fatyrs, bc- 
of other raiment. Some other fides fome monftrous animals, 
monftrous people and creatures among which were reckoned 
are alfo mentioned by Herodo- the griffins, who digged up, 
tus : of the firfi fort are the aqd guarded the golden ore, or 
Arimafpoeans, fo called from duft, all v^^hich fables ftxevv how 
the Scythian arima, one, and little was known of thofe Vegi** 

Spon, ^e: not becaufe they ons at that time (i). 
h 04! but pne eye, as was ab- 

(i) Herodot. lib. ivi 


therefore 
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Aerefore unknown to the ancient Sarmatlans. Their 
chief rivers were on the fouth, the Donctz or Little Ta- 
nais, Borifthenes or Nieper, Bog, Tyras or Nieller, and 
the Ifter or Danube, all which emptied themfelves into 
the Euxine; and on the north*eaft, the Grcat and Little 
Dwinna, which empty themfelves, the firft into the White 
Sea, and the other into the Gulf of Finland, and there- 
fore not known to the ancients; and the Viftula on the 
weft, which runs into the Scythian Sea, and divided Sar- 
matia from Germany, 

ixttnt 0/ whole extent therefore of both Scythias, including 

h9ih Scy^ the two Sarmatias, reached in longitude from the 20th to 

t/tias, the 85th degree, or even beyond, and from the Alps to 

the Promontory of Tabis, and Streight of Anian ; anrf^in 
latitude, from Caucafus to the artic circle, above 28 
degrees. Herodotus indeed tells us, that the Hyperbo- 
reans were not of Scythian race, but another kind of peo- 
ple, one fort of which were Androphagi, or ?nen^eatersy 
fierce and cruel j and another, namely, the Baldheads, or 
Argrippeans, a wife and peaceable people, efteemed fa- 
cred’by all their neighbours ; but he fpeaks of all thofe 
remote nations only by report, and with fuch diffidence, 
that he rather confirms what we faid before, that thofe 
regions were moft likely unknown, if not uninhabited. 

Cities we find none in either Scythia, except the five 
lately mentioned out of Ptolemy, and thefe feem to have 
heen built at leaft fome time fince Herodotus, who doth 
not fo much as fpeak of even any metropolis, though he 
takes notice of a confiderable branch of Scythians, called 
Royal Scythians, whom he places along the banks of the 
Tanais, which river divides them, he fays, from the 
Afiatic Sarmatians ^ 

SECT. VI. 

The Antiquity^ Government^ Laws^ Religion^ Cuftoms^ 
Learnings Arts^ and T radoz of the Ancient Scythians, 

Gn;er»m A been met Math concerning the antiquity 

of this nation, has been already mentioned in the firlt 
feftion of this chapter. How Toon they began to fettle 
themfelves into a regular government, is impoffible to 
guefs, as of what kind it was. It appears, however, from 

h Lib. X. p. 356- & feq. L’utlcbur, edit, 2. vid, & Mell, lib. iir 
sap. 9. ^ Herod, p, 372, 
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what we have already hinted out of Herodotus, that one 
or two tribes at leaft, that is, the royal and free Scythians, 
were under a kind of monarchy, and that thefc two madd 
a much greater figure than all the reft. 

Herodotus tells us, that in procefs of*time, when the 
Scythians were like to be invaded by Darius, the king find- 
ing himfelf unable to make head againft the invader, in- 
vited all the Scythian princes, namely, thofeof thcTaurians, 
Agathirfians, Neurians, Androphages, Mclanchla:nians, 
Budians, and Sarmatians, to come to his alTiftance ; all 
thefc feem to have been different branches of the fame 
ffock, but by this time they differed much in their man- 
ners and cuftoms. The'rcfult of this fuinmons was, that 
thtTthree lafl named nations joined with the king of Scy- 
thia, but the others refufed to affifl him, under pretence 
that he was the firft aggreffor. Hence we conclude, that 
they had fhaken off the yoke of 'the royal Scythians fome 
confiderable time before. We (hall fpeak more particu- 
larly of thefe eight tribes or nations in another place ; at 
prefent we confine ourfelves to the royal and free Scythians, 
as being the moil confiderable, and the bed known. 

What their laws were, we can only guefs from the ex- 
cellent character that is given of that nation by ancient 
hiftorians. Such indeed feem to have been their juilice, 
temperance, contempt of riches and luxury, and fo fimple 
and prirditive their way of living, that they could not fland 
in need of a great number of laws. Jullin fums up their 
charadler in words to this erTe£l : The Scythians were a 
nation, which, though inured to labour, fierce in war, 
and of prodigious ftrength, yet could fo well mafter their 
affections, that they made no other ufe of their vidlories, 
than to increafe their fame. Theft among them was 
reckoned fo great a crime, and was fo feverely punifhed, 
that they could let their numerous flocks wander from 
place to place without danger of lofing them, Thefe they 
efteemed their greateft wealth, living upon their milk, and 
cloathing themfelves with their (kins. Inftead of houfes, 
they ufed to convey their wives and children about in co- 
vered waggons, drawn either by horfes or oxen, and made 
capacious enough to carry-all their other furniture. Gold, 
Clver, diamonds, pearls, and other coftly (tones, were as 
much defpifed by them, as they were efteemed by other 
nations, fo that they could not covet, that which was of no 
ufe. What is ftill more wonderful, thofc virtues which 
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the Greeks in vain endeavoured to attain by learning and 
philofophy, were natural to them, and they reaped thofe 
advantages from their ignorance of vice, which the others 
could not derive from their knowlege df virtue. A na- 
tion of this charafter and way of life could therefore want 
but few laws to fecure their property ; fome others they 
had with relation to religion, cullomsi and polity, which 
forbade, under pain of death, any alteration in either; 
which excluded their women from the benefit of marriage, 
and every man from alhfting at their royal feaft, till he 
had killed an enemy. Some other of their laws we fhall 
have occafion to mention in the fequel. Upon the whole', 


what appears of them feems wholly calculated to prevent 
luxury, fraud, and covetoufnefs, and to cherifh that mej*- 
tial fpirit, for which they are fo juftly famed in hiftory. 
Somitribej Some of the Scythian tribes, indeed, bear a quite dif- 
e/ a differ- ferent chara£fer, being reprefented of fuch fierce and cruel 
^^^6ier tiifpohtion, as even to eat the flefti of their enemies^ 

ra ler, Thofe, if under the fame government, were at fuch great 

diftance from the center of it, as to be out of the reach of 


its laws. As the inclemency of the air in thefe remote 
regions might probably incline them to cruelty j fo the dif- 
tance and bairennefs of their country might make them 
lefs heeded, and probably more incapable of being reftrain- 
ed by the common regulations of fociety. However, it 
muft be owned, with refpecSt to the warlike temper even 
of the true Scythians, that it was not without a mixture 
of cruelty, if they have not been wilfully mifreprefented 
by the Greek hiltorians. 

Royal If we may reafon from fome fucceffions we find men- 

p 9 wir, tioned in hiftory, it feems their crown was hereditary, and 

yet their kings not fo defpotic as not to be depofed, or 
even put to death, for the violation of their laws. 

When any of their monarchs fell Tick, it was their con- 
ftant cuftom to fend immediately for three of their moft 
famous prophets (0), who commonly told him that fome 

Scythian, 


(O) Thefe were a kind of 
pretended conjurers, who con- 
fulted certain omens, and di- 
vined, or made a (hew of di 
vining, by willow flicks, ga- 
thered up in bundles, which 
they loofened and fpread upon 
the ground, and then taking 
and bundling them up again, 


uttered all the while certain 
magical incantations. It was 
by this art that they pretended 
to dive into hidden caufes, aqd 
to pry into futurity. The 
Scythians feem to have been 
very much addifled to .this 
kind of fiiperflition, by the 
great number of thofe diviners, 
which 
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Scythian, whom they named, had perjured himfelf by 
fwearing by the royal throne, which it feema was their 
moft folemn oath. The accufed perfon was thereupon 
felzed, and brought before the king. If he denied the A fuptrfli^ 
fa£l, more prophets were fent for ; if they confirmed the 
evidence, the*man was immediately beheaded, and his 
goods were divided among the three firft accufers. But, 
if they acquitted him, a new fupply of them was to be 
fent for-, and, if the majority of them did abfolve him, 
then the firft accufers were tied hand and feet, and fet in 
a cart loaded with faggots, and drawn by oxen : after 
tlfey had ftopt the falfe prophet’s mouth, as he was then 
ftyled, they fet fire to tlit wood, w^hich confumed the cart 
andTnan, and feldom failed burning the oxen to death. 

Our author adds, that the male children of thofe whom the 
king condemned to death feldom efcaped the fame fate ^ 

Another inftance of their greatn'efpe£t to their monarchs 
is the pompous folemnity of their funerals, which was per- 
formed as follow'S : the embalmers received the body cover- 
ed with wax, they opened and cleanfed the belly, and hav- 
ing filled it with bruifed cyprefs, incenfe, parfley, and anife- 
feeds, they fewed it up again, and placed the corpfe in a 
chariot, and conveyed it from one tribe to another through 
all the provinces of the kingdom. Every province, where 
they received the funeral procelfion, w'as obliged to imitate 
the royal Scythians in their mournful ceremonies, which 
confifted ill cutting oft’ one part of the ear, fliaving the 
head, and piercing the left hand with an arrow, in this 
guife, they accompanied the hearfe to the next province, 

* Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 68— ;ro. 

which they had amongft them, mands of the gods (i). Pliny 
Nor was this trade confined to telldusof another fort of them, 
themen; thewomen had much whom he calls Bithyae, who 
the larger fiiare of it ; and as had the power of killing by 
they did not pretend to prog- bare intuition (2), But, in 
nofticace by means ot thofe general, all the old women 
wands, or any other conjuring were held in great reverence 
tricks, but rather by an im- amongthe Scythians, and other 
mediate infpiration from fome northern nations, and were 
of their deities, they were held fuppofed to have acquired more 
in the greateft veneration, and or lefs of the prophetic fpirit, 
their oracles were received as according to their age 
the infallible anfwers or com- 

(i) Vid. Keyder Antiq. Septrntr. DinVrt, v. (2) Lib. viii. 
cap. ». 
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till it reached that of the Gerrians, which was the remoteft 
in the kingdom, fituate along that part of the Boryfthenes, 
where it begins to be navigable. Here the corpfe was 
depofited in a large fquare hole made in the earth, upoil 
a bed cncompafled round with fpears, which they covered 
with timber; and fpread a canopy over the whole monu- 
ment. In the vacant places of it, they depofited one of 
his favourite concubines, his head cook, groom, a waiter, 
a meffengcr, fome horfes, all ftrangled, and a number of 
neceflary utenfils, and among others fome golden cups. 
Then they threw the earth upon it, fo as to raife a high 
mound, or artificial mountain. As foon as the year uas 
expired they chofe fifty young n7en of the king’s officers, 
who were always to be Scythians of quality. Thefe, 
with an equal number of horfes, were ftrangled, their 
bowels were taken out, and their bellies (luffed with draw. 
The bodies of the men were fet allride upon the horfes, 
and fallened to them by an iron ftake. The horfes, thus 
mounted, were fet upon femicircular boards, fupported 
by four pieces of timber, and placed at a convenient dif* 
tance from each other round the monument, the horfes 
having a loofe rein faftened to another poll fet up for that 
purpofe ^ 

The Scythians worlliipped a plurality of gods and god- 
^efles, but that which they reckoned their principal deity 
was Vefta, whom they called Tahiti. The two next in 
veneration were Jupiter, whom they called Papeus, and 
Apia, or the Earthy which they edeemed his wife, Ju- 
piter, it feems, they challenged for their progenitor, and 
Veda for their queen, as appears by the anfwer which one 
of their kings fent to Darius, vv'ben he came to fubdue 
them to his empire * \ befides thefe, they worfhipped 
Apollo, the celedial Venus, and Neptune, under the names 
OetofyruB, Strippafa, and Thamimafades, But their fa- 
vourite deity feems to have been the god of war, to whom 
alone they dedicated temples, altars, and images. How 
his temples were built, Herodotus doth not tell us ; nei- 
ther is it eafy for us to guefs. It doth not even appear 
from any ancient authors, or other monuments, that ever 
they built any properly fo called. Groves, Indeed, they 
were famous for erefting to this deity. In thefe they af- 
fedled to have one or more oaks of a mighty fize, which 
were accounted fo facred, that to lop fo piuch as a branch 
or fprig, or even to wound the bark, was accounted fa- 

E Id. ibid. cap. 59. 

crilege. 


^ Herpdoc. ibid. cap. 71—72* 
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crilege, and punifhed with death. Thefe oaks they never 
failed to fprinkle plentifully with the blood of their vic- 
tims, infomuch, that the rind of fome of the oldeft of 
them was covered or even encruftcd with it^. We are 
therefore inclined to believe, that Herodotus, who learned 
thefe things by report, might, for want of a good inter- 
preter, miftake them for temples, and fuppofe them to be 
built like thofe of other nations. 

Befides the deities above named, we are told that fome 
of them worfliipped fire as the principle of all things, and 
^gave it the name of Vulcan^; they ufed to fwear by the 
wind, and the fwordj^ the one as the author of life, and 
tbfi^ther of death. They likewife looked upon Zamolzis 
as a deity, to whom they committed thfc fouls of the dead, 
and offered facrifices on their behalf K The royal Scy- 
thians are affirmed by Herodotus to have acknowlcged all 
the deities above named, and ?o have offered facrifices to 
Neptune in particular; for all thefe various deities they 
had not, indeed, temples, but altars and groves, and a fet 
of priefts appropriated to each. 

How fpacious thofe groves mufi: have been, may be feen 
in the laft quoted antiquarian, or be gueffed at by the vaft 
extent of the altars, which Herodotus tells us they erefted 
in them to Mars, their favourite deity, one of which at 
leaft they were obliged to have in every diftrift. It hms 
made of fmall wood tied up into bundles, and covered 
three fladia of land in length and breadth, though it was 
not proportionable in its height. The top of it, which Altars, 
was quadrangular, had three fiiks perpendicular; and the 
fourth had a gradual declivity, to render the top of it eafy 
of accefs. One hundred and fifty loads of faggots were to 
be brought yearly to each altar, to fupply thofe which had 
been decayed by tlie .inclemency of the winter. On the 
top of each of thofe heaps was eredfed an old iron fciini- 
ter, which flood there as the image, or rather emblem of 
the deity. To him, befides all other cattle, in common 
with their other gods, and in much greater number, they 
facrificed borfes ; and what was more fhocking, every 
hundredth man they took prifoner from their enemies. 

The prieft having poured a libation of wine upon the cap- 
tive's head, cut his throat, and received his blood into a cn/w* 
bowl, with which afeending to the top of the altar, he 
wafhed the deity^s fword. As to the vidlim, they only 

h VideKeyfler. Antiq. Septentr. Dif. iii. alib. palT. l Clem. 

Alex. Adhort. ad Gept. ^ Lucian Toxar. ^ Idem Scyth. 
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cut off his right arm clofe to the ftioulder, and throwiitir 
it up into the air, left it expofed in the place where k 
fell, and the reil of the body iti that where it was 
killed 

With refpeftto the other viftims, which they faerificed 
either to Mars or to any other deity, they obferved the 
fame rites every where, without variation j they brought 
the beafh having its fore-feet tied with a cord, and he who 
olhciated as prieft coming behind, and taking hold of the 
cord, threw the viiSlim down. Whilft it was falling, he 
called upon the deity to whom it was offered, and thei^ 
ftrangled it with a cord, which he /.willed with a flick ; as 
foon as it was dead, he fet about flaying and dreilVrgjt, 
without any previous libation or ceremony. The flefh 
was put into pots, and whenever thefe were not ready at 
hand, into the paunch of, the creature, mixing with it a 
proportionable quantity of water ; and if wood could not 
be had, they burnt the bones inftead of it. When the 
flefh was fumclently boiled, the prieft made an offering of 
part of the meat and inteftines to the deity, by throwing it 
before the altar, and the reft was referved to feaft the 
prieft and the votaries. Thus, in cafes of neceffity, as 
when they went out to war, they made the vidlim furnifli 
them with all things neceflary for the facrifice. Of all 
beafts the horfe was efteemed the nobleft, and confe- 
quently the moft acceptable viftim. As for fwine, they 
detefted them, not only as unfit to eat, but would not 
even fuffer them to live among them. They alfo of- 
fered to their gods the firft-fruits of the earth, the 
firftlings of their cattle, and a part of the fpoil they took 
in war: a confiderable part of the latter they were wont 
to fend to the Delphic Apollo, by a number of their ho- 
nourable virgins, under a fufficient efcort. But the length 
and difficulty of the way, and the dangers, and other 
obftacles of the journey, obliged them to difeontinue this 
pra£lice. 

Their alliances and contradls were ratified with the 
following ceremonies : they poured fome wine into an 
earthen veflel, into which the contraifling parties were to- 
mingle fome of their ovrn blood, which they drew by a 
flight incifion made in the finger, hand, or fome other 
part of the body, They then dipped into the mixture 
\lhe point of fome warlike weapons, fuch as a feimiter^ 
arrow, dart, javelin, or battle-ax. The parties then ut- 

" Herodof. ibid, cap- 
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tered fome dire imprecatiohs on the firft breaker of the co- 
venant, and, having each of them ta^en a draught of the 
liquor, they defired fome of the molt confiderahJe among 
the by-ftanders, to pledge them, and to be witnefles of 
the contra£\» which was reckoned fo facred, that they 
thought no punifliment fevere enough, either in this life 
or ill the next, for thofe by whom it (hould be violated 
Their warlike tamper and exploits were fufficiently 
known to the ancpnts ; fcarce is there any nation to be 
met with in hiftory fo famous for conquering wherever 
they carried their arms, even as auxiliaries, and them- 
Telves remaining ftill t^conquered. Their frugal and fim- 
plejuimner of life may indeed be fuppofed to have been a 
great prefervative againft fuch invafions, as other more 
opulent and luxurious nations were expofed to. But it is 
plain, this was not always the cafe, fince we find they 
were once invaded by the kin^ of Perfia at the head of a 
mofl: puiflant army, from the power of which nothing but 
their valour and policy could have delivered them. Upon 
the whole, fuch was their ftrength and courage, whenever 
they entered into an offenfive or defenfive war, that, as 
. Thucydides himfclf tells us, no nation either in Europe or 
Afia could equal them either for ftrength, valour, or con- 
duft; nor could any thing refift their power, when they 
were unanimous among themfelves 

Such care they took to cultivate this martial genius, that 
even their women were inured to it betimes, infomuch 
that no woman could be admitted into matrimony till ftie 
had killed at leaft one enemy with her own hands p. As 
for their youth, they were not without confulerable encou- 
ragements to infpire them with martial valour, or rather 
ferocity, if we may rely upon the informatlonofHerodotus, 
who tells us that they were wont to drink theblood of the firft 
prifoner they took, and to prefent the heads of all the men 
they killed in fight to their monarch ; thefe were either 
returned or regiftered, and the warrior enjoyed privileges 
in proportion to the numbers he had flaln. They ufed to 
take the (kins of the flain, to ftretch, dry, and tan them, 
and then hang them at their horfes bridles, where they 
ferved both for trophies*and napkins to the owner j he be- 
ing always moft efteemed, who had the greateft number to 
difplay. Their pride, or rather barbarity, went.fo far, 

n Herodot. ibid. cap. 7P. • Lrb. ii. fed. 97. p He- 

rodot. ubi fupra, cap. 117. Plat. Deleg. lib. vii. Hypocrat. 
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that they took off and drefled the whole Ikin of the flain, 
and covered both their quivers and horfes, and fometimecr 
decked their ow'n bodies with them ; and ufed their 
Ikulls for drinking cups. 

Had they only exercifed this kind of favage'^pride againft 
thofe who came to invade them, it might indeed admit of 
fome excufe ■, but it doth not appear that they gave much 
better quarter to thofe whofe terriX-jries they invaded. 
And it would have been cruel and inrpolitic in them to 
have condemned their young women tc celibacy, till they 
were able to produce fome fuch trophies of their marti;ri 
prowefs, if they were not to be gained in any but a de- 
fcnfive war, which their poverty, joined to their ^Own 
valour, will not permit us to fuppofe to have been frequent 
enough for that end. It is then more likely, that as they 
are alFirmeil to have lived cnolbly upon plunder, inflead of 
going out of their own territories, they made mutual in- 
curfions, one tribe againft another, without forgetting 
however their allinity fo far, as not to join their forces oc- 
cafionally againft a common enemy or invader. 

In confequence of their living free from ambition and 
care, and eating plentifully of animal food, they acquired^ 
ruddy complexions, and became fo plump and fanguine, 
tliat, to prevent their growing too unwieldy, they not only 
ufed a great deal of exercife, but even cauterized their 
arms, fhoulders, backs, and breafts, with a view to draw 
off fuperfluous moifture. They were remarkable for their 
fidelity and friendfhip, which they efteemed and gloried 
in above all things. They commonly confirmed their 
friendfhip by fome fuch religious ceremony or oath as we 
have lately mentioned, but a Scythian feldom diffufed his 
attachments to more than two or three individuals, efteem- 
ing it very difficult, if not impoflible, to keep it inviolate 
► with a greater number. And when fuch a friendftiip 
was once contracted, there was no danger or death 
which they would not expofe themfelves to for one 
another. 

They were not more difpofed to friendfhip, than ad- 
dicted to refentment and revenge. If a man had received 
an injury which he was not in a capacity to retaliate, the 
cuftom was for him to facriffee a bullock, and to roaft the 
flefh of it infinall pieces. Then he fpread the hide upo.'i 
the ground, and fat upon it, holding his hands down be- 
hind him avS if they had been tied ; upon which fignal, all 
that beheld him, whether friends, relations, or firangers, 
came to inform themfelvcs about the injin y and injurcr, 

and 
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and if they favoured his caufe, took up a piece of the meat| 
fetting their feet upon the hide at the fame time, pro- 
mifmg afliftance accordingly, one, perhaps, fent him five 
men and horfes, another ten, more or lefs, according to 
their circumjjtances, or the nature of the injury 'i. 

How populous the Scythians were, we have not been 
able to difcover. If it be allowed that they made frequent 
and bloody inroads one upon another, we cannot but Ihp- 
pofe that it mult l^e leflened their numbers exceedingly. 
On the other hald, if we confider their plain and la- 
borious way of ijving, their climate, conftant cxercife, 
^nd other advanta^j^us circumftances, which rendered 
th em J^ dy anjJ/ftron^, prolific and hn g lived, we cau 
hardly conceive they could be other than a populous nation : 
for we are told that very few died of fickneis, bm that in 
general they lived to a good old age, infomuch that many 
of them being weary of the wopld, before death took them 
out of it, it was ufual with fucli to haflen their exit by 
throwing themfelves from an eminence into the fea, or 
into fome river ^ Herodotus, however, who feems in 
doubt whether they were fo populous as fome, or fo thin 
as others reprefent them, gives us an authentic inftance 
and monument in favour of the former, wliich is as fol- 
lows : they had it feems a cuftom, not uncommon to other 
nations, at their firft taking of the field to mufler their 
fighting men, and to make every man call an arrow into a 
proper receptacle, which at their return from the expedi- 
tion was again taken up- By this expedient they could 
eafily compute not only the number of their men, but alfo 
that of their llain, or of thofe who either deferted, or ab- 
fented themfelves from the war. It was at fome fuch 
mufter as this that one of their kings, whom Herodotus 
names Ariantes % being prefent, and obferving thefe 
heads of arrows to amount to an immenfe bulk and 
weight, as he had indeed a prodigions army under him, 
ordered them to be melted and call, and made a large ca- 
pacious veflel, which our author tells us was ftill extant 
in his time *, and, though full fix inches thick, was 
large enough to hold fix hundred amphoras, that is about 
fifty hogflieads, and remained a monument of this pro- 
digious army. What feems to be a ftrongcr argument 
for their being populous, is, the fucceffion of colonies 
which they fent out, chiefly towards the foutheni parts of 

\ Lucian. Toxar. ' Mela, lib. iii. cap. 5. » Lib. 
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the world, of which we lhall have further occafion to fpeak 
in the fequel. 

Arts and As they cultivated no arts nor fciences except that of 

fatneest fcaicely any trade or commerce except pafturage, 

the leader mult not expeft much informati'^>n on thefe 
heads. Thucydides feems indeed to commend their in- 
duftry and fagacity in procuring all things neceflafy for 
iife, in fuch a manner, as would indUne one to believe 
them to have been great encouragers oV induftry and ma- 
nufafture; and another. Greek author meaks much of the 
trade and-commerce M'^hich they carrie/^ on with all the^ 
fca-coafts of the Hellerpont"*. BjjT'dS '■o the latter, we 
are much inclined to believe, that, like c^f 
deceffbrs, he has miftook them for the Celtes, who were 
become great merchants, both by fea and land, under their 
king Mercury. As for the Scythians, their way of living 
was altogethei incompatible with commerce. They do 
not fo much as feem to have known any thing of writing, 
till they brought it with them from Afia, after their 
twenty-eight years invafion of that country ; neither do 
we find any footfleps of their having had fuch poetic hifr 
torians as were the curetes among the Celtes, or the bards • 
and druids among the Gauls. Herodotus, who has wrote 
fo rnuch concerning them, doth not fo much as hint his 
having received his intelligence from any of their records, 
but barely from tradition ; aud that is one reafon why we 
omit many fabulous circumftances w’hicb he has related of 
them, from the common report of their neighbours, 
who in all probability were neither well informed, nor 
impartial. 

Language* Their language is ftill more unknown to us, whatever 
difeoveries fome modern antiquarians may fancy to have 
made about it. The vaft extent of their territories, to-, 
gethcr with their intermingling with other nations, could 
not but occafion its being fplit into a vaft number of dia- 
lefts, from which moft probably have fprung the Mufeo- 
vitifh, Sclavonic, Polifti, Danifti, Swedifti, Saxon, and 
many others ; between which, one can but barely difeo- 
ver affinity enough to evince their origin from the fame 
mother. A great number of words arid phrafes that a/e 
found not only in thofe northern languages, but alfo in 
the Latin, Greek, Arabic, andPerfic, fhew them to have 
been fo man^ dialcfts of the old Celtic ; if thofe few re- 
lics of the Scythian which wc have left in the pLa^nes 
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of their kings, tribes, and diftrl£l£, do not fo plainly ap« 
pear to be of the fame extra£lion, we mufl remember 
they have paft through fo many different hands, and havp 
fo often changed their drefs, eipecially among the Greeks, 
that they mjiy be eafrly fuppofcd to have quite loft t^ieir 
ancient form. We mav add, thatfome of them are^ pcr- 
feftly Greek, or tranflated from the Scythian into that 
language (P). j 

Their chief ma|Cfa£tures feem to have confiftcd moftly Manufac- 
in building wagg Jis for their families and baggage, which tuns, 
being covered with the Ikins of beafts, they muft have 
^ad Tome notion^l^Unning and drefling leather. We 
mavJiifc€\ dfc tw onaCTV fuppofe that they fabricated their 
own weapons, which were fcimitcis, javelins, axes, but U^eapunt^ 
efpecially bows and arrows, at which they are faid to 
have been fo expert, that their very children were trained 
to llioot at a mark even as they rode on horfeback ; info- 
much that it became a common proverb, “ that the Scythi- 
ans were as dextrous at their bows as the Greeks were at their 
lyre.’' Hence Cyaxares, king of Media, is reported to have 
fent his fon to be brought up under them, to learn the ufe of 
, the bow They were fo expert in horfemanfliip, as to 
have acquired the epithet of iTTp'JofrfJflfc# by Herodotus and 
Lucian. Their women are affirmed to have been fo well 
trained to riding and fliooting, that they did not fall fhort 
of the men in thofe exercifes*. The ancients obferve, 
that they had neither mules nor alTes; and the leafonthey 
give is, that the country was too cold for thofe creatures. 
Experience has fincefhewn the contrary, at lead with re*- 
fpe£l to the latter; but the true reafon feems to be, that 
the horfes, which they bred in great numbers, trould an- 
fwer all the purpofes of the other two fpecies, and at 
the fame time be more fwift and expeditious. 

As for agriculture, it doth not appear that they had any. AgricuU 
Herodotus indeed telU us of one province, whole in- 
habitants called themfelves Olbiopolitans, and the Greeks 
Poryfthenians, as they lived on the north fide of that 

» Herodot.lib. i. cip. 73. < Lucian, in Toxar. & Her. 

mot. Mela, lib. i. cap. 11. , Bochart. ubi fupra, & al. 

(P) Of this kind is the name Greek uor^ The Nomadet 
of the Ocenes, a Scythian tribe, were fo called from ro^ 
fo called in Herodotus, from ture. Of the fame extra&on 
their living upon the eggs of were the Hyppodes, Andro- 
fvild-fowl, and comce from the phagi, and fome ocheri* 
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river; and thefe ht Ifkewife called hufbandmen, becaufe 
they fbw^d grain, ‘ hot for food, but for fale ^ But the reft 
"of the Scythians wholly neglei^ted it, chufing rather to 
roam where they fbuntl the heft pafture for their cattle, 
and Contenting thCinfelves with the fpontaaeous product 
of the earth, without being at th^ trouble of manuring it. 
And this is in all likelihood the caufeVhy we read of fo 
many deferts, forefts, and large illainhabited trafts of 
land between tribe and tribe, in the^^ritings of ancient 
hiftorians and geographers. “How they ^ifpofed of the wool 
of their flocks we know not, but, by tl^^dr cloathing them- 
felves with the fkins of wild or ^rK^ie\beafts we may 
conclude they did not manufafture it inYsirlrvh as 

thofe fkins were of their own dreflingi they wanted ftill 
Artlficen, lefs the help of foreign manufactures. Smiths they muft 
have had, for making their arms, waggons, and other 
necefTary tools. As to their arrows, darts, and javelins, 
if their heads wete made of copper, they were probably 
cafl in moulds. They ufed ftandards of a particular make, 
which when blown open by the wind, exhibited the fi- 
gures of ferpents and dragons of feveral fhapes, and thefe 
were commonly borne by men on horfeback 
Their chief riches and food conflfting in their numeroua 
herds; they intrufted the care of them to fhepherds, who 
were a lower rank of Scythians below the martial men, 
though they too had flaves and captives in their fervice. 
They ufed to move from pafture to pafture, with the per- 
Cons and families which were' unfit to go to the wars^ 
Thefe chiefly lived upon honey, cheefe, and milk, more 
cfpecially that of their mares, from which creature, if 
Herodotus was rightly informed, they had a ftrange way 
of forcing plenty of it, by blowing wind Into the privi- 
ties but their chief and choiceft food was the venifola 
they killed. What provifions the warlike Scythians made, 
when they were abfent from their flocks, we cannot guefs; 

- it is probable when they' came into an enemy's country, 
they feized upon all the cattle they could meet with ; 
and when that failed, they had recourfe to a compofition 
they carried about them, of which we (hall fpeak bye-and- 
bye. 

Fofygamy, - From an'inftancfr c^r two recorded of their kings, we 
conclude they allowed of polygamy, and were not over- 
ftri^ in their marriages. . Plato feems even to intimate 

r Herodot. ubi ftipra, cap, i8. Juftin. lib. ii. cap. i. Mela, fc 
al. * Id. ibid. ■ Suid. in voc. Herodot, lib, iv. cap. a. 

tha^; 



*rhe Hijlory of th( Siythiani, 3fi 

tliat they had their women in common, though if any 
fuch cuftom prevailed among them, it muft have been 
only among the more favagc fort, for the royal and free 
men had wives*, and fome of their kings we read of who 
took them f|pm other nations, and-of one of them who 
married his own father’s widow ; but whether the fame 
liberty was allowed to private menwc cannot affirm. The 
reafon the Scythiai^gave for abhorring the Bacchanalian 
feafts of the GreKs, namely, that it was abfurd to fup- 
pofe that a god ffiolld drive men into all the violent tranf- 
ports of rhadnefsJkeems to fliew that drunkennefs was 
not common amo/^ll^m And indeed we do not find 
that th^v-xmprp^urh andiftcd to feafting. Plutarch, in his Feajiingu 
Banquet of the Seven Wife Men, fays, “ that they nei- 
ther had ymes, nor players on inftruments, nor public 
games. One wine-feaft they kept however, once a year 
in every diftridf, for thofe whd had fignalized themfclves 
by killing one or more of their enemies* Another we 
read of, which was ufed at funerals. Some others they 
might have upon other occafions not worth enquiring af- 
ter i but in general they were remarkably abftemious, 

• except in their affeftions for their favourite women. 

They talked little, but concifely and nervoufly, efpecially 
about their warlike affairs. They commonly travelled on 
horfeback, or in their domeftic vehicles. When they 
had any rivers to crofs, they laid their horfe’s faddle and 
weapons upon a flein filled with cork, and fo well fewn, 
that not a drop of water could get into it ; they then laid 
themfelves down on it, and taking hold of their horfe by 
the tail, made him fwim to the other fide. They carried 
with ' them a certain composition, in fmall pieces like 
pills, one of which, upon occafion, would yet afford, 
lufficient nouriftiment for fcveral days. Pliny adds ^ that 
they ufed the like expedient with their horfes, by means 
of what he calls the Scythian weed, upon the llrength of 
which they could travel ten or twelve days without cat^ 
ing or drinking. 

We {hall conclude this article with fome farther account 
of their funerals. We have already fpoken of the obfe- 
qaies which they paid to their monarchs. When any 
ether perfon died, his nearell relations caufed his em- /fquigj, 
balmed body to be carried in a chariot from houfe to houfe 
among his friends and acquaintance, who received and 
feafled them in their turns, fetting part of the banquet 

^ Herodot, lib, iv. cap. 79* ^ Lib. xxv. cap. S, 
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' before the deccafcd. This ceremony was continued forty 
days, after which the perfon was buried, and his atten^ 
dants purified themfelvcs, not by any ablution, but by 
the fmoke of fome hemp-feed peculiar to the country, 
which being thrown upon burning ftoncs, en%itted a much 
more agreeable perfume than the frankincenfe ufed in 
Greece, and intoxicated the company, who conducted the 
ceremony with hideous fhriek&. This ferved inftead of 
waQiingi which the Scythians never Yraftifed ; not even 
fiawtkeir the women, who ufed, inftead of K, to anoint their 
, bodies and face with a pafte, madeliof cyprefs, cedar^ 
frankincenfe, ground upon a rp*t^i\dlone, ^nd foaked 
in water, which pafte being taken off ne'^da^*TB5ldered 
their fkins clean, fhining and fweet 

It remains that we fhould fay a word or two of thofe 
other petty kingdoms of Scythia, and of fome particula-*- 
rities, wherein they diffifred from the royal Scytjiians. 
For whether they were all really defcendcd from the fame 
ftock, or whether they fprang from fome other of Ma- 
gog’s brethren, yet fmcc they inhabited fo confiderable 
a part of Scythia, and made fuch a figure in the hiftory of 
their wars in conjunftion with the royal tribes, we cannot#., 
well omit, at leaft thcfe of the greateft note, 

Ssrma. The Samaritans are affirmed by Herodotus to have been 
the offspring of the Scythians and Amazons. Thefe 
warlike women, or, as their Scythian name, AiorPatta, 
imports, manjlayersy in their flight from the Grecians, 
having landed near the precipices of the Palus Maeotis be- 
longing to the free Scythians, and having been perfuaded 
to be married to them^ did in their turn prevail upon 
them to leave that part of Scythia, where they pretended 
they could not conveniently live with them, and to pafs 
into the province of Sarmatia on the other fide the Ta- 
nais. Hence, our author fays, the Samaritan women re- 
tained Hill the Amazonian temper and way of life, being 
more warlike than the reft of the Scythian females, and 
the language of the country became a corrupt Scythian, 
becaufe the Amazons never could perfeftly learn that 
language, but taught it their offspring, corrupt as them- 
felves fpoke it. Plere it chiefly was, that a virgin was 
untjualified for matrimony till (lie had difpatched an enemy 
in the field. 

Tiaruujs. The Tauiians had this inhuman cuftom, that they fa- 
crificed to a virgin all that were fliipwKcked, and ail the 


' Herodoti ubi fupra, cap. 
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Grecians whom thcjr caught upon their coafts. This 
bloody offering was performed by knocking the pcrfon on 
the head with a club, after many dire imprecations, 
and flinging his carcafe down the hill on which iheir tem- 
ple was built^ or as others told our author, by burying 
the body, and referving only the head to be ftuck on a 
pole. ‘Thefe Taurians pretended, that the virgin daemon 
whom they thus j^rfiipped, was Iphigenia, Agamem- 
non's daughter. Tjney lived chiefly by war and rapine, 
and were very criAl to thofe that fell into their hands. 

'X’he Agathyrfians l:e faid to have had their women in A^atf^ 
common, in ordeaff^H^jk the men more ftri£tly together, jians, 
and tOM^pTN»«llL»^aloufies, and other ill cffedls of matri- 
mony ^ The Neurian province being infelted with dan- Niurianr^ 
gerous ferpents, they were at length forced to leave it for 
that of the Budians. They ubferved the curtoms of Scy- 
thia ijarmoft particulars, only pretended to greater fklll in 
than they, and were reported to be transformed 
^into wolves for fome part of the year, after which me- 
tamorphofis, they refumed their own fhape an allegory 
which is fuppofed to mean no more than their wearing 
■of fkiiis with the fur outvrard during the cold weather- 
The Neuriansare mentioned alfo by Tliny **, Mela*, and 
St^h. of Byzantium*'. 

The word of all, were the Androphagi, or men-eaters, ^udiant 
who obferved neither laws nor jullice, arul had nothing in Andro- 
common with the reft, but their drefs and occupation of phagi, 
breeding cattle. The Melanchoeneans were fo called for 
affefting to go always in black ; they followed the Scy- 
thian cuftoms, except that they fed upon human flefli, 
which the free Scythians did not ; nor indeed did any 
Other tribes ufe it, at leaft as common food, but only on 
fome particular occafions. The Budians were a populous 
nation, famed for blue eyes, and red hair ; in this pro- 
vince, above all the reft, did they build them a city, and 
called it Gelonus, whofe houfes and high walls were of 
timber, and each fide of the walls were three hundred 
ftadia in length ; it had temples and chapels dedicated to 
the Grecian gods ; and here they celebrated the Baccha- 
nalia tricnnially. The pebpie of the province differed from Cthniant. 
thofe in the city, in that the former applied themfelvcs to 
the keeping of cattle, and thefe to tillage and planting gar- 


r Herodot. lib. iv. cap. io4- * K Id. ibid. cap. 105, 
b Pliny lib. iv. cap. iz. * Dc Situ. Orb. lib. ii. cap. 1. 
yrb' fub yoc. 
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dens, living upon the produft of them, and of their corn 
fields In a word, thefe Gelgnians were fo much more ci- 
vilized in their nlanners than the Budians, that they feem- 
ed quite another people. They are fuppofed to have been 
of Greek extract, and to have been in time ^uitc blended 
with the Budians, who were of Sarmatian origin, and 
contiguous to them 5 and Herodotus obferves, that each 
preferved their own native languag^. The Gelonians 
learned, among other things, the cuftyn of painting their 
bodies from the Sarmatians, whence tiat verfe in Virgirs 
Georgies, xii. ver. 115. ^ 

Eoafque domos Arabum pi£lp%(fe^Gelonos. 

This province abounded with otters, andiyrsTer^^vhich 
afforded fkins for wearing, and caftor for medicine 
Scythian The laft two nations or tribes of the Scythians worth 
Nomades, our notice, were the Nom^des, inhabiting the country on 
the north-weft of the Cafpian fea, and the MalHtgetes, 
on the weft. As for the Amazons, as they are accounted 
fomewhat fabulous, we fliall fpeak of them in a feparate^ 
note (Q). The Nomades differed fo little from the royal 

Scythians, 

I Herodot. lib. x. cap. loB, 109. ' 

(Q) Concerning thefe female fiances, there will be nothing 
warriors, it were endlefs to fo improbable in the brave and 
trouble ourfelves with all that mafculine rrrethod they took to 
has been written on either fide; fave themfelves from flavery, 
thofe feem to come neareft the and to revenge the flaughter at 
truth, who neither altogether their hu (bands. The Scythian 
rejedl what has been faid of as well as Celtic women were 
them by the ancients, nor anciently held in great efleein 
give credit to all the wonders and veneration, for their (kill 
that are recorded of them. It in divination above the men, 
W'e compare the warlike genius infomuch that the latter are 
of the Scythian w'omen in ge- even upbraided by ancient 
neral, and more particularly authors, for fuffering women 
that of the Sarmatians, in to aflifl at and dire£l their coiin- 
whofe neighbourhood lived fels ; and to have even prefid - 
thefe Amazons, with the oc- ed in all courts of judicature, 
cafion which gave birth to this and other affemblies ; in which 
flrange kind of goverhnrehr, their judgment was generally 
namely, the treacherous mur- reckoned decifive, becaufe they 
dCr of their hufbands, and their were fuppofed to be divinely 
being ill danger of becording infpir^ (i)» Being therefore 
a prey to their murderers, inured to counfel, execution, 
aiid in a ftrange country; if and warlike exploits, exalper- 
ire .confider all thefe circum- atedby the treacherous butch*^ 
(1] Keyfler Antiq. Septentr. DiJert. v. 

cty 
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Scythians, except in this appellative, that we fliall fay no 
more concerning them, than that they led a wandering 

life. 


. cry of their halbands, and be- 
come, as it were, defpenue at 
the prcjfpe<^ ot their impending 
(lavery ; we need not^onder 
that they fo foon fell^pon the 
mod effeidual means If making 
a noble defence, aild like lb 
fnany heroines, ha^SS^'hofeii 
one or two of thjr wn&iand 
doutefc amJJPfg to lead 
them to an offenlive war agaiiid 
their enemies, they carried it 
on with fuch courage and con- 
dancj^and with fuch fuprifing 
And if their warlike 
' temper, their government, cuf- 
tom*s, valour, conduct, and 
atchievements, have been ex- 
aggerated beyond credibility, 
"“it is no more than hath been 
done with refpedl to other na- 
tions, governments, kingdoms, 
and conquerors, whom it were 
neverthelefs abfurd to treat as 
fabulous upon thait account. It 
is certainly more equitable to 
make the fame allowance in 
both cafes, than to fuppafe 
that fo many hlflorians, who 
have wrlttenrof either of them, 
were guilty of wilful forgery, 
or too great credulity ( 2 ). 

This female government is 
faid to have been produced by 
the following incident : two no- 
ble Scythian youths, whom our 
author calls Hylinos and Sco- 
lopytu3(3), having been forced 
to yield to a contrary faflion, 
about the time of the firft ir- 
ruptions of the Scythians into 
Aha, in the reign of Sefodris, 
king of Egypt, retired into 
part of Cappadocia, with their « 


wives and families. They 
brought with. them alfo a very 
confidei able number of warlike 
youths, by whofeadillance they 
got poflelfion of the region of 
Thermofeiria, on the river 
Thermodon, from which they 
ufed to make frequent incur- 
fions into the neighbouring 
countries for feveral years, till 
they were at length all trea- 
cheroufly murdered by thofe 
nations. Their wives were no 
fobner apprifed of their fate, 
than, partly through fear of 
flavery^and partly through de- 
fire of revenge, they put thein- 
felves under the conduit of 
fome of their greateft heroines, 
and prepared for a bloody war 
againlt the murderers. That 
nothing might obllrudt their 
fury, they renounced all future 
marriages with mankind, call- 
ing it an unworthy kind of fla- 
very, anddeftroyed the refidue 
of their hiilbands, who had 
efcaped the flaughter, that fo 
being all upon the fame foot- 
ing, they might purfuc their 
defigns with equal ardour. The 
coniequence was, that they 
fell upon the conquerors with 
fuch bravery and fuccefs, that 
they totally overthrew them, 
enlarged their own dominions, 
and made their neighbours fue 
to them for peace. One of 
their conditions was, that they 
Ihould yearly have a month’s 
intercourfe with each other, in 
order to keep up the breed ; 
after which communication 
they brought up all their girls 


( 2 ) Sir W. Rawl. Hift. lib. if. cap, *. 


feft. 15. (3) Juftin. cx 
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li£ei living no longer In one place than they found plenty 
of pafture for their cattle-, which being Confumed, they 

removed 

in their own way, cutting off Tfoy* It is added, that fhe 
their right breads, that they was the inventrrfs of the battle- 
might be no t>bflru£tion to ax, and was at length killed 
their footing, whence they by Pyrrhus, the fon of Achilles* 
came to be called Amazons ; Some d^er particulars related 
end aa for the boys that were of tholh^ heroines favour' fo 
born to them, they either killed much of jfable, that we fliall 
them, according to our author, dwell no longer upon them, 
or fent them to their fathers The/'^^lnody re-encounter 
According to Herodotus. betw^fii T\;myrls, another of 

Thefe lurprlfing exploits their warlike'rpic^JJsT^and Cy- 
were atchieved under the go- rus king of Ferfia, has been 
vernment and condudl: of two taken notice of in another 
famous queens, Lampedo or chapter; and the amorous in- 
Lampeto, and Marthefia ‘or terview between Alexs*i^er the 
Marphefia, who boafted them- Great and the famous 
felvcs to be the daughters of Thaledris, fliall be fpoken or* 
Mars; and having carried their in its proper place. It is im* 
conqueds into Ada, and built der this lad that the Amazonian 
fome cities there, this lad, who race and kingdom is fald to 
had been left with an army to have been deftroyed. " 

fecure their conqued, whild We mud not omit fome o- 
thc former returned home ther memorable occurrences 
loaden with fpoils, was after- epneerning a colony of thofe 
wards furprifed, and cut off, femaleworthies, which happen- 
with the reft of her female ed in the reign of fome of the 
warriors, by fome bands ot bar- foregoing queens, and are men- 
barlans. tioned by another author in 

She was fucceeded by her his hiftory of rhe Scythians(4). 
daughter Ortara, or Orthya, The Grecians, who had ob- 
vvhofe valour, added to her liv- tained a fignal vidtory over the 
ing in perpetual virginity, did Amazons, near the river Ther- 
not a liitlc raife the glory of modon, were carrying off the 
the Amazonian name. To her refidue that had efcaped the 
fucceeded Antiopha, vvhofe daughter, in three fliips, into 
lifters Hypollte and Men ilippe, their Own country. While 
are reported to have challenged they w^ere at fea the Amazons 
Herculea and Thefeus, and to confpired againft them, and 
have been with great difficulty killed all the men they had on 
overcome by thofe two heroes, board ; but being altogether 
Penthelilea was another famous unacquainted with navigation, 
Amazonian queen, who is faid even with the ufe of the rud- 
to have come at the head of an der^ fails, and oars, they were 
army of her viragos to the driven by the wind and tide to 
affiftance of friamus, king o/ the precipices of the Palus 

(4} Herodot. lib« iv. cap. 107. 110. 
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removed to frefh grounds; and, when called to the wars, 
left their families and flocks, with their fliephcrds, till 

their 


in the territories of 
the free Scythians, Herethey 
went alhore, and marching up 
into the country lelzed the firlt 
horfes they found, ayfl began 
to plunder the irmabitants. 
The Scythians, umlcquainted 
with their language^ fex, and 
tfrefs, could not t^S^bat to 
make of tUei*e inv;:Jers. Vhey 
took them at flrft to be youths, 
but, after a Ikirmifh or two, 
in which fome of them were 
taken prilbners, had convinced 
then^Tthe contrary, they re- 
jW^ea not to kill them, but to 
^fend a party ofyouths to watch 
''their motions, with orders, 
that if they were attacked by 
'^them, they llmuld flee from 
them, and as foon as they 
ceafed their purfuir, encamp 
at the neareft dillance they 
could, refolved, if poilible, to 
have fome children by thefe 
brave women. Thefe obferv- 
ing that the Scythian youths 
did not come with any hoftile 
delign, fufFered them to con- 
tinue in their neighbouring 
llation, whilft they, having 
nothing but their horfes and 
arms, lived in their own man- 
ner, by hunting and plunder. 
It was their cullom to with- 
draw themfelves from the rell 
about noon, either Angle or by 
couples, to comply with the 
neceflities of nature, which, 
when the Scythian youths 6b- 
ferved, they did fo likewife : 
one of thefe walking alone met 
with a Angle Amaton, and 
though they could not fpeak to 
each other, yet flic found a 
way to let him underAand that 


if he would meet her there 
next day, accompanied with an- 
other vSeythian, (he would like 
wife bring a companion with 
her. The confequence was, 
that both their camps wxre pre- 
fently joined, and every Scy- 
thian took to wife the Amazon 
whom chance threw In his way. 
The women had no fooner got 
a fmattering of the Scythian 
language, than they were given 
to Linderftand by their new huf- 
b^nds, that they had their pa- 
rents and pofTeirioua in that 
neighbourhood, to whom they 
had a defire to return, invit- 
ing the women to accompany 
them. But thefe replied, that 
as they had ever been ufed to 
draw the bow, dart a javelin, 
mount a horfe, and all fuch 
warlike exercifes, to which 
they fuppofed the Scythian 
women altogether unaccuftom- 
ed, they could not bear the 
thoughts of going to live a- 
mong them, and exchange 
their warlike way of living for 
a life of eafe and indolence. 
They therefore exhorted their 
hufbands, if they flill retained 
the fame conjugal affertion for 
them, to go and receive their 
feveral portions of wealth from 
their parents, and return ; an 
advice with which they rea- 
dily complied. At their re- 
turn their wives acquainted 
them farther, that iince they 
had deprived them of their pa- 
rents, and committed feveral 
depredations in that country, 
they thought it much fafer to 
fix their habitation on the 
other 'flde the Tanais. This 
feheme 
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their return^. P^iny placed them on the left fide bf the 
Cafpiati fea, and fays the river Panticapes parted them 
from the Gcorgii". Strabo adds, that they lived in wag- 
gons inilead of houfes^ 

The Maifagetes likewife imitated die fr&e Scythians in 
their habit, manner of living, arms, and warlike genius j 
but they ufed, befides bows and arrows, javelins, and fei- 
meters. Brafs ferved them infteaH. of fteel for making 
their ofFenfive weapons, and their cufenfive armour was 
ornamented'with gold. Their horfesjVere likewife fenced 
with a breaft-plate of brafs, whilft th/nr bridles and othgr 
furniture were adorned with ggJkK^ f;jr filver and iron 
were not ufed by them, becaufe their couisiJ^KlM not pro- 
duce thefe metals. Though every man was obliged to 
marry a wife, yet they held them all in common fo that 
when a man met with a woman to his liking, he took her 
into his chariot or waggon, and lay with her with^nt any 
farther ceremony, than his hanging up his quiver 
head of it. This cuftorn, Herodotus tells us, was unjuftly^ 
attfibuted to all the Scythians by the Greeks, whereas it 
was peculiar to the Maflagetes only. A more inhuman 
cuftorn than this the fame author tells us they followedj- 
namely, that when a man had once attained to old age, 
which was not fo much jimited by law as inferred by con- 
curring fymptoms j all his relations met, and facrificed 
him, together with a number of cattle of feveral kinds, 
and having boiled the flefti all together, they fat down to 
it as a featt. This kind of death was accounted by them 
the moft happy, as that of dying by ficknefs was reckoned 
unfortunate, becaufe thefe laft were to be buried, inftead 
gf acquiring the honour of being facrificed to their gods, 
and feafted imon by their neareft relations, and intimate 
friends P, The fun was the only deity they worftiipped, 
and to him they facrificed horfes, which being reckoned 

Mela, lib. iii. cap. 6. " Lib. iv. cap. la. ® Geogr. 

lib. xvi. p Hcrodot. lib. i. cap. lib. iv. cap. 17a. 

icheme was likewife agreed to reckoned by far the greateft 
and executed. After three warriors of all the Scythians ; 
days march eaftward of that ahd hence proceeds the cojr- 
river, and three more north- ruption of their language ; for 
ward from the lake Mseotis, the Amazons not having been 
they arrived and fettled in the able to learn, and confequendy 
country of Sarmada, where toiteach their childi^n the true 
they continued ftill in Our an- SCythic, the Sarmadan became 
thor’s time. Hence it that a mixture of that and. the A- 
ahe Sarmadan women were mazonic. 


the 
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the nobleft and fwiftcft of all creatures, they thought moft 
|)ropef to be offered to the nobleft and fwifteft of all the 
gods**. They neither fowed nor -planted 5 but contented 
themfelves with the milk and flefh of their catclci and 
with 0^ which the Jaxartes afforded a very great 
plenty ^ 

SyE C T. VU. 

The nftory of the Scythian Kin^s. 


XX7HAT has bf “n obferved in fome of the foregoing Scythian 
feftions crhU^i.iLng the barrennefs of Scythian re- 
cords, aifd of other hiftorians concerning that nation, will 
eafily convince our readers, that it would be a v^in at- 
tempt to throw any light upon the chronology of it, or 
even to prefent a regular hiftpry of their kings, whofe 
namp^and exploits lie occafioiially fcattered in Herodo- 
i^id other mote recent hiftorians, without any order 
of time, at leaft till their invafion of Afia. Till tnen, it 
is probable, they confined their conquefts to Europe, and 
made their incuifions only againft their neighbours, which, 
though perhaps originally defcended from the fame ftock, 
yet, like a great many other nations, had either quite ob- 
literated, or were become regardlefs of their former affi- 
nity. And this feems to have been moft probably their 
cafe, bccaufe they cultivated no arts, but that of war and 
conqueft, without troubling themfelves about recording 
their afls and genealogies. The Celtes indeed had their 
curetes ; and other European nations were provided with 
bards and druids, who celebrated their exploits in verfe ; 
but we do not find any footfteps of any fuch perfons among 
the Scythians : fo that tradition feems to have been the 
only fountain from which our ancient hiftorians have 
drawn all their intelligence concerning that nation, 

The following is a Tift of the Scythian kings, as we find 
them mentioned by Herodotus, Juftin, Diodorus, Strabo, 
and Mela*, but without any note of time, either about the 
beginning, length, or end of their reigns; neither can we af- 
firm, that they fucceeded one another in the order we have 
obferved, or even wheth'er they all reigned over the fame 
nations, or ruled as independent fovcrcigns of different 
tribes. However, we (hall to the lift of ^eir names fuhp 
join fuch particular fa^s as We find recorded of any of 
them, and with thefe we ffiall be forced to clofe tbii 
hiftory. 


• \ Herodet. lib. L cap, alt. 
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Kings of Scythia. 


I, Scythes. 

а. Napia, 

3. Phithra. 

4. SagilluBjOrProtothyas. 

5. Madyes. 

б. Thomyris* 

7. Jancirus. 12 

8. Indatyrfus, 13 


9. Targltaus, 

10. Calaxais, 

1 1. Scholypethes, 

or perhaps 
rather \ 
Scythopetes^ 
Panaxagoras. • 
Tanais, 

, 


14. Saulius^ 
iij.lBpargapircB, 

16. Aripithes. 

17. Scyles.' 

18. Oftaitiafades. 

19. Ariantes. 

20. Atheas. 

21. Lamhinusi 


Scythes is faid to have been a fon^of Hercules, begotten on 
a monfter, from whom the Scythian nation was affirmed by 
the fabulous Greeks to have taken their name, if not to be 
defeended®. ^ This hiftoryfeems to h:^vc been invented by 

* the Greeks for no other elul but to fully the origii^f the 

noble and warlike Scythians. 

Sagillus, Sagillus is faid to have fent his fon Panafagorus, wh^ 
is perhaps the fame with Protothyas, the father of Ma-s 
dyes, with an army of horfe, to the affiftance of Orithya, 
queen of the Amazons, againft Thefeus king of Athens. , 
To perfuaJehlm to this expedition, flie let him know that 
the Amazons were of Scythian race ; that it was mere ne- 
cellity that obliged them to dlfpatch their furvivlng huf- 
bands, and to ere£t themfelves into a female monarchy, 
and Co engage in this war. In a word, flie ufed all the 
arguments which could induce the Scythian king to give 
her affiftance i his fon came accordingly with a large army 
of horfe, but, foon after his arrival, upon fome difguft 
which that prince took at thefe brave heroines, he left 
them to the mercy of their enemies, by whom they were 
defeated ^ 

MaJjej- Madyes, fuppofed to have been the fame with the In- 
dathryfus of Strabo, though different from that of Hero- 
dotus, was the fon of Protothyas, a warlike prince, under 
whofc conduft the Scythians, having driven the Cymme- 
rlans, or northern Celtes, out of Europe, and purfued 
them into Afia, invaded the country of the Medcs, and 
held the greater part of Upper AGa in fubjeftion twenty- 
ei^ht years. TheoccaGon of their quarrel wi^h the Cym- 
merians,and of the AGatic irruption, is, indeed, no where to 
be found, but may, however be cafily conceived. Scythia did 
not afford fufficient food and fuftenance for its numerous in- 
habitants it was bounded on the north by a frozen region 


^Eerodoti Ub. iv»# 


t Juftin. . ex Tiogi lib* iii cap.« 4. 

and 
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and p&rpetual fnow ; where could they then difeharge their 
fuperfluous multitudes, but towards the more fertile coun- 
tries of the fouth, where the inhabitants, being probably 
enervated by an eafy and delicate life, were moft like to 
yield ^thcrti, , if not their country, at leaft a free palTage 
through it, and affift them with neceflaries ; hence it is 
that they fo rapidly paffed into Afia, and led their viftori- 
ous army even into^gypt. But here we are told they 
were prevailed upon by Pfammeticus, king of that 
country, either by prefents or entreaties, to proceed no 
farther. They made, likewife, fome incurfions into the 
land of the Philifllne: •, and it was in this expedition that 
they took the city of Bc*thfliean from the half tribe of Ma- 
nafleh, on this fide Jordan, and called it by their name, 
the city of the Scythians, or Scythopolis. In their return 
into Syria fome of their ftrag^lers plundered the temple 
of Ve^s at Afcalon, and for their facrilege were punilhed 
fpecies of hsemorrholds, common to the other fex; 

^4 which defeended to their pofterity as a brand of infamy. 

r They might probably have held their dominion in Aha 
much longer than they did, had not their indolence and 
exactions on the one hand, and the treachery of Cyax- . 
ares king of the Medes, on the other, put an end to it, 
in the manner we have related in that hiflory. What 
became of thofe that furvived the flaughter, we can only 
guefsatj many of them might fiibmit themfelves to the 
Medes, and continue there ; but a much greater number, 
as is fuppofed, entered into the fervice of Nebuchadnezzar 
part of whofe army is faid to have confifted of all the fami- 
lies of the north ; but the greateft part, according to Hero-^ 
dotus, returned to Scythia where they met with an un- 
expected reception from their fervants and Haves. Juftin, 
who calls this their third expedition, fays, it lafted but 
eight years*, during which time their wives, having given 
them over for loft, had married their fervants and Haves j 
to whom, as we have obferved, their mafters ufed, upon 
all fuch excurfions, to commit the care of their families 
and cattle. As foon, therefore, as the Scythians had en- 
tered their own territories, this upftart race of Haves fent to 
forbid their mafters to approach nearer at their peril- 
But Herodotus, who fpeaks of this expedition as the 
firft into Afia, and affirms it to have lafted twenty-eight 
years, adds, that their wives, unufed to be fo long idle, 
had taken their fervants and Haves to their beds, from 
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whom this new generation was fprung, which obftniffeci 
the return^ of their mafters into Scythia, after they had 
fufFered themfelves to be driven out of their Afiatic don- 
quefts by the Medcs. However that be, this flavifti off-^ 
fpring, having timely notice of their retumi* had fo well 
fortified and entrenched themfelves againft them^ that 
they w’ould, in all probability, have, kept them out, had 
not fome of the wifer Scythians bethought themfelves of 
a ftratagem which quite difcomfited that rebellious rout. 

They had already had feveral fkirmifhes with equal fuc- 
cefs on both fides, when one of the Scythian lords obr 
ferved, that it was beneath their dignity to fiffht with 
their flares as with their equals ; and that, it they de- 
figned to force them into fubmiflion, they muft fall 
upon them, not with warlike weapons, but with whips 
and fourges, fuch as they, were formerly wont to chaftife 
them with. This advice was followed Muth fuY^-ifing 
fuccefs, and the flavifh rebels were taken with fuch apaTlTtL 
at this new and unexpefted kind of war, that ihey laid* 
down their arms, and fled with the utmoft precipitation ^ 
As many of them as could be caught were put to ther 
moft cruel deaths, whilft their miftrefles, confclous of 
theirguilt, fought to avoid the refentment of their huf- 
bands by putting themfelves to death. After this fignal 
vidlory over their rebellious flares, the Scythians, accord- 
ing to Juftin, enjoyed a long and unmolefted peace till 
the days of Jancyrus. We muft, however, except the 
invafion under the next reign. 

Thomyris, Tomyris, or Tamyris, was that heroine^ 
whom we are told ^ Cyrus the Great demanded in mar- 
riage. But fhe fuppofing that her kingdom, rather than 
her perfon, was the objefl of his wiflies, fent exprefa 
orders to his ambafladors not to proceed. Cyrus, provoked 
cither at her refufal, or at her fufpefting his artifice, ad- 
vanced with his army againft the MaflTagetes, who were 
then under her dominion. What the ilTue of this expedi- 
tion was, and what credit may be given to the ftory of his- 
tragical end, and the revenge which that exafperated 
princefs took of him, we have^ already feen in another 
chapter. 

Jan^rus. Jancyrus, a magnanimous and haughty (Prince, is famed 
for the npblc anfwer which he fent to Darius king of Per- 
fia, when that monarch fent to demand of him the ufual 
prefents of earth and water in token of fubjeftion, and for 

J Berodot. Hb. n. capt 3, ^ • Idem lib, i. cap, 105, k feq, 
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the total defeat which he gave to the Perfian army 4 and as 
fuch feems to have been the fame with Herodotus’s Inda- 
thyrfus*, or to have been his immediate fucceflbr. The 
occaCon of this war with the Perfians is varioufly related 
by Juflin ^ s^d the laft quoted author the former tells ust 
that the Scythian monarch had exafperated Darius by re« 
fuGng to give him his daughter in marriage ; and the lat- 
ter introduces fom/ Scythian princes accufing him of 
being the firft aggreflbr, and having invaded the Perfian 
terntorics, whim Darius himfelf pretended only to re- 
venge the ravages which the Scythians had committed in 
Afia a hundred and twenty years before, when they held it 
in fubjcflion twenty-eight years. There is, therefore, no 
other way of reconciling time accounts, and the two dif- 
ferent names of the Scythian monarch, but by fuppofing 
the Jancyrus of Juilin to have been the father of Inda- 
thyji^, who, finding the refu&l of his daughter had pro- 
m^d the Perfian king to attack his dominions, refolved 
to fend his fon Indathyrfus to make an irruption into 
'^his territories; and dying foon after, he entailed that 
war upon his fon, in whicn he acquired (o much glory in 
the fequeL 

However that be, Indathyrfus, having received the proud 
challenge from the Perfian king^ implied in the demand 
of earth and water^ fent him this remarkable reply ; that 
as he acknowleged no lord but his progenitor Jupiter, and 
Vcfta, queen of the Scythians, he would ftiortly fend 
him a more fuitable praent, fuch as might, perhaps, 
make him repent of his arrogance. This prefent was 
afterwards dimatched to him, confiding of a bird, a moufe, 
a frog, and five arrows, without any farther application, 
Thefe, and the living creatures, Darius immediately in- 
terpreted in his own favour, to have been fent in token 
of fubimlEon. But Gobrias, who knew the Scythians 
perhaps better than his mafiex, and compared the meflage 
and the prefent together, gave quite another fenfe to the 
latter, namely, that the Perfians mult not hope to avoid 
the effcfls of the Scythian valour, unlcfs they could 
either fly like birds, plunge under water like frogs, or 
bury themfelves in earth like mice: whether or no 
this was the real meaning of the prefent, the preparations 
which he made agaiolt him fufl&ciently (hew, that it was 
d^figned to fignify an open defiance to the Perfian army. 

> Lib.lv. cap. 76, ifto, lay, ^ Iib.u,cap.5. 
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Accordingly the king of Scythia fummoned all the 
princes of the other tribes to come to his affiftahee againft 
the common enemy and invader of their country. They 
included the kings of the Gelonians, Budians, andSarma- 
tians; the Agathyrfians Neurians, Androphages, Melanch- 
Ixnians, and Taurians, Thefe being aflbmbledin council, 
and having debated the occafion of ;he war, were divided 
in their opinions ; the three firll only eftcemed it a com- 
mon caufe, and refolved to join Indathyrfus. As for ths 
other five, they fent him word, that as he had been the 
firll and only aggreflbr, by invading the Perfian territories 
without their participation, fo they did not think them- 
fclves at all concerned in the retaliation 'which Darius was 
preparing to make. That they would therefore fit quiet 
at home, till fome hoflilities had convinced them that the 
Perfians defigUs were eqqally levelled at them, in which 
cafe they would foon convince them that it was n'bt>their 
defign to fit idle, and fufFer their own territories to^u , 
invaded,. 

Indathyrfus was fo exafpqrated at this unexpedled mef- 
fage, that he refolved to be revenged on the other five 
treacherous nations, by drawing, if pofTible, the enemy 
into their country. To this end he refolved to fight no 
battle in the open field, but gradually to withdraw his 
army from the frontiers, to fill up all the wells and fprings, 
and to deftroyall the grafs and provifion as they proceeded. 
He divided his army into two columns ; one, under the 
command of Taxacis, was to adl in conjunftion with the 
Gelonians and Budaeans ; the other was commanded by 
the king himfclf ; whilft the Sarmatians were ordered to 
advance to the territories of king Scopafis, that in cafe the 
Perfians fhould penetrate that way, they might retire by 
the lake M?eotis to the river Tanais; and, upon their re- 
tiring, harafs them as much as they could. Taxacis 
was ordered to, keep ftill a da/s march before the Perfians, 
and to tire them with frequent Ikirmiflies, in order to 
draw them into the territories of fome of thofe five nations 
who had refufed to join them 5 and if that expedient did 
not fuccced,. they were left at liberty cither to return into 
^heir 0^^ country^ or attempt any other means their dif- 
cretton Ihould fuggeft. 

This difpofition being made, they fent away their wives 
and cKildrctt towards the northern parts, together with all 
the baggage and cattle they could fpare; then Indathyrfus 
commanded the beft of his hnrfc to march towards the 
enemy, whilft the reft followed them by private ways. 

ThV 
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This detachment, fir^ding the Perfian army advanced about 
three days march from the Idler, deftroyed all the produft 
of the ground, and then retreated. The Perfians purfued 
them as faft as they retired ftill farther back, till they had 
drawn them^,through Sarmatia into the territories of the 
JBudaeans, where they burnt and laid wafte all that came 
in their way. They continued their purfuit till they ar- 
rived at a great deftfrt of about feven days march ; and 
here Darius not thinking it proper to proceed farther, be- 
gan to build fome fpacious cities at equal diftances from 
each other. Thefe, however, he left unfinifhed, to go in 
‘purfuit of the flying Scythians, who by degrees drew him 
through - the territories of the Melanchlaenians, Andro- 
phages, and Neurians, who had left them to the mercy of 
fo powerful an enemy, and laid all wafte as they retreat- 
ed, that the Perfian army might find nothing for their 
fubfi^nce^. The remain der*of this expedition we have 
r^ir^iady given in a former fedlion : the refult of which was, 
that the Perfian monarch was forced to retire with the lofs 
of the greateft part of his numerous army (R), and glad 
to efcape with his own life, though at the expence of his 
glory. How much dearer ftill this invafion would have 
coft the Perfians, had the lonians, whom Darius had left 
to guard the bridge which he laid over the Ifter, kept their 
promife to the Scythians, and left them to deftroy it, may 
be eafily guefled j but, they only deceived them with a 
promife that they would demolifh it, and made a fhew as 
if they were going about the work in good carneft, by 
taking off fo touch of it on the Scythian fide as an arrow 
might reach, to prevent the Scythians from paffing and de- 

«= Herodot. ubi fupr. 

(R) If Herodotus’s account loud outcries, and purfued it 
of this tranfaiftion may be cre- with great eageriiefs. One 
dited, Darius was not fo much would expedl, that the Perfians 
repulfed by the arms of the wou)d have taken the opportu- 
Scythlans, as affronted at .an nity of falling upon them, 
unaccountable infiance of con- whilft they were in this confu- 
tempt which they occafionally fion ; but, it feems, Darius 
fliewed ro him, jufiasthetwo judged quit& otherwife of an 
armies were going to engage : enemy that Ihewed fo little re- 
he tells us they were both gard for his gallant army, as 
drawn up in order of battle, to turn their backs to it to run 
when a hare accidentally dart- after a hare ; fo that he thought 
ing in the interval between it high time to take Gobrias’s 
them, the Scythians immedi- advice, and to fccure his re- 
ately quitted their ranks with treat as foon as he could. 
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Saulm, 


Aripithes, 


Scythes* 


molifliing It, which, however, they foon rejoined again^ when 
the flying Perfians appeared \ by which means Darius once 
more cfcaped the fury of the purfuing Scythians, who faiI-» 
cd not ever after to load the lonians with the worft of 
epithets for their treachery. As foon as the^ found that 
Darius was gone beyond their reach^ they rcfolvcd to be 
avenged of him fome other way, and to make chem'felves 
amends for the ravages they had beeh forced to make in 
their own country. Thrace, fo lately conquered by the 
Ferflan king, became the unhappy victim of their fury i 
they laid it all wade as far as the Hellefpont, and repaiT-^ 
ing the Ifter, returned into Scythia loadcn with immenfe 
fpoils. 

SauHus. This was he who flew Apacharfis, a prince of 
the blood, for having ventured to introduce the nofturnal 
rites of the mother of the gods into Scythia, which he had 
feen performed among the Grecians. Though Anitsharfis 
had chofen a private place covered with a great wood, Tb’* 
perform this new worfliip in, yet he was difeovered in the 
midft of it by a Scythian, who went immediately to ac- 
quaint the king with his difeovery. Saulius haftened to 
the place, and found him playing on a timbrel before the 
images he had hung upon the creeS) and {hot him dead 
upon the fpot. 

Arlpithes had a numerous iflTue, but particuhrly one fon 
named Scythes, not by a Scythian, but by an Iftrian wo- 
man, who had caufed him to be educated in all the Grecian 
cuftoms and learning, Aripithes being afterwards killed 
by the treachery of the king of the Agathyrfians, this 
fon found means to pofTefs himfelf of his father’s king- 
dom. 

Scythes, though now king of Scythia, and married to 
one of his father’s wives, who was alfo a Scythian, yet 
preferred the Grecian cuftoms, in which he had been 
brought up by his mother, to thofe of his own country. 
To indulge himfelf in them, and avoid giving offence to 
his fubjefts, he bethought himfelf of thefollowing ibrata^ 
gem : he led his Scythians to the metropolis of the Boryf- 
thenians, which is reported to have been a colony of the 
Milefians, and leaving his army ^ore the place, entered 
it alone; then cauftng the gate/to be {liut, and centinela 
to be placed at each of them, he put off his Scythian drefs* 
cloathed himfelf after the Grecian manner, and walked 
about the city without guards or attendance. Thus he 
continued a whole month, conforming to the Grecian 
worftip, cuftoms, and drefs but afterwards pefumed his 

Scythian^ 
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Scythian habits and departed. Not content with often 
repeating the fame praftiqe, he btiilt a palace in that city, 
and married a native of it. He waa going to be initiated 
in the rites of Bacchus, and had prepared all things for 
the ceremoify, when the outward court of his fumptuons ' 
palace, which he had adorned with marblc-ftatutes repre-^ 
fenting fphynxes, aiyl griffins, was demolilhed by thunder. 

This accident did not, however, deter him from accom- 
plifhing his initiation ; but, whilfl: he was in the midft of 
It, a Boryfthenian went and advertifed the Scythians, in 
.words to this effe£l : You upbraid us with celebrating 

our Bacchanals, because when polTcffed with the god, we 
lofe, you fay, the ufe of our reafon ; come now, and be- 
hold your king celebrating thofe rites with a divine fury, 
and be yourfelves cyc-witnefles how that god has taken 
pofleflion of him*” Some of the principal Scythians were 
immediately introduced into tfic city, and with grief and 
indignation beheld their prince from one of the towers, 
performing Bacchanalian rites with a numerous choir. 

At their return they acquainted the army with what 
they had feen, which fo enraged the Scythians, that as 
foon as he arrived among them, they revolted from Q^amafa 
him, and chofe his brother Oftamafades in his room. 

Scythes being informed of the occalion of this revolt, fled 
into Thrace ; and his brother purfued him with a nu- 
merous army as far as the banks of the liter, where he 
found Sitalces, king of Thrace, advancing to meet him. 

Put as both armies were preparing to fight, Odtamafades 
received a melTage from tne Thracian king to this effefl: : 

Why Ihould we try the fortune of war ? thou art my 
filter’s fon, and haft my brother with thee ; deliver him 
up to me, and I will fend Scythes to thee, fo lhall we 
avoid the hazard of a defeat.’- Odtamafades agreed to 
the propofal, and furrendered his uncle to Sitalces, who 
immediately decamped with his army, and the new king 
of Scythia having received his brcTther, caufed his head to 
be immediately taken off**. 

Ariantes was that prince who, being defirous to know JrimteSt 
the number of his fighting men, ordered them all to ap- 
pear at a fet time, throw every one the tip of an 

arrow into a common heap, which amounted to fuch a 
bulk, that he caufed it to be call into^a large capacious 
bowl, as a monument of the tranfaftion, and dedicated 
it to Exampaeus ^ 

* Herpdot. lib. ii* cap. • Id. ibid. cap. li. 
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The hft king we fliall mention in this hiftory (S), and 
under whom the Scythians are faid to have received a con- 
fiderable overthrow^, was Atlieas, or as he is called by 
others, Maiheas, and Machaeas. This prince being en- 
gaged in a war with the Iflrians, a people pf Myfia, on 
the fouth banks of the mouth of the river ifter, fent to 
Philip king of Macedon to defire his afliftance \ and pro- 
mifed, in cafe of his compliance, to make him his heir 
to the crown of Scythia. But the Iftrians having, at the 
news of this powerful fuccour, delivered him of his fears 
by their fudden departure, he fent another melTage to 
Philip, in which he told him flatly, that he had neither 
fent for his afliftance, nor promifed him his crown j that 
the Scythians neither wanted the help of the Macedonians, 
nor did their king want an heir, whilft he had a fon alive. 
Philip, who was then befieging Byzantium, fept to defirc 
him at leaft to remit him'^fome money to defray^^art of 
the expences of the fiege, as he had paid nothing eithar. 
towards the fubfiftence, or reward to the auxiliaries which 
he had fent at his requeft. 

Atheas had no way to elude fo reafonable a demand, 
but by excufing bimfelf upon the inclemency of their cli- 
mate, and barrennefs of their foil, which he faid was fo 
far from contributing to their opulence, that it fcarcely 
afforded them fufEcient'fuftenance. Philip, provoked at 
feeing himfelf thus baffled, refolved to retaliate. Whilft 
he was raifing the fiege, in order to enter into a war with 
them, he fent the Scythians word, that he had vowed to 
ereft a ftatue to Hercules at the mouth of the Ifter, which 
he defircd liberty lo come and fet up there, as he was a 
known friend to the Scythians. Atheas, who fufpedled 
his defign, anfwered, that if he had a mind to perform 
his vow, he need but fend the ftatue, and he would take 
upon himfelf the care to fet it up, and preferve it in fafe- 
ty : but that he would by no means fuffer him to bring his 
army into his territories : he added, that if heperfifted in 
his refolution of coming inperfon to ereft the ftatue, they 
would foon melt and caft it into arrows, to be ufed againft 
the Macedonians. Philip paid no regard to thefc me* 

» 

^ JuHin, lib. IX. <^vap. z, 

(S) Wc have (WTiitted fc- diculous to deferve a place in 
veralof their kings, concerning this work, or at beft fo vague 
whom we either meet with no- and uncertain, efpecially in 
thing except their names, or point of time, that it is impof- 
fomething too tabujous and A- Able to flx it to any epocha. 

nacc» ; 
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mCCs ; and both monarchs being highly exafperated againft 
each other, a bloody battle enfued, in w'hich our author 
tells us, the Scythians, though fuperior in ftrength and 
courage, were overcome by the fagacity of the Macedo- 
nian king ^"twenty thoufand women and children were 
carried off prifoners, befidesa vaft quantity of cattle, and 
twenty thoufand of^ their fineft mares, w^hich they fent 
into Macedonia to improve the breed. As for gold and 
filver, they found none, and this, our author obfervcs, was 
the firft: proof which the Scythians gave of their poverty 
• in that refpeft. 

Hovv^ever, this oveijthrow is not fo univerfally allowed 
among ancient authors, as the war is, neither doth it con- 
fift well with what our author has declared in another 
place : where he introduces Mithridates haranguing his 
army, part of which confifted of Scythians, and compli- 
menting their known valour with the overthrow of the 
two kings, Darius and Philip, who having but dared to 
invade their territories, had been put to a fhameful flight 
But be that as it will, it is plain their overthrow was not 
fo confiderable as to hinder them from fignalizing them- 
felves upon many occafions againft the Macedonians, Ro- 
mans, and feveral other nations, in the fequeJ, 

Lambinus is fuppofed, upon what account doth not 
clearly appear, to have been the laft king of Scythia^. 




CHAP. XV. 

‘The Hijlory of the My/tans. 

The Defcriptlon of the Country, the Manners, Cujloms, 
Religion, i£c. of the Inhabit g^nts. 

T his fmall country is thought to have borrowed its ftamu 
name from tlje^ydian word myfos, fignifying a 
beech^tree, becaufe it rell^iM’kably abounded with fuch. It 
was divided into the Greater andLefferMyfia. MyfiaMinor 
lay on the Propontis, and from thence extended to Mount 
Olympus, bounded by Bithynia and the Propontis on the 

fc Vid. Hcyl. lib, iii. p. 17*. 
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north and weft, by Phrygia Minor on the fouth, and by 
Phrygia Major on the eaft. Myfia Major was bounded on 
the north by Phrygia Minor, on the fouth by ^olia, on 
the caft by Phrygia Major, and on the weft by the - 5 igean 
fea- What Strabo calls Myfia Minor, Ptolenay denomin- 
ates Myfia Major \ the former is alfo named Olympena 
from Mount Olympus, and Hellefpoptiaca, becaufe fome 
towns anciently belonging to it were feated on the Hel- 
kfpont. That part of Myfia, which lay between Ancyra 
of Phrygia and the river Khindacus, is called by Straoo, 
Abrettana, and the remaining part Morena- The former 
denomination is often given to all Myfia* 

In that part of Myfia Minor, which lay on the Propon- 
tis, were the following cities 5 Cyzicus or Cyzicum, feat- 
ed in an ifland of the Propontis, bearing the fame name, 
but joined to the continent with two bridges by Alexander 
the Great, It borrowed its name from Cyzicus, Iflng of 
that ifland and the adjacent continent, who is faid to have 
been killed through miftake by Jafon, the Argonaut. This 
city, when firft known to the Romans, was one of the 
greateft and richeft of all Afia, and hence was ftyled by 
Floras, the Rome of Afia, and celebrated by him and aU 
the other Latin writers for its walls, bulwarks, haven, 
marble towers, &c, • Among its magnificent buildings, 
the chief temple is particularly celebrated by. the ancients ; 
the whole ftrufture was of polifhed marbfe> and the joinings 
covered with lines of gold ; the pilla/s were four cubits 
thick, and fifty high, each of one piece. The ftatue of 
Jupiter, which flood in the temple, was of ivory, and 
moft exquifi te workmanfhip In after ages this city made 
a glorious ftand againft Mithridates, who loft under its 
walls no fewer than three hundred thoufand men^ and 
after all could noc reduce it. However, the ancient in- 
habitants of this city and ifland were generally deemed a 
cowardly and effeminate race ; infomuch that a man of a 
timorous difpofition was contemptuoufly called a Cyzican *, 
Tully "* reprefents them as a quiet and inoffenfive people, 
unaccuftomed to ambitious machinations againft the neigh- 
bouring nations, and willing to facrifice every thing to the 
enjoyment of the fweets of peacc^^The current coin of this 
ifl3nd,calledftater,weighing eighteen drachms, wasengraved 
With fuch nicety, exaftnefs, and fltill, that they were looked 

* Florus. lib, iii, cap. 5* * XiphilinuB in Diene. Plin. lib. 

ixicvi cap. 15. * HefyehiuB. Erafi Chiliad, ^ A6t. iii. 
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.upon in thofe days as a miracle of art(T), The inhabi- 
tants pretended to a very great antiquity, and believed that 
their city had been given by Jupitfer to Profcrpinc for her 
dowry, on which account they worfhipped her as their 
chief deity^« As for the beauty, magnitude, richnefs, and 
laws of this city, we refer the reader to Appian \ It was 
ruine'd by an earthquake, and the fallen marbles and pil- 
lars were conveyed to Conftantinople, to embellifh that 
city. Under the Romans it was the metropolis of the 
confular Hellefpont ; but is at prefent little better than a 

.village, known under the names of Chizico, Spiga, and 
Palormi- 

Parium, fo called from Parus, the fon of Jafon. Some 
think that Archilochus, the famous writer of iambics, was 
a native of this place. In this city was a naked Cupid, 
much celebrated by the ancients, and deemed no ways in- 
ferior*to the famous Venus of* Cnidos. In its neighbour- 
hood lived the Ophiogenes mentioned by Pliny who arc 
faid to have had the gift of curing the bites of ferpents 
with their touch. Not far from hence flood a flateJy 
temple of Apollo Adlseus and Diana, which being demo- 
liftied, the ruins were employed to build an altar at Pa- 
rium, which was looked upon as one of the miracles of 
Afia. The ancient Parians were a colony of Milefians, 
and the more modern inhabitants came from the Romans, 
whoin all this province had but two colonies, namely, 
Parium, and Troas. Homer makes Parium and Adraftia 
one and the fame city ; but Strabo diftingulfhes them- 
Parium is now reduced to a village, but retains its ancient 
name. 

Lampfacus, or Lampfacum, was feated at the entrance 
of the Propontis, over againft Callipolis, in the Thracian 
Cherfonefc. It was built, according to fome, by the Pho- 
cenfes, according to others by Priapus, who was a native 
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(T) This gave birch to the 
Greek proverb 

an expreflion ufed in commend- 
ing any eminent perfm^g^e 
in the art of engraving ; 
the Cyzican flateres were the 
utmoft effort of that arc. This 
coin reprefented on one fide 
Cybcle the great mother of the 


gods, and a lion on the other, 
which has made fome imagine 
the above mentioned proverb 
to be a taunt on thofe, who 
boaft of their prowefs, and af- 
fe<fl CO appear like liona, 
though they be in reality aa 
timid and fearful as women (i ). 


(i) £nifm« Chiliad. 
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of this place, and the mod infamous of all the hfeathert 
deities. This city is faid to have borrowed its name from 
a young woman named Lampfaces. It had a capacious 
and fafe harbour, and a noble temple confecrated to Cy* 
bele. It was in ancient times famous for it<«^ wine, ^nd 
on that confideration given by Artaxerxes to Themiftocles, 
in his exile. Alexander the Great conceived fuch an 
averfion to this city for the lewdnefs and vices of the in- 
habitants, that he rcfolved to lay it in afhes *, a defign 
which the inhabitants having timely notice of, difpatched 
deputies to intercede for mercy, and avert, if poffible, their^ 
impending doom. They no fooner appeared before Alex- 
ander, than the incenfed monarch, to redeem himfelf 
from their importunity, folemnly vowed that he would 
deny their requeft. Whereupon Anaximenes, who was 
at the head of that embafl’y, addrefled the king thus : 

Mofl: juft and powerful monarch, the inhabitants of 
Lampfacus, having been fo unhappy as to incur your royal 
difpleafure, and defiring to atone for the enormous crimes 
that could provoke the wrath of fo merciful a prince, have 
fent us to beg that you would utterly deftroy their unfor- 
tunate city, a punifliment richly deferred by thofe who 
could provoke your difpleafure.” This unexpe£l:ed re- 
queft, and the vow which Alexander had made to rejeft 
their petition, occafioned its being preferred from de- 
ftruftion. Priapus w^as w^orfliipped here in a particular 
manner, and his temple was a perfeft fink of lewdnefs, a 
very fchool of the moft unnatural luft. Tully p repre- 
fents the inhabitants of Lampfacus as a quiet and indo- 
lent people, more fit to reJifli the eafe of peace, than to 
fuftain the toils of war. This city is ftill in a tolerable 
good condition, lituated ina pleafant plain, furrounded 
with vineyards, that produce excellent wine. The Greeks 
call it Lampfaco, and the Turks, Lepfeck. 

We will not pretend to mark out the cxa£t bounds of 
the midland Myfia, which, according to Strabo, lay be- 
tw;een the river Rhyndacus and Mount Ida. Here Ste- 
phanus places the city of Apollonia on the banks of 
the Rhyndacus, which rifes from a lake, bearing the 
name of the city. This lake, now the Lake of 

.Abouillon, is twenty-five compafs, and eight 

miles wide, interfperfed with feveral iflands, whereof 
the largeft, which is three miles in circuit, is called Abou- 
illona. As the village, fituatc in this ifland, bears the 
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fame name, fome modern travellers ^ take it to be the 
ancient Apollonia, which was once a city of great note, 
and maintained its luftre till the reign of the emperor 
Alexis Comnenus, when it was taken and pillaged by the 
Turks, as are told by his daughter Comnena. Apollo 
was undoubtedly the chief deity of that city; for bcfides 
that it bore his namq, he is reprefented on the reverfe of 
feveral medals of this city*". 

The chief rivers of the Myfia Minor are the Rhyndacus Riven, 
and the Granicus. The Rhyndacus, called by Pliny, Ly- 
•cus, and by the moderns Lartacho, has its fource in the 
lake of Apollonia or ArJ:ynia, as Pliny names it, and falls 
into the Propontis near Cyzicus. This river is memor- 
able in the Roman hiftory for the overthrow of Mithri- 
dates, who defigning to furprife Lucullus, was himfelf 
furprifed by that great commander, and his army cut to 

S icces on the banks of this river. The Granicus rifes on 
fount Ida, and difcharges itfelf into the Propontis be- 
tween Parium and Cyzicus, This river Alexander crolTed 
at the head of thirty thoufand Macedonians, in face of the 
Perfian army, which was fix hundred thoufand ftrong. 
Travellers obferve that its banks are very high and fteep on 
the weft fide, fo that the forces of Darius had a confider- 
able advantage. This river, at prefent, is called the Sou- 
foughirli, the name of a village which it waters. 

In this part of Myfia ftands Mount Olympus, called by 
the ancients Olympus Myfiorum, to diftinguifli it from 
feveral other mountains of tbe fame name. It is one of s 
the higheft in Afia, and great part of the year covered 
with fnow. 

The city of greateft note in Myfia Major, was Pergamus, 
feated in a fpacious plain on the banks of the Caicus, It 
was the royal feat of the Attalic kings and of Eumenes, and 
enriched with a library containing two hundred thoufand 
choice volumes, for the tranferibing of which, parchment 
was here firft invented, and thence called by the Latins 
Charta Pergamena. Ptolemy, king of) Egypt, gave oc- 
cafion to this ufeful contrivance by prohibiting the ex- 
portation of the Egyptian papyrus, in order to defeat the 
defign of Cumenes kingjjfPergamas, which was to caufc 
all the valuable books, extant, to be carefully tran- 
feribed, and to make a colledlion that might vie with Pto- 
lemy's famous library at Alexanrlria. In Pergamus wpre 
likewife invented thofc cdftly hangings which we call 

>■ Tournefort, nbi fupri, 

Upeftry 


s Toutnefortp Voyag, au Lcrantt 



384 The Hijiory of the 

tapeftry, and the Romans named, aulaeai from aula, fig- 
nlfying a hall^ becaufe the hall of Attalus, who invented 
them, was the lirft room adorned with this furniture. 
Galen, the famous phyfidan, was born in this city; and 
here -ffifcTulapius is faid to have praftifed cphyfic. Wd 
muft not forget that Pergamus was one of the feven 
churches ihentionedin the Revelations. It is now -an in-* 
confiderahle place, thinly inhabited/ There are ftill to be 
feen in the neighbouring fields, the ruins of tlie palace 
of the Attalic kings, of an acquedu£f, and a theatre. 

On the coaft of the greater Myfia were feated the cities 
Antandrus, Scepfis, Aflus, Adramyttium, and Pitane. 

S§ilanJ The foil of this country is one m the finell and richeft 

Ciimate* of Afia, and as fuch celebrated by the ancients It 
abounded in corn and wine, and was well ftocked with 
cattle, and had a great many large plains for pafture. It 
was plentifully watered with fmall rivers running down 
from Mount Ida and Olympus. In fhort, the Myfians, as 
Philoftratus informs us, with refpeft to their country, 
were the happieft of all the Afiatics. 

Or^in* As to the origin of the Myfians, Herodotus * informs 
us, that they were Lydians by defeent. According to his 
account, Manes, the firft king of Lydia, was father of 
Cotys, and Cotys of Atys, W’ho had three fons, Lydus, 
Myfus and Cares. ^ From Lydus the Lydians, formerly 
called Mseones, from Mreon the father of Cybcle, bor- 
rowed their name. Myfus and Cares planted Lydian co- 
lonies in the neighbouring countries, which from them 
were named Myfia and Caria, Others derive them from 
the Phrygians, and tell us, that Myfus was not a Lydian 
but a Phrygian. " .Strabo derives the Afiatic Myfians from 
thofe of Europe, inhabiting that traft which lies between 
^ Mount Hermus and the Danube, and is now known under 
tbe names of Bofnia, Servia, and Bulgaria. There are 
divers other opinions touching the origin of this people, 
which it would hi of no ufe to relate, as they are moftly 
founded on drftorted and far-fetched etymologies. 

Ckara^er, As to the character of the ancient Myfians, it muft be 
confidered at different times, for they feem to have been 
once a warlike people. Herodotu^. and Pliny fpeak of a 
very powerful army of Myfiac^-^fraTroians, which, before 
theliojan war, paffing over the Bofphorus into Europe, 
fubtiued all Thrace, and, advancing to the Ionian Sea, 
penetrated as far as the river Pencus. Rut, in after-agc«, 
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they degenerated from the valour of their anceftors, fo as 
to be looked upon as the moft contemptible and infigni- 
ficant nation on earth ; infomuch, that the Greeks^ had 
no exprefTion to fignify more emphatically a perfon of no 
worth or mprit, than to call him '‘the laft of the My- 
fians.” They were prone to tears, and on that account 
employed by the Greeks ^ to attend their funerals, and 
lament over the dcceafed. Their language was, in all 
likelihood, the fame as the Phrygian and Trojan, with 
fome variation of dialed. As to their manners, cuftoms, 

^arts, and fciences, we are quite in the dark. Their trade 
we can only guefs at from their fituation and wealth ; for 
Philoftratus informs us,* that in ancient times they were 
the moft wealthy nation of all Alia. 

Their religion was much the fame with that of the Religion* 
neighbouring Phrygians, of whom they did not fall (hort 
in fup^rftition. They worfhip'^ed the fame deities, and 
ufed the fame religious ceremonies, whence fome believe 
them to have been originally Phrygians, Cybele had a 
(lately and rich temple at Cyzicus ; and there was one 
dedicated to Apollo Adlaeus near Parium. Nemefis alio 
is numbered among their deities, and was worfhipped in 
a magnificent temple, built by king Adraftus, not far 
from the city of Parium, whence both the country and 
the goddefs were named Adraftia. Priapus was worshipped 
by the more modern Myfians ; but unknown to them even 
in Hefiod^s time. The Myfian priefts abftained from llelh, 
and were not allowed to marry. It was a ceremony prac- 
tifed among them to facrifice a horfe, and eat his entrails 
before they were admitted to the priefthood. 

Concerning their government, thus much appears, that 7/jeir htf~ 
it was not always monarchical. We find no mention tory. ^ 
made of their kings till the Argonautic expedition ; but 
authors are of opinion that they had kings long before 
that time,. Diodorus^ tells us, that they lived in fubjec- 
tion to Ninus, by whom they had been conquered, and to 
the Aflyrian kings his fucceflbrs. After the deftruiftion 
of Troy, and difperfion of the Trojans, the Myfians pof- 
fefled themfelves of great part of that country, which they 
held till they were corMjj^r^ by Croefus king of Lydia. 

The firft ting of Myfia^ find mentioned is Olympus, Olympuj* 
faid to have married Nipsea, the daughter of Jafius 
Jafion, brother to Dardanosking of Troy*, ^ 

* Strabo, lib, xii. Cic.pro Flacco, 7 Mfcy\. in Perlis. Erafm. 

Chiliad, ^ Lib. n. cap, 1, SchoUalt. Apolh p. 1 55. 
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Tcuthras appears next 5 it is uncertain whom he 
ceedcd j he is faid to have reigned over the Myfians, Ci-* 
licians, and Ceteans**. He married Auge, daughter t6 
Aleus the king of Arcadia’s fon^ As he had no iffu^ 
male, he gave his daughter Agriope, whonr. he had by 
his firft wife, in marriage to Telephus his fecond wife’s 
fon by Hercules He built a city, fralJing it Teuthrania, 
whii:h name became more common to the country where 
the new city flood, and, in procefs of time, to all Myfia 
He had another daughter, named TecmefTa, who, in 
the divifion of the booty, which the Greeks had got in 
plundering Myfia, fell to Ajax the fon of Telamon. 

Teuthras was fucceeded by Telephus, a natural fon of 
Hercules by Auge. Telephus being expofed by his grand-* 
father’s order on Mount Parthenins, was there nurfed by a 
hind till he was found by the (hepherds of one Corythus, 
who brought him up ashisdwn child. Being defirous, when 
he was grown up, to find out his mother, he was direfted 
by an oracle to fleer his courfe towards Myfia, where he 
was received with incredible joy, not by his mother only, 
but alfo by king Teuthras her hufband, who beftowed his 
daughter on him, and appointed him his heir. In the 
Trojan war he firft fided with king Priam, and was dan- 
geroufly wounded by Achilles; but was afterwards pre- 
vailed upon by the Greeks to ftand neuter/, Paufanias 
and Ariilides tell us, that he planted a colony of Arca- 
dians in the neighbourhood of Pergamus. Jornandes^ 
makes him king of the Goths, thus confounding the Eu- 
ropean with the Afiatic Myfians ; for thofe of Europe, 
whom Pliny calls Maefians, are thought to be defeended 
from the Myfians of Afia. Telephus had two fons, Eury- 
pylus and Latiniis. Eurypylus, according to fome^, was 
killed in the Trojan war j according to others, fucceeded 
his father, or reigned Over the Cilicians ^ Latinus is faid 
to have led a colony of Ceteans' into Italy*'. 

Eurypylus left one fon, by name Ariiis, who fucceeded 
his father .or grandfather, and was flain in fingle combat 
by Amphialus, the fon of Neoptolemus, who poflefled 
binifelf of the kingdom of Myfia*. We read of no other 
tings of Myfia till many ages aft^^when the Attalic fa* 
mily reigned at Pergamus, vrflich we lhall f^afc of in its 
^proper place. 

^ Stnb. lib. xiii, , c Diodor. lib, rv. cap. 3. ** Strab. lib. xiil, 

B Pindar, in Qlymn. r Diodor, lib. iv. Strab. lib. xiii. Appol- 
lodor. Stephan. e De rebuii Getticis, Calaber, 

lib. vi. vii. viii. Byginus fab. 113. tStrab. lib. xiii, fcClo- 
renus, p- 115* ^ PaufaniM in Atticii. a 

CHAP. 



The Hiftory of the Lydians, jSj 

W 

CHAP. XVI. 

Hijiory of the Lydians^ 

S E C T. I. 

The Defcription of Lydia, 

^^HENCE this country derived the name of Lydia is 

not determined* Some, led by the affinity of words, ^ 
bring it from Lud, Sherti’s fourth fon, whom they pretend 
to have ifettled here. But this opinion we fhall examine, 
when we come to enquire into the origin of the Lydians. 

All th& ancient writers tell usi. that Lydia , was firfl called 
Maeonia, or Meonia, from Meon, king of Phrygia and Ly- 
dia ; and that it was known under no other denomina- 
tion till the reign of Atys, when it began to be called Ly- 
dia, from his fon Lydus. Bochart finding in his learned 
colledlion of Phoenician words the verb luz, fignifying to 
wlnd^ and obferving that the country we are fpeaking of 
is watered by the Maeander, fo famous for its windings^ 
concludes, that it was thence named Lydia, or Ludia* 

As to Meon and Lydus, he denies there ever were any 
fuch perfons. To fupport this opinion, he endeavours to 
prove that the Phoenicians, and after them Mofes, who, 
in the defcription of countries made ufe of their terms, 
gave the name of Lud not only to Lydia on the banks of 
the Maeander, but likewife to Ethiopia, where the Nile, 
as Herodotus obferves", has as many turnings and wind- 
ings as the Maeander itfelf. Now as thefe two countries, 
lying on the two moft winding rivers then known, were 
named Lud, which word fignifies to bend or wind^ who 
can doubt,’* fays he, but they had their common deno- 
mination from the rivers which watered them As to the 
ancient name of Maeonia, he takes it to be a Greek tranf- 
lation of the Phoenician word lud, wherein he agrees, in 
fome meafure, with Stephanus, who derives the name ot 
Maeonia from Mseon,^b«^gicient name of the Mopander- 
Somc take the word maeonia to be a tranflation of a He^, • 
brew word fignifying metal^ bccaufe that country, fay 
they, was in former times enriched above any other with 
mines. 
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Though Lydia and Maeonia are by moft authors indif- 
ferently ufed for one and the fame country, yet they are 
fometimes diftinguiflied ; that part, where Mount Tmolus 
flood, watered by the Paiflolus, being properly called 
Maeonia, and the other, lying on the coaft, Lydia. This 
diftinftion is ufed by Homer, Callimachus, Dionyfius, and 
other ancient writers. In after-ages, when the lonians, 
who had planted a colony on the cdafl of the Egean Sea, 
began to make fomc figure, that part was called Ionia, and 
the name of Lydia given to the ancient Mseonia. 

Gi^graphy, Lydia, according to Pliny Ptolemy, and other ancient 
geographers, was bounded by the Myfia Major on the 
north, by Caria on the foiith, by Phrygia Major on (he 
eaft, and Ionia on the weft, lying between the 37th and 
39 degrees of north latitude. What the ancients ftyle 
the kingdom of Lydia was not confined vdthin thefe nar- 
row boundaries, but extended from the river Halys to the 
Egean Sea. Pliny’s dcfcription includes iEolia, lying 
between the Hermus and tfie Caicus j but that traft we 
fliall confider apart. 

Sardis* The chief cities of Lydia were Sardis, the metropolis of 
that kingdom, and the feat of king Croefus. This city 
ftood on the banks of the Paftolus, at the foot of Mount 
Tmolus. The Perfians thought Sardis of fuch confequence 
after it fell into their hands, that Xerxes, hearing it was 
taken by the Greeks, commanded one of his attendants to 
cry aloud every day while he was at dinner, the Greeks 
have taken Sardis a practice which was continued till 
he recovered the city. It was utterly ruined by an earth- 
quake, and rebuilt by Tiberius, Th^re are ftill to be feen 
the ruins of a large palace, and two magnificent churches, 
with a great many pillars and cornices of marble. Not 
far from Sardis ftands a village of the fame name, 
which fome take to be that Sardis mentioned in the Reve- 
lation as one of the feveii churches. Near this city was to 
be feen, in Herodotus’s time p, the fepulchrc of Xlyattes, 
the father of Croefus, whereof the foundatioiT was of ftone, 
but the whole fuperflrufture of earth, being fix furlongs, 
two hundred feet in circumference, and a thoufand three 
hundred feet in breadth. 

ThWadiU Philadelphia, formerly thftrftcoiid city of Lydia, and 
fo called from Attalus Phjladelphus, brother to Eumenes, 
ftood in a fpacious and fruitful plain on the north fide of 
Mount Tmolus. In this city were anciently celebrated the 

* Lib. V. cap. v H^rodot. lib. i. cap. 93. 
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common feafts of all Afia, :1s appears from an infcrlption 
quoted by Spon 'i. It was one of the feven churches^ and 
continued to make a good figure under the Greek em- 
perors. It was the laft in Afia Minor that fubmltted to 
ihe Turks, aAd that upon very honourable terms, after fix 
years fiege. Among the Greeks it retains its ancient 
iiamej but is known theTurksbylhe name Allachfheyer. 

Paft of the antient walls is ftill remaining, with the 
ruins of an amphitheatre, and fome fepulchres ; whence 
the bodies, according to an ancient tradition among the 
inhabitants, were tranfported by the Chriflians into Europe. 

Thyatira, a colony 0 / the Macedonians, as Strabo in- Thyaiira^ 
forms us % was fituated in a pleafant plain, not far from 
the river Hermus. This city was another of the feven 
churches, audits prefent ruins tefiilfy its former grandeur, 

The Gv'eekfi call itThyra, and the Turks Akhifar. It is 
a place of fome trade for corn and cotton, inhabited by 
about five thoufand Turks. 

Magnefia, by the Turks called Guzethifar, feated on the Magnejia^ 
Mxander, was formerly a city of great note, as the ruins 
.of many {lately buildings demonflratc. Here Themiftocles 
died, this being one of the three towns that Xerxes al- 
lotted to him for his fubfiftence, during his exile. It is 
ftill a large, handfome, and well-built city. Another 
city of the fame name ftood at the foot of Mount Sypilus 
on a rifing ground, whence it commanded a very large 
and beautiful plain, famous in hiftory for many battles 
fought there, but efpecially for that between Antlocbus 
and the Romans, under the command of LScipio, which 
decided the fate of Afia. This city was for fome time the 
feat of the Ottoman empire, and is ftiJJ the capital of 
Carafia. 

Sypilus is the only mountain in Lydia of any note. Mount Sym 
The goddefs Sypilene took her name from this mountain ; pilus. 
or rather Cybele was called Sypilene, becaufe fhe was 
v/orfhipped in a particular manner on Mount Sypilus. 

And hence on the reVerfe of a 1 moil all the ancient me- 
dals of Magnefia, this goddefs is reprefented fometimes 
on the frontifpiece of a temple with fouir pillars, and fome- 
times in a chariot, ^littarch informs us, that Mount Sy- 
pilus was like wife named ?!fe Thunder Mountain, becaufe 
k thundered more frequently there than in any other 
part of Afia ; and hence we find on the reverfe of feveral 
veiTels ftamped at Magnefia, Jupiter armed with thundcr- 

q Voyage d’ltalie, Sre, r Strabo, li6i xiii. p. 430. 
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t^lts. Mount Tmolus, and in ancient times Timolus^ wa( 
fffifl/BfjF. p^ce very' famous for its wine and fafFron. 
iiver^^ The rivers of this countij, that we fliall take notice 

are the Padlolus, which rufning'from Mount Tmolus, wa- 
ters the city of Sardis, and then difeharges hfelf into the 
Hermus, or Sarabat. It was called by the ancients Chry- 
forhoas, from the colour qf its fan4s, which fhine like 
gold®. The Cayfter, celebrated by the poets for the 
fvvans that frequented its banks, has its fource in Phrygia 
Major, bathes Lydia, and empties itfelf into the Egean 
Sea near Ephefus, It has almoft as many windings, if. 
Spon is to he believed, as the Macander itfelf, 

Origin and to the origin of the Lydians, Jofephus, and after 
the ecclefiaftic writers, derive them from Lud, 
Shem’s fourth fon ; but this opinion has no other foundai 
tion than the fimilitude of names. Some of the ancients 
will have the Lydians to be^a mixed colony of Phrygians^ 
MyAans, and Carians. Others, finding fome conformity 
in religion and religious ceremonies between the Egyptians 
and Tufeans, who were a Lydian colony, conclude them, 
without any farther evidence, to be originally Egyptians. 
All we know for certain is, that the Lydians were a very 
ancient nation, as is manifeft from their very fables ; for 
Attis, Tantalus, PeJops, Niobe, and Arachne, are all 
faid to have been the children of Lydus. And Zanthua 
in his Lydiaca, quoted by Stephanus, informs us, that 
the ancient city of Afcalon, one of the five fatrapies of 
the Philiftines mentioned in the books of Joftiua and the 
Judges, was built by one Afcalus a Lydian, whom Achi- 
amus king of Lydia had appointed to command a body of 
troops which he fent, we know not on what occafion, in- 
to Syria. The Heraclidae, or kings of Lydia defeended 
from Hercules, began to reign before the Trojan war, and 
bad been preceded by a long feries of fovereigns, fprung 
from Atys, and hence ftyled Atyadse 5 a ftrong proof of 
the antiquity of that kingdom. 

Covir^'^ The Lydians began very early to be ruled by kings, 
whofe government feems to have been truly defpotic, and 
the crown hereditary. We read of three diftinft races of 
kinga^ reigning over Lydia, viz, thee; Atyadse, the Herac- 
lidac^ and the Mermnadae. Atyadae were fo called' 

frongt Atys the fon of Cqtys and grandfon of Manes, 
Manes, the fon of Jupiicr and Tellus, the firft king of Mac- 
gnia^ had by CalUrhoc, the daughter qf Qceaous, one 

fon 
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Con by name Cotys ; Cotys, by Halia the daughter of Tul- 
!us, had two, Afius and Atys; from Afi us, Lydia borrowed 
the name of AGa, which in procefs of time became com- 
mon to the whole continent. Atys married Callithca the 
daughter of (^horsus, and had by her Lydus and Tyrrhe- 
nus. Lydus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of Mae- 
onia, Which in his rejgn began to be called Lydia. Tyr- 
rhenus led a colony ‘into Italy, and fettled in Hetruria, 
now Tufeany. This is the account DionyClus Halicar- 
nnflenGs gives us of the kings fprung of Atys, or the firll 
jace of the Lydian kings. 

The Atyadee were fucceeded by tlie Heraclidx or th^ 
defeendants of HerculSs. For, Hercules being, by the 
direftion of the oracle fold as a Gave, to Omphale queen 
of Lydia to expiate the murder of Iphitus, hadj during 
his captivity, by one of her flaves a fon named Cleolaus, 
whofe *grandfon Argon was the firft of the Heraclidse that 
afeended the throne of Lydia. This race is faid to have 
reigned, from Argon the firft to Candaules the laft, five 
hundred and five years, the father fucceeding the fon for 
twenty-two generations ^ They began to reign about the 
time of the Trojan war. 

The third race called Mermnadse, began to reign not 
long before the Medcs fliook off the Affyrian yoke. The 
Mermnadae were alfo, properly fpeaking, Heraclidae, be- 
ing defeended from one Lemnos, or, as Apollodorus calls 
him, Agelaus, the {on of Hercules by Omphale. The 
firft king of this race was Gyges, and Cwcfus the laft. 

As to their charadler, it muft be confide/ed at diffe- 
rent times : under Croefus, and fame of his predeceflors, 
they were undoubtedly a very warlike people j for, they 
reduced all the neighbouring countries, and fpr^ad far and 
wide the terror of their arms. But being afterwards fub- 
dued by the Perfians, and enjoined by Cyrus according to 
the advice given him by Crnefus, to wear long yefts and 
apply |:hen>felves to fuch arts only as had a natural ten- 
dency to debauch their manners, and ennervate their cou- 
rage, they became by degrees a m.oft voluptuous and ef- 
feminate race, unfit for aftipn, and entirely given up to 
idlenefs, pleafures, diverGons. 

The foil of this couptr^s^ on account of the many rivers 
that watered it, was exceeding friiitful ; it abounded in all 
forts of gi.ain, and is celebrated for its exquilite wines. 

c Hcrodot. lib, i. csp. 6. et Teq. 
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It was enriched with feveral mines, whence Croefus is 
faid to have drawn his immenfe wealth. 

As 10 the religion of the Lydians, it feems to have been 
much the fame with that of the Phrygians, They wor- 
ftiipped Diana, Jupiter, and Cybcle at Magpefia, under 
the name of Sypilene ; for, in the alliance concluded be- 
tween thofe of Smyrna and Magnefia on the Maeander, in 
favour of king Scleucus Callinicius, both parties fwore, 
as appaars from the Arundelian marbles, by the goddefs 
Sypilene. She borrowed this name from Mount Sypilus, 
or perhaps from a town of the fame name, which, as, 
Strabo informs us ", was ruined by an earthquake in the 
reign of Tantalus. In the fame city of Magnefia flood a 
temple of Diana Leucophryna, no ways inferior to the fo 
much celebrated temple of Diana Ephefiana. 

The cuftoms of the Lydians were much the fame with 
thofe of the Greeks, except that they ufed to prbflitute 
their daughters ; for the young women among them had 
no other fortune but what they earned by proflitution ; 
after they had by ihis pra£tice acquired a competent dowry, 
they were allowed to marry. They punifhed idlenefs as 
a crime, and inured their children from their infancy to 
hardfliips. Tlaeir arms were not bows and arrows, as 
fome have pretended to argue from Jeremiah ^ but long 
fpears, fueh as were anciently ufed by the horfe ; and in 
horfemanfhip, if Herodotus is to be credited, the Lydians 
far excelled all other nations. They were the firfl that 
introduced the art of coining gold and filver, to facilitate 
trade ; the firfl that fold by retail ; that kept eating houfes 
and taverns j and invented public fports and fliews, which 
were therefore called ludi by the Romans, who borrowed 
them of the Tufeans, that were defeended from the Ly- 
dians. Herodotus informs us * on what occafion they in- 
vented thofe public and feveral other private diverfions* 
During the reign of Atys, the fon of Menes, a great fcar- 
city of prdvifions prevailed all over the kingdom of Lydia, 
which the inhabitants endured for feveral years with af- 
tonifhing patience *, but as the eviltcontinued, in order to 
divert their minds from the confideration of their unhappy 
condition, they applied themfelves* ^ all manner of di- 
verfion, and fome inventing »ne game, others another, 
they gradually introduced dice, balls, and fuch other di- 
verfions as were in ancient times ufed among the Greeks, 

u Strabo, lib. i. p- 38, v jerem^ xlvi, 9. * Hero- 

ubi Tupra, cap. 93t9i« 
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chefs only excepted, whereof the Lydians, as we are tolj 
by Herodotus, do not challenge the invention. Having 
thus contrived various kinds of divtrfions, they ufed to 
play one whole day without intermiflion, eating and drink- 
ing the neiCt day without other amufement. After they 
had continued thus alternately falling, and feafting, find- 
ing that their calamities increafed rather than abated,* the 
king divided the whole nation into two bodies, command- 
ing them to determine by lot, which of the two fliould 
remain at home, and which go abroad in queft of new 
, feats, fince their native country could not afford them 
fufficient maintenance. The king appointed his fon 
Tyrrhenus to commantj thofe who fhould be obliged to 
remove, himfelf remaining to reign over thofe who fliould 
have the fortune to ftay. Thofe, who by lot were con- 
llrained to abandon their country, marched to Smyrna, 
where’ they equipped a fmair fleet, and putting to fca, 
after many adventures arrived in that part of Italy which 
was then called Umbria, and now Tufcany. There they 
changed their name, and were no longer called Lydians, 
but Tyrrhenians from their leader Tyrrhenus. 

The trade of the ancient Lydians is no where mention- Commerce^ 
ed ; but we may fuppofc it to have been very ccmfiderable, 
efpecially under the latter kings, when Lydia was in the 
meridian of its glory *, whoever confiders the fplendor of 
this monarchy, and commodious fituation of the country, 
cannot doubt but commerce mufl here have flourifhed to 
a very eminent degree. To this remark we may add the 
immenfe riches, not only of the Lydian princes, but 
of feveral private perfons. Herodotus y mentions one, 
named Pythius, who not only entertained Xerxes and all 
his army, while he was marching with innumerable forces 
to invade Greece j but made him an offer of two thoufand 
talents of filver, and three millions nine hundred nine- 
ty-three thoufand pieces of gold, bearing the ftamp of Da- 
rius. The fame Pythius had prefented Darius, the fa- 
ther of Xerxes, wich'a plane-tree and vine of maflive gold, 
and was reckoned, after the kings of PerGa, the riched 
man in the known world. 

r Herodot. I'lbi vii. cap. 27. 
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The Reigns of the Kings of Lydicu 

M^Jnes, ^HE firfl king of Lydia wc find mentioned in hiftory 1$ 
^ Mafnes, or Manes. He is faid to have been the fon 
of the eartl^, vhicbi in the language of the ancients, de- 
notes him to have bepn pf mean extratjlion. Heraclides 
mentions an anonymous king of Lydia, who, from the 
abjeft condition of a journeyman or flave to a Cartwright, 
living at Cyma, was raifed to the throne of Lydia. The 
fanie author adds, that as the Lydians were difburfing the 
money for his ranfom, a citi 4 en of Cyma, for whom the 
Dave was at that time making a cart, infilled on his finilh- 
ing what he had in hand before he was fet at liberty,' pro- 
tefting that he valued more thp glory of having a cart 
made by the king of Lydia, than all the gold they could 
offer. This fortunate flave may have been Mafnes, fince 
he, in regard of his mean defeent, is called by the ancients 
Son of the Earth. Heraclides does not tell us what in- 
duced the Lydians to place a flave on the throne ; but we 
may fuppofe this to have been brought about by the advice 
of fome oracle, as it happened in the cafe of Gordius king 
of Phrygia*, for Heraclides informs us, that the Lydians 
chofe a flave for their king, in hopes of being refeued by 
his means from the oppreffions they groaned under. 

Cotjif, Mafnes was fucceeded by his fon Cotys, and Cotys by 

Atjs, his fon Atys, in whofe reigns, as the country was over^ 
flocked with inhabitants, the great famine, which we have; 

. mentioned above, reigned for the fpace of eighteea years, 

and obliged the king to divide his fubjedls, keeping one 
half of them at home, and fending the other abroad, in 
quell of new fettlements, under the condu£l of his younger 
fon Tyrrhenus. 

l)/duj. Atys was fucceeded by his fon Lydus, from whom the 

country, hitherto called Mseonia, took the name of Lydia, 
Altymui* Alcymus, the next fovereign, is reprefented as an ex- 
cellent prince, who had nothing fo ituich at heart as the 
welfare of his fubjefti ; whence, in the feventh year of his 
reign the whole nation met as Suidas, informs, to offer up 
prayers and facrifices for his health and profperity. Ste- 
phanus calls him Alciamus, and adds, that in his time 
the city of Afcalon was built by Afcalus fon of Hymenaeus, 

and 
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anti brother Ip Tantalus^ ^ho conduced an army of Ly. 
dians into Syria. 

Adrymetes, or Adramytis, mentioned by Athenreus, is AdrjmUt. 
faid to have been the firft that -employed women in fuch 
miniilries a3 other kings had aiTigned to eunuchs. 

Cambletes, Camblitas, or Gambles, a debauched princ^, CambleW. 
who ‘murdered his .wife, and afterwards revenged -her 
death by laying violent hands on himfelf. Athenaeus fays, 
that he was fo ravenous as to devour his wife in his fleep, 
and that finding her hand in his mouth next morning, he 
• was fo grieved and afhamed of what he had done, that he 
put himfelf to d^ath: 

Tmolus put an end to his own life by throwing himfelf Tmoluj, 
headlong from a precipice, impelled to this extremity 
by Diana, for having raviOicd Arrhipe, one of her fol- 
lowers 

Theoclymenus fucceeded Ms father Tmolus, of whom Thtocly* 
w'e find nothing in hiftory, but that he buried his father menus. 
on Mount Tmolus, which from him had its name. 

After Theoclymenus, Marfyas reigned, who, on what Marfyau 
occafion we know not, repairing into Italy, built, as we 
are told, by Solinus®, the city of Archippena. 

Jardanes fucceeded Marfyas \ and in his reign all man- Jesrianit. 
ner of lewdnefs prevailed in the kingdom of Lydia to fuch 
a degree, that Omphale, the king’s only daughter, could 
not find (belter, even within the walls of the royal palace, 
againfl the infults of the licentious multitude, the moft 
infamous liifts receiving a kind of fanftion from the ex- 
ample of the prince. 

On the death of Jardanes, his daughter Omphale was, Omphale. 
by the unanimous votes of the nobles placed on the throne. 

She puniflied with great feverity thofe by whom (lie had 
been abufed in her father’s life-time ; and by caufing the 
flaves all over the kingdom to be (hut up with their mif- 
trefles, extended her revenge to the whole nation. But, 
in the mean time, falling in love with Hercules, (he gave 
herfelf entirely up to him, and had by him a fon named 
Alcaeus* 

Omphale was fucceeded by her fon Alcaeus, according Aleeeue. 
to fpme aifthofs, wiio affirm he was the firfl: king of Ly- 
dia of the race of Hercules* 

After Alexus, reigned Belus* and after Belua his fon Ninus. 
Ninus, of whom wc know nothing but their bare names* 

z Flqtarsh. de Fluviis. ® Solinui, lib* vii* 
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Argon fucceeded his father Ninus, and is’faid to have 
transferred the royal feat to Sardis. Herodotus fays, Ar- 
gon was the firfl o"f the defeendonts of Hercules that 
teigned in Lydia. 

Argon was fucceeded by his fon Leon ; Ledb by Adry- 
fus, who reigned thirty-fix years ; Adryfus by Alyaifes, 
who reigned fourteen j and Alya&es by Melesi who 
reigned twelve. 

CandauleSj the fon of Myrftts, was the laft king of this 
fecond race, and loft by his injprudcnce both his life and 
kingdom. The faeft is thus related by Herodotus ^ : he • 
had a wife whom he ibaflionately Iqved, and believed the 
moft beautiful of her fex. He extolled her charms to 
Gyges his favourite, whom he ufed to entruft with his 
moft important affairs; and the more to convince him ef 
ber beauty, refolved to ftiew her to him quite nakt^d: he 
acordingly placed him in the porch of her chamber, where 
the queen ufed to undrefs when fhc went to bed, ordering 
him to retire after he fhould have feen her, and take all 
poffiblc care not to be obferved. But, notwithftanding all 
rfie caution he could ufe, {he plainly difeovered him going 
out; and, though ftie did not doubt but it \v,as her huf- 
band*s contrivance, yet (he paffed that night in a feeming 
tranquility, fupprefling her refentment till next morning, 
when {he fent for Gyges, and refolutely told him that he 
muft either by his death atone for the criminal aftion he 
had been guilty of, or put to death Candaules the con- 
triver of it, and receive both her and the kingdom of Ly- 
dia for his reward. Gyges at firft earneftly begged of her 
that {he would not drive him to the neceffity of fuch a 
choice. But finding that he could not prevail with her, 
and that he muft either kill his mafter or die himfelf, he 
chofe the former part of the alternative. Being led by the 
queen to the fame place where her hufbartd had polled 
him the night before, he ftabbed the king while he was 
allecp, married the queen, and took pofieffion of the king- 
dom, in which he was confirmed by the anfwer of the 
Delph ic oracle. The Lydians having taken up arms to 
revenge the death of their prince, an agreement was made 
Between thCrn and the followers of 'Gyges, that if .the 
oracle Qiould declare him to bd" lawful king of Lydia he 
Ihould be permitted to reign ; if not, he Ihould refign the 
crown to the Kferaclidge. The anfwer of the oradc prov- 
ing favourable to Gyges, he was univerfally acknowleged 

i» Herodot. lib. i. cap. B, g, 10. 
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for lawful king of Lydia. Candaules is faid ' to have pur- 
chafed a picture, painted by BularchaSj reprefenting ^ 
battle of ihe Magnetes, for its weight in gold, a circum^ 
ftance which fliews how early the art of painting began 
to be in requeft, for Candaules was contemporary with 
Romulus. 

Gyges having thus polTefled himfelf of the kingdom of Yr. of O, 
Lydia, fent many rich and valuable prefents to the oracle . 
or Delphos, among others, fix cups of gold weighing 

thirty talents, and greatly eftecmed for the workmanfhip. 

He made war on thofe or Miletus and Smyrna, took the Gyga. 
city of Colophon, and fubducd the whole country of 
Troas. In his reign,* and by his permifiion, the city of 
Abydus was built by the Milefians. Plutai ch, and other 
writers, relate his acceffion to the crown of Lydia in a 
quite different manner, and tell us, without making any 
mention qf the queen, that Gyges rebelled againfl: Can- 
daules, and flew him in an engagement. As to his fa^ 
bulous ring mentioned by Plato'’, aiulTully®, we refer 
the reader to Tzetzes, Suidas, and Philoftratus. Gyges 
reigned thirty-eight years, and was fucceeded by his (on 
Ardyes. 

This prince carried on the war againfl the Milefians, Yr. of FI. 
which his father had begun, and pofTefled himfelf of 
Prienel in thofe days a flrungcity. In his reign the Cim- 
merians invaded and over-run all Afia Minor; but what * 

battles were fought between the Lydians and thefe in- Ardyes, 
vaders, and with what fuccefs we find no where mention- 
ed. Herodotus only informs us^ that in the time of 
Ardyes they pofTefled themfelves of Sardis, the metro- , 
polis of Lydia, but could never reduce rhe caftle. Ardyes 
reigned forty-nine years, and was fucceeded by his fon, 

Sadyattes, who reigned twelve years, and warred moll ^adjattej- 
part of his reign with the Milefians s. 

After him came his fon Alyattes, who, for the fpace Yr. of FI. 
of fix years, waged a bloody war with Cyaxares king of the 
Medes. The occafioii of this war we have related in the 

hiflory of the Medes. It was carried on with various fuc- 

cefs, the Medes forrkJtimes defeating the Lydians, and the Alyattc:. 
Lydians fometime^ peevailing over the Medes. In the 
fixth year, while both armies were engaged, the day was 

c Plln. lib. XXXV. cap. g. a Plata de Rep. Irb. ix. & x. 

• Cic. lib. lii. de Offle, ^ Hcrodot. ubi fupra, cap. 15. rldem 
ibid cap. 16. . , 
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all on a fuddcn turned into night (U), a phfcnomenort 
wHiijh fo frightened both the Lydians and Medei, thai 
they laid down their arms, and {hewed a ftrong incliilatioil 
to adjuft their differences in an amicable manner : a: paci-i 
fication was effefted accordingly, by the mediation of Syefi- 
nefis king of Cilicia, and Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon. The peace was ratified by a marriage between Ary- 
cnis, the daughter of Alyattes, and Aftyages, the fon of 
Cyaxares (W). Peace being thus concluded between the 
Lydians and Medes, Alyattes employed all his forces 
againft the Scythians, and, after a war which lafled feveral 
years, had the good fortune to rid his kingdom of thofe 
troublefome guefls. He was attended with the like fuc- 
cefs in the war he undertook againfl the Sihyrneans, 
whom he defeated in feveral battles, and at laft made him- 
fclf mailer of their capital and Whole country. con- 
tinued, for five years, the war which his father had begun 
Againft the Milefians, ravaging their country, and about 
harveft-time carrying away all their corn yearly, in order 
to oblige them, for want of provifions, to furrender iheit 
city, which he knew he could not reduce any other way, 
the Milefians being at that time mailers of the fea. In 
the twelfth year of this war the Lydians having fet fire to 
the corn in the fields, the flames were carried by a«violent 
wind, which happened to blow at that time, to the temple 
of Minerva at Aflefus, and burnt it doWn to the ground. 
Not long after, Alyattes falling fick, fent to confult th^ 
oracle at Delphos i which refufed to return any anfwef 
till fuch time as the king iliould rebuild the temple of Mi- 


' (U) This total eclipfe fell 
upon the 28th of May, and 
had been foretold by Thales 
the Mileflan, feme years be- 
fore. 

(W)The account which He- 
rodotus gives us of the caufe of 
this war feems to fomc writers 
highly improbable. And truly 
it is not very likely, that the 
Scythians, tailing out among 
thenifelvcs, fhould have had re- 
courfe to either of thofe kings, 
whofe countries the Scythians 
had over-run, and oftentimes 
plundered. They had chiefly 


reafon to diftruil Cyaxares, fof 
the treachery he had Ihewn in 
malTacring fuch of their coun- 
trymen as had fettled in his do- 
minions. Others are of opi- 
nion, that Alyattes being jea- 
lous of the too great power 
of Cyaxares (who had feized, 
after the conqueft of Nineveh, 
the regions belonging to the 
Aflyrianrf' as far as the river 
Halys) entered into an alliance 
with the Scythians againft the 
Medes, and that the war wai 
carried on with the mint forcei 
of the Lydians and Scythians. 
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tierva at AflTefus. Alyattes, thus warned, difpatched 
arhbafladors to Miletus, enjoining them to conclude a 
truce with the Milefians till the temple fliould be rebuilt. 

On the arrival of the ambaffadors Thrafybulus, then 
king of Mijitus, commanded all the corn that was at 
that time in the city, to be brought into the market- 
place; ordering the, citizens to banquet in public, and 
revel as if the city were plentifully ftored with all man- 
ner of provifions. This ftratagem Thrafybulus prac- 
tifed to the end that the ambafladors, feeing fuch quan- 
.tities of corn* and the people every where diverting 
themfelves, might acquaint their maften: with their afflu- 
ence, and divert him from purfuing the war. As Thra- 
fybulus had defigned, fo it happened ; for Alyattes, who 
believed the Milefians greatly diftrefled for provifions, re- 
ceiving a different account from his ambafladors, changed 
the truce into a lafting peace, and ever afterwards lived 
in amity and friendfhip with Thrafybulus and the Mile- 
fians Alyattes had tvvo fons, Croefus, by a Carian, and 
Paataleon, by an Ionian. Croefus fucceeded his father, 
after he had reigned fifty-feven years. 

Croefus enlarged his dominions fo as to be not inferior of FI, 
to any prince of that age, though there were in his time 
three very powerful monarchies, namely, Media, Babylon, ^ 5 ,^ 
and Egypt. Croefus was the firft that made war on the E- — 

phefians, whofe city he befieged and took, notwithflanding 
their confecrating it to Diana, and faftening the walls by a 
rope to her temple, which was feven ftadia diftant from 
the city. After the redu£lion of Ephefus he attacked, 
under various pretences, the Ibnians and i^lolians, oblig- 
ing them, and all the other Greek ftates of Afia, to pay 
him a yearly tribute. He alfo formed a defign of equip- 
ping a fleet to attack the inhabitants of the iflands, but 
was diverted from this thought by Bias of Priene, or, as 
others fiiy, by Pittacus of Mitylene (X). He afterwards 

fub- 

h Herodof. lib, i. cap. 17, & feq, 

(X) Bias arriving at Surdis of his army confided In ca-r 
from Greece, told Croefus, in- valry. Then Bias acquainted 
quirlng what news he 4)rotight him, that the iflanders had no 
from thence, that the illanders fuch defign, but were no lefs 
had brought ten thoufand horfes pleafed in hearing that he dc-^ 
with a defign to attack him by figned to attack them by fca, 
land; which Croefus believing, than he was at the news of 
thanked the gods for infpiring their preparing to attack thenv 
them with fuch a refolution, as by land. Whereupon Croefus, 
knowing that the main flrength being folly apprifed of the 

rafhneft 
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fufad«bed the Phrygians, Myfians, MaryandiaJ, ChalybeSi 
PapWhgoniana, Thracians, Thynians, Bithynians,Carians, 
DorianSi -ilolians, Pamphilians, and all the nations that 
lay between Lydia and the river Halys Athenseus men- 
tions a fignal vidlory he obtained over the Sacj^ans, a Scy- 
thian nation, in memory whereof the Babylonians, his al- 
lies yearly celebrated a feaft, which they called Sacaea. 
Croefus having by thefe vi£lories acquired great fame, 
many wife men of that age went to Sardis, on purpofe to 
vifithim, and among others Solon, who, after having pub- 
liflied his laws at Athens, had abfented himfelf from his, 
country, under pretence of travelling, for ten years, that 
he might not be obliged to repeal any of the conftitutions 
which he had eftablifhed ; for the Athenians could of 
themfelves make no alteration, the citizenshaving taken a 
folemn oath to obferve his laws for ten years. Being arrived 
at Sardis, he was with great hofpitality entertained by 
Croefus in his own palace, and a few days after his arrival 
carried to fee the wealth and magnificence of his treafury, 
which when he had feen, Croefus afked him who was the 
happleft man he had ever known, believing that he would 
give, without any hefitation, the preference to the king 
of Lydia. But Solon, as he was an enemy to all man- 
ner of flattery, and refolved on all occafions to fpeak the 

S lain truth, anfwered, that Tellus the Athenian was the 
appieft man he had ever feen (Y). Croefus again afked 
him who was the happiefl man after Tellus, not doubting 
but he would name him at leaft in the fecond place ; but 
was again difappointed, the philofopher adjudging the fe- 
cond place to CJeobis and Bitoii, two Argives (Z). Cree- 

fus 


I Idem. ibid. cap. 26, & feq. 


rafhncfb of his defign, laid it 
afide, and concluded vin alliance 
with all the Greeks that inha- 
bited the iflands. ^ 

(Y) Tellus was an Athenian, 
had many virtuous childrL'i), 
who all furvived him, and after 
having enjoyed all the happi- 
nefs, which the condition of 
mortals is capable of, ended his 
life in a molt glorious manner. 
For coming to the afliftance of 
his countrymen, in a battle 
fought at Eieufis agaiufl the 


neighbouring people, he put 
the enemy to flight, and died 
ill the field of viiftory. He 
was buried by the Arhenians, at 
the expence of the public, in 
the place where he fell, and 
yearly honours were paid to his 
memory. 

(Z) Thefe two Greeks prov- 
ed vitftorlous in the Olympic 
games, and all other public 
Iports. Their mother was a 
prieftefs of Juno, who being 
one day obliged to go to the 
templcj 
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{us fecming highly diffatisfied with Solon for preferring 
the condition of private men to that of fo rich and powers 
ful a prince as he^ the philofopher informed him> that it 
was impofliblc to judge of the unhappinefs of any man 
before deaths and that all things ought to be meafured by 
their end ^ Not long after the departure of Soloni Crocfu3 
loft his favourite fon Atys, who was unfortunately killedi 
at the chace of a wilS boar, by Adraftus, fon of Gordius^ 
and grandfon of Mydas king of Phrygia, who had fled to 
Sardis for refuge This lofs was no fmall allay to hia 
"happinefs, for he continued difconfolate for two years, 
*and in a ftate of inaftion, till the conquefts of Cyrus, and 
growing power of the Perfians, roufed up his martial fpi- 
rit, and diverted his mind to other thoughts. He appre- 
hended that the fuccefs, which attended Cyrus in all his 
undertakings, might at laft prove dangerous to himfelf, 
and therefore refolved to put a ftop, if poflible, to his 
cpnqueft. To this epd he confulted all the oracles of any 
fame either in Greece or Africa (A), he ftrengthened him- 
felf 

i Idem. ibid. cap. 30, & feq, ^ Idem. ibid. cap. 43. 

temple, whither fhe ought to to be made and dedicated at 
have been carried in a chariot Dclphos (1), 
drawn by a yoke of oxen, her (A) We are told by Hero- 
fons, feeing that the oxen were dotus(2), ihatCrcefus fent am- 
iiot brought from the field at bafladors to the oracles of Del- 
the time appointed, yoked phos, of Abe, of Phocis, of 
themfelves, and drew the cha- Amphlaran8,ofTrophomus, of 
riot thefpace of forty-five fur- Branebis, and of Jupiter Am- 
longs. This a£lion was greatly mon, enjoining them to pro- 
extolled by all the people that pofe, each to the oracle he 
were afiembled at the temple, to confult, and all on the fame 
and their mother, tranl'ported day, the following queftion: 
with joy in feeing her fons fo “ What is Croefus, the fon of 
much honoured W the whole Alyattes, king of Lydii, now 
nation, begged or the goddefs doing?’' What anfwer the 
that (he would reward her chil- . other oracles returned we find 
dren with what Ihe thought nowhere mentioned ; but that 
would prove mod advantageous of Delpbos, as Herodotus in- 
to them. Having put up this forms us, anfwered thus: “ I 
petition, and after offeringTrhe know the number of the fands 
ufual facrlfices, banquetCQ with of Lybia, the meafure of the 
her fons, they both fell afleep, ocean, the fecrets of tjie filent 
and died in the temple. The and dumb lie open to me* 1 
Argians, in commemoration of fmell the odour of a lamb and 
their piety, caufed their ftatues tortoife bpUing together in a 

(i) Herodot. lib. i« (a) Lib. i. cap. 46, 47, & feq. 

• VoLi iy» Dd braacB 


4»% 



Hiftory of the Lydians^* 

felf with alliances, and, having raifed a great body of 
forces, marched into Cappadocia, then belonging to the 
Pcrfians, before his* allies could join him. Here he en- 
camped near the city of Sinope, on the Euiinc fea, took 
the city of Pteria, and laidwafte all the adjacent country. 
Cyrus hearing of the enemies motions, put himfelf at the 
head of a powerful army, and marcliing into Cappadocia, 
encamped in fight of the Lydian army. Here, after fc- 


brazen cauldron ; brafs is un- 
der, and brafs above the flelh.*’ 
Croefus hearing this anfwcr, 
adored the god of Delphos, and 
owned that the oracle had fpoke 
truth ; for on the fame day 
that his ambaifadors confulted 
the oracle, he was employed 
ill boiling together a lamb and 
a tortoife in a cauldron of brafs, 
^hich had a cover of the fame 
metal, thinking it Impoffible 
that any, but a god, could 
know what he was doing. 
Whereupon he immediately of- 
fered to the Delphic Ajwllo a 
facrifice, confiding of three 
thoiifand oxen; and to ren- 
der him more propitious, he 
brought out beds ot gold and 
filver, veflels of gold, robes of 
purple, and other rich apparel, 
and burnt them all together, 
commanding the Lydians to 
follow his example. On this 
occafion fomuch gold was melt- 
ed down, that one hundred 
and feventeen tiles were made 
out of it; whereof the longed 
were fix fpans in length, the 
ihorteft three, but all one fpan 
in thicknefs, Thefe, with a 
golden lion weighing ten ta- 
lents, and many ocher richpre- 
fents Creefus fent to the Del- 
phic oracle, enjoining his am- 
bafiadors to enquire whether he 
Ihould undertake a war againft 
the Perfians. The oratlc re- 
turned this anfwer ; “If Cree- 
fue pafles the Haly s, he will put 


an end to a vad empire.*^ Thl^ 
anfwer was capable of being 
interpreted either of Peifia of 
Lydia. Croefus hearing this 
anfwer, and not doubting in 
the lead, but that he Ihould 
overturn the Perfian monarchy, 
fent more prefents to ,the ora- 
cle, and two daters of gold to 
each of the inhabitants of Del- 
phos. Inconfiderationofwhich, 
the Delphians granted Croefus 
and the Lydians a right to con- 
fult the oracle before any other 
nation, together with the firft 
place in the temple, and the 
freedom of the city for ever. 
Croefus, having made thefe pre- 
fents, fent a third time to con- 
fult the oracle, whether he 
Ihould long enjoy the kingdom. 
The oracle anfwered, “ That 
he Ihould reign till a mule ruled 
overtheMedes,** which Croefus 
deeming impofiible, concluded 
■that he and his poderity were 
to hold the kingdom, of Lydia 
for ever. But the oracle, as it 
was afterwards interpreted, by 
a mule meant Cyrus, whole 
parents were of different na- 
tions, his mother being a 
Mede, and his father a Perfian. 
And^ow Creefus, relying on 
thefe fallacious anfwers, and 
believing invincible, 

marcheo, without waiting for 
the troops of his allies, into 
Cappadocia, where he was met 
by Cyrus at the head of a^' 
' powerful army. ^ 

veral 
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veral (kirmifliea, ti two armies came at lafl: to a general 
engagement, wherein many fell on both Tides. The night 
coming on, the armies parted on "equal terms. But 
Crccfus fearing to venture a fecond battle, as his forces were 
notncar fo numerous as thofe of Cyrus, retired in the night- 
time, and Inarched with all poffible expedition to Sardis, 
where he difbanded his troops, enjoining them to re-af- 
femble at the end of five months; for he did not in the 
leaft apprehend that Cyrus, who had not been able to get 
the better of him in the field, would venture to advance 
'^to his capital, Cyrus, finding the next morning that the 
* enemy had left the field, refolved to puifue him to Sardis, 
and oblige him to venture a fecond battle before he could 
be joined by his allies. This refolution was executed 
with fuch expedition, that Cyrus, at the head of his army, 
appeared in the plains of Sardis, before Croefus had any 
intelligence of his defign. The Lydians were ftrangely 
alarmed at fo bold an attempt, which they had neither 
forefeen nor expefled. The king, however, drawing to- 
gether what forces were ftill remaining, marched againft 
the Perfians, by whom, after a fharp engagement, he was 
put to flight, and forced to fhut himifelf up in Sardis, 
which was foon after taken by afiault, and Croefus him- 
felf made prifoner. In the attack of the town, Croefus 
would have been killed, had not his fecond fon, who to 
that time had been fpeechlefs, cried out to the Perfian 
who was ready to ftrike, Spare Croefus ! Thus he 
was faved and carried to Cyrus, who porpmanded him to 
be put in fetters, and placed on a great pile of wood, with 
a dpfign to burn him, and fourteen young Lvdians, in ho- 
nour of the gods, as a facrifice and the firll-fruits of his 
viftory. Then Croefus recolledling the words of Solon, 
that no man can be truly happy before his death, pro- 
nounced thrice that great philofopher’s name ; which Cyrus 
hearing, underflanding what induced him to invoke 
Solon, commanded him to be taken down from the pile, 
and ranked among his friends and counfellors K Xeno- 
phon tells us, that Cyrus received his royal prifoner* with 
great kindnefs and humanity, when he was firft prefented 
to him, without meQtioning the treatment which we read 
of in Herodotus. The firjl favour Croefus begged of the 
conqueror was, that he would give him leave to fend his 
fetters to the oracle of Delphos, as the trophies of the 
fuccefs which Apollo had promifed. This favour Cyrus 
iviUingly granted ; but the oracle, or cathei the priefts, 
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convinced Crcefus thaibe ahd nbtApollb was tb blame 
Thus ended the ancient kingdom of Lydia, which conti- 
nued fubjeft to the f^erfians, till they alfo were conquered 
by the Macedonians, as we have feen in the foregoing 
part of this hiftory. •» 

CHAP. XVII. 

i 

7he Hijlory of the Ly dans', andAndent Cilkians, ' 

SECT. I. 

Hiftory of the Lycians. 

Name and ^HIS country was originally called Mylias, or Tre- 
A jnile, from the Myliae, a people of Crete who fettled 
there, as Herodotus ” and Stephanus informs us, and after- ' 
wards Lycia, from Lycus, the fon of Pandion, king of 
Athens. The proper Lycia lies between the 36th and 
38th degrees of north latitude. It was bounded by Caria 
on the weft, by Pamphylia on the eaft, by Phrygia Major 
and part of Pamphylia on the north, and by the Mediter- 
ranean on the fouth. 

*n Idem ibid, cap 90, 91. Xenoph. Cyropaed. lib. vii. Valef. 
Excerpt. Diodor. Sicul. p. 14.1. Plutarch in Solon. Polyacn. Stra- 
tagem, Jib, vii. in Cyro Cnefo, & Solino in Polyhiftor, cap. i. 

» Herodot. lib. i cap. 173. & lib, vii. cap, 91, 

(B) The oracle anfwered, truly informed, continued the 
that the god himfelf could not oracle, he ought to have fiirit 
reverfe the decrees of fate, and again to enquire whether hla 
that Crcefus, in the fifth ge- own, or that of Cyrus was 
ueration fuffered for the crime meant by the oracle. But if 
of one, who at the inftigation he neither underftood the true 
of a woman, had murdered his meaning of the oracle, nor 
. mafter, and pofTefTed himfelf would be at the pains of fuing 
of a crown which did not be- for a farther explanation, his 
long to him ; and that as»to the misfortune and downfal was en- 
anfwers of the oracle, he had tlrely owing to himfelf, Croe- 
no rbilbn to complain; for fus, hearing this'anftver, ac- 
Apollo only foretold that by Icnowleged himfelf to be in 
malcihgWaron the Perfians, he the wrong; and cleared the 
would overturn s great mo- oracle from all fufpicion of 
narchy. Had be deftr^d to be fal&ood. 

Tliis 
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This country was divided into two parts, the Maritime 
and the Mediterranean. The moll remarkable cities on citift* 
the coaft were Telmefliis, or TelmilTtls, feated on a noted 
bay in the weftern limits, ^whofe inhabitants are faid to 
ha^{ir"been ;l>e firft who pretended to interpret dreams. 
Patara, fituated on a hill, formerly celebrated for a temple 
and Oracle of Apoljo, not inferior to that of Delphos. 

At Patara Apollo was faid to refide the fix winter months, 
and the fix fummer months at Delos, whence the epithets 
^of Patarseus Apollo ° and Sortes Lyciae p. This city was 
, greatly improved and embelliihed by Ptolemgeus Phil- 
adelphus, and called, Arfinoe from his wife who bore that 
name, but the former denomination prevailed. Myra, 
built on a high hill about twenty furlongs from the coaft, 
mentioned in the A£ls *1, was the metropolis of Lycia when 
a Roman province, and of confequence in the Chriftian 
times an archbiftrop’s fee. Olympus, a famous city with 
a mountain of the fame name. Phafelis, on the borders 
of Lycia and Pamphylia, in the time of the Romans, was 
an infamous neft of pirates, at laft reduced by Servilius^ 
while Pompey fcoured the fea with a numerous fleet. To 
the pirates of this town former ages were indebted for 
thofe fwift veflels, which the Romans, from the place, call 
phafeli, and we brigantines. We will not take upon us 
to mark out the bounds of the midland I^cia. Strabo 
reckons in it the following towns : Pinara, Cragus, at the 
foot of a hill bearing the fame name, Tlos, Slmena ; and 
Ptolemy adds to the Mediterranean part of Lycia two 
fmall countries, Mylias on the weft, bordering on Caria, 
and Cabalia on the eaft, bordering on Lycia Proper. But 
Strabo places Mylias on the borders of Pifidia and Pam- 
pbylia. The inland part of Lycia was divided by the river 
Xanthus, which rifing in two fprings from the foot of 
Mount Cadmus, and wafhing the walls of Xanthus, a city 
formerly of fome note, difeharges itfelf into the Mediter- 
ranean. From this river the people inhabiting the inland 
parts of Lycia *werc called Xanthians. The chief moun- 
tain of this country, and indeed of all Afia, is Mount 
Taurus, which has its beginning in this province, and ex- 
tends eaft ward to tlK gteat priental ocean. In Lycia was 
alfo the famous mountain Chimxra, which vomited flames, 
the bottom whereof was infefted withTerpents, the middle 
parts afforded pafture for goats, and the top' was fre- 


* Horat. lib, iii. Carm. 4.. 
ver. 345. 4 Aft. »vii. 5. 
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quented by lions; particulars which gave gave occafion tt? 
the poets to paint itgas a monfter with the head of a lion, 
the body of a goat, and the tail of a ferpent. This moun- 
tain was fii ft planted, and rendered habitable by Bellero- 
phon, who is therefore fabled by the poets to have kilierl 
this monfter. 

Soil and The foil of this country is fruitful,'' and the air reckoned 
ilimate* very wholfome. It is plentifully watered \v\th fmall 
rivers running down from Mount Taurus; which often 
fwell to an immoderate degree, and overflow the coun- 
try, when increafed by the melting of the fnows on that 
mountain, or by heavy rains. 

Their ori~ Herodotus and others'* inform us, that the Lycians 
gift. were defeended from the Cretans; for Sarpedon being 

driven out of the ifland by his brother Minos, and landing 
in Afia with thofe Cretans who had fided with him, fettled 
in Mylias, and there founded a new kingdom, after hav- 
ing conquered and expelled the ancient proprietors, whom 
Herodotus calls Mylians and Solymi. During the reign of 
Sarpedon they continued to be called Cretans, but after 
his death took the name of Lycians from Lycus, the fon 
of Pandion, king of Athens, who, being forced by his 
brother .ffigeus to quit his native country, had fled to 
Sarpedon. Hence the poets, and with them Strabo, fpm 
to confound the Lycians with the Carians, who were un- 
' doubtedly defeended from the Cretans. But Diodorus Si- 

culus •, and Plato ^ before liim, counts the Lycians among 
the Greek nations of Afia, as being defeended from the 
Argivi. Not to dwell on fuch uncertainties, the Lycians 
were once a very powerful and warlike people, confider- 
ing the fmallnefs of their country. They had, according 
to Strabo twenty-three, according to Pliny thirty-fix 
large and opulent towns, were expert mariners, and ex- 
tended their power on the feas as far as Italy. 

Thtirman* The Lycians are highly commended by the ancient 
nerjfgo- writers for their fobriety and manner o{ adminiftering 
^nment, juftice. They had in latter age? twenty-three confiderable 
citiesy each of which fent their deputies to a general aflem- 
bly or diet, where all matters of confequcnce were can- 
vaiTed, and determined by the majority of votes. They 
chofe in the firft place the prefident of the council, and 
after him the civil and military officers of each city. Here 
they adminiftered jultice, fettled all private diffierenccs, 

r Herodot. ubj fupra. Strab. lib. xiv. p. 557. Paufanias, lib. vii. 
• Diodor. Sicul. lib. v. cap. 16. - t Plato in Minoe. « Strab. 

Aipra. w piin, lib. y. cap, 27, 

declared 
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declared war, made peace, concluded alliances, &c« 
whence we may infer, that their government, at lead in 
latter times, either was not monarchical, or their monarcfia^ , 
no w'ay abfolute. This form of government they main- 
tajtfgd evey «ander the Romans * \ but with this difference, 
That the confent of the Roman governor, and, in matters 
of nioment, of the i|]enate, was requifite for the validity of 
fuch afts and decrees as had pafled in their aflembly. 
Their government was at firft monarchical j and the 
country was parcelled out into feveral petty kingdoms 
for we read of the families of Bellerophon, Sarpedon, Ly- 
cus, Telephus, and Pandarus reigning in Lycia at one 
and the fame time ; if we will not rather fuppofe the go- 
vernment to have been ariflocratical, and thefe families to 
have borne the greateft fway in the adminiftration. Be 
that as it will, in procefs of time all Lycia became fubjefl: 
to one prince 5 for Herodotus, in enumerating the princes 
that contributed towards the equipping and arming Xer- 
xes’ fleet, mentions but one king of Lycia, byname Cyber- 
nifeus This nation was firft fubdued by Croefus, or the 
Lydians, and, after the downfal of the Lydian kingdom, 
by Cyrus. The courage, refolutfon, and intrepidity with 
which the Lycians of Xanthus oppofed Harpagus, the Per- 
fian general, deferves particular notice. Inftead of tamely 
fubmitting, like their neighbours, they attacked, with a 
handful of men, Harpagus’s numerous army, and fought 
with incredible bravery, though under all the difadvan- 
tages imaginable. But being overpowered by numbers, 
and forced to retire into their city, they firft fet fire to the 
caftle, where they had fhut up their wives, children, 
flaves, and all their riches ; and then engaging themfelves 
by a folemn oath to die together, returned to the field of 
battle, renewed the fight, and were all killed to a man®. 
The Lycians continued to be governed by their own kings 
even after they were fubdued by the Perfians ; but paid 
an annual tribute to the king of Perfia. They fell with 
the Perfians under the power of the Macedonians, and 
after the death of Alexander were governed by the Seleu- 
cidac. Of thefe Antioebus the Great being confined by 
the Romans beyond Mount Taurus, Lycia was granted 
to the Rhodians ; but thefe difo^liging the Romans in 
the war with Perfeus, Lycia was declared a free country, 
and continued to be fo till the reign of Claudius, who, 
provoked at their inteftine diflenfions, reduced their coun- 
try into the form of a province. 


> Strab. ubi faprii 
libi i. cap, i^6» 


y Heirodot, lib. vii. cap. 7I. ■ Ibidt 
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Their cuftoms were much the fame with thofe of the 
Cretans and Carians, of whom we fhall have occ^fion to 
fpcak hereafter. But ftiey had one cuftom peculiar to them- 
fdves; for they took their names not from their fathers, 
but from their mothers, fo that if any one wa^ aiked wl:|j 
he was, or of what family, he had rccourfe to the female 
line. Befides, if a free-born woman married a Have,* her 
children enjoyed all the privileges of citizens ; but, on the 
contrary, if a man of ever fo great a family married a 
flave, tneir children were incapable of enjoying any ho- 
nours, or bearing any public employment ®. As to their 
trade and navigation, we are quite^ in the dark. Their 
religion was the fame with that of the inhabitants of 
Crete, which we fhall have occafion to deferibe when we 
treat of the Greek iflands. 

The fucceffion #f the kings of Lycia, and the ye^rs of 
their refpeftivc reigns are overcaft with fuch a mift, and 
interrupted with fo many chafms, that it is not poflible to 
give any tolerable account of them. We find mention 
made of but three kings of all Lycia. 

Amifodarus, who is fabled to have nourifhed the mon-* 
tier Chimaera. 

Jobates, who married his daughter Sthenobaea, or, as 
others tall her, Ant«a, to Praetus king of the Argives* 
He is faid to have undertaken an expedition .againft the 
Tirynthians, in favour of his fon-in-law, and to have fub- 
dUed them. 

Many years after reigned Cybemifeus, who was one 
of Xerxes’ admirals in his expedition againft Greece \ 
This is all we find upon record concerning the ancient 
kings of Lycia. 


SECT. H. 

The Hiflory of the Ancient Ciliciemu 

Vamt and j^ILlCl A, according to the Qrcdk writers, borrowed ift 
name from Cilix the fon of Agenor, and brother to 
Cadmus, who is faid to have fettled iii this country. Jofe- 

5 bus' tells us, that it was anciently called Tarfis, from 
"aifhifb the fon of Javan, who firil peopled this part of 
Afia ; and of the failie opinion arc StcphantisS Zona- 
r'us % and Hieron ^ ; but the latter by Tarfis, in Scripture 
(ometimes nnderftailds Carthage^, /ometimea a province 

“Herodot. lib i, cap. 173. fib. vii. cip. 7S. 

t Jofeph. Antiq.'lib. i. cap. 7. * Steph. verbo ® Zoiw. 

Umd. 1. f Hienjnyni. in Hebraic* t Idem, in 
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in India ‘‘j and fometimes the fea Bochart*^ dcrivet 
the name of Cilicia from the Phcrnycian word chalieldwi, 
or challukim, fignifying a Jioniy that part of Cilicia, 
which the Greeks call Cilicia Trachaea, being very ftony, 
thrt’day called by the Turks, Tae Wileicth, that 
is, t}n Jhny province. 

Cilicia, properly fo called, lies between the 36th and 4odi 
degree of north latitude, and is bounded by Syria on Ac 
caft, or rather by Mount Amanus, which feparates it 
' from that kingdom, by PamphyUa on the weft, by Ifauria, 
Cappadocia, and Armenia Minor on the north, and by 
the Mediterranean on.the fouth. It is now called Cara- 
minia, and was the laft province of the Caraminian king- 
dom that held out againft the Ottoman race. The coun- 
try isfo furrounded by fteep and craggy mountains, chiefly 
the Taurus and Amanus, that it may be defended by a 
handful of refolute men againft a whole army, there be- 
ing but three narrow pafles leading into it, comrnonly 
called Pylae Cilicise, or the gates &f Ciiicia^ one on the fide 
of Cappadocia, called the pafs of Mount Taurus, and the 
other two called the pafs of Mount Amanus, and the pafs 
of Syria, leading from Syria, The Pcrfian army marched 
through the ftreights of Mount Amanus, while that of 
Alexander was encamped at Iffiis, not far from the ftreights 
of Syria, which ^e more to the fouth, .and weie guarded 
by a body of Macedonians under the command of Parme- 
nio ; the ftreights of Mount Taurus Alexander had pafled 
in entering Cilicia, the Perfians who guarded that import- 
ant pafs having retired at the approach of the Macedonians. 

The whole country was divided by the ancients into ci/lesef 
Cilicia Afpera and Cilicia Campeftris ; the former called C///W« 
by the Greeks Trachea, or J^onyy is bounded by Ifauria on ^Jpers, 
the north, Pamphylia on the weft, Cilicia Campeftris 
on the eaft, and the Mediterranean on the fouth. 

The cities in this part of Cilicia mentioned by the an- 
cients, are Sydra, or, aa Ptolemy calls it, Syedra ; Na- 
gidus, a Samian colony ; Animurium ; Arlione; Celen- 
deris, or Celandris; Aphrodifias, fo called from Venus, 
who was worlhippeii th^rc in a ftatcly teniple ; Holmus, or, 
as Pliny calls it, Holmia ; Sarpedon, famous for a notrle 
temple confecrated to Apc^Io and Diana ; Lephyrlum, ao 
coMing to Ptolemy, tiK laft etty of Cilicia A^ra, which 
Strabo extends to Solse. Plkiy; Mela, and Scyha make 

^ Idem, ad Marcelk i liUiii.*in cap. 10. Elk. fc^gchait. 

Fbal. lib. i, cap. 5. 
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no dtftinflicn between the two Cilicias. Near Lephy-* 
rioin was a grove mi^ch celebrated by the ancieiits, and 
mumtely defcribed by Pomponius Mela K Sebafte, which 
^^rchelaus the Cappadocian chofe for his refidence^ after 
he was by ^uguftus appointed king of Cilicia ^Afpera ; 
tuate on a fmall ifland^ called Eleufa, and not on the 
conCinenti where Pliny and Ptolenay have placed it. 
Thefe were the towns of moft note on the coaft of Cilicia 
Afpera : the inland cities were, Seleucia, built by Se- 
Leucus Nicator, on the banks of the Calycadnus, and peo- ; 
pled by the inhabitants of Holmus ; it was a free city . 
under the Romans, and maintaineciits liberty, as is pl^in 
from feveral medals, at leaft to the time of the emperor 
Gordian : Domitianopolis, Philadelphia, Lamus, and in 
latter times Scandeloro, on the confines of Pamphylia, 
which laft, with the adjoining territory, was governed by 
its own prince, while all the neighbouring provinces were 
fubjedl to the Caramanian kings. 

Ckies of The chief cities of Cilicia, properly fo called, or Cilicia 
Cilicia Gampeftris, where thefe ; Soli, or Sol2e, built by the 
Rhodians and Achaeus, deftroyed by Tigranes king of 
Armenia, in his wars with the Romans, and rebuilt by 
Pompeyj whence, in after-ages it was known by the 
name of Pompeiopolis. Laertius tells us, that this city 
was built by Solon, on his return from th| court of Croefus, 
and peopled by a colony from Athens ; and* adds, that 
thefe Athenians, having in procefs of time quite loft the 

E cf their native language by converfing with , the 
fans, became remarkable for their rude pronuncia- 
tion and uncouth expreflions, whence any impropriety of 
fpeech was called a folecifm. But this aflertion is contra- 
difted by others ”, who derive the word folecifm not from 
theSolenfes in Cilicia, but from the Solii in Cyprus 
Tarfus, which produced the great apoftle of the Gentiles, 
and was, if we Mlieve Strabo p, in former times no ways 
inferior for the ftudy of pbilofophy and polite literature 
either to Athmis or Alexandria. We are told that it bor- 
, rowed its name from Tarfliiflithe fon of Javan, by whom, 
or by hisxlefcendents, it was built; but Strabo acquaints 
us, that it was built by Sardanapafos/and proves his afler-^ 
lion from an ancient monument found in thofe parts with 
this infcfiption : Sardana^us, tjie fon of Anacyndar- 
nxes built the cities of Anchiale and Tarfus in one day.^’ 

1 Pomp. Mela, apud Apollodor. lib. i. cap. 6. fed. i. » Laerb 
In IlStis ihiiloro^, * Strab. lib. xlv. p. 456, * Yid. Flat. 

i& Vita Solon, p Strab. lib. xiv, p. 463. ^ ; 

Tarfuo 
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Tarfus at fitft the meiropolis of all Ciliciai and after 
Conftan tine’s divlGon, became the capital of Cilicia Pnnia. 
The Inhabitants enjojed the privileges of Roman citizenSj 
wjjich St. ^Paul thoi^ht fit to make ufe of according to 
-<fre Portian law*!. ^ The Tarfians, to ingratiate thenifelves 
with Julius Caefar, exchanged the ancient name, of their 
city for that of Jullbpolis ; but the old name furvived the 
new, that city being called to this day by the GreekSi 
Terfia or Terafla; the Turks, as Bellpnius and other 
more modern travellers inform us, call it Hamfa. Anchi- 
ale, built by Sardanapalus, or, if we believe Athenodorus^ 
by Anchiale the daughter of Japhet. Anazarbum, fituated 
on the river Pyramus, and, in the Roman times, the me- 
tropolis of Cilicia Secunda : Suidas tells us, that it was 
firft called Cyinda, and afterwards Anazarbum from one 
Ana^arbus, who was fent by the emperor Nerva to rebuild 
it, after it had been quite ruined by an earthquake but 
he is certainly miftakenj fince Pliny, who died long be- 
fore the reign of Nerva, calls the inhabitants of this city 
Anazarbeni ; and Stephanas derives its name from Mount 
Anazarbus, at a fmall diftance from the place where this 
city flood. Anazarbum was the birth-place of Diofeo- 
rides, and continued in a very flourilhing condition till 
the divifion of the empire. Epiphania, who gave birth to 
George the famous Arian bifhop of Alexandria. Mopfu- 
eftia, the fee of Theodorus Mopfueftenus, a greaj patron 
of the Neftorian herefy in the time of Chryfoltom. IfTus^ 
fituated on a gulph to which it gave name, famous for 
the battle fought tiear it between Alexander and Darius; 
this town is now called Ajsizzo, and the great gulf on 
which it (lands denominated the Gulf of Ajazzo. Alex- 
andria, built by Alexander the Great between IffuB and the 
ftreights which lead from Cilicia into Syria. As this city 
was fituated in a place very convenient for tradc^ it foon 
became one of the moll flourilhing marts of the world. 
Alexander, in building it, employed Democrates, who 
had rebuilt the temple of Diana at Ephefus, which had 
been burnt by Eroflratus % and took care to people bis 
new city witb colopietbfrom feveral other places, efpecially 
from Jud^a ■, allowing the Jews the free exercife of their 
own religion, and the fame privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions which he granted to the Macedonians. As k 
was very convenievtt lot fueb as traded on the Mediterra- 

adlf XXV. xxvili. ' Plin. lib. v« csp« X4 
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HCjiMlf Sea, and the Nile, it continued in a veiy 

flouriibing condition, till trade took another courfe on the 
discovery of a way to the Indies by the Cape of Good 
^opc, when it degenerated by degrees into a poor village. 
It is at prelcptcaJUed by the Turks Scandcron j i#nd byTh^ 
Italians,, Alexandretta ; remarkable for nothing elfe but 
fome ruins, ^ which ibew what it was in better times. 

The rivers of any note in Cilicia are, the Pyramus, which 
fifes on the north fide of Mount Taurus, and empties itfclf 
into the Mediterranean, between liTus and Magarfus 5 the 
Cidnus, which fpringsfrom the ntitaurus, palfes through 
Tarfus, and difembogues itfelf intp the Mediterranean, 
near the city of Anchiale \ it is famous for the rapidity 
of its ftream, and coldnefs of its waters, which prov- 
ed very dangerous to Alexander; the Calycadmus, the 
Lamus, the Sarus, the Plnarus, and feveral others qf lefs 
note, water this province, and difeharge themfelves into 
that part of the Mediterranean, which the ancients called 
the fea of Cilicia, and extended near two hundred and 
fifty miles from eaft to weft. 

That part of Cilicia, which the ancients call Cilicia 
Campeftris, was, if we believe Ammianus Marcellinus, 
one of the moft fruitful countries of all Afia ; but the 
weftern part equally barren, though famous even to this 
day for an excellent breed of horles, of which fix hun- 
dred are yearly fent to Conftantinople for the ufe of the 
grand fignior. The air in the inland cities is reckoned 
very wholefome, but equally dangerous on the coaft, 
efpecially to ftrangers. ^ 

This country, according to Jofephus % was firft peopled 
by Tarfhilh, the fon of Javan, and his defeendents, whence 
the whole country was called Tarfis. The ancient inha- 
bitants were In procefs of time expelled by a colony of 
Phoenicians, who, under the conduit of Cilix, firft fettled 
iu the ifland of Cyprus, and from thence pafled into the 
poutttry, which from their leader they called Cilicia. Stra- 
bo ^ tells U8y that this .Phoenician colony paffed from Cy- 
prps into Phrygia, where they lived in fubjeflion to the 
liqgfi of Troy, and after the Trojan war poflefled them- 
felvcs of that country, which was afterwards called Cilicia. 
|[n,prqccf3 of tipxe ibveral cojicnicf from other countries 
fettfed in this kingdom ; feme in particular from Syria 

S id ^Greece, whence the Cilicians in places ufed the ^ 
reek tongue, in others the Syriac, I® the former greatly'* 

Antlq. lib. L cap.i« aJKnb. llbiXivii. p. 341; 

" corrupted*' 
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corrupted by the Perflan, tbe predominant language 
the country being a dialed of that toygue,' ' 

The CilicianSi if we believe the Greek and Latin writettf 7*firri|8 
were a rough race of people^ unfair in their dealings, 
cruel, great liars (C), and, in the Roman times, cntiirely 
addided to piracy. .. 

In ancient times the Cilicians, before they fettled ill 
that country which we call Cilicia, were governed by their 
own kings, and divided into two petty kingdoms, the The- 
^ ban and the Lyrneflian ; in the former ruled the family 
• of Ection, in the lattdr that of Evenus. Thefc kingdoms 
did not extend beyond, the territories of Thebes and Lyr- 
nelTus, two cities in the famous plain called the Plain of 
Thebes, often mentioned both by the Greek and Latin 
writers, as having been the occafion of frequent difputcs 
between the Lydians and Myfians, and in the Roman times 
betW-een the neighbouring princes of Afia Minor. After 
the Cilicians fettled in that country, which from them was 
called Cilicia, we find no mention made of their kings till 
the time of Cyrus, to whom they voluntary fubmitted* 

They continued fubjeft to the Perfians till the overthrow 
of that empire ; but were governed to the time of Arta- 
xerxes Mnemon by kings of their own nation. Herodotus 
indeed counts Cilicia among the Perfian fatrapies * ^ but 
from other writers it is manifeft that the Cilicians were 
governed by kings of their own in the time of Xerxes 
and Artaxerxes Mnemon. After the cxtindlion of the Per- 
fian empire Cilicia became a Macedonian province. On 
the death of Alexander it fell to the lhare of Selcocus, 
and continued under his defeendents till it was reduced 
by Pompey. As a proconfular province it was firft go- 
verned by Appius Claudius Pulcher, and after him by 
Cicero, who reduced feveral itrong holds on Mount Amo- 
nuB, in which fome Cilicians had fort|^ed them(elve!lf 
and held out againft his predecedbr, for which fucedb be 
was ialuted by the army with the title of Iii^raCor or 
General. All Cilicia being thus brought under fubjedHoiij,' 


V Herodot. lib. iii. cap. 90. > Vid. Xmopb. CyrofMed, Eli 

vii. Diodor. lib. xvi. Curt! Jib. ii. 

(C) Which gave rife to the bis imponunt, more 
proverbs, Ciiix ^ud ladle That is^ A Cliktan fi|s^ 
verum diett. Ciliciura exici- ever fpei^ the tmdi. 
urn.'* And to the laying of cruelty. Tbe godsr like 
Pberecrates, Dh femperM- Ikriani, always deedve m 

(a) Vid« CbilkuL Erldmi. terbo CHm. 
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it was firft divided into Cilicia Campeftrls and Tracha^a 5 
the former became a Roman province 5 but the latter was 
governed by kings ajfpoiiUed by the Romans till the reign 
of Vfcfpafian, when the family of Tracodementus being 
extinft, this part too was made a province of the empire, 
and the whole divided into Cilicia Trim a, CIcllia Secunda, 
and Ifaurla. The lirft took in all Cilicia Campeilris-, the 
fecond comprehended the coaft of Cilicia Trachrea ; and 
the laft the inland parts of the fame dlvifion : and in this 
Rate it continued till the divifion of the empire. 

As to the fucceffion of the Ciliclan kings we are almofl 
quite in the dark. The ancients mention Eetion, who 
reigned before their migration into Cilicia, and aflillcd 
Priam againR the Greeks. He was king of Thebes only, 
in the defence of which city he was, with his feven fons, 
killed by Achilles. The famous Andromache, Heftoi’s 
wife, was his daughter. Evenus reigned in LyrneffiHs dur- 
ing the Trojan war, and is likewile mentioned by Ho- 
mer^. He was fucceeded in his petty kingdom by liis 
fons Mines and Epiftropus, who, Tiding with the Trojans, 
were both killed by Achilles- Syennefis I. was con- 
temporary with Alyattes king of Lydia, Cyaxares king of 
the Medes, and Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. Ho- 
romedon is mentioned by Herodotus Syennefis II. 
affifted Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece^, and is 
greatly commended by -ffifehylus. Syennefis III. alTifted, 
though much againft his will, Cyrus the younger againft 
his brother Artaxerxes. After his death we find no men- 
tion of kings, but only of governors of Cilicia, appointed 
by the kings of Perfia ; vi hcncc vve conclude LSycnnefis III. 
to have been the laft that reigned in Cilicia before the 
country was fubdued by Alexander. Of the kings that 
reigned feveral ages after in Cilicia Trachxa we may have 

occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

- * 

/ Homer. Iliad. Z. ^ Idem, Iliad, B, ^ Herodot. lib. 

vii. caji. 38, t>Herodot. ibid. 
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